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Dear Reader, 

!!!he V:S,etnam Commission of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Oom-
'mi-ttee of the GDR herewith presents you a collection of con­
tributions which expose the illegal aggression of US imperialism 
in Indoohina, particularly in Vietnam. !!!he authors are well­
known personalities, scientists and social organizations of 
our republio who have expresse~an opinion in the course of 
the shameful escalation of the American aggression on various 
aspects of the criminal war. Out of their work - our seleotion 

. makes that clear - a picture without any gaps has come into < 

existenoe about this imperialist war, about its backgrounds, , 
objeotives and above all about its cruel inhuman methods. 

It is proved over a period of several years that this war 
consists of an endless ohain of frightful crimes against inter­
national law, against peace and against mankind. This testimony 
and investigations gain in topicality and significance just at 
present for "exposures" about the preparation and unleashing of 
the war in Vietnam are also being published in the USA. But 
wha t, for example, is "reveale d" by the so-oalled Pentagon 
papers has long been knOWtl in the world and also in the GDR. 
The persons resp'0nsible for US polioy bave long been convicted 
of aggression. 

!!!he problems of the US war in Indochina are diverse; not 
all of them could be taken into consideration to the same extent 
in the selection presented here. We therefore refer you to a 
series of historio and chronological treatments about the 
develOpment of Vietnam sinoe 1945 whioh have appeared in the 
GDR. !!!he most recent publication in this sphere is the book 
Vietnam - 1945-1970 by D.~Weidemann and R. WUnsche, published 
in 1971 by the Verlag der Wissenschaften. 

To tell the truth about the war in Indochina means at the 
same tiine to speak about the striking defeats of US imperialism 
and about the victories of the liberation fighters, the peoples. 
!!!b.erefore, this collection imparts not only knowledge for in-

, . tensifying the protest against the crime but also in order 

• 
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f1:rther to stimulate the energetio solidarity with the fight'ing 
peopiea. 

For that is ~1U' task so long as the US aggression in Indo­
ohina has not been ended. 

Vietnam Oommission 
of the Afro-Asian Solidarity 
Oommi ttee . of the GDB 
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Sta.tement of a l)elegation of. the Vietnam Comm,ission of, the 
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee of the GDR aft,er a Visit to 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in February 1968 

I. Aggression and Violation of the Geneva Indochina Agreement 

According to valid international law, aggression in the 
form of 

the use or threat of force, p~rticularlywarlike 
acts to solve international conflicts ' 

is a violation of international law and forbidden. 

1he legal basis for this are the 

- Paris ~eaty on Outlawing War 
(Briand-Kellogg Pact) of 27 August 1928 

- United Nations Charter of 25 June 1945 
(Article II, paragraphs 3 and 4) ~ 

!!!his principle of international law was also included in 
the London Four Power Agreement of 8 August 1945, which ac­
cording to Article 2 also includes the Statute of the Inter­
national Military ~ibunal (DdT) as 'part of the Four Power 
Agreement. For our purposes it is not necessary to establish 
in more detail that the principles drawn up in the DdT Statute 
are valid international law, all the more so as the First UN 
General Assembly expressly confirmed the principles of the 
Statute itl its Resolution No. 95 (I) of 11 December 1945. 

According to Article 6 of the IMT Statute 

, planning, preparing or carrying out an offensive is a 
crime against peace. 

• 

!!!he USA ratified the Briand-Kellogg Pact on 17 January 1929; 
it helped found the United Nations, deposited the ratification 
document on 8 August 1945 at the United Nations and is a per­
manent member of its Security Council; it signed the London 
Agreem~nt of 8 lugust 1945. !!!hus, according to the rules of 
international law, it is not only bound by this ban on aggres­
sion like all other ~tates, but bears a special responsibility 
to guarantee these norms of international law •. 
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n:te Geneva Indochina Agreement of 1954 (in particular the 
Agreement on the cessation of' hostilities in Vietnam signed 
on 20 July 1954 and the final declaration at the Geneva Con­
ference of 21 July 1954) served to enforce the ban on aggres­
sion and the renunciation of force and establish concrete obliga­
tions to observe these norms. in future in order to guarantee 
peace in Indochina. fae Geneva Indochina Agreement provided 
the legal basis for further peaceful developments in Vietnam. 

fae USA participated in the Indochina Conference. In its 
declaration on the Geneva Agreement of 20 and 21' July 1954 at 
the closing ses.sion of the Geneva Indochina Conference on 21 
July 1954 it committed itself 

in conformity with Article 2 (4) of the UN Oonstitution, 
which deals with the obligation of the members of this 
organization, to abstain in their international rela­
tions from the threat or use of force, to abstain from 
the threat of force or its use with the aim of violating 
these agreements and paragraphs. 

With this declaration, the USA agreed to decisive points 
of the Geneva Agreement and thus took over obligations in 
international law. b binding force of the Geneva Agreement 
has never been doubted by the Americans (compare Memorandum 
of the US State Department of 4 March 1966). 

fae USA has committed the crime of aggression - in viola­
tion of the Geneva Agreement - both in Vietnam as a whole and 
the DRV in particular. 

b Starting Position 

As a result of the Second World War, the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam was established in the struggle against-French and' 
Japanese imperialism. It extended from Cape Ca Mau in the· South 
to the Chinese border in the North and united 30 million Viet­
namese in an independent and sovereign state. fae first j!lections 
took place on 6 January 1946 in which 90 ]2er cent 'of those 
entitled. to vote took part. faey ended with an overwhelming 
victory of the Viet. Minh League. On 2 March 1946 .thefirst 
meeting of the, National Assembly elected Ho Chi Minh as President 

-
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of the DBV and confirmed the governinent under his chairmanship. 
On 6 Maroh 1946 an agreement was signed in Hanoi between the 
government of the DRVand the French government, according to 

.'" ...". \ . 

which the hostilities were to cease. France recognized the DRV 
as a free 'state with its own government, parllament and financi­
al system. The road to a happy future seemed secured. 

The then French government broke this agreement. It started 
a new war against the Vietnamese peop~e to bring them completely 
or in part under the yoke of colonialism again. France - weaken­
ed by the Second World War - was only able to wage this war with 
the aid of the USA. In July 1950 US interference in the internal 
affairs of Vietnam were more or less unveiled, when former 
President Harry/S. Truman sent a Military Assistance Advisory 
Group to Saigon with instructions to assist the French in the 
war against the Viet Minh people's liberation movement and at , -
the same' time to encourage the Vietnamese nationalists to 'oppos'i­

\ 

tion against France. 

Under the slogan of serving the "in~erests of the free 
world-", the American monopolies tried to take up the French 
colonial heritage in Indochina. General Henri.Navarre, Supreme 
Commander of the French forces in Indochina in 1954, wrote 
about this: "We were in the paradoxical situation that, by 
accepting American aid, we would almost certainly lose Indo­
china, even if. we had won the war as a result of this' aid. " 
(Henri Navarre: Agonie de l'Indochina. Paris, 1956, page 96) 

b, Attack on South Vietnam 

The USA invested 2.6 thousand million dollars in the French 
war against the Vietnamese people between 1950 and 1954. US 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles twice offered the use of 
nuclear weapons: Once for the relief of the fortress of Dien 
Bien Phu and the second time to bomb the Chinese-Vietnamese 

. border area. Dulles himself admitted' these monstrous offers· in 
the Ame.ricanperiodical~. The then Vice-President of the 
United States, RichardM. Nixon - today President - did not play 

. an unimportant part in this matter. After he. had inspected the 
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South Vietnamese theatre of war in 1954, two American aircraft 
carriers with atomic bombs on board arrived in the Gulf of . 
!I.'onkin. (Heinz Abosch: Der endlose Krieg (b Endless Wa.r); 
'~timme Verlag Frankfurt on Main, Speoial print from No. 1/2' 
1966 of the bi-monthly journal Stimme del' Gemeinde, page 6) 
In face of the world-wide movement of protest, however, the 
Frenoh shrank from this and refrained from employing nuclear 
weapons. (Hans Henle:. Chinas Schatten tiber Siidostas:i.en (China's 
Shadow over South-East Asia), Hamburg, 1964, page 100) 

!/!he military defeat of the French eXpeditionary corps 
, could not be halted. !/!he then President of the United States, 
DNight D. Eisenhower, -described the situation in his memoirs 
Mandate for Change as follows: "I was convinced that the French 
could not win the war because the internal political situation 
in Vietnam, weak and confused, badly weakened their military 
position. I have never talked or corresponded with a person 
knowledgeable in Indochinese affairs who did not agree that 
had elections been held as of the time of the fighting, possibly 
80 per cent of the populace would have voted for the Communist 
Ho Chi Minh as the ir leader rather than Chief of State Bao Dai. 
As one Frenchman said to me, 'What Vietnam needs is another 
s,vngman Rhee, regardless of all the difficulties the presence 
of such a personality would entail'." (Robert Scheer: How the 
United states Got Involved in Vietnam - A report to the Center 
for the Study of Democratic InstitUtions, Santa Barbara, Cali-:­
fornia, page 11) !/!he s,vngman Rhee sought after was found in 

'the person of Ngo DinhDiem,. a Catholic Vietnamese who had 
only an imperfect command over his mother tongue. 

b plans pursued by the ruling monopoly group of the USA ( 
in South-East Asia can be taken from a speech which Senator 
John F~ Kennedy held in the US Senate on 6 April 1954. He said: 
"ito send money, materiaJ. and manpower into the jungle without 
any prospect of victorywo~d be d&ngerous, useless and fatal ••• 
No American aid, as immense as it might be, can defeat an 
enemy who is everywhere and nowhere at the same time, who 
enjoys the support and sympathy of the people. " 
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\ Dwight D. EiSenhower had also realized' this. - as his 
memoirs prove. Howev~r, John F. Kenne dy drew di'fferent con.­
"clusions from thie realization than his opponent. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower did not believe that.a government excluding the 
National Front of Vietnam (Viet Minh) could ever gain the con­
fidence andsu-pport of the Vietnamese people. !!!herei'ore, he 
pleaded for a coalit,ion government. John F. Kennedy opposed 
this plan, because - as he, explained in hie speech - the popula": 
rity of HoChi Minh and his followers in the whole of Indochina 
was so great that they woUld have -'immediately gained the leader­
ship. John F. Kennedy set on Ngo Dinh Diem who had been re­
oommended ,to him by Francis cardinal Spellmann.He hoped that 
Diem would succeed in enticing the people away from the ~iet 
Minh. He was for gaining time, pumping American goods into the 
country and carrying out anti-Communist propaganda. !alie was 
to be done by Diem~ ~t is why John F. Kennedy advocated a 
government under Ngo Dinh Diem,help for this government to se.t 
up an army and lIif necessary, commit ourselves with manpower." 
(Robert Scheer, page 15) 

!!!he principles laid down ,in John F. Kennedy's speech became 
the guiding line of American policy in Vietnam under Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. It is interesting to note that these principles -
were in conformity with the views of John Foster Dulles, then 
US Secretary of State, who had pointed out the great economic 
significance and immense strategic vaJ,ue of Indochina in a 
lecture on 29 March 1954. (Student World 1966, page.322) 

Accordingly, the USA torpedoed all attempts-to establish 
a coalition government with the participation of the, Viet Minh 

. and restore peace in Vietnam. Contrary to the principle of 
national sovereignty of the UN Charter, it was its aim to ex-' 
clude the most influential people I s organization, the Viet Minh, 
and prevent a democratic development. 

!!he Geneva Agreeme nt 

!ale agreement concluded in Geneva on 20 and 21 JUly 1954 
and the final declaration of, the Conference on Indochina were 

r 
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a good basis to seoure p.eaoe in this part of the world and to 
make it possible for the Vistnamese people :to take their future 
into their own hands. !Jhe main poiniis of the Geneva Agreement 
were: 

! 

1. ~e partioipants of the conference pledged ,to respect the 
sovereignty, territorial unity and integrity of cambodia, 
Laos and Vietnam and to refrain from any interference in 
their internal affairs. 

2. Provisional zones north and ,~outh of the 17th parallel were 
established in Vietnam to regroup the military forces. It 
was stressed that this mllitarydemarcation line was only 
provisional and was definitely not to be considered a 
political or territorial border. Elections were to be held 
in Vietnam by July 1956, at the latest, to settle the 
politioal problems on the basis of respect for the country's 
independence, territorial unity and integrity. 

3. It was forbidden to erect foreign military bases, send 
foreign troops and military personnel and supply foreign 
arms and ammunition to both zones of Vietnam. 

4. Neither of the two zones were to be integrated into a mili­
tary allianoe or employed for an aggressive polioy. 

~e USA did not sign the Geneva Agreement, but declared 
itself prepared to refrain from any violation. ~e declaration 
says: "~ Government of the United States has taken note of 
the Agreement concluded in Geneva on 20 and 21 July 1954 between 
a) the Frenoh-Loatian Oommand and the Command of the People's 
Republio of Vietnam; b) the Oommand of the Royal Arrrry of Khmer 
and the Command of the People's Ar~ Of. Vietnam; 0) the Frenoh­
Vietnamese Command and the Oommand of the People's Arrrry of 
Vietnam as well as paragraphs 1 to 12 of the Declaration pre~ 
sented to the Conferenoe on 21 July 1954 and declares with 
regard to the above agreements and paragraphs that firstly, in 
conformity with Article 2, paragraph 4 of the United tl'atiens 
Charter... it will refrain from a threat of force or its use 
for the purpose of violating these agreements and paragraphs, 
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and that seoondly, any renewal of the aggression ln violatio.n 
of the above -agreements ••• would be oonsidered by it as a .. . 

serious threat to international peaoe and security. II (1he .oom-
. ~iete text of the US deolaration is oontainedinArohiv·" del' Ge­

genwart, (Arohives of our Time), Essen, Vienna, Zurich, Volume 
24, 1954, page 46}6) -

, 
In the years that followed the US government showed that 

it was not willing to observe its deolaration given in Geneva 
which was binding in international law. On the oontrary, its 
interferenoe and aggression in Vietnam beoame ever more obv·ious. 
US imperialism replaoed the Frenoh oolonialists in South Vietnam 
and attempted to turn it into a oolony and military base to use 
it for its global strategio plans in South-East Asia. 

At the same time the USA tried to integrate South Vietnam 
into its glob13.1 enoirolement system of the Socialist countries. 
For this purpose South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia were in­
oorporated (according to the supplementary protoool) as a 
"Secur ity Zone" in the SEAm Paot founded in Manila on 8 Sep­
tember 1954 - South Vietnam and Laoe without being asked, and 
Cambodia~ainst its express protest.(l'ext of the SEAm Pact, 
published in Dokumentation der Zeit, No. 289, pages 37 and 38). 
1hat means the USA intensified its intervention in South Viet­
nam by foroing the population into an anti-Communist alliance. 

The supplementary protocol mentioned is a violation of 

the sovereign rights of a state, in general, and of the ban on 
military allianoes for Vietnam as stipulated in the Geneva 
Agreement (Artiole 19), in partioular. 1he inoorporation of 
South Vietnam'into the SEAm Pact is on a par with liitler's and 
1i/lIlss,?lini's Munich pol icy which turne dOze ohoslovakia into a 
German proteotorate and was a gross violation of international 
law. So the international Control Commission's protest against 
this supplementary protoool was quite justified. 

!!he lUood-Stained Regime of Ngo Dinh Diem 

~o months after Kennedy's Senate speeoh and ~uringthe 
Geneva negotiations, in June 1954, the USA installed its 

. \. 
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puppet Ngo Dinh Diem ~s UPX' ime-Minister n of the ~o-Dai govern­
...ment\ in Saigon., Under the b~ner of ~nti-Communism, Diem un-

• 
le~shed, ~ w~ve of terror ~g~1nst ~ll p~triotic forces in South 
'Vietn~m.'!!he toll of his terror regime from July 1954 to June 
1963 w~s 156,000 de~d, "370,000 prisoners in more, th~n 1,000 
j~i1s, 8,000 children, ~rrested ~nd maltre~ted, more t~ three 
million people rounded up in concentr~tion camps -c~moufl~ged 
under v~r10us names like lI~gro cities ", ''welf~re zones", 
"str~teg1c v1ll~ges". (Dokument~tion del' Zeit, No. 302, page 33) 

,Together with the system of police and informers the USA 
organized - as Senator J.F. Kennedy had demanded -amercenary 
army for Diem, whose officers were trained ,in or by the USA. 
!!he International Control Commission also protested ,against this 
violation of the Geneva Agreement. 

Commanded by American officers and advisers, the army sup­
pressed all resistance to US colonialization and prepared it-
self, as Diem announced, for the I~rch to the North". (Dr. 
Renate Wiinsche and Dr. Diethelm Weidemann: Vietnam - Land im 
Suden' (Vietnam - Land in the South), Berlin, 1967, page 51) 
With this apparatus of power, Diem was able, on instructions 
from the USA, to sabotage the, elections provided by the Geneva" 
Agreement for 1956. Some years later the American journalist 
Walter Lippmann commented as follows: "As to the United States, 
it originally accepted the Geneva Agreement and particularly 
the regulations about the free elections, but opposed free 
elections as soon as it was realized that Ho Chi Minh would win 
them. General Eisenhower qUite frankly admits this in hill memoirs. II 

(Walter Lippmann, New Yor~-Herald ~ibune, 21 Apr ill 1965, re­
translated from the GermanY Lippmann is mistaken only in so far 

\ 

as the Americans did not realize they would suffer certain 
electoral defeat only in 1956. !!hey knew that already in 1954 -
as can be seen from Eis'enhower IS memoirs - and intended from the 
outset to suppress the Pf30ple by force. Those are the historical 
facts. If the agreements concluded in Geneva had been fulflllf3d 
without intervention by the USA, then Vietnam would be a unitf3d, 
pf3ace-loving state,' a factor for peacf3 in South-East Asia. 
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!!he "alternative" ,to Ho' Qb.i Minh, .so highly praised by the·· 
Amerioans, tottered. Ngo Dinh Diem wasreplaoed by (kneral 
Nguyen Klianh on 1 November 1963. But he, 11keall the puppets 
up to ICy and !l!hieu that followed proved oompletely incapable of 
setting up a proper administration, let alone gaining the con­
fidence of the South Vietnamese people. Whereas the National 
Front for the Liberation of' South Vietnam (NFL), founded on 20 
Deoember 1960, enjoys the confidenoe of the South Vietnamese 
population. Whoever still had any doubts whatsoever about the 
legitimaoy of the NFL beoame convinoed at the end of January 
1968. All western .observers of the ~t Offensive agreed that the 
oomplete seoreoy of this large-soale operation was a cleardeci­
sion of the people in favour of the NFL. 

!!he Attaok on the DRV 

!!he situation of the Saigon regime was steadily deterio­
rating at the end of 1964. !!he Frenoh journalist Max Olos, wit-

t ness of the· deoline, desoribed the situation as follows: "All in-
fluential observers agreed on one point in Deoember 1964: 
!!he collapse of South Vietnam under the blows of a powerful­
politioal and military Vietoong offensive will take plaoe in 
spring 1965". (l4ax Olos in La Figaro of 30 April 1965) And the 
big Amerioanperiodioal Newsweek headlined its report on Viet-
nam "Never grimmer". The subhead stated: "Chaos in Saigon, 
inseourity in Washington ". !!he reporter wrote that the then 
ambas~ador in Saigon, General Maxwell ~ylor, was of the opinion 
at the end of 1964 "that esoalation is the only means to raise 
the morale of the war-weary South Vietnamese population to such 
a degree that the complete collapse of all government authority 
(meaning the Saigon regime - author) will be prevented." 

This was the situation in which President Johnson, on 
the advice of MaXwell ~ylor and supported by Secretary of 
Defence Robert S. McNamara, deoided as from February 1965, to 
bomb the DRV from the air and powerfully inorease the ground 
operations of Amerioan troops in the South. 

In order to .oloak its naked aggression, the ,US government 



... 
- 16-

alleged that the DRV had begun. with the "1nflltrat!on" of· a 
regular division to the Sduth at the end of 1964. fuis' allega. 
t;l.on was soon unmasked as a lie 'by the so-called "Mansfield 

report ". 
, 

It was Senator Michael Mansfield, during a tour of South 
Vietnam together with other US Senators of the Foreign Af­
fairs Committee, who discovered the true reason for the escala­
tion. He wrote: nWhen the sharp escalation of the military ef­
forts began at the beginning of 1965, it was estimated that 
only about 400 soldiers from North Vietnam were in the enemy 
forces which were at that time estimate.d at 140,000." But the 
situation of the Saigon puppet regime had been much more 
precarious. liTo put it briefly" - the Mansfield report states -
tla total collapse of the Saigon government author ity seemed to 
be immanent in the first months of 1965 n. (quoted from Aussen­
pol1t1k, Freiburg im Breisgau, No. 5/1967, page 277) 

In 1966 an opinion was submitted to President Johnson 
by 15 leading experts on international law which ascertains: 
"fuere is no doubt that South Vietnam ist ••• only a temporary 
zone according to the Geneva Agreement. Moreover, the confl ict 
in Vietnam is a civil war, since the Geneva Agreements recognized 
the whole of Vietnam as a single state (however, it is not a 
civil war in reality, but aggression by the USA - author), and 
foreign intervention is forbidden." (Congressional Record, 
Washington, 9 February 1966, page 2552; here quoted from 
Deutsche Aussenpol1t1k, No. ~/1968, page 283) 

fue alleged North Vietnamese "infiltration" with which 
the US government wanted to SUbstantiate its aggression against 
the DRV has, therefore,according to the verdict of its own 
experts on international law and Senato:.;s, proven to be a 
pretext and thus legally indefensible. But the reason which 
the USA gave to begin the bombings proved to be a still more 
obvious sham. What happened in August 1964 has its historical­
parallel in the feigned attack on the Gleiwitz radio station 
by the nazis, which the fascists .. used to atta.ck Polan,d 
tember 1935 and thus begin the Segond World War. 

on 1,.Sep-

.y 

1 
1 
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!!he !I.'<mkin Incident 

According to the official American version; the American 
destroyer "Maddox" is supposed to have been attacked while 
on patrol in the South ~ina Sea (Gulf of Tonkin) by North 
Vietnamese torpedo boats, incidentally, without any visible 
effects. Washington spoke of an "aggression", of "a challenge", 
which could "have serious results", and announced its determina­
tion "not to tolerate provocations of this kind anymore". 

In the early morning. of 5 August the State Department 
announced that the "Maddo.x" and the destroyer "!!.'urner Joy" 
which had rushed to its assistance, had again been attacked 
with North Vietnamese torpedos - again without showing any· 
effects. !lhereupon, Johnson declared the patience of the US , 
government to be exhausted, the "aggressor" had to be p.unished. . ' 

Congress granted Johnson full' powers "to take all necessary 
measures ". (Le Monde, Paris, 28-29 January 1968) Already )ten -hours later, US planes bombed the town of Dong Hoi and the coal 

/ 

mines of Hongai. In order to ,make the deception complete .the 
World Security Council was convened at the urgent request of . 
the USA. 

!!hese first American bombings aroused protests from broad· 
, circles throughout the world. They were considered a flagrant 

breach of international law and a crime against peace. 

!!he USA as founder nation of the United Nations, as co­
author of the UN Charter and as a permanent member of the 
Security Council is particularly obliged to observe the p::in­
ciples of th,is Charter. It has the duty to defend the basic 
principle stipulated in Article 2, clause-3, that all nations 
are legally b9und to solVe all arising confliots peacefully. 
Above all, international law does not permit any such retalia­
tory measures. When the Security Council discussed retalia­
tory measures on 9 April 1964 it laid down as a principle that 
retaliatory measures (reprisals by force of arms) are con­
tradictory to the aims and principles Of the United Nations. 
Clear Book of the United Nations 1964, page 185 ff) 
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'llu.t by no means was the alleged attack on the "Maddox", 
- whioh left the ship undamaged - sufficient legal ground for 
the air raids on North, Vietnamese localities. 

Neither the alleged need for self-defence nor for "emergen..,. 
cy aid II for the Saigon regime are able to give the US attacks 
on the DHV even the semblance of legality. In addition, there, 
was no proportion of "danger" to "reprisal". Even anti-Com­
munist jurists cannot but describe the US attack,S on the' DRV 
as a breach of, international law (compare e.g. Walter Rudolf, 
Vdlkerrechtliche Aspekte des Vietnam-Konflikts (International 
Law Aspects of the Vietnam Conflict), Verlag Gehlen, 1967, , 
pages 29-34). fhus the USA took the next step to violating the 
Geneva Agreements, as was also proved by facts in the Special 
Report of the International Control Commission for Indochina 
of 13 February 1965. 

However, the attack on the DRV was seen in a new light 
when three and a half years later, the truth about the ~nkin 
incident came out. fhe affair was once more investigated in 
detail in the middle of 1967 on the initiative of Senator 
Fulbright on instructions of the US Senate's Foreign Policy 
Oommittee. After months of careful investigation the special 
commission headed by William Bader came to the following , 

r6Sults (LeMOnde, 28-29 January 1968): 

1. fb.e American destroyers covered an operation by warships 
of the Saigon puppet regime against the islands of ,Hon Me 
and Bon Mieu which are part of the DRV. 

2. fhe destroye~s were espionage ships. fhey cruised in ter­
ritorial waters of the DHV with instructions to spy on and 
paralyze the air warning system of the DRV. 

3. fb.e torpedo attack did not take plaoe at all. Commander' 
John Barriok has admitted that observations were not pos­
sible beoause of the darkness. ~e noise registered by the 
sound deteotors of t~ "Maddox", which allegedly originated 
froin the sound of North VietnaJllese warships firing torpedoes, , ' 

was in truth the noise of the ships own sorews. 
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4. The motion to grant h:lJn full powers, which Johlllson .b$d sub­
mittedto the Senate seemingly spontaneously on 6 August·· 
1964, was;.. like the plan to bomb theDRV - prepared long 
before.b$nd. 

When Robert McNamara, the Secretary of Defence, sinoe , 
resigned, declared in March 1964 t.b$t the United State~ would 
not exclude the possibility of the war also being extended to 
the territory of the Democratio Republic of Vietnam, he was 
only admitting an escalation which the US .b$d prepared long ago 
and was already carrying out. 

~e facts submitted on the long prepared US attack on 
South and North Vietnam prove t.b$t the USA .b$s violated Article 
2, clause 3 of the -uN Charter, Article 6 of the IMT Statute and 
the Geneva Indochina Agreements and is thus guilty of planning, 
preparing and carrying out an aggressive war and thereby, com­
mitted a cr:lJne against peace. 

II. Violation of the Rules of Warfare - A War Orime 

War cr:lJnes, according to Article 6b of the IMT Statute, 
are: Violations of the Rules and Oust oms of War, like murder, 
assault and battery or deportation of slave labour or some 
other purpose of civilians from or a occupied territories, 
murder or assault and ba~tery of prisoners-of-war or persons 
on the high seas, killing hostages, plundering public or 
private property, wilful destruction of towns, market places 
or villages, devastations not justified by military neces­
sity. 

\ 

Moreover, article 6b e~plicitly stresses t.b$t this enumera-
tion is not· exhaustible, but only gives illustrative examples. , . 

Any violation of internationally accepted rules of warfare 
represents a war crime and establishes .... the responsibility' of 
the criminal. 

~e war crimes and crimes against humanity def:l,ned in 
Article 6 of the IMT Statute are bases particularly on the 

~ - \. 
following documents of international law as rules of warfare, 
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which the USA. has also acceded to or signed: 

. a) the 4th Hague Oonvention on the laws and customs of land 
warfare of 18 October 1907 including its annexes -
convention on laws and customs of land warfare -
Oonvention Of the Hague on terrestial war) 

b) the Geneva Protocol on the ban of asphyxiating, poisonous 
or similar gases as well as bacteriological means in war, 
of 17 June 1925; 

c) the 9th Hague COnvention on shell~ by naval forces in 
time ot war, of 18 October 1907; 

d) the 1st, 3rd and 4th Geneva Agreement on the Protection 
of War Victims of 12 August 1949; (Articles I/19 and 24 ff 
and lv/13 ff and 18 ff) 

e) the Hague ~claration on the ban on projectiles which easily 
expand or flatten in human bodies, of 29 July 1899; 

f) the COnvention of the protection of cultural objects during 
armed conflicts, of 14 May 1954 and the 

g) Resolution of the General Assembly of the League of Nations 
of 30 September 1938 on the protection of the civilian 
population against air raids. 

In conformity with these legal regulations, on the basis 
of the experience of the military conflicts after 1945 and with 
the aim of augment~ the protection, especially of the civilian 
population, 
the 20th International Red Cross Conference in Vienna in 
October 1965 solemnly declared 
in its Resolution 28 - Protection of the Qivilian )population 
against the Dangers of Indiscriminately Waged War - that all 
governments must observe at least the following principles in 

case of armed conflict: 

"- the parties involved,in a conflict have no unlimited right 
in selecting the means of harming the enemy; 

- it is forbidden to direct attacks against the civilian 
population as such) 
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- a d11'ference must be made at all times between the persons 
part.icipat1ng iii. the hostilities and the civilian population, 
and iii. such a manner that the latter are spared as far as 
possible, 

- the general rules of the law of war are also applied to 
nucle.ar and s :lmilar arms. II 

\ 

~e towns and villages visited by us could in no way be 
called military targets. Neither was war material produced 
there, nor were military objects close by. 

~e anti-aircraft emplacements were situated outside the 
localities. Since the beginning of the open aggression against 
the DRV one can observe from the objects attacked that these 
cr:lmes and their escalation were systematically planned. 

During the first stage (beginning of February until the 
middle of June 1965) both the airattacks·and the systematic 
artillery bombardments by ships of the US 7th Fleet were main­
ly directed against targets between the 17th and 20th parallels, 
and not only against barracks, lines of communication, ferries 
and bridges, but also against schools and hospitals. 

During .the second stage (middle of June until the middle 
of September 1965) the targets were the same with additional 
bombing of industrial installations, reservoirs and water 
regulating systems and entire villages south and west of Hanoi. 

In the course of the third stage (from mid-September 1965 
until late in June 1966), the US aggressors concentrated their 
air strikes on the regions north and east. of Hanoi, bombing 
densely populated areas, power stations and communioation lines. 

During .the fourth stage, Hanoi and Haiphong and the Red 
River delta were included into the area of operations. ~e main 
targets during thissta-ge were warehouses, dams land other water 
supply installations as well as - parti~ularly from 1967 onward -
schools, hospitals, power stations, temples, churches and 
pagodas. 

~e following is a list of the destruction of towns, 
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market places or villages which could not be justified by 
"military necessity'" 

l~ Attacks by the American air: force on the capital of the DEV, 
Hanoi. 

~tal area of the city: 
Number of inhabitants: 

567 square kilometres 
1,100,000 

Note: 1'he highly populated centre of the city is approximate­
ly 100 square kilometres with 600,000 inhabitants. 

1'he first attack by tactical aircraft of the US Air 
! ' ' Force with bombings took.,place on 29 June 1966 on Hanoi-Gia 

Lam. It was not on the civilian airport, but on the residenti- ' 
, al areas in the outer sUburbs. 1'he airport is. still intact to-. 

,~'~ , 

day, but not a house 'is standing in Gia Lam. Since then, the 
capital of the· DRV was attacked more frequently every year 

, , 
with bombs or air-to-ground missiles with Ameriqan tactical 
aircraft. According to the report by the Investigating Com­
mission to Expose American War Crimes of the DRV given to 
the study team on 10 February 1968 the following survey was 
made: 

city of HanoI 

Air: raids 
with 

. bombing 

Number of 
tactical air­
craft employed 

*
r the attacks 

b (the' US Air ' 
orce 

1966 

19 times 
(of these 
twice on 
the city 
centre) 

200 

1967 

64 times 
(of these 
several 
times on 
,the city 
centre, 
e.g. in 

ibta1 from 29 June 
1966 to 31 December 
1967 

83 times 

Apr il , May, 
Aug., Nov., 
and Dec.) 

1,197 1,307 
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692 
explosive. 
bombs 

29 
olustel' 
bombs 

3,895 
explosive 
bombs 

4ll 
olustel' 
bombs 
pal'tly 
time-fuse 
bombs 

4,557 explo­
s.ive bombs 

440 olustel' 
bombs 

In spite of the pal'tial evaouation of the population 
and timely pl'eoautional'ymeasures fol' the inhabitants of the 
oity, .the Amerioan air raids killed and injured the oivilian 
population and destroyed Ol' heavily damaged housing, , 
churches, pagodas, schools and hospitals. Acoording to de­
tails given to the study team on 10 February 1968 by the 
Investigating Oommissionto Expose Amerioan War Crimes on 
the oapital of Hanoi the following total survey up to 31 
December 1967 was made: 

Iamage to 
pel'sons 
and pl'opel'ty 
in Hanoi 

Civilians 
killed 

Oivilians . 
wounded 

Destr01ed Ol' 
, . seyereJ.y 

damaged ' 
dwelling houses 

Destroyed Ol' 
damaged churches 

Destroyed or 
damaged pagodas 

Destl'oyed Ol' 
damaged hospitals 
beal'ing . the 
Red. Cross 

1966 

289 

agprox. 
1,00 . 

1,310 

14 

1 

total from 
1967 29 June 1966 to 

31 December 1967 

1,602 1,891' 

approx. approx. 
4,200 5,200 

3.640 4,950 

5 8 

57 71 

1 2 
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On ~O February 1968, the study team of 'the Vietnam Oom­
mission convjnced itself on the -spot of the f.ollowing 
'destruction and devastation in the city centre of Hanoi. 

Quan!I!hdnh Street: Corner building destroyed by a heavy bomb. 

Nguyen ~iep Street: Several buildings damaged, pagoda com­
pletely destroyed. ~e attack took place on 13 December 1966; 
six people were killed, among them three children. 

Hospital of the Borough of Hoan Kiem: missile attack on 
21 August 1967; a physician and a nurse were killed. A further 
physician and several patients' were injured. 

, 
Hue Street: Attack took place on 22 August 1967 with aerial 
mines and missiles. An educational institution, a chemist's 
shop and several other shops wl;lre destroyed. Twenty people 
were· killed and thirty injured. 

Mai Hagh De Street: Several dwelling houses in which about 
100 people lived were destroyed on 22 August 1967. Two kil-

-led (children) and eight wounded. 

2. Attacks by the American Air Force on the district capital 
!I!ha.nh Hoa. 

TOtal area of the district town: 32 square kilometres 
~'umber of inhabitants: 60,000 

, 
Note: No military targets were situated in the town •. 

. ~e first ~ ttack and bombing by tactical plane s of the 
US Air Force took place on 3 and 4 April 1965. From then on 
the district town of !I!ha.nh Hoa was increasingly attacked 

. , 
from year to year by American planes 'with bombs and air-
to-ground missiles and shelling from ~f1ipS of the US 7th 
Fleet. According to the report given to the study .te;un by 
theInv~st1gating Oommission of the District of n:tanh Hoa 
to Expose .Amer.ican War Orimes on 15 February 1968, the fol­
lowing table was compiled: 



/ 

- 25 -. , 

417 1'otal number of American aerial 
lattacks on the ur:'6an area from 
3 April 1965 to 31 January 1968 

including 186 daYlight 
attacks 

and 131 night 

~etotal number of bombs, missiles 
and artillery grenades fired on 
the urban area 

approx. 

1'otal 

attacks 

11,828 high ex-
plos ive bombs 

3,823 missiles 
2~0 air-to-ground 

missiles 
200 naval artil­

lery grenades 
37 cluster bombs 

__ ~6 depth charges 
16,174 

Note , ~is means 508 bom}:ls, grenades or missiles per square 
kilometre of the town area. 

Seventy-five per cent of the total urban area is 'destroyed 
or completely devastated; the remainder severely damaged. 
~e LoChum area is particularly ba:dly affected.' 
All schools are de.stroyed. All hospitals are destroyed in 
spite of the. red cross insignia. 
All churches and pagodas are destroyed. 
Almost all industrial enterprises and craft establishments' 

. are destroyed or severely damaged. 

On 14. February 1968 the study team visited the follow.,. 
ing destroyed buildings and residential quarters: 

Catholic convent hit by four high explosive bombs during 
a night raid on 15 January 1968. Because of timely air-
raid warning no people were hurt. One building was complete-

1 ' 
ly destroyed, several damaged. 

District hospital No.2, Destroyed on 1 July 1966. Again 
at,tacked on 21, 22, and 23 September 1966 and on 29 January 

. 1967,and on 4 February 1967, presumablr used as target 
practice for the training of young pilots. bre is no other 
explanation for the fact that .ruins are bombed over and over 
again. ~ehospital had 600 beds and seven departments, 16 
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phyeioian,sand lOOnursee., Scientific research was carried 
out, but no institute had yet been founded. !I!he individual 
departments, were evacuated to the surrounding villages. 

Borough :roan An: At,tackon 15 January 1968 on two schools 
with hostels for 2,000 pupils. Complete destruction of the 
buildings, no harm to human life. Pu.pils were evacuated. 

Pagoda: Destroyed on 4 and 5 February 1967. 

Borough 10 Chum: Oqmpletely destroyed by 100 high explosive 
bombs on 15 January 1968. iWenty-two people killed and 10 
wounded. 

Cemetery: Attacked and ploughed up on 4 and 5 February 1967. 
!I!he three gates destroyed, the graves burst open. As the 
attacks on the pagoda and the cemetary took place during 
the ret Feetival, it can only be assumed that it was intended 
to offend the religious feelings of the population. 

3. Attac~s b,y the American air force on the other territories 
of the Province of Thanh Hoa which had no military targets. 
:Besides ,the urban district of :roanh Boa the followingdistr:lcts 
in the province were attacked again and again from 1965 to 
1968: 

Distriot Reoonnaissanoe Aerial 
.Fl:1gb.ta Attacks 

Quang Xuang 46 
Ba Gtmg' 25 22 
Uga Son 26 25 
BanLoo 27 26 
Ban Dong Son 24 21 
Hoang Boa /, 47 31 

Note. !I!he village of ren Hoa, 40 kin south of :roanh Hoa, 
was attacked 254 t~s. 
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4. Attaoks bl' the Amerioan air foroe on villages of the DRV 

a) !!he village of Xhanh Phu in the District of N1nh B1nh 

Area: 7.5 square kilometres 
Number of inhabitants: 3,819 (half of them Oatholios 

and, half of them 
Buddhists) 

Agrioultural area, mainly rice oultivation 

~e' village is situated 7 km from the nearest road. 
Aocording to the statements of Mayor La Van Phu , the 
village was bombed on five days ,during 1967 and 1968 in 
a total of 16 waves of attaok. 

1st attaok with high explosive 
2nd attack with high explosive 
3rd attack with high explosive 

. 4th attack with high explosive 
and cluster bombs 

5th attack with high explosive 
and cluster bombs 

bombs 
bombs 
bombs 
bombs 

bombs 

July 1967 
19 November 1967 
17 January 1968 

18 January 1968 

19 January 1968 

Heavy loss of life, buildings and other Objects. Total 
losses caused from direct hits, bomb s;plinters or 
cluster boJilbs: 

99 dead 
104 wounded. 

Most of the houses and stables were destroyed. 

On 19 January 1968 American planes attacked the 
locality of Ye,n Ve and the fields immediately surrounding 
it with cluster bombs. ~e result was'minor damage to 
buildings; however, due to the surface effect of the 
cluster bombs 

16 people were killed and 
47 seriously wounded 

while at work in the ricef ields. 
~e study team visited the village on 16 February 1968. 

b) ~e village of ~ia ~ien in the Provinoe of Ninh Binh. 
,Agricultural area for rioe and vegetable cultivation. 
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~e village .bas 375 houses an.d 1,785 inhabitants. 

It was attaoked on 19 January 1968 by four ~erioan tactioal 
-planes of type AD 6 with 12 high. explosive bombs of 2,000 
pounds eaoh. 

i 

~ bombs dropped oaused great damage to property (ao-
oording to the mayor's information, the damage to property 
amounted to 296,000 Dong). Of the 375 houses, 145 were _ 
oompletely destroyed, some sank into the bomb oraters • . 

11 people were killed 
(inoluding lohild), 

23 were seriously wounded. 

!!he loss of life was rela-tively low because most of the 
inhabitants were at work outside the village at the time 
of the raid. ~ looality was visited by the study team 
on 16 February 1968. Up to that time the village had been 
attaoked eight times. 

c) !!he village of Hai !thing in the provinoe of Nam Ha. 
Agricultural area, mainly rice oultivation. Number of 
inhabitants: 7,683 

~e village .bas been attaoked most often in the provinoe 
of Nam Ha 

1965 - 6 attaoks 
1966 - 71 attaoks 
1967 - 81 attaoks 

~e total number of bombs ,missiles and artillery greilades 
fired on the village are: 

/ 

high explosive bombs 903 
aer ial mine s 8 
time bombs 8 
oluster bomb units 14 
missiles 2,987 
depth oharges 180 
artillery grenades 93 

( 
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b . village is for the most part destroyed. 

When we visited it all that was left of the provinoial 
• oapital of Minh Binh was a Signpost showing the name of 

the town. ~e provincial oapital Nam Dinh was 60 per oent 
destroyed. bre is hardly a town or village in the DEV 

; 

whioh was not heavily damaged. ~e soutli~rn provinces, 
between the 19th and 17th parallels have suffered the 
most damage. 

But it .. is not just a question of violating individual , 
rules of war, of isolated war crimes. fhese are a mani­
festation of complex, systematic orimes against the Viet­
namese people - orimes against humanity - genocide. 

III. Crimes against Humanity - Genocide 

Acoording to Artiole 60 of the IMT Statut.e, crimes against 
humanity are defined as: MUrder, extermination, enslavement, 
deportation or other inhuman acts committed against any civilian 
population before or during a war, persecution for political, 
racial or religious reasons. 

In concretization and continuation of this, the 1948 COn­
vention on Genocide, bans - after the experience of fascism 
before and during the Second World War - the killing, physical 
injury and impairment of the conditions of existence, in order 
to completely or partly exterminate a national, ethnical, racial 
or religious group of people (Article II of the Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide). fh~ Oonvention 
demands the punishment ~f such aotions. 

It is iD!.portant to know the motives for the US crimes 
against humanity or of genooide if one wants to pass legal and 
moral judgement. Here is a statement by Bernhard Fu.ll, professor 
of international relations at Harvard UniverSity, made in 1965: 
"~e experience gained to date shows that the support by the 
people in a revolutionary war is a first-rate factor. However, 

" 
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this does not exolude the possibility of devel()ping oompletely 
new oounter-revolutionary methods where new teohnioal or tacti­
cal developments could make up for the support of the people. In 

. anY oause, these ideas are taken widely into consideration for 
the experiment in South Vietnam ••• " (quoted from Isvestia of 
4 November 1965) ~.1a simply means: If a people do not voluntari­
ly desist from revolution it must be exterminated so that' they 
die together with the revolution. Genooide as practised by the 
USA in Vietnam is marked by the use of poison gas, napalm and 
weapons of mass exterminationJ'by the deportation and murder of 
women and children, atrooit1esaga1nst captured fighters of the 
Liberation Front and their ma.ss murder. ~e director of the 
Children I s Institute of Meroy College, New York, William Pepper, 
estimated that about 250,000 ohildren in South Vietnam had been 
killed' and/about 750,000 wounded (compare Revue Ramparts, 
Janu'7l'Y edition 1967). In faot, most of the victims are women 
and ohildren (aocording to estimates from several provinoes 
covering the period from March 1965 to A~ust 1966, they made 
up 67 per oent of those killed and 84 per cent of the wounded). 

Sinoe 1961 poisonous ohemicals have been employed on a 
large scale. ~ey are partly direoted against the health and life 
of the people and partly against the vegetation. Against the , . ' 

people, the Americans employeS, ON, DNOe, 2.4-D and adamsite. 
Lately, the use of "BZ" (belongs to the hallucinogenics) was 
also observed. Herbicides are also employed for so-oalled 
defoliation. Millions of tons of these herbicides have been 
soattered or sprayed. 

b employment of poisonous ohemicals against living crea- . 
tures (human be1ntis and animals) and the vegetation, led to los­
ses in human beings and domestic an,imals in South Vietnam. !.the 
fertility of the soil was destroyed. Unfavourable efte.cts on the' 

. climate have to be expected.1'hroughthe combined use ot 
herbicides and napalm areas north of Saigon, near DB Nang and 
other places in South Vietnam are laid waste. 

b areas Q,ontaminated with poison increase~ from year to 
year: 
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1963 
1964 
1965 
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11 ,000 hectares' 
300,000 hectares 
500,000 hectares 
700,000 hectares 

In 1965 150,000 peop.le suffered from poisoning symptoms 
of various degrees. 

A further and particularly disgusting aspect of this 
chemical warfare is the use of pOison gas. 

Nguyen Khanh, one of the innumerable chiefs of the Saigon 
puppet regime boasted that ~igon already possessed poison gases 
at the beginning of 1964 (Reuter, 22 March 1965). !!he first 
significant use olf lJ1s was on 25 January 1965 in the village of 
Phu Lao, province of Phu Yen. !!!he village was attacked with high 
explosive and napalm bombs, and then gas bombs were used to 
force inbabitantsto leave their underground sheiters. Thus no 
inbabitant was spared. l'.b.e combination of poison gases and high 
explosive grenades for the extermination of the civilian popula­
tion is practised in South Vietnam up to the present day, 

!!!he member of the Commission to Investigate American War 
Crimes of the DRV, Mr. Truong ran Phat, reported to our delega­
tionon 11 February 1968 about the attempts by the USA to destroy 
the basis of . life and existence of the South Vietnamese popula­
tion, to extinguish the ethical and moral basis of the people, 
in.order to break their will for liberty. It can be taken from , 
his report that the Americans use medieval methods of torture, 
perfected by "modern" technical refinements, on the population. 
In those areas of South Vietnam, where they still exercise power 
together with their puppets, they have divided the population 
into three classes. According to their classification, personal 
liberti,es are limited or completelY'withdrawn. Freedom of the 
press and of speech do not exist •. Use of words like independence 
and neutrality is punished. Weekly anti-Comm.unist courses are 
carried out with the population in area,s controlled by the puppet 
government. ~ose who do not participate are punished. In order 
to be informed' about the opinion, the thinking and feeling of 
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the individual citizen, an informer system through so-called 
family stewards was organized. If someone makes derogatory 
r,ema.rks about the puppet regime or even about the Americans, hE 
is to be denounced and is punished. If his remarks are not 
reported and become known just the same, the, family steward is 
punished. AxJ.y member of the family may be selected as family 

• 
steward. 

For a time, the Arner icans and the ir accomplices had certa in 
successes with such methods in the towns. In the countryside, 
however, in the villages and settlements, they were unable to 
break the re",istance of the people. iberefore, they began us.ing 
naked force. ibe people were forced to evacuate the villages. 
Villages and fields were devastated and the inhabitants resettled 
in so-called "strategic villages" - later also called "refugee 
villages" or "villages' of new life". 

Tens of thousands of people became the victims of/cruel 
\ tortures. Cut-off breasts, mutilated' genitals, cut-off ears and 

noses, torn-out tongues, quartered babies were the customary 
methods of torture. On 11 February 1·968 oux study team saw a 
film in Hanoi, made by western cameramen about torture~ per­
petrated on fighters of the NFL. ibis film is a shocking doc~­
ment about the crimes against humanity committed by the Ameri~an 

army· in South Vietnam. 

1. Attacks on Settlements and Living Quarters in the DRV 
/ 

ibe USA intentionally bombed residential areas •. It system­
atically destroyed the homes of the population and the,ir work-. 
ShOps. Most of them had been constructed or reconstructed after 
the liberation from French co1oni~1 rule. Proof for these 
crimes exists everywhere in the country. Whether it was in the 
coalfields at Cam Pha or the textile factories at Nam Dinh, 
the US pilots applied the same methods. on order of the Pentagon: 
New factories and stone-built residential areas built by Viet;.; 
namese worklilrs under the workers' and peasants I power in the 

/ 

DRV were turned into rubble. .!!he policy of extermination. direot-
.ed ~gainst the population of the DRV. is proved, by the factthat' 
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:r 'the mos:t important towns o:r' the country were time and· time 
again subjected to most severe .attacksfrom the air; the towns 
of Phu Ly, Nam Dinh, Thanh Hoa, Ninh Binh, Bao Giang,Yen Bai , , , 

and Son La are completely or almost completely destroyed. Of' 
the 30 provincial capita1.s 25 were attacked, 'the majority 
severely damaged and six completely destroyed. Seventy smaller 
towns were the target of terror attacks, 39 of these were com­
pletely or almost completely destroyed. ~ere are/provinces 
where every community has been raided several times. 

~ese raids differ in the way they were carried out. On 
the one hand the raids were highly intensive (a large number of 
planes and many different weapons employed), on the other they 
were carried out over a long period. !l1b.e attacks were stead:l.ly 
escalated from 1965 to 19~7. Neither churches nor schools, 
'pagodas or educational institutions were spared. Up to the end 
of 1966, bombs were dropped on 391 s,chools, 149 churches, 3 
seminar ies and' 80 pagodas. !l1b.ey caused the death of 398 pupils, 
417 were wounded. Among the barbarous methods used against the 
civilian population are minutely planned attacks on completely 
defenceless people. In several places we heard from eyewitness 
accounts that American pilots attacked groups of people working, 
in the rice fields (women and youth without exception)' after pre­
viously having oarried out air ,reconnaissance for days and caused 

• , heavy losses in dead and wounded. 

2. Attacks on the Economic FOUndations of the DRV 

On visiting destroyed localities, we noted that the' 
\ 

bombing was not only directed against the reSidential quarters 
but also against public utilities, in order to make reCOh-, 
struction more difficult for the population. 

On the outskirts Qf Haiphong. whioh was visited by the 
delega.,tion, the foodstuff ,factory, which solely produces the 
fish sauce Nuoc Nam, a metal enamelling factory for consQmer 
gOOds, a paddy mill, a vegetable oil factory, a furniture 
factory, shipyards for fishing vessels, a sawmill and many 
similar enterprises serving to supply the civilian population, 



were attaoked and destroyed. 

Medium and large size bombs turned the central market­
halls of Haiphong into a crater landscape. 

i •. 
~e lighthouse of Long Chan, which is indispensable for 

coastal shipping and fishing, was attacked more than 200 times 
by bombs and rockets from the end of 1966 up to April 1967. ~e 
lighthouse in the port of Oua. Ong was also often the target of 
raids. ~fire with Aircraft cannons and missiles, damaged 
fishing boats and even individual fishermen catching crabs on 
the shore were ~ttacked innumerable times and 80 fishing boats 
were damaged or destroyed in the Haiphong area alone. Sixty 
fishermen were killed or wounded while fishing. 

In the ooastal area of QuangNinh Province seven fishing 
boats were attacked from May 1966 to July 1967, causing the' 
death of ·15 fishex-men. Peasants working on the fields and women 
shopping were attacked in the same manner with aircraft cannons 
and small missiles. 

~e open-cast coal mines in Hang Gai and ca.mpha, which 
mainly work for export, were repeatedly attacked with high 
explosive and cluster bombs, particularly during the changing 
of shifts when very many workers were in the pits. 

3. Attacks on Dikes and Irrigation Systems in the DRV 
. . r 

Contrary toa~l den1als by offioial Amerioan authorities, , 
dikes and irrigation systems were deliberately attacked: 78 
times in 1965, 314 times in 1966 and 250 times in the f~rst half 
of 1967. High explosive bombs on dikes, cluster bombs on human 
beings who tried to ~revent more extensive damage by quiok 

,repair - that is an obvious crime against the civil1an popula­
tion, against their phySical existence • 

. b delegation was shown conclusive evidence of the damage 
oaused by US bombers on dams, dikes and ~rrigation systems, and 
examined photographs, documents and detailed. reports of raids. 

. . 
In the urban and r1U'al district of Haiphong and the province 
of Quang Ninh numerous flood protection installations were 
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bombed, for instanoe the dams near lis Dong, Chien bng, 13ien 
Comg, lis Nam and Yen Hung, the PtUnping station at Dai Ban and 
the dam near .An Son. Some of these dams hold baok the 'ooean 
during high tide for if oul tivated land is flooded by saltwater 
it lays the fields barren for several years. It is oharaoteristio 
of the intentional destruotion of the US that these dams were 
attaoked during high tide and also. most of the dikes on the , 
rivers La,Ma, Lam, Day and the Song Cai (Red River) during 
high water level in the rainy season. ~e dike whioh proteots 
Hanoi from the north against the flood wats~s of.the Song Cai 

( 
was attaoked and damaged on 13 August 1966 when the water lev~l , 
was at its highest. 

Amerioan planes raided the Dan Thaoh dam on the river Chu 
in the provinoe of Thanh Hoa 14 times on 21, 22, and 23 August 
1965. ~ey dropped 236 high explosive bombs. 

b river Chu is used to transport timber. The sluioe in 
the Dan Thaoh dam is important for water regulation both to 
irrigate the fields and also to transport timber. :By destroying 
this sluioe 250 heotares of land were flooded. The fields of 
three distriots to the south of the dam oould not be irrigated 

. suffioiently anymore t 1Wo distriots situated to the north wel;'e 
also affeoted as the power station in the sluioe was also 
destroye'd • 

. Acoording to details given by the head of the water in­
stalla tions in. the provinoe of bnh Hoa, Nguyen van Khang I 
333 US air raid.s were oarried out on water installations suoh as 
dams, dikes and sluioes in the provinoe, from 3 April 1965 to , -... 

31 January 1968 •. 

A few days before the arriva,l of our study team in the 
provinoe of Ninh 13inh, dikes and irrigation systems were again 
bombed in this province, too. ~us on 19 January 1968 the 

. dikes near the village of Han Nam 'were attaoked b-yAmerioan 
bombers.·Sixteen 2,000-pound bombs were dropped .. Four direct 
hits on the dike ripped it open, leaving ,a gap of 60 metres. 
~e remaining 12 bombs devastated the surrounding fields. 
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4. Attacks on Churches and Pagodas in the DRV 

Schools, churches and pagodas in the DRV were systematical­
ly attacked and destroyed from the beginning of the aggression. 
When the church ot Ha ibach was destroyed on 4 March 1966 
sixty-three people were killed. 

Du.ring the attack on the church of Hongai which is 
oonspicuous on a hill above the town, seventeen people were kil­
led and 30 injured. Most of them were on their way home from 
churoh or in small houses in the vicinity of the church. iVe saw 
the church ruins and spoke with the church-warden, Phan Van Quy. 
His two grandchildren were killed near the churoh by the air 
pressure of detonating aerial mines and his wife lost her left 
arm from bomb splinters in front·of the underground shelter. 
We were able to convince ourselves of the almost complete 
destruction of the big pagoda at the harbo,ur of Campha. We also 
saw the destroyed small pagoda in Nguyen !!hiep St.reet at Hanoi 
which was raided on l3,December 1966. 

The intentional destruction of churches and cloisters was 
partioularly obvious in Phat Diem, which was attacked some 200 
times. All churches are destroyed. !!he cathedral built in pagoda 
style in 1888 was damaged on 10 July and 1 November 1967; !!he 
cemetery atPhat Diem was ploughe~up by bombs. We saw the 
latest example of such barbarism on 18 February 1968 in Phu 
Och, province of NaJIl Ha. Du.ring the first hour of 14 January 
1968, a Sunday, an American plane aimed at the local church. It 
dropped a number of 2,000-pound bombs. One of them was a direct 
hit. It completely ripped off the nave. It is quite imposs±bl~ 
to speak of a "mistake" in this case as there is no military 
objective in the vicinity. 

5. Attacks on Educational Institutions in the DRV 

After l.aberation from French colonialism, Socialist con­
struction began in the North. !!he government started to organize 
and set up a Socialist eduoational and health system in a coun­
try whioh had known neither oompulsory education nor a social 
service system. "!!he people started to learn to read and write, 
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and many doctors, engineers, teachers, ~ducationalists and ' 
scientists were trained in all ,branches of science with the 

,assistance of the Socialist countries. Many new schools and 
, . , 
training colleges for teachers were built. All these new educa-
tional institutions were bombed from the first day of the US 
aggressien. 

Our study team had the .opportunity te visit several scenes 
of the crimes and speak with teachers and pupils. The scheel 

heurs in the DliVare frem 6.30 te 11 a.m. A systematic investiga­
tien .of air raids en scheels shew that they are mainly carried' 
.out during instructien. 

Example 1'1.0. 1 

27 September 1967, 7.30 a.m. US planes drep cluster bembs 
en the scheel in Ha Phu (Thanh Hea Prevince). On 28 September 
1967 the same scheel was raided at the same heur with 18 high 
explesive bembs .of 750 peunds each and cempletely destreyed. 
Thirty-three pupils were,killed during the twe raids. Twenty­
two pupils and twe teachers were weunded. 

Example 1'1.0. 2 

Chemistry teacher nguyen Van Leng .of class 9 b in the 
third grade scheel (800 pupils) in Yen Heng, district .of Yen, 

. I . 

Nam Ha Prevince, reperted te the study team: 

"On 10 Octeber 1967 class 9 b had p.b;ysical training during 
the first heur. As it rained, p.b;ysical training could net be 
carried .out because .our scheel had been evacuated frem t.he 
previncial capital te the village .of Yen Heng. The class reems 
are distributed in 18 heuses .of the village. We ne lenger have 
a gymnasium. Se the children and sperts' teacher stayed in the 
class-ro.om. Ata.b.out 7.30 a.m. we heard the n.oise .of engines and 
hurried inte the undergr.ound shelters; immediately afterwards a 
series .of explesiens t.oek place in the :immediate vicinity. We 
hurried .out .of the' shelder and ran t.o the h.ouse .of class 9 b. 
The h.ouse and the undergr.ound had received direct hits. All 
.pupils and t,he p.b;ysical training teacher, Nguyen Van Ke were 
buried under the debris • .we dug th~m .out and f.ound the teacher 
and '32 pupils t.o be dead, 18 pupils were serieusly injured •. 
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One girl" is stUl under medical treatment. It was a terrible. 
picture. An hour later, at about 8.30 a.m., an American re .. 

. cionnaissance plane flew over the village. II 

.Number of bombs drppped: 10 of 2,000 pound(3 each 

Example No.3 

!!!he school in eua Bac street in Hanoi was destroyed during 
lessons on 26 October 1967. 

Further, we were able to see the destroyed schools, kinder­
gartens and cr~ches in the miners' settlement at Ha Tu (Quang 
Ninh Province). 

In this completely destroyed locality we saw the rubble 
of the former library and the palace of culture. 

We met many children who had been injured bytiJne-fuse 
\ cluster bombs. According to the reports of various teachers and 

educationalists, the US pilots dropped the time bombs during 
the night at places through which the children had to pass on 
their way to school. ~e bombs were set to explode at the time 
when the children. were gQing to school. 

6. Attacks on the Red Cross and the Public Health Service of 
the DRV 

Since the beginning of bombing raids on North Vietnam, 
the US planes systematically attacked public health institu­
tions like hospitals, first-aid statio~s, sanatoria, sc:\.entific 
institutes and pharmaceutical factories. An obvious escalation 
of these raids could be noted from· February 1965 (in February. 
1965 f~ur health institutions were attacked, 7 in March, 11 in . . \ 

April and May, and from June to August 72).· The system of the 
attacks can be noted from the fact tnat they wE!re concentrated 
to destroy the central provincial hospitals and large speci..,. 
alized hospitals. 

. . 
The whole public health system of the ,DRV which is a model· 

~ 

for the whole of South East ASia, had suffered severely under· 



the bombings - banned by international conventions. Among the 
destroyed public health institJltions are two world-renowned 
~edical research and treatment centres: the Leprosy Besearch 
Institute with rehabilitation ward in Quinh Lap and Hospital 
and TB-Besea.rch Institute in 1!banh Hoa. It is a proven fact 
that the Bed Cr?ss signs were completely ignored during the 
raids on the large tuberculosis hospital in bnh Hoa with its 
600 beds and the leprosy settlement of Quinh Lap with 2,600 
places. Both institutions are si~uated at a distance from large 
traffic routes or military objectives. Tbe leprosy settlement 
of Quinh Lap was attacked 39 times altogether from 12 June 1965 
to 30 July 1966 and completely destroyed. Even the new emergency 
centre, near the village of Quinh Lap, for the leprosy patients 
who had been saved, was repeatedly attacked. In the course of 
the raids, 172 of the patients and members of the medical staff 
were killed and 156 injured. 

Another example of intentional.raids on public health 
institutions is the destruction of the provincial hospital of 
YenBai. On its premises are a medical school, a hygiene centre, 
dispensarie.s for the protection of mother and child, for com­
bating tJlberculosis, for combating trachoma and skin diseases • 

. 1!I:lis health centre, which oovers an area of half a squar'e kilo­
metre, is also situated four kilometres from the town of Yen Bai •. 
1!I:lirty 'buildings were hit, 58 people, mainly doctors, nurses, 
medical students and student.nurses, were .killed and.lO injured. 
1!I:leraids took place on three successive days, on 9, 10, and 
11 July 1965, i.e., they started on the day after the destruction 
of the tUberculosis centre of 1!I:lanh Hoa and hardly three weeks . . 
after the bOIilbingof the leprosy centre of Q.uinh Lap and the 
provincial hospital of Bac Thai in the mountain region. From 
this alone it can be concluded that the attacks on the public 
health centres were deliberate and systematic. 

l!b.eraids also continued after the DRV Ministry of Health 
and numerous eye-witnesses and medical ·and sci$ntific .per­
sonages from all over t:a.e world had sharply protested against 
this crime.1!I:leUS bombers destroyed 127 public health in-
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stitutions in 248 raids from August 1964 to August 1967 •. Twenty­
four of the 30 provincial hospitals, with 300 to 500 beds each, . 
were destroyed. About Qn~ fifth of all district. hospitals (39 
in !lumber), with >50 to 70 beds each, are destroyed. Nine speci":' 
alized hospitals and sanatoriums and a scientific institute 
were bombed. 

We saw the destroyed tUberculosis c·entre in 1'hanh Hoa, 
. the detltroyed hoepitalsin Hong Gai, the destroyed tubercular 
hospital inHaiphong, the destroyed children's hospital.in Hai­
phong, besides numerous destroyed smaller first-aid and out-'­
patient stations as in Hau 1'hu (Quang Ninh Province), in Yen 
llai near Hanoi. lIVe also visited the hospital of Ce.mpha, whiCh 
was situated in caves after having been destroyed. After the 
American air reconnaissance had determined that the building 
was a hospital it was immediately attacked with high explosive 
and cluster bombs. 

) 

1'he delegation saw the traces of the raid and heard eye­
witness accounts. 

Decentralization of medical services, underground s.helters 
and, the highest personal dedication of the ~edical staff have 
no doubt ,prevented the breakdowil1of the public heal'th system 

.' . 

and the outbreak of epidemics. But that does not change the 
" character of the crime. 

1'he study team draws the following conclusions from the 
violations of the Red Cross Convention, which it has seenl 
1'he USA .not only aimed to kill, the population with bombs, 
rocke~s and air cannons, but, moreover, they tried to prevent 
any aid for the wounded. 1'hey thus.brought about the danger of 
epidemics, with thea1m of undermining public health. 1'his 
method of warfare differs only in form from the scattering of 
bacteria and other means of bacteriological warfare. 
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_ 7. Employment of Completely :Banned Arms. with ~ss' Extermina-
tion Character, Used against the Civilian PQRulation of the 
DRV -

Ever since the beg1nnirig of its aggression, the USA. has 
employed completely banned weapons in the DRV - particularly 
against the civilian population. ~e main types are cluster 
bombs and to I:l. lesser extent napalm. In South Vietnam, toxic 
gases were used against the population and the forces of the 
NLF. at the same time warfare agents were used which laid 
waste whole regions. ~e use of newly developed or improved 

, 

weapons gave the war against the Vietnamese people not only 
the features of an exercise, but also the character of an ex­
periment. 

a) ~e Cluster Bomb 

Since 1966 the US Air Force is using cluster bombs (ant i-pe rSon­
nel bombs) against the DRV. The constructional principle and 
the' effects of these new types of arms violate international' 
law and in particular the Hague Declaration of 29 July 1899. 
~is declarat10n bans projectiles which expand or flatten 
in_the human body. 

~e USA. has steadily increased the mass destructive 
effect of the cluster bomb, e.g., by time fuses, by in­
creasing the number of individual bombs and by making the 
pellets of plastic instead of steel. ~e plastic pellets can 
ha~dly be rtlcognized on the X-ray photograph.~is greatly 
hampers medical assistance. 

~e delegation was able to convince itself of'the 
dangerousness of this weapon and its violation of interna­
tional law by means of .photographs, eye-witness testimo~,. 
the inspection ot the organs of killed persons, an examina­
.tion of .medical report sheets and X-ray films. 

I 

~e' cluster bomb unit contains 500 to 650 cluster bombs 
I . 

Similar in shape to a medium sized orange. Each of them con-
tains approximately 300 steel or plastic' pellets with a dia­
meter of 6.5 rom. b plastic pellets are filled with.poison. 
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!I!b.e area which can 1;Ie covered 1;Iy a cluster bomb.unit dropped. 
from medium height is 250 x 1,000 metres. !I!b.erefore, a plane 
can kill all unsheltered people on a sqUare kilometre.by four 
cluster bomb units. b destructive effect was increased 
etill :tUrth'erby the combined use of high explosive and 
cluster bombs. 

b injuries by the blunt pellets - deformed on striking 
bones - correspond to injuries caused by dwn-dum bullets. 
!I!b.e track of the pellet is three to four times as wide as 
the diameter of the pellet. Bones are smashed, blOOd vessel.s 
torn and several pellet tracks are produced by the rebound 
in bony cavities (skull, ~horax, spinal cord). The most 

/ 

numerous victims of this deadly weapon were peasant women. 
on the fields, people shopping in the markets, workers in' 

the open a1:!: (open-cast mining, :1:00.9. buildinG, h~rtic1.tltu:J:'e, 
fishing, salt-mining) and childl'en on the way to school. . 
Eaids with cluster bombs took place usually during change 
ofahifts, at the beginning of school hours, during church , 
services, when fishermen came ashore and at market -times, 
i.e., always when a gathering of people could be expected. / 

'b) Incendiary Weapons 

various incendiary bombs (alldgtenades) were used since 
1965. According to the pres,s, the USA spent 40 million dol-' 
lars for the furtherdevelopmel1t of napalm in 1967 alone. ' 

!I!b.e following were used from 1965 to 1967: 

- phosphorous bombs (known since the .$econd World War); 
- napalm bombs (known. since the Second World War.); 
- metallic napalm combinations (new US development, now be-

ing tested inVietn.am).; 
- new development or.further development of magnesiuJU in"; 

cendiary bombs • 

. Since 1965, napalm has mainly. been used in South Viet­
nam - but in several cases also in the north of the country. 
On 15. July 19ti6, for instance, American planes poured napalm 
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over the village of Ngu ~uy in Quang Binh Province. At the 
same time they shot at the peasants fleeing from the village 
and dropped cluster bombs on them. 

1'he injuries by incendiary weapons like napalm, phos­
phorous, thermite and magnesium bombs are particularly serious. 
Examinations of people who had been killed by napalm showed 
that,'death had mostly been caused not ,by the burns alone but 
above all the carbon monoxide gases which arise from the ex­
plosion. ~e carbon monoxide gases paralyze the human being 
and make it impossible for him to flee, from the fire zone and 
bring himself to safety. 

- ~e type of weapons and the way they are used; 

- the raids on institutions of public health, housing areas, 
churches, pagodas and irr~ation systems; 

'\ , 
\ 

- the systematic development and purposeful use of cluster 
and: napalm bombs - weapons which are completely banned -

do not permit the slightest doubt of the intention and 
determination of the US government to exterminate the Viet­
namese people. 

1'he proof that the USA consciously perpetrates genocide . ' 

can also be taken from,a number of statements by prominent 
representatives of, the ruling class in the United St,ates. 
~e world was shocked most by General LeMay's statemel),t' 
that the USA should I'bomb (North Vietnam) back into the' stone 
age" (quoted from Aussenpoiitik, Freibtixg im BrEds,gau, No. 
5/1967, page 273),. ~is expression is, no individual example • 
~e former-supreme commander of the US army of intervention 
in Saigon, General Westmoreland, made avery similar, state-
ment to the British journalist Donald Wise, when he said:. ' . 

, "We have writ:ten off this generation of Vietnamese ••• We 
shall force the enemy, with complicated, e:rms which he cannot 
attord,to plead for mercy." (Daily Mirror, 24' March 1965, 
retranslated from the, German) 
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1\'10 years later General Westmoreland said in a press 

interview, that the Americans would exert a "maximum pres­

sure" for so long and 'by. all ava ila ble means, "unt 11 Hano i . 

recognizes that its country is bled white to the brink of 

catastrophe". (Associated Press, Sai~on 14 April 1967, re­

translated from the German) A little later, officers of his 

staff who act as advisers to dictator!l!b.ieu, told American 

journalists; "Every useful target should be destroyed. Hanoi 

should feel every bit of the capability of the Americans to 

bomb North Vietnam out of existence. II US News &: World Report , 

18 September 1967, page 39) 
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Dr. J.S c h u 1 z 
Member of the Executive Committee of the Union of Jurists of 
the GDli 

!!.'he us Aggression in Vietnam - a Crime against Peace 
(January 1970) 

~ fundamental fact to be considered in an analysis\of 
the Vietnam Vlar from an aspect of international laVi is that the, 
United States of America as one of the greatest military powe'rs 
of our time is conducting a war against the Vietnamese people 
and their state, political and military establishments (em­
bodied by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Provisio­
nal Government of South Vietnam,) and thereby is intervening in 
an unparalleled way in the life of this nation of 30 million 
people and preventing them from exercising their due right of 
self~determination as derived from international law. Since 
modern international law has as its subject the regulation of 
interstate relations and with regard to the right of self­
determination of the peoples even the basie organization of their 
relations, the war conducted by the USA 
in Vietnam raises the question of principle as ,to what at f1,11 
gives the United States of America the right to carry out mili­
tary actions in that oountry from which it is separated by a 
mighty ocean? Present-day international law allows states out­
side the organization of the United Nations only two possibil­
ities to employ military force: individual or oollectiveself­
defence, which must be preceded by an armed attack against a 
state or a group of states, the combating of which, however, 
is not assumed by the Security council. l 

!!.'he question of whether the USA is involved in a case of 
individual self-defence has been brought forward neither in the 
literature nor by the USA itself, since it is quite absurd even 
to consider the question of a Pearl Harbor caused by Vietnam. 
!!.'he political and ideological reoourse on the part of the USA 
to a case of individual self-defence towards the Vietnamese 
peoples is thus simply excluded with ~egard to the persons, 
responsible for this US aggression. 
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In view of the above established basic situation of inter-. 
national law there remains for. the USA - since the case of 

. individual self-defence is. out of consideration from the v~ry 
outset - theoret:Lcally only' one way out to justify its military 
presence and activity in Vietnam juridically: it must nolens 
volens bring into play the right to collective self-defence if 
it does not want to appear - a priori and obvious for every-. 
body - as a. power which'has subscribed to a policy of torce 
which is just as inconsiderate as it is open. Since the ruling 
circles of the USA do not want to charge themselves with a viola­
tion of international law they in fact go this road by appealing 
to the right of collective self-defence which they are allegedly 
making use of in Vietnam. 2 '. ' 

But this argument is coupled with a quite decisive weak­
ness: ~e picture of the USA given in the memorandum of the 
Department of State, of .the United States granting unselfish 
aid to a militarily threatened state in its ~ruggle to preserve 
its own independence does not agree at all wi:th the realities. 
In simple fact the material and legal prerequisites do not exist 
in Vietnam which could be referred to by the USA to justify 
a resulting right to collective self-defence. 

~e prerequisites demanded by present-day international 
law for the application of this right - in agreement with what 

\ 

has b~en presented above - are clear and simple: 

First: ~ere must be a state which could be the object of 
an armed attack and which could be granted to aid by other 
states'; 

second: ~ere must in fact be amllitl'1ry. (armed) attack 
against this existing state. Neither conditionc'is to be found 
iri Vietnamese reality (this will be gone into in the following 
exposition), so that there is no legal basis for the United 
States being able to make use of military force in Vietnam in 
accordance with international law.' Nor do the necessary prereq-· 
uisites for this come into being by the fact that their .. 
existence is repeatedly alleged by .the USA, as .is-done in the, 
quoted memorandum of.the US Secretary of State and in other 



- 47": 

statements in the .A.merican press. 

If the historical facts are examined with their irreversible 
I 

.,relevance in international law the following basic state ,of. af-
fairs· emerges: 

- I,nl954 - whEinthe USA began its direct intervention in 
the internal affairs of the Vietnamese nation -; there was only 
one VietMmel;!e state: the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, which 
came into existence in September 1954 a~ a result of the e~tire 
Vietname sepeople exercising the ir r,ight of self-determination. 

, 
-In the agreements arrived at in Geneva in 1954 the DIlV 

Vias legally assured "that with the all-Vietnamese elections to 
be held two years later, that 'is in 1956, the establishment of 
the state unity 0'[ the Vietnamese people would be definitively 
completed and that for this reason no new - second - Vietnamese 
state was to be established for this short period in the south­
ern zone of the country. 

~esetwo basic facts cause the juridical construction 
developed by the United States - that it Was granting aid to a 
militarily a"ttacked state within the frameworko! the right to 
collective self-defence - to collapse like a pack 01'.· cards and 
the political events in South Vietnam to appear as what they 
actually are: a consequence of the intervention or aggression 
by the USA in Vietnam in violation of international law, declared 
to be contrary both to general international law and the Geneva 
Agreement of 20 July 1954. For it Vias the USA which established 
a puppet regime subject to it since 1954 by means of continued 
inte~vention in the internal affairs Of., the Vietnamese people. 
~e "cry for help" for military assistance against the "ag-

. gressive" north on the part of this puppet regime Vias to veil 
its oVin intervention and aggression. In the following sect.ions 
we shall go into the above-mentioned state of affairs more 

closely. 

~, llie year 1945 was not only a time when a number of Euro­
pean nations threw off the yoke of foreign oppression, it was 
for the Vietnamese people, too, a year of great national deci-

/ 
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siona. In August of that year the people of Vietnam rose after 
decades of struggle against the colonial domination establish­
ed'in the country in the 19th century3 - exploiting the defeat 
of imperialist Japan and the military w~akness of the old 
colonial power France for national liberation"- in a revolution 
whose most 'important national result was the foundation of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam on 2 September 1945. 4 

~is Significant event was the conse,<luence of theseiz1ll'e 
of pol-itical power in the whole of, Vietnam by the national 
liberation movement, by the Viet Minh. fhe seizure of political 
power by'the Viet Minh had' its beginning in the north of Viet­
nam, in 1'onking (Bac Ky) i on 19 August 1945 the provisional 
government arising out of the Viet Minh took Over power in Hanoi. 
~e people's power then spread quickly via. Annam (Trung Ky) to 
the south, to Cochin China (Nam Ky). Already on 25 August 1945 
the people of 'Saigon united in a mighty demonstration in front 
of the buildings of the old colonial power under the banner of 
the new political power (the red flag with the yellow star), 
in order to. greet the seizure of power on behalf of the neW 
provisional government by a. committee of the Viet Minh. The new 
power had only to fight some skirmishe.s with the Japanese 
troops still in the country; afterwards the liberation movement 
had power throughout the whole country, in the north as well as 
the s.outh of Vietnam. 5 

The shift in power which had come about in the country 
was for instance expressed by the abdication of the Emperor of 
Annam Bao Dai on 23 August 1945; two days later he - under the 
pressure of the masses - even handed over the symbol of the old 

. ' 
imperial power at a mass political rally -the crown je,wels -. . 6 . 
to the chairman of the Viet Minh,' Tran Huy Lieu. That sym- . 
bolically freed the ro.ad to the foundation of a new. democratic 
state in Vietnam. ~e OentralCommittee of the Viet Minh gave 
expression in those days to this internal consequence of the -. 
national liberation struggle of. the Vietnamese people under the. 
le,adership of the Viet Minh by making the. 'historicall;V im-· 
portant deolaration: 
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II~e Demo.cratic Republic o.f Vietnam is fo.unded.Our! 
chains nave been bro.ken.' At lo.ng last, w~ are ex­
periencing days o.f jo.y througho.ut the co.untry, days o.f 
happiness and liberty'after the lo.ng years o.f French 

, ~o.lo.nial do.minatio.n. 117 

b Vietnamese peo.ple, after a struggle with many priva­
tio.ns, finally successfully exercised their right to' 'self­
determinatio.n and established theirnatio.nal, independent state. 
Fro.m the standpo.int o.f internatio.nal law this so.vereign act o.f 
the Vietnamese nation Vias of the greatest importance: as bearers 
of the right of self-determination they created an independent' 
state out of the organs of the national liberation movement. 
From( the point of view of international law this state was from 
the very moment of its establishment the organ competent for t~e 
so.vereignty over the entire territory of Vietnam - also over 
that part of Vietnam which de facto was not yet under its power 
0'1' which was' again torn cut of its power. 

~e founding of the state in September 1945 in Vietnam was, 
borne by the will of the entire Vietnamese nation; therefore, 
since that moment the sovereignty of the Demo.cratic Republic of 
Vietnam extended de jure over the entire territory inhabited by 

the Vietnamese nation. 1he presence of British and Chinese troops 
for the purpose o.f disarming and transpo.rting'Japanese military 
units still in Vietnam8 can thus never be assessed as a cir­
cumstance which could call into. Cluesticm the sovereignty of the 
DRV arising cut of the self-determinatio.n of the Vietnamese people 

, over the who.le of Vietnam; nor could the later intrusion of the 
French legally change this aitua'tion. 

With the recognition of the right o.f tl1epeoples to self­
determination in the Charter of the United Nations (Arti~es 1 
and 55) the principle .of self-determination of the peoples was 
given the, character 9f a generally reco.gnized norm of inter­
national law9, w~ich confers legality in international law from 
this time on to the struggle of'all peoples - and therefore also. 

, i, '_ -; - ~ 

, to the national struggle of the Vietnamese people - fo.r the 
establishment o.f their own, independent state. ~is no.rm, more"; 
over, legally protected the Vietnamese people and their a,tate 
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organs against any new, attempt by imper:1a.listpowers to. call 
the existence 0'1 the national state into question once it has 
been e,stablished. After the right of the peoples to s.elf­
determination having been established as a generally recognized 
norm of pres.ent-day international law any attempt to torpedo 
Vietnamese self-determination, once this stage of development 
had been attained, represents a striking breach of inter­
national law - irrespective of the form of such an attempt. 

!rb.e old colon:1a.lpower in Indochina - France - was but 
little impre.ssed in 1945-46 by this new situation in interna­
tional law. Already in autumn 1945 it made the illegal attempt 
to strangle the YOJlllg Vietnamese state and restore the old 
colon:ial exploitation in that country. !rb.e Vietnamese people" 
brought about the failure of this first offence against the 
sovereignty and territor:1a.l integrity of the DnV by energetic 
resistance to the French troops. In addition they went to the 
polls on 6 January 1946 to ele.ct a national assembly and thereby 
additionally strengthened the political power of the republic 
founded in September 1945. 

On the basis of this military and political success of the 
young Vietnamese republic France finally had to agree tonegoti­
ations which the DRVcould use to consolidate the position of. 
the young Vietnamese state in international law~ ~e Paris 
governme·nt had to attest to the independence of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam in the agreement concluded' on 6 March. 1946 
between France and the DRV: 

"!rb.e French government recognizes the Republic of Viet­
nam as a free state which possesses its own government, 
its own parliament~ its own army and its own finances and 
Which isa part of the Indochiilese Federation and of the 
Frl'lnch Union. n 10 

, 
~e international status of the Democratic Republic of 

Vietnam was thereby unequivocally and irrevers1bly fixed (so 
far as the Vietnamese people did not themselves.determine a new 
status .in international law): 

- The DRV was now also recognized a.s an independent state, 
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as a subject of international lf1w,by the old colonial power 
France, but joined at first the French Republic in a relation-
sh:j.p' similar to a cOnfederation. l1 . '... 

In Article I of the. treaty of 6 March 1946 the ~ench gov-, 
ernment undertook the obligation to respect the will of the 
Vietnamese people concerning their decision on the unification 
of the three Ky (Nam Ky or Cochin China, 1'rung Ky or Annam, 
Bac Xy or ~nking) into a territorial and state entity. 

~e corresponding will of the Vietnamese people just 
recognized by France was then proclaimed in Articl~ 2 of the 
Constitution of the DRVadopted in November 1946: ~e three , 
regions were in future to be indivisible. ~e peopie of Vietnam 
had thus created in implementation of their right to self­
determination an externally and internally democratic and 
united Viet.namese state - against the resistance of imperialist 
and colonial forces - a state w,iJ.ich could claim for itself the 
protection of present-day international law like any other state. 

~e leading imperialist circles of France, however, did not 
stop ~t the fhst offence (autumn 1945) against the DEV. Vlhen 
they felt themselves to be stronger oilitarily and believed tlley 
had more chance of success with a second attempt to strangle tlle 
new state, they began an open wal' against the Democratic Rel'ublic 
of "lietnam in December 1946. The Vietnamese people unflinching­
ly took up the . fight· against the old colonial pOWer France under 
the leadership of the Viet 'Minh and in the course of long and 
hard battles could retain 90 per cent of the country under the.ir 
own control and sovereignty. Finally in summer 1954 France 'had 
to .accept its decisive military defeat at Dien Bien Phu and 
declare its readiness to cease military operations. On 20 July 
1954 the commander-in-chief of the armed fOl'ces of the French 
Union and the commander-in-chief of the People 'sArmy of Viet­
nam, who was at the same time Deputy Minister of Defence of the' 
Democratic Republic 'of Vietnam, signed the agreement on the ces­
sation of hostilities oetween the two partie s.12~e c,eaee-fu-e 
agreement, - a legal treaty in international law between the 
subjects in international law France end the Democratic ,RePublic 
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of Vietnam - bad the sole function of confirming the cessation 
of operations and establishing.regulaUons for the practical, 
implementation of this intention. of the two parties. It 
brought about - that unambiguously emerges from the entire 
content of the treaty ~ no new legal effects concerning the 
basic position of the DRV in international law. ~a't could 
not take place because the treaty was signed by a representa­
tive of tile DRV governmeni; with full powers. With its signature 
on the cease-~ire agreem~nt France again recognized the ex­
istence of the DRV as an independent state. 

/ " We rec·all the following regulations as the most :important 
\ provisions of this agreementl 

1. A military demarcation l-ine was to be drawn at the 17th 
parallel, behind which to the south the French and to the 
north the Vietnamese troops were to be withdrawn; 

2. a demilitarized zone was to be established extending five 
kilometres north and five kilomett'es south of the· 17th 
parallel; 

3. the r.egrouping of the troops of the two partisshad to take 
place in precisely fixed stages; 

·4. neither of the parties was permitted to introduce neW and 
additional troops into the regrouping zones; the shift in 
existing troops was exactly stipulated and was to be con­
trolled; 

5. the regrouping zones could not be affiliated to any of the 
then existing military alliances; 

6. the regrouping zones could not be .expanded into foreign 
military bases; 

7. during the period from the coming into force of the agree­
ment until the conclusion of the regrouping of troops civil­
ians could shift from one zone to the other; 

8. neither of the parties could threaten civilians with repri­
sals just because they had taken part in, the hostilities; 
they were to be granted all democratic oivil liberties; 
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9. the withdrawal ef all. French. treeps sheu,ld be cempleted by . 

the terminatien ef the transi tienal peried frem' 1954 to. 1956 

~ese and all ether supplementary measUres bere a primari­
ly military and erganizatienal character. This becemesespecial­
ly clear frem the fact that the seuthern and nerthernzenes en 
beth sides ef the 17th parallel were not designated and cen­
sidered as parts ef newly arisen states but selely'and alene 
in the sense ef the cease-fire agreement as regreuping zenes.· 

~t the parties did net have the intentien to. fix the 
frentiers ef two. Vietnamese states is shewn further by Article 
14ef the agreement; it clearly expresses the intentien ef the 
parties ef net intending to. destrey the unity of the Vietna­

-mese state with the enfercement ef the cease-fire; rather it 
was emphasized that in the near future electiens were to. be 
held i'which will implement the unity ef Vietnamn •

13 

Moreever, this agreement between France ,and the DRV was 
cennected with A.:rtlcle 7 ef the cencluding declaratien ef the 

14 . 
Geneva Oenferenceef21 July 1954. It assured the Vietnamese 
peeple and the state ergans existing at that time, that is, 
the gevernment ef the DB V, that the electiens will be held fer 
the definitive establishment ef the unity ef tlle republic in 
1956 under the supervisien ef an internatienal cemmissien; 
frem July 1955, finally, relevap.t negetiatiens fer the prepara­
tien ef these electiens were to. be undertaken between the 
representatives e·f the .twe zenes - that is, in fact between the 
representatives ef the DBV and France er pessible successers15 • 

!nerder frem the very beginning to. remeve the basis leI' 
any attempt to. make a false judgment ef the line between the 
two. regreuping zenes, which might be made after 1954 (and in 
fact was), the participating states in the Geneva Oenference 
determined in Article 6 ef their cencluding declaration "that 
the military demarcatien line is enly temporary and is under no. 
circumstances to. be interpreted as a pelitical er territerial 
frentier" •. 

It is. indubitably clear en the basis of these previaiens 
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that the military demarcation line on the 17th parallel was 
solely a provisional separation line erected between the troops 

'of France a:nd the, People's Army of Vietnam, but would be and was 
,to be.automatically annulled by. the intended political measures 

- the elections of the Vietnamese .people for a national assembly 
representing the whole of Vietnam. 

When the right of the Vietnamese people to self-determina­
tion is compared with the' agreements of the Geneva negotiations 
it is obvious that the government of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam made a .compromise with France in the cease-fire agree­
ment. The recognition of the unity of Vietnam as the state 
·representation of the Vietnamese JJ.ation at the time and of its 
state created on 2 September 1945, which from 1956 was to 
effectively exercise power over the entire territory inhabited 
by the Vietnamese people was an inalienable element of this 

'. , 
compromise; without the recognition of this basic demand the 
conclusion of' the Geneva Agreement would be scarcely conceivable. 
At a session of the Central Committee of the Party of Working 
People of Vietnam on 15 July 1954 Ho Chi Minh formulated the at­
titude of the party on the question of the establishment of 
regroupment zones and the military demarcation line connect ed 
with it as follows: 

nA marking of the regroupment zones for the armed forces 
does not mean the division of our country, it is only a 
provisional measure for completing the reunification of 
the country." 16 

!l!b.e basic demands of the Vietnamese side outlined here 
finally had to be accepted at the· concluding session of the 
Geneva Oonference on 21 July 1954, and the states approving 
the, c.oncluding. declaration pledged "to respect the sovereignty 
and independe~ce, the unity and territorial integrity of Cambo­
dia, laos and Vietnam and to refrain from any ihterference in 
their internal affairs".17 -

In summary the following situation in Vietnam emerges for 
the years 1954 to 1956 as stipulated in international agree­
ments: 

" 1 , 
! 
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- France and the. states part:Lcipating in the Geneva Con­
ference respect the right to self-determination of the Viet­

,namese J)eople and assure them that .they will live in a united, 
independent and sovereign Vietname.se state as from 1956 • 

. - The regulations agreed upon between France and the 
'. Democratic Republic of Vietnam in the cease-fire agreement of 

20 July 1954 create no basically new relations in international 
law but refer solely to the practical enforcement of the cease­
fire t after the enforcement of which the Vietnamese people can 
prepare themselves for the holding of free elections, as a ., . 

result of which all parts ot Vietnam will be.under a united and 
independent Vietnamese state power. 

- France concludes the eease-fire agreement with the 
, 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam and thereby necessarily 
recognizes the DBVas the only Vietnamese state, which Up to 
195,6 is in a position to exercise its factual sovereignty only 
over part of Vietnam but in which from 1956 all parts of. the 
country are to be united in one state. 

- Until the final unification of the country in 1956 ~ 
that .is, fOr a period of only two years - no new second Viet­
namese state is to come into existence in the southern zone. of . 
Vietnam. 

That is a compelling and extremely important conclusion 
which primarily arises out of the fact that the line on the 
17th parallel was only a provisional demarcation line. serving 
military purposes and that from 1955.,the preparations for all­
Vietnamese elections were to b.e begun, as a. result of widch the 
unification of all parts of Vietnam in the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam was to be completed. 

!L'he 1&s.t two statements are of· special significance for 
the assessment in international law of develOpments in Vietnam 
since 20 July 19,4; therefore, a few important considerations 
from the point of view of international law. should be added to 
,them. 

. . 

After the beginning of its m;l.litary actions in 1946 France 
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had sought to' establish a Vietnamese oounter-government under 
the leadership of former :emperor Bao lld in parts of the llRV 

,0ccupied'bY its troops as a result of'an aggression;18 it even 
signedatr~aty with the representative of this "government II on 
4 June 1954 on the "independence " of Vietnam. 19 But this treaty , , 
never became reality in international law, becauaeit - a treaty 
requiring ratification - was never ratified by the parties. 

'Finally Prance had to abandon its plans on the international , 
,law 'level, ,for it. c.oncluded on 20 July 1954 the cease-fire 
agreement with the government of the DRV without involving its 
puppet regime in this treaty. In this agreement the two con- , 
tracting pa:rties made themselves responsible in international 
law for its enforcement - the llRV for the northern part and 
France for the southern part of Vietnam. LinI,ed with the provi­
sions of the concluding Geneva declaration on the preservation 
of tlle unity of Vietnam, the recognition of its sovereignty, 
independence ana territorial integrity this act indicates that 
the French Republic declared its renunciation in international 
law'of setting up a second Vietnamese state alongside the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and to obtain internat ional and 
national recognition for it'. 

lliere is no doubt that this concrete belmviour of the 
French Republic had a positive significance politically and 
from the point of view of inte:rmational law. On the other hand 

" 
it must be recalled, in this connection that concerning Vietnam 
an international law situation had developed irrespective of 
that, a situation which never offered a platfOrm for France 
juridically to create a second "Vietnamese" state. As, already 
stated, wl:lenFrance unleashed its neo-colonialist predatory' 
war in Vietnam in 1946 the Democratic Republic of Vie tnaJll 

. existed. It existed an All_ Vietnamese s~ate which the Viet-
, 

namese !leople Imd created for themselv{ls in free sel:f'-d'etermina-
tion -in the national liberation revolution of the summer of 
1945. As a result the territory inhabited b;)i the ~ietnamese 
people Vias Qlearly subject de jure to tile sovereign. territory 

~, of the DR,V. 20 After· the re.cognition of the peoples' right of 
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self-determination and the prohibition of the use of 1'orce in 
the United Nations Charter the military attack by France on 
the DRV can be considered only .as an offensive Vial' in v.iolettion 

},. . . 
of international law, asran aggression. But this could not 
create for the aggressor state France any rights ininternatio­
nal law concerning the illegitimate - but de facto - occupied 
region of the DRV. Insofar as it is assumed toot France may 
have had rights in Vietnam\in international law before the 
August revolution, they were quite certainly extinguished with 
the foundation of the DRV in September 1945 in agreement with 
the right of self-determination of the peoples. :Jlle French 
Republic was entitled on .these grounds neither to a new an­
nexation of the Vietnamese territory occupied by it, nor did it 
have thE: right to establish a "government II dependent on it to 
which France could grant the quality of being an independent 
"state ". 

,Since a war of aggression is forbidden by international 
law, all other measure-s of the aggressor state - and this is an ,. 
unavoidable consequence of this prohibition - directed at the de 

. . 
facto securing of the territory "acquired" by e:ggression, exert 
no constitutive effect in international law. :Jlle evidence of 
this juridical connection requires no further explanation. The 
state practice, which was introduced into international law 
under the term "Stimson Doctr ine", and had been developed after 
the Briand-Kellog Pact had come into force, was based not least 
on this concept. Wben Japan 0 coupied -parte of China in 1931 
and there "established" .thepuppet Mandchukuo state, the majori­
ty of the then existing states and the League of Nationsre­
fused to recognize this regime - precisely on the grounds that 
the .establisl:lmentof· this regimeasa "state" was the' direct 
result of Japanese aggression and intervention.21 Analogous to 
this event the states of the anti-Hitler coalition in the 
period of the Second World War denied the fascist aggreSSions 
and their direct consequences any constitutive effect in inter­
national law. 1'!llrough the recognition of the' peoples'· right to 
self-determination and the. prohibition of the use of for.ce in 
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the United Nations Charter the above-desc:r1bed juridical con­
nect.ion between the illegality of aggressive actionsa;nd the . , 
juridical nullity of the de facto measures to secure them on 
the part of the aggressor has undoubtedly won importance from 
the 'StandpOint of international law. It is impossible to pass 
over this connection in establishing aggressive acts; there-I 
fore., it must also be applied to the war of aggression un­
leashea by France in 1946 andtha attempt to creates. French 
puppet regime - declared as a second "Vietnamese" government. 

, I " 

!I!hat means that even if France w.ith its collaborator Bao ISi 
had concluded the above-named treaty with a formally neces­
sary ratification the illegitimacy of such a regime in terms 
of international law would not have been doubted. ~ese con­
siderations are indispensable in view of the - as already, 
explained- miscarried attempts of France to create a second 
"government" in Vietnam up to 1954; but they gain in signifi­
cance when it is taken'into consideration that after 1954 
the USA, openly assumed the position of .France and went the road 
o·f creating its own puppet regime (the Diem regime). 

Uter investigating the concrete conduct of the French 
Rspublic and outlining the general situation from the point of 
view of international law concetning Vietnam the follOWing state 
of affaire arises: ~e Democratic Republic of Vietnam is in 
1954 the only state legally existing on the territory of the 
Vietnamese people; the government of this state .is the govern- . 
ment whose representatives conclUded the cease-fire agreement 
of 20 July 1954 with the French .Republic; Francethe:rewith 
recogni2;es that this government represents the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam in international law. 

Along with France the other states approving the concluding 
qeclaration of the Gene~a Oonference also approved this situation 
in Vietnam. 22 However,tll.e United States of America is. not one 
of them •. ~e refusal of the USA, to accept the vieW of the other 
confer.enceparticipants is to be attributed to a decision of the . 
then US .Secretary of State John Foster Dulles;23 he did not want 
to give progreSSive forces in Southeast Asia alliY" clear argument 
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for substantiating the approval of the USA. 24 

~is attitude ·of the USA has certainly been of great 
poli t.ical consequence because the future behaviour ot the 
United States in the Southeast Asian region can be inferred 
from it; but it nev~r had the juridical significance which the 
US memorandum of April 1966 would like. to attribute to it: name­
ly, not being bound by the Geneva concluding declaration and the 
regulations recognized in it. J1'ven under 'these concrete condi­
tions the USA is pledged to respect the results of the Geneva 
'Conference - just like those powers which approved the 
concluding declaration. It must be fully cle~r that all states 
existing at that time were pledged in accordance with the 
General liability in international law to respect the right of 
the peoples to self-determination, to accept the results of the 
struggle of the Vietname~e nation for its self-determination in 

. \ '.. 

order to create an independent Vietnamese state. Even when the 
Vietnamese people and the state representing them in this pro­
cess entered into a political compromise, neither France nor any 
other of the then existing states have the right ~o frustrate 
the implementation of this compromise - or other forms of the 
implementation of the Vietnamese people's right of self-determ­
ination. ~us there is not the slightest foundation for third 
states to intervene-in the process of the dissolution of the 
colonial regime - a process which takes place between the nation 
striving for independence and the o.ne-time oppressing colonial 
power. ~ird states must respect the results of this process 
j:ust as the former colonial power itself, since they all a~e 
subject to the dbligations ariSing out of the right Of the 
peoples to self-determinat ion. 

~ .want to assume that the individual states were bound to 
the results of this national liberation struggle only on the 
basis of a concrEilte ad hOc;lapproval means wanting to negate the 
extraordinarily significant circumstance that the right of the 
peoples to self-determinatio'n already obligates/ the states~ in 
any case • .After the United Nations CbEirter came into force it 
was simply no longer possible, in connection with the solution 
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of the Vietnam conflict, to ad'opt the point of view that the 
recognition of the peoples' right to self-determination in the 
United Nations Charter had no relevance for this case • 

:aut even taking into consi.deration the fa.ot that the gov­
ernment ot the USA does not prooeed from the above-oharaoterized 
legal situation it has no grounds to draw the oonclusion from , 
the oiroumstanoe that it did not aooede to the Geneva oonoluding 
deolaration that it need not respeotthe results of the Geneva 
Oonferenoe. In international law as in oonstitutional law there 
is the basio prinoiple that a legal subjeot 0 is not entitled 
to torpedo an agreement oonoluded between the legal subjeots 
A, B, D and E under the exouse that 0 is not a party to the 

25 agreement oonoerned. 

From whatever angle the matter is oonsidered one thing is 
indis.putable: The United States of Amerioa is obligated to 
respeot the solution agreed upon at the Geneva Oonferenoe and 
to undertake no aotion direoted against it. Every attempt by 
non-Vietnamese powers to alter the internal politioal relation .. " 

of foroes in Vietnam and to establish a seoond Vietnamese state 
alongside the Demooratio Republio of Vietnam for the proteotion 
of the interests of reaotion at home and abroad meant at that 
time as Vlell as today a breaoh of international law and a dis­
regard .of the r ~ht of the people to determine the ir own 
destiny. !rhe VietnaJ:lese people made their deoision in August 
and September 1945, whioh ]!,rance intended to brush aside in 
misjudging the new historioal oonstallation of foroes. 

Developments have proved that Franoe was not suoo'essful in 
oreating a oounter-"governmen t" rooted in the people; Bao Dei 
remained a puppet alienated from the people during the entire 
eight years of war by Franoe against the DBV, a Vietnamese 
Quisling manipulated by the old oolonial power. In July 1954 . 

. Franoe finally offioially renQunoed in Geneva the oontinuation 
of these efforts. It is obvious that a few months after the end 
'of the Geneva. Conferenoe neither the internal politioal,.oonstel­
lation of foroes nor the situation of Vietnam in 'international 
law, had ohanged; there v.;as thus neither internal politioal nor 
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. international and legal grounds for the establishment of a 
second state or a second government in Vietnam'. If the USA 
wanted to change this situation - and this was indicated in, the , . . 

attitude of the USA at the Geneva Conference - it w()uld bave to 
intervene in the internal affairs of the Vietl1ameSe nation, as 
there were no Vietnamese forces which were to be taken serious­
ly which were in a position to represent the interests of the 
USA independently. 

1 Of. Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nat ions. 

2 

"Nothing in the present Charter sl:J.all impair the inherent 
right of individual or collective self-defence if an .. 
armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, 
until the Security Council bas taken measures necessary to 
maintain international peace and secur'"i ty." !Jll.e case of 
self-defence - individual or collective - is in fact not 
repealed by the provision of Article 2, paragraph 4 of the 
Cbarter, but this article envisages that primarily "all 
Members sball r.efrain in the ir international relations from 
the threat. or use of force against the territorial integrity 
or pOlitical independence of any state, or in any other 
manner l.nconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations." 
Recourse to the right of self-defence is envisaged only 
when the obligations arising out of Article 2, paragraph 4 
in the form of an armed attack are not observed, cf. on this 
G. J. iUnkin, Das Volkerrecht del' GegenV'Jart '(Present-day 
International Law), :Berlin, 1963, p. 31: ''According to the 
UN Charter.a state can use force against another state in 
only two cases ••• u; tbat can "occur in accordance with the 
Charter only in the case of individual or collective self­
defence I', under the prerequisites fixed in Article 51 of the 
Charter; these are: 1. an armed attack must occur or have 
occurred; 2. the Security Council of the United Nations bas 
taken no measures which it considers necessary for the 
maintenance of world peace and international security. Of. 
also , published by M. Sorensen, 
New W. Scbarmasanaschwili, 

" (~e l'erm Self-

VBl~errechts (Present-day 
Ber in, 1962, pp. 252-53 

) , 

Office of the Of. Memorandum from the Department of State, 
Legal Adviser, 4 March 1966, published in~~~*;f7!~fl7a 
Record, Vol. 112, No. 43, of 10 March 196 
also reprinted in publication~ ~ffi~ 
issued in 1967 by,the Consult: 
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Committee on American Foreign Policy towards Vietnam,' pp. 
113 ff; cf. also F. B.' Schick, "Some Refle ctions on the 
legal Controversies Concerning America'!l Involvement in 
Vietnam" in International and Comparative Law Quarterly, 
Vol. 17, October 1968, p. 957 

Of. Vietnam, History t Documehts and 0Iinions on a Mattor 
World CriSis, pubiiS~ed by M. E. Gett eman, Greenwic , 
connecticut, 1965, Fawcett Publications, pp. 17-25 

Of. Ch. Fournia.u, "La rfivolution d 'aottt 1945 au Vietnam" 
(The August 1945 Revolution in Vietnam), in Cahiers du 
Communisme, Par is, 1961, No.9, pp. 1424 ff. -

Of. Gettleman, OPe cit., pp. 41 ff 
c 

Of. Fournia.u, OPe cit., p. 1432; Bao Dai unmistakably 
expressed his renunciation of the exercise of power in the 
abdication declaration of August 1945 when he stated: 
" ••• we transfer the power to the democratic-republican 
government. It This declaration is rej)rinted by Gettleman, 
OPe cit., pp. 59-60 

Of. Fournia.u, OPe cit., p. 1433 

Of. Gettleman, OPe cit., p. 42 

The principle of the self-determination of the peoples is 
. recognized in general in Article 1, paragraph 2, and 
Article 55 of the United Nations Charter. Of. on this 
R. Arzinger, s Selbstbestimmun srechtim all emeinen Vdl-
kerrecht der Gegenwar e· g '0 ue - e erm a loOn 
in contemporary International Law), Barlin, 1966, pp. 
161·240 and 176-319 

Of. Bulletin Hebdomadaire, (Weekly Bulletin) MinisUre de la 
France 1 i OUtremer, No. 67, 18 March 1946; also in Gettleman, 
OPe cit., p. 61 

In a confederation the members of this union of states 
retain their full status as subjeqts of :1:nternatio,nal lawl . 
the establishment of joint organs does not revoke the 
ind\'1pendence of the powers taking part in this organ. The 
British Commonwealth, among others, is also organized 
according to this pr1nciple ,- . 

Of. Further Documents Relating to the Discussions of Indo­
china at the Geneva Conference (Miscellaneous No. 20/1954, 
Command Paper, 9239), London! Great Britain Parliamentary 
Sessional Papers, XXU (1953-54), pp. 27-38, also in 
Gettleman, OPe cit., pp.137-150,and Vietnam and Inter­
national Law, OPe cit., pp. 137-147 
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Professor Dr. Erioh B u .0 h h 0 1 z 
Professor of Criminal Law at the Humboldt University in Berlin 

On the War Crimes of the USA 'in Vietnam (February 1969) 
~ 

~e profoundly criminal nature of all imperialist aggres-
sion - such as the US aggression in Vietnam - logicall;y ex­
presses itself in the no less criminal ways in which it is car­
ried out. ~us, in accordance with Article 6 and Article 5, 
respectively, of the statutes of the International Military 
Tribunals,proof is once again given of their applicability 
ih Vietnam .. especially after ,the. crimes committed by the 
fascis,t aggressors which were justly condemned in Nuremberg and, 
Tokyo: 

" . . . \ 

-crimes of aggression, war crimes and crimes against humani-
ty a.re~ost closely linlced tbgetl1er, and the latter are' only a 
particularly obv'ious and visible consequence, of crimi~al ag­
gression in Gen:erl;l.l.~e aims of imperialist I;I.ggri3ssion, which 
are hostile to humanity and international law- wherever they 
are realized byforee and terror against the. justifiedresis­
tanceofsovereign peoples - can make their appearance in no 
other form than by further crimes, especially crimes against 
the rules of warfare, crimes against humanity'and genocide -

(which, incidentally was also, evident in the Israeli aggression). 

!~hereis hardly any legal evidence available which does not 
show thai; the USA. has committed every conceivable crime in Viet­
nam within the meaning of. international law. 

As a member 01' a study group belonging to the Vietnam 
Commission of the GJ)B, whi~hconsists of medical sp.ec'ialists, 
jurists alld other eXllerts (the i.indings of wIlich are presented 

. in conference documents)', I had :tl~ moving oPllortunity in 
February last year - and once 'again. on another visit to t~, 
DBVa few, weeks ago - to get' a personal imllression of these 
crimes. 

We saw villages that hadbeeni'azed to. the ground,+wiped 
off the map, and "pUlverized 'I towns. iVesaw innumerable schools, 
c!lurches, pagodas; te~p1elil, hospitals and other establiEfhments , 
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of cul tureand civilization, which, without any military signif~ 
icance whatsoever, llad repeatedly b.een the targets of US air 
rai,ds •. We spoke with .manypeople who were eye-witnesses to these 
crimes, who had been the victims or who~e relatives bad been 
victims, or whose property and 'possessions bad been devastated 
by them. We s.aw the victims ·of such inhuman and absolutely 
prohibited weapons, used entirely against people and in partic­
ular against women and. children, as cluster bombs and nap~lm 
bombs and chemi<:al and poison gas warfare agents. We studied 
their diabolical mecbanism and their terrible, inhuman effects. 
We saw _destroyed dikes, irrigation installations" rice fiel·ds 
and fishing vessels. iVe spoke with the victims of horrid and 
bestial torture carried, out in South Vietnam, with people who 
had themselves gone through the modern con~entration camps in 
the South, the so-called strategic villages, or "new life vil­
lages ", who had experienced the forced deportations and the 
"pac ificat ion " of south Vietnam. We saw in the Amer icans' own 
films the scarcely to be' intensified sadism and barbarism of 
US and puppet mercenaries used against defenceless people. 

Accordilig to the USA's own statistics, 22 per cent of the 
wooded area of South Vie tnam and 76 per cent of the area under 
the control of the FNL, have been sprayed with toxic agents, 
and increasingly large sums bave been spent on the production 
of poisonous agents ~r Vietnam: 

, 
1966 12.5 million dollars 
1967 38.8 million dollars 

'1968 70.8 million dollars 

By the end of 1968 some 100,000 tons of napalm bombs bad 
, , 

been dropped over Vietnam, i.e., more than three time.s the 
quantityaropped, in the Kor,ean ,lVar. In this context, account 
must also be taken of the further development of napalm bombs.' 

l , 

However, these crimes were not reduced whil,e' contacts and 
negotiations were underway in Pari.s. On the contrary I 'In the 
period of limited bombing (from 1 April to 30 Oct'o'ber 1968, i.e., 
for seven months), the period presented by the U,SA a!3 that, of· 
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de.,.es.calationand a token ·of good will, the intensity of ail' 
raids increased and the nUJllber of crimes went up. !!he nUJllber 
of monthly flights over the restricted target area - practically' 
1/15th of the entire territory of the DRV -increasedfrom 
3,500 in April to 7,200 in October 1968, while. the monthly 
average during the first quarter of 1968 stood at 2,200. ~e 
number of high.,.explosive bombs dropped per mo,nth rose during 
these seven months from 10,000 to 96,000,time-fuse bombs from 
2,000 to 18,000 and c.luster bomb unite from 300 to 4,000. In 
addition to this, 28,000 tons of bombs were dropped by B 52 
bombers in carpet bombing, and heavy artillery fire from the 
7th fleet must also be included. 

1'owns, such as the provincial capital Vinh with its 
72,000 inhabitants, !!han Hoa, Ha Tinh and Dong Hoi, which had _ 

. been hard hit before, were completely wiped off the map during 
the period of limited bombing. ~e number of attacks on dikes 
and irrigation installations, which amounted to more than 600 
at th!it time, are increasing.· 

llUt even after the bombing stop, the acts of war against 
the DBV were continued and its sovereign territory wa.s regarded 
more or less as an area whi9h could be. spied upon and bombed 
at one's own disoretion without one being bound byths norms of 
international law and tb,en one could decide to s.top the attacks 
for a period. In November and December 1968, 1,200 manned and 
u.nmanned reconnaissance planes penetrated DRVterritory, and in 
January this year the number was 700. Paratroops were dropped 
and commando operations carried out. In several cases heavy 
ship artillery pounded DRV coastal areas. and aircra~t strafed 
Vietnamese territory with aircraft cannons. And, despite the 
pause in the bombing, there wsre repeated ail' raids. In December 
1968 alone there were 48 such raids, especially in the southern 
provinces of the DRV - Nghe Anh, Ha Tinh, Quang Binil; and in the 
Vinh Linh region, in which cluster bombs and shrike rockets 
were used. ~us, on :2 December 1968 two phantom aircraft dropped· . 
four cluster. bombs on an agricultural production cooperative at 
2 p.m. injuring 20 people; other phantom air raids of this kind 
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Were registered in this region. on 7 December 1968 and 10 January 
1969 at 1 p.m. On 28 and 29 January 1969 air raids were carried. 
out on the Nghe Anh and Ha Tinh provinces, and on 27 and 29 

. . . , 
January 1969 the Vinh Linh region was under artillery fire. 

!!he unilateral declaration of a stop to the bombing by the 
US government has, therefore, not proved to be reliable protec­
tion and secur ity for the DRV. For this reason' the absolute ces­
sation of every aggressive act. of war against the DllVand every 
violation of its sovereignty must be emphaticaliy demanded and 
put into practice. 

!!hese crimes, .which can only be sketched in outline liere, 
but are dealt with in detail in the ,documentation submitted, do 
not appear to be isolated, if frequent, more or less accidental 
deviations by individual US soldiers who, so as to speak, have , 
lost their nerve. These crime", are only possible because govern­
ment initiative and government protection back them up. !!hey 
are part of the system and are inherent in it, and' indeed, 
inherent in the system of US aggression as ,well as in~he im­
per ialist system of rule in the USA as a whole. A country ;Like 
the USA. - closely fOllowed by the West German Federal Republic -
which has to take note of the sorry record of havi~g the highest 
criminality and the 1argestnwnber of . criminals in the world, 
whose social life -carried out under the motto of maximum 
profits and business - takes account of millions, but which is' , . 
infested with millions and millions of "legitjJllate" crimes, must, 
wherever it brings its imperialist influence into effect and 
wherever it exports its "American way of life ", also exports 
crilne~ A country like the USA., whose representative upper 
strata hold up ,crime as an example - without punishment, in 
which political murder is on the agenda (e.g. of President Ken­
nedy and his brother and of Martin Luther King), in wllich murder 
organizations such as the Klu Klux Klan enjoy official respect, 
al\ld whose mass media propagate gangsterism at every level, can 
do nothing else than'expose itself ,as criminal wherever its 
mUl'der-drilledso1diers set foot ina dirty war. In the USA. 

aggression against Vietnam, this 'general connection between 
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aggression and war crimes and crimes against humanity, between 
criminality and the imperialist system of rule, becomes especial­
ly apparent. 

In the first place the point in question, then, is not 
whether this or that officer deliberatly gave orders in breach 
of internat ional law for the execution of such a crime, or 
whether this or that soldier consciously committed such a crime. 
~e GDR'sdocumentary film study by Scheumann and Heynowski has 
given an optical illustration of the naive and criminal physi­
ognomy of those products Of the criminal imperialist system 
of rule who are capable of committing the worst, crimes without 
the slightest scruple. 

I 

~e criminal quality of these offences against international 
law, especially war crimes and crimes against humanity, which 
have been given form by the, conscience of the peoples, do not 
derive, and' cannot be derived- from the subjective consciousness 

/ . 
of guilt on the part of those creatures in human form who are 
deprived of every moral concept, but can ,only be analyzed on 
the basis of the criminal quality of e, system of society which 
brings about .such aggression and the tools of aggression as a 
matter of cour:se, imperialism. ~is explains the systematic ap­
pearance of such crimes. ~ey are conducted with such planning, 
perfection, technical ingenuity and with the systematic missue 
of scientific findings that the intention to commit such 
criminal undertakings on the part Of their initiators cannot be 
in doubt~ ~ have personally seen the relevant evidence is a 
shattering experience. 

But precisely' because, as has been explained above, the 
advance of democracy, of the national liberation struggle of the 
oppressed peoples and of Socialism in East and South East Asia 
has caused the US global strategists to engage themselves fully 
in Vietnam in order to maintain their anachronistic pOSitions, 
the US aggressors in Vietnam have been carrying out ruthless 

, ' 

warfare in Vietnam, i.e., one without regard for the norms of 
intern~tionel law. 1b.e US government is fully responsible for 
this. 
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!JlI:.e unsbakabllity, 1(he determination and the love of free"". 
dom. of the Vietnamese people, as well as the aid of the Soviet 
Unio,n and of the other Socialist countries, have thw.rted the 
p'lans of. the aggressors ,and this in turn has increasingly led 
to the aggressors being caused to step up the escalation of 
their crimes. Thus the growing negation of modern international 
law in principle by the US aggressors specifically expresses 
the fact that they are not prepared to accept the vic'bor ies of 
democracy and of Socialism, the growing self-liberation of the 
peoples, and t1+e dwindling of their spheres of influence, and 
that, following Hitler's scorched earth policy, they are destroy­
ing everything around them in order to turn bacIt the wheel of , 
history. In this way, the war crimes and crimes against humanity 
committed, by the US aggressors are an expression of/their help­
lessness, of their lack of prospects and of their inevitable 
defeat. 

~lis unscrupulousness and injustice in ~rinciple against 
the Vietnamese· people is expressed by the :r'act the.t the people 
as such and as a whole'l~ve become victims of the aggression. 
The escalation of US 'crimes has reaclle d the point where it. is no 
longer a question of the subjugation of a country and its popula­
tion, but of their destruction, of their extermination. ~le 

military actions of t.he USA and its henchmen in the south, 
and also the bombing of the north of the country, have 1 ong 
become a campaign of destruction which no longer has anything 
to do with the conduct of war •. The flattening- of whole areas, 
scorched earth, mass. murder and mass mutilations are features 
of the crime of genocide committed by the US imperialists. These. 
crime,s bear a fascist character and call to mind the crimes of 
the Hitler fascists, the crystal night, Auschwitz and Lidice, 
and the planned large-scale action for the extermination of 
whole peoples. 

The terroristic cruel military actions of the USA and. its 
henchmen against t,he Viet.namese people are not only directed' at 
the destruction of large sections of the population by murder, 
mutilation, making invalids of people and damaging their health 
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(in its own words, the tJBA.has wr'itten off the present genera-
tion of Vietnamese). By the systematic destruction of whole' 
areas of the country (follow:l.ng the motto: kill everything, 
burn everything, destroy everything), and the destruqtionof 
the basis ,of life (rice cultivation, fishing, forests), the USA 
is' systematically creating the conditions directed at the physi­
cal destruction of at 'least large sections of the Vietnamese 
people. 

~us USA has, thus fulfilled the pl'ovisions of Article II 
a-c of the Genocide Convention by making itselt gul1 ty of the 
crime of genocide- as the World Conference of Jur is ts in 
Grenoble point_ed, out. ~is is not altered by the - noteworthy -
fact t.hat the USA did not accede to t.he Genocide Convention. 
~e crimes of genocide are, to be sure, already forbidden and 
punishable as crimes against humanity, and in so far present 
simply a concretization or speciality. 1'0 qualify -this specific 
point of crimes against human.ity clearly as genocide in ac­
cordance with general terminology and. the terms of the Genocide 
Convention is not only judicially admissible, but is called for 

.in order ·to appropriately counter this most serious of all 
crimes •. 
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Professor Dr.H. W 'Ii n s c h e 
President of the. International Law Society of the GDR 

~e US Aggression against Vietnam - Crimes against International 
Law (February 1967) 

Peace-loving forces throughout the whole world are in­
creasingly intensifying the struggle against the American e.g-, 
gression in Vietnam. ~is so-called local conflict conceals the 
monstrous danger of a third world conflagrat.ion.Indignation is 
growing throughout the world at the appalling brutality with 
which the American imperialists destroy peac.eful cities. and vil­
lages and impose tremendous suffering on the people. of Vietnam. 

The scars caused by German fascism in the Second World War 
o~ millions of people in many countries are not yet healed, but 
war crimes and crimes against huinanity are already again being 
committed in an almost hitherto unknown .extent. But the declared 
goal of the· anti-Hitle.r coalition, to which the United States 
of America also belonged, was to prevent such crimes from ever 
be ing . committed again. It corresponded to the legal conscious­
ness of the peoples that the main war criminals of fasc:lst 
Germany were punished at the International Military g.Tibunal 
in Nuremberg for all those misdeeds which they inflicted upon 
German people on other nations. At the same time that was a 
warning to all potential aggressors. It was precisely the 
American chief. prosecutor Jackson who declared in his p'leading 
on this problem: 

"But the last step, of preventing periodically re,.. 
peating wars, which are inevitable in case of international 
lawlessness, is to make statesmen responsible before the 
law. And let me put it quite plainly. This law is being 
applied here at first only to German aggressors, but it 
does and must include, if it is to be of use,· condemnir).g 
the age;ression of every other nation, n9t excludins thos.e 
who are now sitting in judgement hel'e."~ (Retranslated 
from German) 

Jaclcson hit the nail on the head. ~e· prinoiples of Nurem-. . , 
berg were not justoreated ad hoc to punish the main fasoist 
war.oriminals but legalprinoiples were established through the 
struggle of the p~oples of theanti.-Hitler ooalition, principles 
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, whic!). to. day are generally recegniz,ed internatienal. law. 2 Ac_ 

cerdinglythe war criminals 0.1' teday must· be cenvicted just as 
these 0.1' yesterday. 

Vielatien 0.1" the Geneva Agreements 0.1' 1954 and the UN Constitu-

:lls?!! ' 
When after nearly ten years 0.1' hereic liberatien strucgle , 

by'the Vietnamese peeple the cencluding declaratien 0.1' the 
Geneva Eas't Asia Cenference was signed en 21 July 1954 the ep-
pertunity seemed to. be. given to. the entire Viet name se peeple, 
in accerdance with the United Natiens Charter" to. implement 
the:l:r right to. Elelf-determinatien threugh the free erganizatien 
0.1' their sec:!al erder. ~le participants in the agreemen'b ebli­
gated themselves to. respect the severeignty and integrity ef 
Cambedia, Lao.s and Vietnam and to. refrainfrem any interference 
int.\1eir internal affairs. At the same time they eave assurance 
that when the agreement in, questien came into. effect they weuld 
bring no. treo.p reinfercements and supplementary military per­
sennel to. Vietnam, weuld intro.duce no. weapens, ammunitien er 

, ether war material in Vietnam and, weuld establish no. new mil ita., 
ry bases en the territery 0.1' Vietnam and telerate no. refijuniptien 
0.1' military actienfJ. 3 Characte:r:isticallythego.vernment 0.1' the 
USA refused to. sign this' agreement. Hewever~ in erder net to. 
lese face ,befere werld public epinien it declared itself pre­
pared to. refrain frem any impairment 0..1' the agreement. 

~E1 fo.llewil?-g years shewed that the American gevernment 
d.id net intend to. ebserve the declaratien .bind,ing in inter-

. natienallaw g1ven in Geneva. It seught ,in every. waypessible, 
firs~, to. getHs hands en Seuth Vietnam. It chaqged heads 0.1' 

gevernment at will., eppressed the po.pulatjen 0.1' Seuth Vietnam 
by the mest. brutal means a.t:ld finally began the attack en the 
Demecratic Republic 0.1' Vietnam itself. 

!l!hus, the USA has vielated the Geneva Agreement 0.1' July 
1954 •. Mereo.ver, the American aggress;Lo.n represents a serieus 
breach 0.1' the 'Unit.ed Nations Charter. Article 2. paragraph 4 0.1' 

the Charter expressly previde!! that the threat 0.1' the use 0.1' 
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force directed aga;lnst the political independence. of another 
state is forbidden. Article 2, paragraph 7 of the constitution 
prohibits the interference .in the internal affairs of other 
states~ file government of th~ United States of America is guilty 

• -. I 

of most serious breaches of international law with its. aggres-
sive actions. 

!!.'error against the Civilian Population· , 

Eut that is not alll With the conduct of the war with whioh 
the ruling oircles of the USA. seek to suppress the Vietnamese 
people, and which is oomparable in brutaLity to the crimes of 
German nazism, the USA is violating all decisive agreements 
conoerning the law of war as valid in international law in our 
days. 

In the meantime the orimes which the Amerioan armed forces 
and the ir allies are committing against the civil population 
have experienced an immense expansion. It is notorious that the 
US armed forces in South Vietnam are meroilessly apIllying the 
praotice of scorched earth developed by the German fascists. 
In'this way dozens of villages have been destroyed in South 

, Vietnam. 4 ~ese orimes were committed either directly by the 
ground fo~ces or by the air force. Acoording to the report of 
American 'Secretary of Defence MoNamara the US Air Foroe flew an 
average of 13,000 air raids per month (I) against targets in 
South Vietnam 'in 1965. 5 ~us, on 25 'January :\.966 alone 525 mis­
sions and Oll 9 March 648 missions were flown by the AmerioanAir 
Force against targets in South vietnam. 6 McNamara announoed that· 
a total of 638,000 tons of bombs had been dropped 'in 1966. ~at 
is some 91 per oent oithe entire material employed by the USA 
in its war of aggression agains.t the Korean People's Demooratio 
Republio in thr'ee years. 7 

1be systematic destr}Action of South Vietnamese ooastal 
places by heavy batteries of the US 7th fleet began on 20 May 
1965. On 30 November 1965 alone 300 5-inch shells were shot at 
the village of ~o i Tuan. 8 Accor ding to the survey of· the· Com­
missiOn to Investigate the War Crimes of the American Imperia:1-.. 

/ 



-74- > 

ists. 'the number of people who have been victims of the terror 
of the American imperialists and their allies from 1954 to 1965 
runs to 

- 170,000 killed 
- 800,000 injured 
- 400,000 imprisone d 
- 5 million people held in concentration camps.9 

Moreover, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam itse.1f bas 
been the target for American bombing attacks for more· than a 10 
year. filus, nearly all towns and; larger places have been bombed; 
the capital Hanoi and the port of Haiphong have been subjected , 
to the bombing terror of American aircraft since August 1966. 

~ese crimes are a basic violation of the agreement valid 
in interna.tional law~ It is clearlY stipulated in Article 22 of 
the Hague Convention on Land Warfare of 18 October 1907 that the 
countries conducting war have no unlimited right in the selection 
of means for injuring the enemy. 11 Artic:le 23b expressly pro­
hibit$ the treacherous killing or wounding of members of the 
enemy people or army. Article 25 of the same agreement ex­
plicitly forbids attacking or Shelling undefended towns, vil­
lages, residential places or buildings with any means whatever. 
According to Article. 1 of the llinth Hague Agreement concerning 
shelling in times of war by naval forces of 18 October 1907 it 

. is forbidden to shell undefended ports, towns, villages, 
. . 12' 

residential plac:es or buildings by naval forces. 

On the. basis of experienoe which the peoples had with 
German fascism the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of Crime.s. of Genocide was concluded' on 9 December 1948. Article 
20f this agreement· cons.iders as crimes of g.enooide those 
aotions which areoommitted with the intention of destroying in 
whole orin part a national, ethnic, racial or religiOUS group 
as such. According to Article 1 of this agreement such actions, 
irrespective of whether. they are oommitted in tim.es of peace or 
of war, \are orimeswith:Ln the meaning of international law.13 

. Finally,. civilians-are expressly proteoted by the Fourtl1 
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Agreement on the· Protection of Civilians in Time of . War of 12 
August 1949. According to Article 3 of the Fourth Geneva Agree­
ment.concerning civilians the following are prohibited every­
where and at all times: 

\ 

a). attacks on the life and person, namely, killing of every 
kind, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture; 

b) the talting of hostages; 

c)· impairment of personal dignj:ty, namely, hUJlliliating and 
degrading treatment.14 

!l!b.e USA constantly violates the agreement with its entire 
conduct9fl the war. 

Disregard of the Red Cross 

Sick and wounded persons understandably enjoy special 
protection in battle operations. Special protection signs in 
the/form of the red crosS and the like15 have long been 
recognized.16 Eut what is the practice of the American aggres­
sors in Vietnam? 

Last year in the lemocratic Republic of Vietnam alone all 
provincial and district hospitals in the provinces of Vinh Linh, 
Quang Binh, ~ Tinh, Nghe An, !l!hanh Hoa were destroyed. The 
leper station of Quynh Lap, in which 2,600 lepers were housed 
and cared tor was bombed for ten consecutive days in June 1965. 
The US Air Force has destroyed 74 hospitals in the Democratic 
Republic ot Vietnam.16a 

~t what is said in .Article 18 of the Fourth Geneva Con-' 
vention on the Protection of Civilians of 1949? 

. "Oivilian hospitals established for the care of 
wounded, sick and feeble persons. and women in child­
birth may under no cirCUJllstances be the object of an 
attaok; they are preserved and protected at all times 
by thepartioipants in the oonfliot. 

"!!he civilian hospitals must,· so .;far as they are 
authoriz{td by the state to do so, be marked with the 
protection sign as is provided by Artiole '38 of the 
Geneva Agreement of 12 August 1949 for improving the lQt 
of wounded and sick persons of the armed foroee in the 

/ field. n17 
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1'ortul'ing and Killing Prisoners of War 

According to an announcement of the Committee to Condemn 
War Crimes of the American Imp-eria1ists and Their Accomplices 
in South Vietnam practically no' prisoners are talcen by the 
American armed forces and their allies. In general the. captured 
members of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam are 
tortured and killed. 18 

\ 

The imper:lalist armed forces in South Vietnam thereby 
viol-ate the Third Geneva Agreement on the Treatment of Prisoners 
of War of 12 August 1949. Accor.ding to Article. 3 of this agree­
ment prisoners of war may not be killed, mutilated or tortured ... 
Article 40f this agreement clearly describes Vlho is to be 
treat.ed as a .pr:i.soner of war. Paragraph 2 of this agreement 
states: 

'.'Members of other militia and volunteer corps, in­
cluding those of organized resistance movements who belong 
to a party takini;i .part .in the conflict and who a1'e active 
outside of/and within their own region, even when it is 
oc.cupied, so far as these militia or volunteer corps . 
including the organized resistance movement 

a) have a person at ·the ir head who is responsible fOr 
their subordinates; 

b) bear a permanent distinctive sign recognizable from 
afar; 

c) carry weapons openly and 
d) observe the laws and usages of war in their battle 

actions. II " 

It ·is known that the armed forces ·of the National Libera­
tionFront of South Vietnam exaotlyfulfil these con:ditions, 
that they are strictly organized and are subordinate to a 
central high command. 

The Illegal Use of 'Chemical Vial' Agents 

. Not even the ~rman fascists dared to employ chemical and 
bacteriological weaponI'! in· the.· Second Worl d War. It rema ine d to , . 

the Americans in Vietnam to make use of such inhuman weapons 
on a large soale. The American air force has been spraying 

I chemicals over broad regions of South Vietnam from. aircraft 
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since 1961 with the perfidious intention of destroying the crops . , 

and the population. According to the news agency AFP the United 
States is continuing to use chemical substances in order to , . . . 

brin~ about the artificial·defoliation of the jungle and rice 
o. 19 

'fields. Primarily C 123 planes are employed for this purpose. 
And primarily dichlorphenoxy acetic acid, trichlorphenoxy acet·io 
acid, arsenic trioxide, arsenite of alkali metal, arseniate of 
sodium, calcium, lead and manganese, dinitrophenol, dinitro­
orthocresol and calcium cyanamide. Up to now more than one mil­
lion hectares of arable land (1 hectare = 2.47 acres) have been 
poisoned. In 1965 alone 150,000 :persons suffered from various 
degrees of poisoning as a result of the spraying. 20 

~ese crimes are not even concealed by the American im­
perialists. ~us the American expert in gas warfare, retired 
General Rothschild, declared in an interview with the American 
news agency UPI: 

. lilt leaves:me quite cold When people maintain that gas 
warfare is inhuman. But since gas bas become a dirty word 
we chase them (the opponent) out of their posi tiona with 
phosphorous grenades and then shoot them down. 1121 

~he USA. unscrupulously brushes aside decisive agreements 
on the law of war with unparalleled cynicism. Thus already in 
the Hague Declaration concerning the prohibition .of the use of 
projectiles with suffooating and poisonous gaaes of/29 July 
1899, stipulates that it is forbidden to use prOjectiles whose 
only purpose istoep:read suffocating or poisonous gases~22 
Article 23a of the Hague land warfare regulation of 18 October 
1907expr.essly forbids the use of poison or pOisoned weapons. 23 
~e USA. is in any case bound by these two agreements. But in 
particular the Ge.neva protocol. on the prohibition of suffocating, 
poisonous and· similar gases and of bacteriological means in waI . . 

of l7'June 1925 is valid for the use of chemioal. and bacteri-
ologicalweapons.· According to it not only chemical weapons but 
also bacteriological weapons are prohibited.24 

!reday the USA relies on the faot that it did not accede to . 
this agreement. But this argument is not sound., In any case the 
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. USA is bound by the agreement of 1899 and the Hague land warfare 
regulation. On the other hand the provisions of the 1925 agree­
ment today undoubtedly correspond to general legal·conceptions. , 
~is ~s also been expressed in the fact that the United Na-
tions General Assembly on 5 December 1966 unanimously called 
upon all states to observe the provisions of the Geneva protocol 
of 17 June 1925 and, insofar as states'have not yet signed this 
protocol, to do so. The. USA is today undoubtedly bound by the 
prohibition of the use of chemical and bacteriological agents 
in warfare. 

Agreements on the Law of War Are Valid 

It cannot be disputed that the agreements cited here have 
fUll validity for the war operations in Vietnam. The USA can 
not rely on the fact that it had not officially declared war on 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The act of· aggression is to­
day fulfilled accord~g to Article 2, para~raph 40f the United 
Nations Charter when in fact an aggression is being carried 
out, irJ'1espective of whether there lias been an official declara­
tion of war or not. 

On the other hand Article 1 of the Convention of the 
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes of Genocide of9 December 
1948, Articles 2 and 3 of the First Geneva Agreement of 12 
August .. 1949, Articles 2 and 3 of the Second Geneva Agreement 
on Improving the Lot of Wounded and Sick Persons and Ship­
wrecked,Persons of the Naval Forces of 12 August 1949, Articles 
2 and 3 of the Third Geneva Agreement of 12 August 1949, 
Articles 2 and 3 of the Fourth Geneva Agreement of 12 August 
1949 expressly provide that these agreements apply in all cases 
of a declared war or another armed conflict, evenwh~n a state 
of war is not recognized by one of the parties. 

War Criminals Are Responsible in Penal Law 

Since the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials.of the main war 
criminals of fascist Germany and Japan it has been juridically 
~displlted before the world that war criminals are personally 
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responsible for their action in penal law. That is expressly. 
stipulated in the Geneva Agreement of 1949. Thus Article 49 of 
the First Geneva Agreement of 1949 s~ates: 

.'. . 

"The high contracting parties pledge themselves to 
adopt all necessary legislative measures for the·f1Xing 
of suitable penal regulations for persons who commit any 
of the serious crimes described in the following articles 
of this agreement or who issue the order for such a 
violation." . 

As serious violations of the agreement Article 50 lists 
J.ntentional killing, /torturing or inhuman treatment, including 
biological experiments, the deliberate causing of great suf­
tering or the serious injury 1D physical ability or to health as 
well as the destruction and acquisition of property which are 
not justified by military necessity and which are undertaken' 
illegally and arbitrarily on a large scale. 

Article 51 expressly states that a party to the treaty can 
free neither himself nor another from the responsibility devol­
ving on him or another party to the treaty on the basis of 
violations within the meaning, of this article. 25 .A.nalogous 
provisions are ,contained in Articles 50, 51 and 52 of i;he 
Second Geneva Agreement,Articles 129, 130 and 131 of the Third 
Geneva Agreement and Articles 146, 147 and 148 of the Fourth 
Geneva Agreement of 1949. 

Article IV of the Convention on the Prevention and Punish­
ment of the Crimes of Genocide of 9 December 1948 also explicit­
ly states: 

"Persons'who commit the crime of genocide or one of 
the other actions listed in Article :3 are to be punished, 
irrespective of whether they are governing persons, . 
public officials or private individuals." 

Article VI of this agreement stipulates that persons who 
are charged with the crime of genocide or one of the other 
actions lis.ted in· Article III are to be br.ought before. the 

'competent court in the region in which the·action wasc~mm1tted. 

Under. thes,e circumstances it seems simply grotesque when 
the chief American ,delegate at the United Nations,' Ambassador 

• 
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, 
Goldberg, represented the view in a message to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross that the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
exclude any legal proceedings against captured American sol­
diers.26~CharacteristicallY Goldberg used the same arguments , . 
with which the defenders of the main fascist war criminals in 
Nuremberg sought to prevent their punishment. The Nuremberg 
Military Tribunal rightly pOinted out that prisoners of war who 
have committed war crimes canas a matter of course be punished 
because otherwise the state of prisoner of war would be a pro­
tection against Punishm~nt.27 In its judgement Of 11 October 
1946 the International f.1ilitary Tribunal of Nuremberg unequi­
vocally pointed out for all time: 

"Crimes against international law are committed by 
peoplE! and not by abstract bemgs, and only by punishing 
every individual who commits such crimes can the 
provisions of international law become effective.,,28 

There can be ·no doubt that the war/ criminals of tOday will 
receive their just punishment sooner or later just as the war 
criminals of yesterday. 

The Vietnamese people are not al~ne in their struggle 
for the right of self-determination and sovereignty against the 
illegal aggression of the American imperialists and their allies. 
In their declaration on the aggression of the USA in Vietnam the 
states of the Warsaw Treaty pointed out in all clarity in July 
1966 that they will do everything possible to support the Viet­
namese peoples in their struggle for liberation. 29 

Inllis speech to the active members of the Social~st Unity 
Party of Germany in Halle county Walter Ulbricht answered the 
questiunof how the US aggression against Vietnam can be ended. 
". ' 

He pointed out that the US aggressors can be defeated neither· 
with political means alone nor with military means alone. 

"They will be defeated by the :\.nterplay of the defence 
force of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the military 
and political struggle of the South Vietnamese Liberation 
Front and the political struggle of the peoples against 
the US interventionists and \their. accomplices. It is 
especially important that in West Germany all peace-loving 
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people force the Bonn government and the Bundestag to 
end their support for the USA's dirty war in Vietnam ••• 
It is necessary tllat a political solution of the questions 
be decisively found, on the basis of the Geneva treaties 

. as was also said in the-resolutions of the conference of 
the member-states of the Warsaw Treaty in Bucharest."30 

Today, the Socialist states, together with the peace-
I 

loving forces of the world, areJable to force the USA to end 
its aggression against Vietnam and to punish all those who have 
made themselves guilty of th,e most serious crimes against peace 
and humanity and of war' crimes. 

1 

2 

Cf. P.A. Steiniger, Der Nurnber~er'ProzeB (The Nuremberg 
Trial), RUtten und LoeniDg, Ber in, 1962, Vol. I, p. 90 

The UN General Assembly confirmed the principles of the 
Statute of the International Military Tribunal of 8 August 
1945 as generally recognized principles of international law 
in its Resolution 95 (I) of ll.December 1946. Especially im­
portant is Article 5 of. the Statute of the court which liEits 
the following punishable actions: 
a) Crimes against peace: Namely, the planning, preparation, 

introduction or carrying out of a war of aggression or 
a war in violation of international treaties, agreements 
or the promise or participation in a joint plan or in a 
conspiracy to carry out the above-named actions; 

b) War crimes: Namely, the violation of the rules or usages 
o-r war. 
Such violations include murder, mistreatment ordeporta­
tion for slave labour or for any other purpose of' members 
of the civilian population from or in occupied regions; 
murder or mistreatment of war prisoners or persons on the 
high seas; the killing of hostages; the plundering of 
public or private property; the wilful destruction ot 
towns, market places or villages or any devastation not 
justified by militarY necessity,without, however, being 
confined to them. 

c) Crimes against humanity: Namely, murder, extermination, \ 
enslavement, deportation or other inhuman treatment com­
mitted on any civilian. population before or during war, . 
persecution for political, racial or religious grpunds, 
committed in carrying out a crime or in connection with a 
~rime for which the court is competent, irrespect;ve of 
whether the action violates the law of the country in 
which it is committed or not. 
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3 Of. Artic;les 12, 16, 17, 18 and lv9 of the Concluding 
Dec;Laration!. Konferenzen und Vertriige(Conferences~d 
Treaties), Part II, Vol. A4, Verlag A. G.Ploetz, lVUrzburg, 
1959 

4 Cf. in detail the documentations: Die groEten Kriegsverbre­
chen unserer Zeiten (The Greatest War rimes of Our Tlilie) , 
publiShed by the Committee .to Condemn the American Imperial­
ists and Their Accomplices in South Vietnam, June 1966; 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

DRV Commis.sion to Investigate the War Crimes of the American 
Imperialists in Vietnam, October 1966 . 

Cf. AFP of 20 January 1966 

Cf. .AFP of 10 March 1966 

Cf. AFP of 20 April 1966 

Cf. Documents of June 1966, .p. 13 

Report of OctOber 1966, p. 7 

Cf. Report of the Investigating Commission for October 1966, 
p. 13 

II 

Cf. Standke/Krumbiege1, DerKrie~ im Volkerrecht (War in 
International Law), Deutscher if it1irverlag, Berlin, 1961, 
p. 185' . 

ibid., p. 227 

Ibid., p. 1.59 

Ibid., p. 403 

15 According to Article 38 of the First Geneva Agreement on 
Improving the Lot of Wounded and Sick Persons of the Armed 
Forces in the Field of 12 August 1949 in addition to the 
Red.Cross, the' Red Crescent, the ned Lion with Red Sun and 
the Red Star of David on a white field are recognized as 
protective signs . 

16 The first agreement on the protection of wounded and sick 
persons was concluded as early as 22 August 1864 

lGa Cf. Documents of October 1966, p. 14 ; 
17 Cf.· Standke/Krumbiege1, OPe Cit., p. 410 
18Cf. Documents of June 1966, pp. 11,24, 25 
19 AFP of 20 October 1966 " 

I 

20 Cf.Documents of June 1966, PP. ,15 1'1', and of October 1966, 
pp. 7 ff . 

\ 

,-
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21 UPI of·28 August 1966 
22 Cf.Standke/Krumbiege1, OPe cit., p.- 173 

2;3'Loc •. cit. 

" 24 Btandke/Krumbiege1, OPe cit., p. 193 
25 Ibid., pp.280-281 

26 Cf. ArChAv der Gegenwart (Archive of' our Time), Bonn, 
Series 3 /1966, p. 12 626, point 12 

27 Cf. Steiniger, loco cit. 
28 Cf. Steiniger, op •. cdt., p. 176 
29, Cf. Neues Deutschland, 8 July 1966 
30 Cf. Neues Deutschland, 14 November 1966 

- - -
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Protest Declaration of GD:El Scientists against the Use of 
Chemical Warfare Agents in Vietnam (February 1966) 

We are observing the systematic extension of the inhuman 
warfare in violation of international law by the USA in Vietnam 
with great concern and abhorrence. 

We must assume from the declaration of the National Front 
fo.r the Liberation of South Vietnam of 13 March 1966 that this 
"chemical warfare" has ente·req a new stage. 

First there were herbicide 2.4 dichlorphenoxy acetic acid 
(2.4 D) and 2.4.5 trichlorphenoxy acetic acid (2.4.5-T), which 
were employed from August 1961 within the framework of a "weed 
destruction plan" for the' destruction' of useful plant cultures 
and was to bring starvation to the people. 

The next step was the use of the caustic herbicide calcium 
cyanamide (lime nitrogen) which injures the skin and mucous 
membranes of human beings and animals and the use of 2.4 
dinitrophenol (DNP) and 4.6 dinitroorthocresol (DNOO). fne 
dinitro substances DNP and DNOC interfere With the energy 
metabolism. fneir use for combatting pest.s demands the wearing 
of protective clothing and breathing masks as well as continu­
ous medical supervision. fne lo.es of efficiency among 50 to 60 
per cent of the draught animals in the regions concerned should 
be attributed to ,the dinitro substances. It was to be expected 
from the very outset that calcium cyanamide, DNP andDNOC, 
would therefore have destructive effects at the .unprotected 
Vietnamese population. 

fne use of arsenic compounds must be considered as a 
further step. Arsenic trioxide, arsenite and arsenate have been 
employed. Arsenic trioxide 0.1 has a fatal effect. The likewise 
alleged pesticide lead arsenate used in Vietnam was forbidden 
in wine growing in Germa.ny alreaciy in,1928. 1\1e .use of arsenic 
preparations in combatting pests also requires protective eye and 

breathing devices. 

fne use of poison substances for the alleged combating of 
weeds in urban areas, for example, on Can fno on 28 DeQember 

I 
I 
I 



1965, clearly proves that direct injury to the population was I 

the intention -of the US a.ggressors. We learn from the declara­
tion of the NLF of South Vietnam that the substances ON, OS and 
DMhave also been employed by American troops. 

In this way the US imperialists have again unmasked them­
selves and their dirty intentions. 

~e deslgnation ON conceals the tear irritant chlorace­
tophen,on, CS designates a newly developed nose, mouth and eye 
irritant, presumably the o-chlorbenzylidenmadonitril and the code 
designation DM the phenarsazinchloride also known as adamsite. 

~ese three substances of which adamsite can cause fatal 
injuries to the lungs clearly belong to the chemical warfare 
agents. 

Deeply moved we take note of the cruel balance sheet of 
thie un~crupulous chemical warfare mentioned by the declara.tion 
of the NLF of South Vietnam. In 1965 700,000 hectares of use­
ful plant culture s were de stroyed in 26 South Vietnamese pro­
vinces, thousands of people were killed and hundreds of thousands 
suffered fr.om skin, .intestinal and respiratory injuries. 

~us the offence mass extermination as a method of attack, 
declared to be a crime by the UN General Assembly on 9 November 

. 1948, has again been committed by the USA.. 

These offences also clearly violate the.Geneva Convention 
of 17 June 1925, according.. to which "the use of suffocating, 

\ 
poisonous and similar gases, liquids and solid bodies as well 
as bacteriological means" is prohibited in future wars. ' 

We most sharply condemn chemical warfare, the entire dirty 
war of the USA, its aids and accomplices against the brave 
Vietnamese pe9ple fighting for their liberty. 

But as Germans we also direct our protest against those 
ciroles in West Germany which continue with operations begun in 
the First World War and carried on with the mass exterminati-on 
of millions Of innocent peop1.ein the fascist concentration 
camps and the perfection of chemical. warfare in the Second 
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World ViaI' through the development oforganophospha:t;es.By 
granting licences they are today not only indirectly involved 
in the mass murder b,ut, also directly by 1:heconstruction of 
production oentres for chemical poisons in Vietnam. 

iVe recall that the organophosphates, namely i'abun, Sarin 
and Soman, which up to date are considered toxic chemical war­
fare agents and which have not lost their significance were 

" produced by the I~Farben trust, camouflaged as insecticide. 

We demand the cessation' of t'he operatio.ns in violation of 
, 

international law, we demand "End the dirty war of the USA in 
Vietnam! II 

Major General Obermedizinalrat Professor nr. med. habil. 
Hans-Rudolf GES~EWI~Z, Merited Physician of the People 
Colonel Medizinalrat Dr.med.Gerhard BEHWALD 
Colonel Medizinalrat Dr ~ me d.Herbert-Peter LIPHA.BD~ 

Colonel Obermedizinalrat Dr.med. Karl-Heinz KELCH, Merited 
Physician of the People . 

Lieutenant Colonel Pharmazierat Dr. rer. nat. Kurt K{lNIG 

Lieutenant Colonel Medizinalrat Dr. med. Bainer B{l~HIG 

Major Dr. med~ Glinter JASCHKE 

Lieutenant Colonel MediZ1n.alrat Dr. med. Horst KRENZ 

Colonel Professor Dr.med. habil. Heinz-Werner HACKENBERG 

Major Dr. med. Klaus SCHUMACHER 

Major Dr. med. Gerhard SCIlMID~ 

-
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Professor Dr.H.-R. G e s t.e W .i;'t z , 
Major General of the National peop~e 'sArmy of the GDR 

A Chain of Imperialis.t Crimes agairi'at Humanity. (May 1968) 

In the course of theintervent.1on in the internal affairs 
of South Vietnam, since the armed attack on the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam monstrous crimes have been committed by the 
USA and its allies. 1'he question . inevitably ai'isesto each 
person who sees .the destruction caused by .American bombs and 
shells in the towns and villages of North Vietnam, who speaks 
with the sorely-tried brave people: \'{by is the United States of 
America conducting a war in Southeast Asia tar from its own 
country? Many ordinary people in Vietnam with whom we spoke 
said: "What have we done to the Americans?" We shall.never 
forget the eleven-year-old bOy in the hospital in Haiphong who 
did not want to talk any more. Both eyes had. been put out .by . , 
cluster bombs. He was blinded. "Why must I be blind,· why can't 
I see any more? Why did the Auericansdo· that'! I could already 
read and write." He was not ready to say anything more, and the 
doctors and nurses se.id to us that he always asks only that one 
question. 

I'll frankly admit that I, too, could not clearly answer 
. . 

that question at the beginning of our trip. Only when at the end 
of the trip I began to arrange my notes, only now, back home 
again, after· I have examine.dall themate,rial, do. I know the 
answer. It· is the imperialist "roll back" policy. 

We stayed in Hanoi during the first days of our trip. We 
! • . 

were informed by our Vietnamese friends about the various sides 
of the American crimes. 1'he deputy of the National Assembly of 
the DRV, ~an Kim ~, reported about the most execrable crimes 

. , 
which I have ever heard a bout. He reported a bout the long years 
of the attempt of the USA to destroy the foundations for the 
life and existence of the South Vietnamese population, to destroy 
the ethical and moral foundations of the peOple in order to 
break/their will for liberty. 

He :prefaced his report with a word by Ho Chi .Minh, who 

\ . 



-88·';' 

sa.id "b American crimes can be excused neither in heaven nor 
on earth. Not only people far and near are shocked, even nature 
must be moved and embittered with hatred." 

~e Amerioans proceed against the South Vietnamese people 
with medieval methods of torture perfected with technical re­
finements •. In those regions of South Vietnam in which they still 
exercise power with their puppets they have divided the popula-

. tion into three classes, and personal liberty is limited depend­
ing on tha claSSification. 

Citizens of the first class are citizens of'South Vietnam 
whom tha Americans assume are adherents of the puppet government. 

Citizens of the second class are those who must be counted 
as adherents of the Vietcong, as the Americans say. If hands are 
laid on them compUlsory measures are introduced - torture, 
massacre, imprisonment, punitive camps, etc. ~e NLF fighters. 
are not considered as soldiers and accordingly there are a.lso 
no prisoner-of-war camps but freedom fighters are placed in 

, 
prisons and forced labour camps or subjected t~ frightfUl 
torture. > 

CitiZens of the third class are the so-called semi-legal 
citizens. ~eymust report at given intervals at fixed ad­
ministrative offices of the puppet regime .• 

fran Kim. lq r}ieported fUrther: fremendous sums are pumped 
into ·the country to shatter the ethical and moral foundations -
up to 20 million dollars every day. The dance around the 
"golden calf" is to become the living idol. ~e con!3equences 
are the rise in criminality and prostitution in the towns. In 
Saigon alone there are at present an est~ted 29,000 prosti-

. . / 

tutes of whom 40 per cent are believed to have venereal disea-
sese 

I 

If the Americans, supported by their accomplices, have had 
a certain success with these measures in thE! urban areas they / 
have been unable to break the patriotic spirit of the people in 
the villages and settlements with these methods. ~ere they 
employ naked force. b people are forc.ibly evacuated ,from thS' 

\ 
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villages, villages and fields are destroyed and the inhabitants 
requartered in the so-called Istrategic.vi11ages", later 
''r~fugee villages ". or "new life vil1ag!!s ". Accord:!ng to the in­
formation given by1'r?oll K1.m Ly. a total of 737,463 South Viet­
namese citizens have been moved into such vi1iages. 

Ever more cruel methods of torture have been developed for 
punishment. Women IS" breasts were cut off or the genitals 
mutilated with heavy stakes. It ~as oocasiona11y been observed 
that American soldiers run oryingthrough loolf1ities: "Today 
is my mur del' . day, no one w ill escape me." 

fran K1.m Iq reported furthe:r that in South Vietnam some 
70,000 ohildren were killed from 1961 till now. To punish parente 
little children were bestially murdered, by American soldiers in 
front of their eyes. One statistic shows :that from 111laroh 1965 
till August 1966 67 per oent of those killed were women and" 
children. 

But that is also not enough of the Amerioan barbarism. 
Large quantities of poisonouschemioals have been employed in 
South Vietnam since 1961. In part they are direoted acoording 
to their effect against the health and life of the people, and 
in part a.gainst the vegetation. The Americans use OS, m~, DNOO, 
2.4 !l and adamsite against the people. Recently the use of "BZ" 
has been observed ("BZ"is one of the ha11uoinogens - bromo­
benzy10yanide). Accordinkto anannounoement by the American 
periodical Newsweek herbicides are used for theso-oal1ed 
defo1iage operations.' They seek to cut off the 6uppl¥ from the 
rear fOr the NLF fighters. Millions of tons of these herbicides 
have already" been spread or sprayed. 

The use of poisonous ohemioa1s against living beings -
human beings and animals ~ and against the vegetation has led 
to enormous'losses of people and domestic animals in South 
Vietnam. The fertility o;f the soil has been destroyed to a great 
extent and the use of poisons will not remain without conse­
quences on thec11mate. With the combined use of herbicides and 
napalm there are p1aoes north?f Saigon, near De. Nang," and 
other places in South Vietnam whioh have been literally devas-
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tate.d, and laid waste. 

Certain~ the frightfulness and sUffering caused by the 
Americans is great I but still greater are the courage and the 
determination of the Vietnamese people to fight. The pOlitical 
and military defeat of the USA during the great NLF offensive 
in January and February of this year was proved to the whole 
world. Here it was shown that all American actions against the 
Vietnamese people fighting for their rights and dignity are w ith­
out success and will remain without success. The facts prove 
that Vietnam today is fighting for the enforcement of inter­
national law which the USA is violating every day. 

The warfare of the Americans against the Vietnamese people 
and especially againstth~ Democratic. Republic of Vietnam' has 
the character of a war of extermination. If one considers the 
tactics of the attack and the firepower employed by the American 
air force the aims are clear. TheY' are aimed at the dest.ruction of 
all new ; Socialist construction in the DRV so as toextingliish the 
example of human. Socialist life in Vietnam.' 

Let us cO.nsider in detail the weapons and firepower em­
ployed. At present all modern bomber.sare emplo,yedagainst the 
Democratic Ilepublic of Vietnam~ Fifteen diff·erent types have 
been observed. They are the F .100 C D employed as a 'fighter 
bomber, the F 105 D, th~ F 4 C,the FIll - you have read in 
the newspaper that. this' machine has also be~n shot down - the 
FIO.4 is empl~yed as an escort fighter, also the fighter bomber 
F 4, as bombJ-ngplanes the B 52.and 0 130, in fact a transport 
aircraft that is employed for dropping depth charges', as re­
connaissance aircraft the F 101, I 147, B 0 136. And tb,e US 
Marine Corps which also participated in the attack uses as 
fight.erbombers :the A 4A, A 6A, F 4 ,and. as reconnaissance 
aircraft :the B F 8 and the B A 5. These most modern fighting 
aircraft are loaded with the most varying types of bombs and 
shells. 

The Americans are currently. testing a whole series of new­
types of prOjectiles which in part have undoubtedly been 

\ 
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developed in "Violation of international law. Bomb~sweig,hingfr/;)m 
250 to 3,000 pounds have been dropped. Up to the Second \Yorld 
War, only bOmbs of up to 1,000 pounds were known; the, 2,000 and 
3,OOO-pound bombs are new developments which today are being , 
employed in Vietnam. A 3,000 .. pound bomb causes" fox example, a 

'bomb crater of nine to ten metres deep with a diameter of 24 to 
28 metres. A building.- even a large' one, completely disappears 
in such a crater. It now, as we have heard, up to 500 bombs are 
dropped on a square kilometre then this area is ploughed up, 
,completelydevastated.~en there is no .longer any military 
necessity for proceeding against the civilian population of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam with such density of firepower. 
~at is direct evidence o.f the attempt by the American air 
gangsters to commit genocide. 

Y~u have certainly heard of the cluster bombs. ~eir 
mechanism bas become generally known. Nevertheless, I want to , 
describe again how the cluster bombs are employed and what 

" th~ir effect is. The Americans have been working on the deve1op-­
ment of this weapon since 1962. First they developed the so-cal­
led pineapple ,bombs. They are about the size of a man's fist. , 
~ey have a wall of 8.0 millimetres. About 300 individual little 
pellets with a calibre of from 5.0 to 6.0 millimetres are em­
bedded in this housing, just as with the cluster bombs. The 
pineapple bomb is filled with an explosive, has a percussive 
fuse and extrudable rods devised for keeping the depth of soil 
penetration as slight as possible. ~e range of effectiveness 
of the pellets contained in the casing is about 20 metres. ~e 
pineapple bombs are fired from platforms secured on the aircraft. 
~e firing platform is tube~ehapedwith each platform having 
19 holes with a clear width of 75.0 millimetres each. ~e plat­
:eorm is about 1.50 metres long so that in each of the 19 h,oles 
six pineapple bombs can be stored. ~us, with one platform 
(19 x 6) = 114 pineapple bombs can be fired. ~heF 105 carries 

, 

fo~ such platforms. AS,a further development the Americans have 
produced the so-cai1ed, cluster bomb. ~ese 1ittl'e bombs .are 
spherically shaped and about the size of a tennis ball., The 



cluster bomb consists of a spherioal shaped metallic .hollow 
body filled with explosive. Like the pineapple b.omb it has 
about 300 little spheres or pelle.ts embedded in the sO.l!le 8.0 
millimetre thick metal housing. Each of the pellets is from 
5.0 to 6.0 millimetres in size. The cluster bombs are trans­
ported in a sheet metal capsule shaped like a bomb. From 560 
to 640 cluster~omgs are contained in this sheet metal capsule 
(the mother cluster bomb), in each of wr~ch in turn are 390 
pellets in the1rhousing. They have a refined sensitive per­
oussive fuse. With the disintegration of the mother bo~b the 
oluster bombs ,are given a strong twist and weights are f'orced 

~ 

downwards by the centrifugal force. This presses a' pin against 
the fuse which makes the bomb explode at the slightest contact 
with any object. If about 600 such cluster bombs faJ,! on an 
area of 200 x 800 metres, which have an explosive ef'fect of 
from 5 to 10 metres that means tha~ the 180,000 pellets released 
with one shot are spr,ead through the area and tbat at the same 
time every square me'tre of this region (200 x 800 metres) is 
struck by seven pellets. ~he de.struction thus caused is ex­
ceptionally creat. 

, 
But it is also clear that this weapo,n can be employed 

. exolusively against living objects for their penetration force 
, 

can, scarcely be effective against armoured vehicrles or cover. 
So the Americans use these cluster bombs against workers in the 
rice fields., against groups of people on market ~quares, against 
working people on the way to work. But they not only do that. 
We had the opportunity to talk to teachers and children on our 
trip and they reported that the Americans aim their 'explosive 
and 'cluster bombs especially against schools and do not drop 
themhapbazardly but give careful. consideration to the fact 
tbat in Vietnam school begins in the morning at 7.30 a.m. and 
ends at 11.30 a.m. And an analysis of cluster bomb attacks shows 
tbat the schools are bombed with cluster and explosive bombs . . , 

almost exclusively at times when the childre.n are being in-
structed • 

. In view of these sYl'ltematically committed crimes against-
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ohildren and adolesoentsthe words of the President of the 
Demooratio Republio of Vietnam moved us profoundly. They 
penetrated deeply into our hearts. Ho Chi. Minh said: "When a , , . . 
soldier f.alls we mourn ,for him, but we also know that he gave 
his life in battle for our homeland.' But when a child is 
murdered then our mourning for it is endless and the flames of 
hatred and anger against the US aggressors flare up brighter, 
higher and more terribly." 

But napalm is still ~ore odious than pineapple and cluster , 
'bombs. Napalm is the further development of the already known 
phosphorous bomb which the Americans used on Dresden and Ie. tel' 
in Korea. In burning napalm develops a temperature of up to . 
3,000 degrees. It is a viscous, easily splashable burning mass, 
sticking very firmly to objects and it cannot be wiped off. The 
attempt to remove l'lapalm with the hands leads to the severest 

\ ' 

burns. 

But much worse is the fact that in burning poisonous sub­
stanoes are released a tthe same time. Heavy gases develop which 
flow into oavities in the soil, that is, in shelter holes, com­
munioation trenches, shelters, etc. And the people who seek 
cover against the attaok have the terrible choice of either 
suffooating from the gas or being burned in t~ flames of the 
napalm. Napalm burns with blaok, ooal-like residues; it floats 
on water and can be extinguished only by the withdrawal of O2 , 
that is by smothering the flame. It must therefore be submerged 
in water or covered with mud ,or similar subs'tances. 

I 
" 

Napalm wounds are frightful. There are deep burns. Even 
the slightest squiert oauses terrible wounds. You known the 
pictures of Vietnamese citizens 'who have been horribly mutilated 
by napalm. Some 35 per cent of those affected die immediately; 
they suffocate in the maddening heat. ~ inhaling toxic gases 
the mucous membranes of the nose and mouth a~e burned. The ' 
larynx is seized by cramp and people die as a result. 

The Amerioans Wile this napalm especially where people 
think they have found oover. And to make the matter still more 
criminal they oombine the dropping of napalm with the dropping 
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of explosive and cluster bombs. ~hey want every sb,Qt of napalm 
lito pay for itself ". 

A little drop of napalm burns for at 1.eastth1l:ty minutes, 
assuming that the. burning process is not interfered with. 

But even this is not enough to make the full extent of the 
crime clear. In burning napalm develops toxics~bstances which 
lead to the loss of one kilogram of weight per day by persons 
affected. After some 30 days such an injured person has lost at 
least/20 per cent of his bodily weight. This open up the possi­
bility of all kinds of complications. Those people with extensive 
scars who survioe may find that canoerous tumours are forming , 
atter some 14 to 16 months. That means that the Americans are 

1- . / 

not only seeking to ovez-whelm the popUlation of Vietnam with. 
f1l:~ anq explosive charges but they are a.lso spreading - if you 
choose - the soourge of cancer. And the Americans know that, 
,they know it very well. 

This report may shock some people, but, also perhaps have 
caused them to refleot about the horrible impe~alist orimes 
which are being committed wherever the US aggressor~ appear. 

, 

Our task was and is to gather faotua1 material in order t.o 
make known as widely as possible the monstrous crimes of the US 
imperialists and their allies. 

. , 
breis no doubt that the US imperialists and their aocom-

~ 

plices are making themselves guilty before the whole of mankind 
of the crime of aggression, the crime against humanity. That, 
corresponds to the nature of imperialism of today with which we 
aI'e, directly confronted in the shape of West German'imperialism. 
The repor·t is to be added to the already available extensive 
material about imperialist crimes against humanity as further 
documentary evidence. 

But we ,were not onlY eye-witnesses of the crimes of aggres­
sion of the USlL against the Vietnamese people. We exper ienced 

J 
the unforgettable meeting with an unyielding, invincible Viet-
nam confident of victory. That moved us most strongly in com­
parison with all other experiences. 
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. !ale privatic:>nlil' and frightfulness l which the Amerioan war has 
imposed on 'j;he people of the Democratic Bepublic o·fVietnam. bave 
led to the formation ot a determined and powerful fighting al­
liance of all. stra:ta of the people under the leadership of the 

. I 

Party of Working People of Vietnam. Bold and life-affirming, 
the people are fighting for their homeland and for fUrther 
Socialist constI'uotion.· 

~e American multimillionaires and their agents in the 
White House and Pentagon stand witl:J. a mixture of rage and 
perplexity before the fact that such a small, heI'oic people are 
bringihg their entire global strategy into confusion.· 

It is the soldiers and officers of the Vietnamese People's 
Army, the people's militia, the entire Vietnamese people, and it 
is the. fraternal. aid of the Socialist camp and all peace-loving 
forces., it is the proletarian internati.onalism of the working 
class throughout the world, proclaimed by Karl Marx, it is 
this powerful. supplemental international anti-imperialist 
action whic.l;l is' wrecking the US aggressors' concept of ,t.l;le ir 
genocidal policy and condemning it to failure. Our constant 
and growing solidarity is .to help drive the aggressors out of 
Vietnam as· quickly as possible. 

-
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Professor ,Dr. G.G r' u m mer , 
Professor at the University of Rostock 

Genocide with Herbicides (June 1911) 

Vietnam, one 0'£ the three brave countries of, Indochina, 
has known no :peace for decades because, imperialist powers 
have tried time and again to,subjuga~e this land by fo~ce. 
Japanese occupation forces succeeded the French colonial au-

- , 

thoritiesand, in their turn, were replaced by French-colonial 
troops. !!he United -States' of America has been tryina; to include 
this small but strategically important country in its sphere of 
power since 1954. ~ey subjected the south o~ the country to 
their global st~ategy interests in breach 'of the Geneva Agree­
ments on Indochina which provided ~very possibility for peace­
ful and democratic developments throughout Vietnam. ~e US 
engagement contradicts international law and tb.e'means and 
methods being employed within 1);s frameworlc range from neo­
colonialist pressure through political and eC9nomic inter-, 
ference to open warfare against the population \'Ihich, til. hand­
ful of traitors aside, fought the American intrUders from the 
first day onViard and, with the founclationof the National Liber-
ation Front iiri960, found the force that mobilizes, organizes 

and leads them. 

US imperialism has ,now expanded its Vietnam war' into an 
Indochina war. Shaken by the military and political blows 
struck by the peoples of' Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, it is 
taking refuge in one new criminal adventure after another in­
stead of agreeing to a reasonable political settlement on the 
basis of the proposals of the liberation movements in Indo-, 
china. US imperial-ism is still hoping to keep at least part 
of Indochina in"its sphere of influence: as an anti-Conunuhist 
barrier, a military base and, not least, as a testing ground­
for the American military and the arms industry. 

-Washington, and the Pentagon generals in particular, 
shrink from no means or method-s to reach at least this ob­
jective. And so this war that is being wage,d in .:ontravention 
of international law consists of a ghastly sum of individual 
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crimes which are beingcomniitted 'day Jon and day out, hour after 

hour. 
. \ 

One of its ..most horrible chapters is the use of herbicides. 

:My main job during my journey was investigating the ef­
fects these crimes were having, and helping the Vietnamese 
people to organize effective and suitable·counter-measures. 

A few preliminary remar.ks shall 'serve to make the aims 
clear which the United States' wants to reach with its herbicide . , 
missions.~is is what I can report on the grounds of the im­
pressions I gained during my tour: 

In essence, the US armed forces and the Saigon mercenaries 
are in control of the towns and the so-called strategic villages 
which were built throu,ghout the countrY as concentration camps 
for the population. 

~ey are a kind of· a .fortress and as such are encompassed 
by several barbed-wire fences., :Minefields have been laid oui­
side these. fences as have other kin.ds of protective: 6irdles •. 

. Herbicides bave been put out to destroy the entire vegetation . 
in the surroundings. These belts are several hundre d metres 
broad. lhose that encircle the towns are frequently even 
several kilometres wide, making the area "vegetation free". 
"Obtaining a fu·ll field of fire" is the object of this exercise. 
People who want to enter a hamlet are subjected to strict check­
ups and watch towers are manned round the clock to keep the 
inhabitants under strict control. Only a few roads lead to 
these concentration camp villages p.nd so the American and Saigon 
armed forces are severelyre,stricted as regards mobility. ~ey 
are trying to overcome this immobilization with cruel terror 
attacks against the ~iberated areas •. ~E!se attacks are chiefly 
aimed against the civilian population and entail the use of 
every available means of warfare. 

~ese are the weapons in use: 

. Bombs of all kinds and sizes,. among· the.Ql many new types 
that were espec~lly developed for terror raids on the popula­
,tion. ~ey include the not'orious cluster bombs which, when , 
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dropped, explode, eject hundreds of small steel pellets in 
every ·direction and so wound people dangerously. jhe spider 
bomb is a more rece~t development. jhis bomb does not explode. . . 
It falls to the gr.ound and then ejects a me tal anchor which 
is a.ttached to eight lengths of nylon twine. jhe anchor lands 
several metres away from this dangerous bomb which only ex­
plodes after someone or something touches one of the lengths 
of twine. 

Napalm (product of naphthalene and. coconut oil and a 
basic substance of jellied petrol). Human skin that comes into 
contact with napalm is burned severely, and these burns are 
hard to heal. Napalm is also used on an extensive. scale to 
reduce villages in liberated areas to ashes. Napalm has lately 
been used as supernapalm, i.e., a napalm and white phosphorous 
compound •. Its victims have deep burns that are hard to heal and, 
frequently, also suffer from phosphorous poisoning as well. 

Chemical warfare agents, including herbicides, which in­
flict disastrous damage on human beings, animals and .plants ,as 
we shall now'prove. 

Herbicides are used in many countries today as chemical 
weed killers. jheir application can increase labour productivity 
substantially. In Indochina, and particularly in South Vietnam, . 
soma of the same substances are being misused to destroy crops' 
and woodland areas over large parts of the countryside. Not only 
for military reasons, e.g., obtaining full fields of fire, but 
also to subject the population to starvation, to harm the people 
in every possible way. 

Lessening ~he damage tlmt is being done to plants, animals 
and human beings requires research into, and the .organization of, 

. appropriate coun.ter-measures. Agricul turaloffic ials, physicians, 
medical orderlies andarmw officers will have to be taught 
various me·thods that they will be able to use on the fields. 
:this will enable them to combat - right dOWn to the tiniest 
village in their sphere of operations - the serious consequences 
of these criminal operations. 
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One cannot yet report fully about the technical and organ­
izat.ional details that are connected with this job. !Illese 

. , 
counter-measures are a pl'.ablem which cut across every single 
group of questions, and this book can only give an outline 
of the chapter 0'.11 this subject. 

Most of t~e scientific work required is being performed 
in Hanoi. A comprehensive research program has been draWn up 
on the baSis of a host of ideas which were obtained in the 
course of ,many long discussions. But some of the investigations 
have to be carried out directly in the affected areas as well. 
In certain cases, at least material has to be taken to Hanoi .. 
where it can then be further examined. 

!Ille GDB can cooperate in this research work in two 
respects. We can on the one hand train Vietnamese students and 
young scientific workers as specialists for certain tasks. !Illey 
will be able to start tackling some of ~he many jobs i;hat face 
their country as soon as they arrive back home. On the other 
hand, we, in the GDB can investigate material sent from Hanoi 
in suitable laboratories and send back all our findings to 
Hanoi in order that they may then be evaluated there.!Ill.at would 
be a new form of solidarity with our brothers in Vietnam. , 

/ 

Chemical Warfare Agents in Use in South Vietnam 

AGEn ORANGE 
Active ingredients: 50 % each of the n_butyl ester 

of 2.4-Dand 2.4.5-~ 
Solvent: kerosene \ 
Bate of application: 24 lbs/acre (approx. 27 kg/ha) 
Maximum rate of application allowed in the USA: '3 lbs/acre 
Use: principally to destroy forests 
Principal manufaoturers in the USA: Dow Chemical Corporation 

Diamond Alkali Corporation 
Monsanto Corporation 

AGEN~ WHITE ", 
Active ingr'edients: 39.6 % of the triisopropanolamine salt 

o~ 2.4-D 
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10.2 % of 4-amino-3.5.6-trichlQro picolinic 
acid, i.e. ,picloram . 

S.olventl kerosene 
Use I Chiefly in forest destruction. Exercises a stronger and 

more protracted effect on plants than Agent Orange. 
Picloram's protracted soil persistency does not make its 
use on arable land practicable. 

Manufacturer: Dow Chemical Corporation 

DESICCANT AGEN~ BLUE 
Active ingredients: 3.9 % of cacodylic acid = dimethylarsinic 

acid 
22.6 % of the Na salt of cacodylic acid 

Sol vent: water / 

Use: Primarily to destroy rice crops. Not .admitted for use on 
edible crops in the USA because of its possible conversion 
into highly toxic compounds. 

Manufacturer: Ansul Cempany, Marinette, Wiscensin. 

~le ~opical Rain Forest Is Dying 

A large part of the herbicide missions are flown over 
denseferest areas. ~e tropical rain fores"b,the distinctive 
mark and, at tl).e same time, the greatest wealth ef many 0.1' the 
meist and warm trepical countries, and that of Vietnam, too,l 
is disappearing to. an ever-larger extent. 

~epical rain forests are valuable not only beca~e of 
their composition and on the grounds of the products that can 
be wen from the forest flora. ~ey are the most highly developed 
of all plant communities and as such also previde research 
workers with a much favoure'd subject for their studies. Gigantic 
trees as well as smaller ones in the half shade ,grow there 
along with a host of creepers, ferns and orchids which grew in 

. the forks eftheir branches, and mosses that fleurishon their 
trunks and even on their leaves. TO this must be added a muJ.ti­
tude 'ef s.u.cubsandherbaceous plants. 
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A tropical rain forest contains at least seven times as 
much organic substance as does an equally large acreage of 
th~ best woodlands in Central Europe. Numerous ple lts whose 
roots do not reach dOwn to the ground have various contrivances 
with which they can. store water after it has stopJ;>ed raining. 
Vie shall return to this water retaining power later on, and 
will just mention the fact now that it is this great power 
which makes these for~sts particularly valuable for the entire 
water economy. 

~e United States is currently engaged in the systematic 
destruction of all of South Vietnam's valuable woodland regions. 
~ere is a danger of only negligible remnants o~ Vietnam's 
primordial t.ropical rain forest surviving this war. 

~re are examples to show that the forests which are 
being destroyed now in this manner are lost beyond recall: 

A volcano on a small island between SUmatra and Java 
erupted in 1883. It is very probable that the island's entire 
vegetation was destroyed at that time. New plants started grow­
ing on the island as soon as the lava had be'en decomposed . into 
fresh soil. Several expeditions have been sent out to observe 
all tr.e important plant resettlement stages in detail. But even 
now, nearly 90 years after the event, the forest qonununity has 
not been restored to its original state by far. , 

Cambodia's historic ,temple city of Angkor provid.es a second 
example. Angkol' was the capital of the Khmer Kingdom from 'the 
12th to the 14th century. The city was destroyed some time 
later and deserted by its inhabitants. ~e forest hals had .' 

'. ' 

about 600 years to cover the once cleared area with replaoement 
. vegetation. ''lXue, a forest has grown up again over this period, 

but not ,the valuable primary rainforest oonununity. A secondary 
fqrest of lesser value is what stands there now. 

i ,--

Conditions are far less ;t'avourab;Le for the'forest areas, 
'. particularly the mountainous ones, that are now being des.troyed 
with herbicides. An area 'snutritive substances are praotical­
ly all stored in the vegetable mat·terundel' j;.b,e cond:j.t1cins that. 

'/ 
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prevail in m.oistand tropioal regions. ;Plants will soon be able 
to absorb thiough their roots the substances that are released 

, ~ 

through,the decomposition of dying plants, or parts of plants. 
," \'!l!he nutritive substances will be released in their entirety if 

So large-scale mission destroys all the vegetable matter in the 
area. !l!here are n6 root systems left to absorb j;hefree minerals. 
!l!he tropical'rains will wash out the nutritive substances in a, 
short time and wash them away into the waterways. So an extreme 
Shortage of mineral substances in, the soil will prevent a re­
placement. of a valuable cover of plants in the affected area. 

!l!he forests of Vietnam have suffered damage over the past 
centuries for many reasons. Clearing the mountain regions, the, 
taking of 'wood by the peasant s, tornadoes, and the mismanagement 
of the colonial Bra. But even in their entirety, these foctors 
did not do so much damage as the United States is now doing in 
this war with its herbicidal destruction of the woodland regions. 
Nearly half of the forest lands in the south of the country 
have already fallen prey to the US Air Force which has frequent­
ly flown large-scale missions to spray the chemiCal warfare 
agents. 

Vlholly new tasks will face Vietnam's for,e.stry after the 
war. So research will already have to evolve suitable measures 
to?ay in order that r~afforestation may go ahead, smoothly, 
swiftly and, above all, at a low cost in the future. However, 

, t!le point is not going to be restoring ~hat has been destroyed: 
to its original state, but rather planting the most val-qable 
forests and plantations possible which will then suppJ,y the 
country not only' with hardwood timber and soft wood, but with 
rubber and kapok, oolophony and terpentine, tanbark, curatives 

and many other products as well. In addition, Vietn~m is a 
mining country and so requires pit props in large quantities. 
Finally, it wi;l.l have to be ensured that enough woodland is left 
for the peasants, i.e., woods from which the, villagers will 
obtain their fuel • 

. postwar Vietnam will not be the country it was before the 
war. And that does not onl'Yapplyto its forests. 
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The systematic use of herbicides in forest destruction 
has become the principal reason for the enbanced danger of 
floods. fhis danger becomes the greater the more one moves 
southwards into the deforested areas. 

b danger of a flood occurring outside the normal rainy 
~ 

season is something com:ple~ely new for Vietnam. fhe well-
stocked tropical rain forests were well able to store the 
rain water in the soil and its upper stratum, and both on 
and in the plants, and then gradually. to release it again. fhe 
peasants planted their crops in such a way that they could 
harvest them - by no meanS accidentallY - during the months of 
November and December when there is but little rain. Normally, 
there was never any danger of a flood at that timeq~ the year. 

fhis is no longer. the. case. I, for instance, saw how a 
relatively small amount of precipitation, approximately 30 mm 
of rain, managed to turn a small, 50-metre wide river into a 
broad, 1.5-km broad river within a short space of time in late 
November, i.e., right in the middle of tIle rice barvest. l'he 
result wa's that a fertile plain, Wilich had practically been sown 
entirely to rice, was covered by flood water which reached a 
depth of one-and-a-half metres. 

'The reason was easily 
thirds of the woodlands in 

i found: herbicides had destroyed two 
the river's catchment area. 

fhe extent of which forests have been deetroyed, and the 
greatness of the danger of flood occurrence differ and depend 
on the type of active ingredients applied. Agent Vlliite is ~he 
most dangerous of all. for t.he 
eco.nomy, whereas Agent Orange 
on human beings. 

forests and above al-l-·the water 
exercises the most harmful effects , 

Agent .. Orange slashes the significance woodland areas have 
for .the water economy by about 75 per cent. Agent White, on the 
other hand, reduces a forest's flood-protection value to one 
tenth and, in the long-run; to an even lower level. Fo]:' the 
soil can be subjected to powerful solar i~ra'diation after com­
ple.te deforestatio.n w.iththe result that kicroorganisms will 

... 
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dry upafld be greatly dalnaged. Rainfall Wll1 wash away a oon-
siderable proportion of th~ surfaoe 13011 when the mioro­
organisms have been so affeoted. As soon as the above. destruotion 

. has reaohed oompletion most. of the rain water flows off along 
the surfaoe, and into the' rivers a little later where it will 

, , 
lead to floods~ 

At least four-fifths of all Vietnam's woodland areas must 
be olassified as proteotive forests, i.e., forests that pro­
teot the water eoonomy. me exalnple I quoted shows the;f;the 
destruotion of these forests results in severe floods - es­
peoially in the plains:. the prinoipal settlement areas and, , 
above all, the main rice 'oropping centres. 1'he :aggressors are 
deliberately bringing aboutcatastrophio floods and using them 
for their own purposes. Many people are, being fox.ced to leave 
their homes, and US pilots just shoot them down like game during 
open season when they ta1ce to flight. 

1'he l~rvest oampaign is a matter of life and death under 
these diffioult conditions., I have seen peasants, and woman 
peasants, too, standing up to the ir hips in t11e water that had 
flooded tIle fields at harvest time, and gathering the panicles 
off the completely submerged rice plants. I was able to satisfy 
myself that the entire crop had bcren harvested by tile time. the 
water level had dropped a few days later. The flag of the 
Republ ic of South Vietnam flew over the' fields - in defiance of 
the American intel'ventionists. 

~le NLF fighters have to cope·with even more arduous living, 
working and combat conditions. I visited a partisan uuit -
young people for the most part who are living in self-made 
shelters. 1'hey have to spend more time below ground! than in the 
light of. gay. 1'here are hardly any r9ads in the'ir fighting zone; 

. only trenches 0 

1'he partisans do ~ lot of farm work when they are . not in 
action in spite ot'all their privations. 1'hey grow most of 
their food .:t;he.qlselves and supply their unit with it.1'hey eyen 
. ~ , .' , 

grow rice altb..oughthey do not have any draught animals. They 
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work the land with hoes. 
'/ 

In th'e evening t:ae co'mmander told ine/about the batUes 
the und.t bad won. Jtlterwards" the political officer spoke, 
about t,he unit's successful farming reco~d:',food production is 
a political task over and above everything else in these parts. 
~e fact that \his unit has asked its cOllllllllndi'or/ ne ither pro­
visions nor ammunition for a number of months now is not only, 
due to unit-based production. ~ese partisans are livins- in the 
neighbourhood of a so-called strategic hamlet. The population 
of this entire area has been forced to reside there. Some 
partisans spent their childhood ,in the hamlet and joined the 
unit as s,oon as they were old enough to carry ,6. rifle. In !I1."lny 
cases their parents and relatives are still living in the 
ham~et. And communications witll t:ae strategic village are ' 
qui~e obviously adequate - in spite of minefields', and electric , ' ' 

fences. Just one more bit of evidence of the 'liberation forces' 
close connections vlith the population. 

Malaria - Scourge of the Tropics 

~e systematic herbicide missions of the American aggres­
sors over largeares...s of the country are also having a pro­
foundly detrimental effect on the public health system. Malaria 
<?ontrol is problem No. 1 in all moist and tropical cpuntries. 
Once the gravest of all epidemics ,ma;Laria was in many ways 
instrumental in checking the economic and social rise of these 
peoples. 

i "' 
~e Democratic Republic of Vietnam carried out an extensive 

anti-malaria campaign which resulted in an' exceptio~allY' large 
drop in the inc idence of this' disease. ~e publ ic health system 
no longer needs to treat mal~ria as apriority problem i~ 
socialist Vietnam. Its retroactive effects' on public cheal th 
are relatively small. 

Malaria control was also launched successfully in the 
liberated areas of the south, but there have been considera'ble , 
setbacks t~re in re'cent Years. In the f'irst place' a new form 
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of malar~ .bas appeared there as a result of the medicines the 
US Army ~ives all servicemen within the scope of the pro­
phylactio measures it is carrying out against this disease. ~e 
new strain is. resistant to the remedials that are generally 
used ill Vietnam. Secondly, the many floods have increased the 
danger of malaria. 

~ere are in the main three measures one can take to 
organiz.e malaria control: 

~eatment of the sick with medioaments; 
Isolating the sick from the healthy in order to lessen 

the danger of their catching the disease; 
Mosquito control (mosquitoes are the carrier of the 

malarial excitant). 

~e aggressors are disrupting all three measures with a 
view to increasing the danger of malaria. 

~e destruction of the well-known Quyn Lap leprosy sana­
torium supplied an analogous case. Many leprous patients lived , 
there, far from any other human habitation. US aircraft bombed 
this leprosarium to the ground. b patients had to be evacuated. 
Redisseminating this dangerous ,and contagious disea.se among the 
population was t~~ obvious Object of this exercise. 

~e aggressors are trying to reach the same goal with 
malaria today. Floods serve this purpose above 'all other things. 
Everyone knows that mosquito larvae ~ive in water. There are 
three species of malarial parasites in Vietnam, as well as over 
a dozen insect species, all of which can transmit.this disease. 

Plant and animal life ha~at first largely been killed off 
after each forest destruction. !I!he insect species are the 
first to return. Mass propagation is already taking place 
fourteen days after the forest .bas been destroyed,. They mul­
tiply in numbers that far .exceed their normal density, the 
reason being that many other animal species, as well as some 
birds and reptiles, which feed on insects have been killed off 
too, and they only return and start multiplying after a very 
much longert ime. 
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Stagnant ~aterprovides extremely favourable conditions 
for mosquito propagation - and there are a host of stagnant 
pO~d~, puddles and wa.ter-logged bomb craters il;l any des.troyed 
forest •. But the decisive factor is furnished by the nutrient 

\ .. 
content of these waters,. Water that is poor" in nutrient content 
offers .mosquit'o larvae unsuit;3.ble conditions, but water that is 
rich in nutrient content can supply ·food for any number of 
mosquito larvae. Stagnant water amasses a vast amount of organic 
matter in consequence of ~efoliation and forest destruction, and 
it furnishes the mosquito larvae with an excellent nutrient 

'substratum. 

~e follOwing observation also be;3.rs witness to the fact 
that the US aggressors are deliberately bringing about this 
plague of mo~quitoes: Bombs are frequently dropped on woodland 
areas shortly after herbicides have been put out over them.· 

, 
~ese bombings even occur when the region is sparsely populated. 
~ey are evidently aimed at creating extra bomb craters where 
water and nutrient substances will be. gradually collected. 
~is measure is instrumental.in substantially increasing the 
danger of mosquitoes and thereby the spreading of malaria. 

Counter-measures will have to be taken consistently in 
order to 
mosquito 
measure. 

prevent a. redissemination of. malaria. Combatting the' 
with. the help of insecticides is the most imlJ.ortant 

~e knapsack sprayer and duster (type S 100) which tl~e GDR 
has been delivering in large quantities to the DRY and the RSV 
is playing a highly significant .part in this campaign. Severa·l 
people assured me that this implement is doing a very good job 
and that, of course, it is also being used for norm~lpest 
control. Even though it is.xathElr heavy I saw women who worked 
with our knapsack ~rayer for quite lengthy periods. The friend~ 
ly statesalsQ supply most of the insecticides that are~sed 
tnere for malaria control. These supplies constitute still ·an­
othe.r 'kind I?f solidarity action •. 

But the US crimes I have described not bnly affect malaria 
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. , 
'control ,dangerously. 1'here ha.sbeen an increasing occurrence 
of other contagious diseases which are transmitted by in~ects. 
1'heyinclude a' form of dengue that is har.d to cure by thera- ' 

• 
peutic means. 

Another grave consequen5e of the herbicide missions is 
the way they are endangering the country's tra.ditional pharmacy. 
It manufactures numerous medicaments f~om indigenous plants or 
animals which are very important for the country since a modern 
pharmacy finds it very difficult to develop under war-time. 
conditions. Woodland plants are the principal material from 
which mS"dicaments are made.1'he flora of a tropical rain forest 
is far richer and more manifold than ours is. 1'his means that 
it naturally offers a host of different possibilities for· the 

"-
manufacture' of medicaments, possibilities that have been used 
for centuries. Nearly every village has a "specialist" who 
malces these remedies. 

Extensive forest destruction has made a large number of 
woodland plant species comparatively rare. Among tilem are 
species that used to grow in abundanc-e. 1'he hospi"tals in the 
south have to send out regular expeditions now to gather the 
important me'd ic ina 1 plan ts. 

Some of the' Vietnamese plant,s used to produce medicaments 

Dichroa febrifuga LOUR., leaves; against malaria 
Alston.ia scholaris R.BR., bark; against malaria 
Kinospora crispa (1), stalks; against malaria 
Cinnemomum camphora NESS et EJ3ERM." bark; tonic 

. Gaesalpinia sappan L., (:ro moc), leaves; against diarrhea 
Leonurus heterophyllus S~VEEl', (Ich man); against dysmenorrhea 
Rauwolfia vertic illata L., (Be. gac); relaxative 
Lactuca indica L., (Eo vong anh) leaves; against furunculosis , 
Lonicera japanica moNB., (Kim ngan Hoa), flowers; against 

, . / 

inflammations 
-Xanthiumstrumarium L., (Ke dan Ngua), fruit; against furUl'icu- . 

losis 
Quisqualis 1.ndica L., (Su quan' Tu),fI"l:l:it; against worms 
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Stemona tuberosa LOUR., (Bach bo), roots, cough remedy 
Plantago asiatica L., (Ma De), leaves; diuretic 
Orthosiphon stamineus BEN~., (Rau Meo), leaves; diuretic 
Cassia tora L., (~o Quyet Minh), grains; laxative 
Ard1sia spec., (Cay Khoi), leaves; ag~inst stomach ulcers 
Siegesbeckia orientalis L., (By thien); against rheumatism 

. Fibraurea tinctoria !lUUR., (Hoang Dang), stalks and roots; 
against dysentery 

Eolipta alba HASSK., (Nho noi); haemostatic, also checks 
inflammations 

Panax pseudo-ginseng WALL., (Tam ~t); tonic 
Acanthropanax spec., (Ngu gia Bi) I tonic 
Holarrhena antidysenterica WALL., (Muc hoa i'rang); against 

dysenteJ;'y 

A start is now be:Lng systemat ically made to make botanical 
maps of the places where these plants are still growing to 
prot.ect what remains of them, and to keep them available :for 
medicament manufacture. It is also intended to take suitable 
measures to prevent people from making excessive· use of stocks, 
and to achieve a state of equilibrium between stock increment 
and utilization., In some cases a start bas even been made to 
cultivate formerly common plant species. ~e Vietnamese have 
taken this step in order to ensure. that backwood regions are 
in no danger of not receiving their supplies of some of the im­
portant medicaments. A call has been issued to all the ,villages 
to join in this campaign. 

Priority attention is being paid to the manufacture of 
many of these medicaments - many of which are used to fight 
malaria. Some of these ~emedies are used to control the 
malarial parasites while others are administered to combat 
malaria indirectly. One has to try to get a malaria patient's 
temperature down, boost and stimulate his circulatory system, 
and do a lot of other things to make him well again. Medicaments , 
that serve these purposes are also made from woodland plants 
which used to grow in abundance but have now become rare. 
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Making medicament produotion more difficult is another 
thing the high command of the tts armed forces in Saigon is 
doing del:iberately.Keeping in mind the link that exists he­
tween malaria contro+ and the social and economic rise of a 
nation, one cannot but draw a single conclusion from this 
practice: He who makes malaria control more diff.icult in a 
country, wants to make ieolfl.tion measures ineffective, c;t'eates' 
opportunities for an increased m:ultiplication of malaria car­
riers, and damages the medicament industry, wants to exclude 
the people concerned from an economic and social upswing for a 
long time to come and push them back to .the position from which . , 
it started along its arduous road many years ago. 

PoisoningS and Hereditary Lesions 

'~e herbic:!.de missions that are being 'flown in Vietnam 
affect the state of health of the people, involved directly 
and most detrimentally. These effects are caused exclusively 
by the exoessive rl:ltes at which the herbicides are put out. 
~ey are generally used as formulations which exceed by ten­
fold and, in part, even by 50-fOld the rate of application 
permitted in the United Sta.:t;es, or in our own country. 

Aerial spraying coverS vast stretches of land with the 
result that people who live in the mission area have no chance 
of escaping the herb~cides. 

Asthenia (Physioal debility) 

. ~e skin, eyes, nasal and pharyngeal organs of a person 
whose body surface has absorbed large quantities of 2.4-D,· 
2.4.5-T and other substances will suffer. extensive damage. 
There are people who were surprised by a herbiCide mission 
while working in the fields or the woods. ~eir health is im­

paired' for weeks and months~ and they are unable to work in the 
fields quite a time. 

~e name- given by doctors to this clinical picture is 

asthenia or general physical debility,./it"s mos~ striking symp­
tomsarel muscular atony, phySical atony, and extreme fatigue 
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after do:\.ng,anyth:\.ng for a short time that entailE! making an 
effort • 

.' In other oases, a person's eyes will reaot most sensitive­
ly, partioularly theoornea. It is not yet oertain whether the 
aotive :\.ngredients of the applied oompounds oause the damage, 
91' the sO.lverits. Some people suffer so badly that impaired 
vision makes them inoapaoitated for work for some time. 

~ere are a few oases of persons whose skin reaots very 
sensitively to the oil-ester formulations. They break out in ' 
a rash whioh is bard to heal. ~e peripherous nerve endings 
are freiuently affeoted as well. ~ere is, for, instanoe, the 

, ' 

soldier who is now lying in one of the NLF hospitals after 
having been oaught up in one of these missions when he was 
with 'his unit. ~at happened one-and-a-half years ago. He 
lost all sense ,of touoh in the skin of h1shead, his bands, / 
his tongue and in his pharynx, i.e., everywhere where either 
his skin or mucous membranes were directly exposed to the 
compounds that bad been sprayed. His greatest soorow is that 
the dootors have been unable to restore, his fighting oapability 
in spite of all they have done. 

I met a peasant woman in Virih Lirih who had been sprayed, 
with a oompound herbicide, (probably Agent Orange) last August 
while on her way to the fields. She fainted, vomited blood and 
had to be sent to hospital. She still has fits of repeated 
fainting today, and has stomaoh pains all the time. General 
physioal debility foroed her to stay at home for months on end. 
She bad to be nursed, and was u~ble. to work ~ the fields.' 

It must be understood that all these symptoms are oaused 
by substanoes that are not aimed direQtly against human beings, 
but are primarily used to kill off plants. ~e Amerioan aggres­
sors are trying to destr,oy the forests, but they are fully aware 
of the faot that they are at the same time demolishing the foun­
dations upon whioh the people have built up their life, and 
impair:\.ng their health., 
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Birth Deformities 

What is probably the worst effec,t US herbicide missions 
are having on the pop~1a tion may be observed among the new­
bo!'n. In the spring of 1-969 the Pentagon and the US President 
reoeived a report to the effect that laboratory animals had 
been experimented on with Agent Orange, and'that it causes birth 
deformities in mother animals who are exposed to this active 
iJqgr~dient during gestation. b report was at first kept secret~ 

In July 1969 a Saigon paper published the first report 
about the l~rge number of birth deformities that had been ob­
served in newborn babies in the vicinity of the city. Attempts 
were made later to suppress similar reports in the Saigon pre ss,. 
but fresh reports about the increasing incidence of birth 
deformities have continue to leak out. 

i!b.e Ame:t>1can report on birth deformities in newborn animals 
was finally released in the US press. It could well be that 
opponents of this criminal policy used a secur i ty gap to raise 
the alarm with the public. 

iVe shall now have to outline the fundamentals of this 
phenomenon: 

Agent Orange contains ~vo active ingredients which have 
become well-known under the:iX abbreviated des ignations: 2.4-D 
and 2.4.5.-~. During the manufacture of 2.4.5-~ tetrachloro­
dibenzo-dioxin(which will hereafter be referred to as dioxin 

, to simplify matters), is produced in more or less large quantities 
asa by-product. 

i!b.e epispastic effects of dioxin were discovered several 
years ago. Serious skin injuries had already occurred during 
the 1950s among Dow Chemical Corporation worlcers who operated 
the 2.4.5-~ plant. 

i!b.e above-mentioned by-product was discovered and invest­
igated in greater detail in oonsequence of these injuries. It 
has a powerful effect even though it only obtains in small 
quant i tie s. 
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fOe Formation of Dioxin and its Effeots 

1.2.4.5-tetraohlorobenzene is the starting material for 
the-synthesis of 2.4~5-triohloro-pheno:xy aoetic acid. fOe 
process entails the saponification of one chlorine atom by 
NaOH in a methanol solution. !l!t'iohl,..oro-phenylateis thus 
produced and subsequently decomposed doubly with monochlorace,tio 
acid. 

fOe first-mentioned reaction takes: place under pressure and 
at a tempe.rature of approximately 1600

• It is here that small 
qu~tities of 2.3.6.7-tetrachloro-dibenzo-dioxin are produced 
as a by-product .. - Its formation takes place as follows: 

C1 ONa Cl Cl Cl 
o 

+ 2 NaCl 
-ct -01 NaO C1 Cl 

i'he quantities in which the by-product is. produ.ced depend 
upon the temperature at which the reaction takes place. Ele~ 

, vated temperatures have a favourable effect on its formation. 

i'he Dow Chemical Corporation improved its production plants 
\ in 1965 after -many of its workers started suffering from severe 

acne, an ailment that had been caused by plant leakage. fOe 
r'esult was a drop in.the dioxin content of 2.4.5-T to below 0.5 
ppm (0.5 mg/k8). But the specified dioxin content of Diamond 
Alkali Corporation prodUcts is over 50 times as high, namely, 
27 + 8 ppm. -

According to Oettel (MOd. Unfallverh. 8, 1963-64, 19) 
dioxin_oauses "severe, fatal hepatio neoroses" in rabbits and 
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"above all serious, hardly reversi.ble changes in the skin of· 
human beings". 

1'e.ratogenic effects: ~e normal percentage of dieformed 
progeny of laboratory animals that have been experimented .pn 
ranges from seven .to th.irteen. A dose of 4.6 mg 2.4.5-1' with 
its' impuritielil let this percentage rise to 39,an.d it reached 
100 after the application.of a dose of 46.4 mg/kg. 

\ 

Laboratory animals were experimented on with purified 4i­
oxin (content 51 %). Ninety-eight per cent of their progeny 
were still-born· after the application of dosages of only 
0.0091 mg/kg. bt both dioxin and 2.4.5-1' exercise a syn­
ergistic effeot oannot be ruled out. 

~ Pentagon started out by trying to play down the report 
by saying that it had not been verified and that it was unsound. 
However, several soientifio institutions have in the meantime 
exp1ioitly oonfirmed that the deformities do result from the 
oauses suspeoted. 

Observations made in the Saigon area have made it highly 
probable that dioxin has the same dangerous effeots on human 
beings. Absolute oertainty cannot be obtained beoause ex­
perimenting with suoh a dangerous. substanoe on human beings is 
in itself prohibitive.]Ut ourrent observations indioate that 
expectant mothers will in many oases give birth to deformed 
babies if they oome into oontact with .4.gent Orange during the 
second to fourth month of pregnanoy - either by breathing it 
in, or by absorbing it through the skin, or by eatin~ or drink­
ing oontaminated food or drinking water. 

Several of these ohildren have now been thoroughly examinE1d 
at the Viet Duo Hospital in Ranoiwhioh is ourrently being re­
oonstruoted with the help of the GDB. Several cases of' Down's 
syndrome have been oonfirmed. Down's syndrome is the most 
serious hereditary disease known t,o man. 

~e disease is oaused by a sur~lUB ohromosome - the outoome 
of an an'Omalou,s miosis. Ohildz:en with Down's syndrome have 47 
ohromosomes and not 46 like normal people. ~ey have three 
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ohromosomes 21 iJlstead of the normal two. Hence the term tri..:o 
somiar 21. 

, 
.,!mle clinical pictuie was 'e.stab'lished over, a century ago, 

, . , 
but only a little more than ten years have paseed since its 
cytol'Ogical'foundationa were. investigated. Iselated cases occur 

. .' ,'-' , ... 
in every nation. !mlis'deformity afflicts every 2,500th child 

that is born, to younger mothers, i.e., 0.04 per ce.nt, but this 
percentage rises appreciably in the case of older mothers. 

Children who have such a surplus chromosome will at best 
have attaine.d the physical constitution ofa t~n-year-old child 
when they are adult. !mley remain small in stature, their limbs 
ar'e short and, stunted, and their bodies are clumsily structured. 
!mle neurocranium is not infrequently smaller than normal. ~ere 
is, in addition, an occurrence of various, ft'equently highly, 
typical, physical deformities. We shall expound these deform­
ities with the_help of examples later on. 

Children who suffer from Down's syndrome will at best have 
acquired the mental status of a normal seven-year-old when. they 
are grown up. 1!his meane that as adults they will at best be 
able to do the work of the first year of school. So the harm 
done to their minds iS,even graver than the damage suffered by 
their bodies. Development and growth are so severely retarded 
with many of these children that they cannot even reach the 
a bove value s. 

Over one quarter of all babies 'that are born during certain 
mO.nths in regions that have been sprayed extensively with Agent . . 
Orange, and at the rates ,of application. that are generally used, 
over South Vietnam, are 1;>orn with either such or other serious 
deformities. Or they are stillborn since these chromosomatic 

.malformations also increase the number of stillbirthssubstanti­
ally. ~e normal occurrence of Down's syndrome has been in;., 
creased by 500-fold at least in this part of the world. 

!mlis is what Walte.r Sullivan had to say about this subject 
in the International Herald '!Cribune of 31 December ,1970: 

/ , 



IIIrl the 1959-1968 period more tha.n 4,000 .deformed 
children were born in the children' s hospital in Saigon. , 
After the rapid increase in the ex,tent of forest devasta-
tion with 'chemicals in 1966 a sudden increase in de­
formities was noted •. Split palates and a deformation of 

•. the spine, the so-called spina b1fida, occurred especial­
ly frequently ••• 

IfIn the Tay Ninh provincial hospital, in the center of 
a favourite operational area of the ranch 'hands, there 

'were 64 cases of deformity among'l,OOO new-·born babies. 
In Saigon the figu:t'e is 26. out of 1,.000. If (retranslated 
from German) 

'Exact numbers cannot be quoted positively at present, but 
their magnitude can be, assessed. We know how large the sprayed 
areas are and the percentage that were spxayed with Agent Orange. 
Accurate data on the size of the population of the.se areas has 
been r,ecorded. This means that one lolOWS how many people the 
missions affected. Other known factors are the birth rate in 
these regions, and the percentage of tile ,defective newly-born. 
So one can give an approximate estimation of the number of birth 
deformities. \ 

Provided that it be understood that this estimate oannot 
be anything but a oautious one, it may be assumed that there 
are at least 25,000 ohildren with hereditary defects in South 
Vietnam. This figure does not inoludeall the as yet unborn . 

. babies whose mothers were sprayed during the missions that were 
flown in reoent months. But it does inolude all those who were 
stillborn, or died soon, after birth, on aooount of the~r serious 
chromosoma~ic defeots. Even after the war, it will probably be 
poss~ble to arrive at only anappro:x:imation of the entire scale 

. ofth.is crime since one will only be able to examine the 
survivors when the time comes. 

We shall now look into the case histories of two South 
Vietnamese children who were born with Down's syndrome: 

1. Hoang thi thu ~u,y. The little girl Vias born on 7 Decem- ! 
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ber 1967. Her mother, Le thi nhu Mai, is 40 years old, was born 
in QuangNam - just south of the 17th parallel. From,1964 to 
1969 tbe motber ,lived in areas that were polluted several times 
with herbioides. Afte.r tbemissions, she ate food and drank 
water that had been oontaminated by Agent Orange. 

Sbe suffered from neither. oomplaints nor illness during 
her pregnancy. She took no medioines, nor was ehe X-rayed. 
Delivery was unoomplioat.ed. She nursed her ohild for 12 months. 

Hoang thi thu ~uy was 21 months old before she could sit 
and 32 months old before she was able to stand, but even now she 

\ 

has tO,be supported. Her oondition is caused by hypotonia. Now, 
at the age of three, this little girl cannot say a single word 
and is usually absolutely apathetio. 

Other symptoms: The wrist-joints are easily bent back. ~e 
eye~ids are drawn very far back and form an "epicanthus fold " 
in the greater canthus. ~ eyes are spaced far apart (byper­
telorism), and the child has a pronounced squint. ~e position 
of her legs is unnatural: a factor that made learning to stand 
and walk harder. She was born without one of the lines of her 
hands. 

2. Ngu.yen thi ~u.y. ~is little girl was boxn on 9 December 
1969. Her mother, kan thi Cu.o, 23, comes from Quang ~i 
Province. This province borders on the 17th parallel. She lived 
in a mountain village for three years. Agent Orange was sprayed 
over this village several times, a:nd she was caught up in one . . 

such mission while working in the woods during her second month 
of pregnanoy. 

~ mother enjoys the best of health. She suffeted from 
no complaints during pregnancy, took no medicines, and was 
not X-rayed.. She was brought to North Vietnam one-and-a-half .. 
months after the last herbicide mission. She had her baby in 
Hanoi. It weighed 2.5 kg (5 lbs 8 o.z) at birth. 

, 
~he deformities were immediately apparent. ~e child 

. suffers nearly oont inuously f~om resp:l:t'atory disorders and she 

\ . 
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has alwa.ys got her head bent far pack in order to be able to 
breathe at all. A hollow appears between her conar bones with 
every breath she takes. 

~ere is an abnormal cavity in the roof of the mouth. b 

greatly reduced size of the neurocranium (a' so-called micro­
cephalism) is the most strik~g symptom of all. ~e child's 
ears are enlarged ~nd her eyebrows are very pronounced. 

Her physical development at the age of ten months was 
highly subnormal: Weight - 5 kg; length- 41 cm; circumference 
of the cranium - 31 em. , 

~e child is entirely without reflexes. She can neither 
. crawl nor -tu:t;n from one side to the other ·when she is lying 
down. Nor can she stand or walk. She reacts only to food, 
cannot spe,ak, and 'gives no sign of any appreciable mental dev­

,elopment. 

~ere are very slight prospects for her further phySical 
and mental growth, and the prospects for her life expectancy 
are very sligr1t as well. 

~ese two little girls have to be nursed all the time -
as do other, similarly affl icted children. Even if the condi­
tions under which they will grow up are favourable, and even 
if they receive the best of care, they will never be able to 
earn their living or lead a life of their own. 

\ ' i Attempts are being made to improve the health of children 
who have Down's syndrome with the help of medicaments. But 
these efforts have not proceeded beyond the very initial stage. 
~e only thing one might pos!3ibly be able to improve is their 
muscular tension. ~is would enable them to learn to stand 

'and walk. But any kind of a' cure, anything even approaching 
, I'· 

a restoration of their normal mental or physical development 
and functions lies quite outside the realm of possibility. 

Apart from Down's syndrome, there have been a certain 
number of case's of so-called multiple aberrations. Several 
ohromosoines have been' damaged in some way in this event. A piece 
of a chromosome can, tor instance, bre~k ~way and become lost, 
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or attaoh :1.tselfto another ohromosome where it,s inoorreot, ' 
plao1ng\vi1;L preven~ ,it from being able to exerqiseits normal 
functions inoollaboration with the other genes (position faotor). 

, . ~ \ 

Nor will the genes, be able to do the job they are meant to in 
the process C(f the organism I s further development if ohromosomes 
break apart and 'then grow together again in a wrong position. 

The following case. which was examined thoroughly in 
Hanoi. serves as a pertinent example: 

Hoangthi Hien. ~is little girl was born on 19 May 1969. 
A cytological analySiS disclosed that she is sUffering from 
multiple ohromosomatic aberrations. Her mother, Hoang thi Lall, 

\ 38, comes from Quang .~i Provinoe. She has two older, healthy 
children: A l7-year-old daughter, and a son who is 15. ~e 
mother was caught in three herbicide missions at home - the 
last one when she was in the. second month of pregnancy. She 
was brought to the north of Vietnam later on, and had her baby 
in Hanoi. ~e child weighed 3.3 kg at birth. 

~le child sUffers from general musc)llar debility. One foot· 
has six toes - the result of chromosomatic malformations. ~e 

\ 
fifth and the sixth toe of this foot have grown together. A 
roentgenogram showed that the bones of both of these joined 
toes (syndactylism) grew separately. ~le position of several 
other toes is abnormal while others are stunted. 

In addition, there are many other lcinds of aberrations, 
including aberrations of the internal organs. The girlls head 
has an extremely odd shape. ~e back of her head is flattened 
in avery pronounced degree - a symptom which indicates that her 
mental processes~re in. all probability disturbed in a very 
substantial measure. 

~e child was born with chronic purulent opthalmia. 
Doctors have made every e;f;fort to cure this malady, but to no 
avail. 

~e position of the thumb is striking, too. Its terminal 
phalanx is so thickene'd that it. looks 111\:e a dr:umstick. It has , 
not grown in opposition to the fingers, but on one and the. same 
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level, with them. !Dills position of the thUmb has largely reduced 
, the/hand',s grasping capacity. 

!Dhe child can neither sit nor stand on account' of her 
muscular, debility, and she is unable to crawl forwards whens,he ' 
is laid face down. " 

Down's syndrome or multiple aberrations occur in Over one 
quarter of all the new-born in certain age-groups in several 
regions of South Vietnam that have been sprayed with chemical, 
warfare agents. !Dhere have ,also been isolated cases of even 
gravel' deformities. Saigon papers Printed a photograph of a 
four_legged stillborn baby. !Dhe supernumerary limbs were some­
what shor"ter than the normal legs. !Dhe supernumerary left limb 
had grown together ivith the normal left leg - as had the super­
numerary and normal right legs. ~~here have also been several , 
cases of spinal defQrmations and palatoschisis. 

When chromosomatic defects or supernumerary chromosomes oc­
cur in such large numbers one can safely assume that thorough 
cytological and clinical analyses would also disclose genetic 
lesions in other children of the ,same ,age. :lhese investigations 
will have to be carried out after the war - despite the major 
expense they entail - in order to obtain a more detailed picture 

- of the degree in which US chemical warfare has afflicted the 
pe,ople with hereditary defects. !Dhis is one of the difficult 
tasks facing the Vietnamese health service in the future.' 

!Dhe following Observation is also indicative_.of the fact 
t11at substantial sections of the population may well have in­

. curred serious injurie s: Leukemia, a pathological inc~ease in 
white bl-ood corpuscles, 'is very widespread amonG' adults and 
the new-born in t110se areas that have been sprayed with .Agent 
Orange., Leukemia is frequently coupled with Down's syndrome, 
and other genetic lesions. Hence, it is not out of the' question 

/ \ . I 

that, in addition to those cili]"dren who have obvious deformities 
which the doctors can easily diagnose, there are large parts 
of the population who have been gravely harmed by the chemical 
warfare agents. 

, . 

, 
l , 
~i 
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!ra!ks for the Soientists 

,We know as yet very little about this group of problems • 
. bt is why soienoe needs to investigate it in great detail. 
We shall- now list a number of questions to which there is no 

i 

reliable answer/at present in drderto make the whole problem 
understandable: 

a) HOW high is the dioxin oontent of the pr9duots of the 
individual firms? ;00 the oharges of one and the Same produotion 
plant differ in oo~tent? Upon what does the dioxin oontent 
depend? Are all the 2.4.5-~ preparations that are currently 
being used in pest oontrol really· innocuous? Only some of them 

. have been proved to be harmless. 

b) How is dioxin absorbed? In what quantities is it absorbed 
by the skin? How can one protect oneself against the absorption 
of dioxin? In what quantities is diox'in deteotable in drinking 

. water? How does the oontent i ohange in the course of time? Is 
washing oneself with stagnant water dangerous after a mission 
has been flown, and ,for how long would this danger obtain? What 
kinds of food oould oontain the poison? For how long does dioxin 
remain detectable? 

0) can the bllman body store-dioxin? For how long would it 
be stored? Is it decomposed or is it exoreted, and how? Are 
there means whioh could be used to pro"Cect the body against 
the noxious effects of 'dioxin? 

d) Are the hereditary defects restricted to unborn babies? 
During whioh months of pregnancy is the danger the grea~est? 
How can one proteot mother and ohild against these effects? 
Have defects also ooourred in. other parts ,of the population? 
What is the reason for the frequent .inoidenoe of leUkemia in 

, the mission areas? 

Soienoe must tackle, and will have to solve all these 
problems. Many a soientific worker in the United States has 
joined in on their investigation because he is in disagree­
ment with the US administration's policy of aggression or be­
oause he is at least in disagreement with these criminal 



herbioidal missions. 
! 

bre are many reasons as to why this' is part icularly im-
, .. portant I For instanoe, oertain invest igations have to be per-

, formed in the mission areas in order tooollate comprehensive 
evidence which will, in particular, remQve all doubt about 
the link prevailing. between herbicidal Jilissions and the occur­
rence of birth deformities. A.ri.other reason is that protec.tive 

~' ~ 

measures can only be put into effeot in the fighting zones. 
On-the-spot investigations would also make the dimensions of the 
orimes that are being committed, in South Vietnam even more 
obvious. 

Senator Nelson told the US Oongress in August 1970: 

I~r., President, in 1962, with no idea of What the conse­
quence would be, the United'States began a new form of warfare 
on the environment of Vietnam that is likely to have future 
disastrous reactions on all forms of life in that small South­
east Asian nation. In a little more than eight years, tile 
United States has sprayed more tr£n 100 million pounds of 
assort.ed herbicide chemioals over more than 5 1/2 million acres' 
of Vietnam to defoliate forests and kill food crops allegedly 
grown to supply enemy forces. The United States has sprayed 
enough chemicals to amount to six pounds for every man, ~~oDlan, 

and child in that country. 

"Never in history has any nation ever declared war on the 
environment of a nation ••• 

"!Ihisnation may well have set an ecologic time fuse in' 
Vietnam that will reverberate down the life chain causing wide­
spread, destruction by wiping out forms of plant, animal and 
aquatic life that can never be replaced, with implications 
for the people who live there that cannot be evaluated until 

\ 
some time in the future." 

West Germany's Oontergan (a thalidomide preparation) 
soandal comes to mind in this conneotion. This scandal got 
quite a meas~e of publicity only re~ent1y when the legal 
proceedinets that had been instituted against the manufacturers 



(1:f one wantra to give them this name) petered out without much' 
ado. :chere ?ore at least 2, 500 Cl~iidten with deformed limbs 
and defec'l;ive nervou6systems 

.'" '. , '. 

Germany because their mothers 
in the Federal· Republic of 
too11:·.00ntergan during pregnancy., 

, , . . 

. ~eman1.l.facturers - Chem:i,.e-Grunenthal - had advertised the 
soporific widely fOr fOtLl'-and~a-half yeats, and sold i.t at a 
vas"1; profit for, ,the same length of time. 

. , . 
It· m~st be clear that ,the cruelty of the lierbicidal crimes 

in South Vietnam surpasses by far both in scope and . in effects ., 
the already horrible sufferings "Contergan childl'en and the ir 
parents have to bear. 

In the first place the number of deformed children is much 
larGer - probably ten times as large. And this number i·s. 
steadily increasing since .criminal missions are still being 
flown with ll.gent Orange even though evidence of its barbaric 
effects has been presented. All t-\le Pentagon's attempts to 
divert attention from this fact have been unmaslre d. 

Secondly, and with the exception of e, few very serious 
< 

cases, Contergan children were mostly afflicted with bodily 
deformities. Down's syndrome cripples most people mentally. 

~irdly, Oontergan did not give rise to hereditary de­
fects. ~e deformit'ies it causes are by nature only modicative. 
Dioxin, however, damages the chromosomes, and these defects, 
are hered,itary. Medical literatUl'e already contains important 

, . , 

references to this effect. ~er,e are seven women with Down 1 s 
syndrome who oode ight ch'ildren in all. Four of these children, 
i.e., exactly 50 per cent,' suffer from the same serious mental 
and physical defects. Where multiple aberra"tions are concerned, 
we must even count on the entire progeny having physical and 
mental dE1fects. And we have no idea at all of the nUinber of 
cas,es of n~w-born babie's who have slight, not immediately 
opv,ious chromosomatic defects which may perhaps only become 
apparent in their future progeny. 

An InternatiOnal Oonference of Scient ific Workers on the 
OQnduct of .the Chem:Lcal War in Vietnam adopted the follOwing 



. resolu.tion '(froin whioh 
12 Deo,em.ber 1970: 
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"br;e\is t'oday proof tha:t defoliants ahd herbioides ex-"~ '/ . , 
' ' er'oise a direot effeot on the population and the fauna. !I!here 

are well-founded reasons for assuming that exposure to de­
foliants oan oaus.e visual disorders and hereditary defeots. 

"Irrefutable is, the evidence of the direct effects these 
defoliants have on food o:teps, forests and the entiXe" p1an"t 
world. !I!hey br:l.ng about general fam.ine and imme.asurab1e sutfer­

. ing am.ong the civilian population whose lite is disrupted 
profoundly. ~heir long-term effects inolude grave and possibly . 

I 

irreparable disturbanoes of the eoology, the soil and the 
ol1mateof vast regions of Vietnam.. 

"!!!he magnitude of the loss of human lite, and the various 
kinds of damage that have been done to nature, allow for the 

.oonolusion ,tlJat· we are faced here by genocide and an over- . 
lapping biocide." 

/ ("Il existe aujourd'hui des preuves que les dll:foliants et 
herbicides ont dese:flets directs sur la population et sur 1a 
faune. On est fondll ~ penseI' que l'exposition aux dllfo1iants 
peut entra~er notan~ent des troubles de le. vision et des 
Illsions glln~tiques. ' 

lIla preuve "des effect directs de Ges dllfo1iants sur les 
: plants vivri~res, les forets et sur toute 1a v~gl:tation, est 
inoontestab1e. lis entralnent une famine glln~ra1is~e et d'im"" 
menses soutfranoes parmi les populations civiles dont le mode 
de vie est profond~mentperturbll.Leurs e:ffets ~ long terme 
entra1nent des bouleversements profonds, pouv?-nt ~tre irrll­
versibles,de l'llcologie, du sol et .au climat de vastes rllgions 
du Vietnam.. 

"L'amp1eur des pertes humaines, les atteintes de toutes ; 

sortes contre 1a ,Nature, permettent de conc1ure que 1'on se 
trouve en face d'~ g~nooide doub1ll d'unbiocide.") 

!!!he following needs to be said after all tids has been , 
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asoertained: ~is intentional use of ohemicals to destroy the 
foundations of a peopls's lite, to poison it, and to affliot 
it with hereditary defeots is a misuM of soienoe and at the 

!_o . C 
same time the biggest war crime sinoe atomio bombs were dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

~e wor.ldwide protest against this systematioally pursued 
murder of the people of Vietnam - the extension of the wlir 
threatens Laos and Cambodia with the same fate - has not yet 
suooeeded in foroing the aggressor to abandon his dirty work. 
~e Pentagon has ordered the produotion of 700,000 gallons of 
Agent Blue (over 2,640 tons) and 600,000 gallons of Agent White 
(over 2,250 tons) for use in South-East Asia during the 1970-71 

, , 
fisoal year alone. No data were published about Agent Orange. 

Informing the world publio about the monstrous dimen­
sions of these orimes must therefore be our objeotive. We must 
foroe US imperialism in worldwide. common strUggle to stop 
its aggression, which is in violation of international law, in 
Vietnam and the whole of Soutl:i-East Asia, and to withdraw its 
troops-at onoe and unconditionally. ~e peoples who have 
suffered so terribly over the past years will then be able to 
solve their problems themselves, and to heal the wounds of war. 
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M. K 1 a mar I R. WU n s che 
Members of the staff of the Vietnam Commission 

~e Paris Vietnam Nesotiations (Deoember 1969) 

~e brave' Vietnamese peopie, supported by the Sooialist 
oountries and in the first plaoe by the Soviet Union, the 
international working olass and the whole of progressive man­
kind, are conducting a heroio struggle against 'the ADler ioan ag­
gressor and his satellites, for the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops and the reunifioation of Vietnam. ~e organized libera-

. tion struggle of the Vietnamese patriots is comprehensive and 
oompris&s the po1itioa1, military, economic and ideological as, 
well as the dip1omatio field. On1y.on account of this o om­
prehen,sive struggle could the important sucoesses up to now be 
obtained. Especially the struggle on the diplomatic level, 
which is today primarily manifested in the paris negotiations," 
is inseparably linked with the entire cO.urse of events. 

How Did the Negot'1ations in Paris Come about? 

First, the most important historioa1 faots should be re­
called. US imperialism oons.idered and still oonsiders Indochina 
and especially Vietnam an important link in the ohain of its 
aggreSSive strategy on Asia direoted against the Sooia1ist ooun­
tries and the national liberation movement. Immediately after 

,the adoption of the Geneva Agreements it set oourse on an open 
breacb of the agreements. One of its decisive steps in this 
direction was the formation of a puppet regime in South Vietnam. 
~e US found willing tools in the political adventurer Diem 
and among reactionaries of all shades, not least the big 
landowners. In open violation of the Geneva Agreements Diem , 
proclaimed the "Republio of Vietnam" which was immediately 
ino1uded in the zone of proteotion of the aggressivIJ SEAm pact. 
fne USA thereby ereoted a puppet regime in South Vietnam in 

;union with South Vietnamese reaotion and in violation of the 
Geneva Agreements and international law. After its installation 
a oampaign of terror begii.n against all democratioforces in the 
south wh,ich ranged from disorimination against the minorities, 
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the suppression of the Buddhists, the foroible abolition of the 
results of the land reform, the prohibition of all demooratio 
organizations to the mass physioal ext.ermination of former 
resistanoe fighters. 

!nstead of fulfilling the. Geneva provisions everything was 
done to undermine them, the neoessity of a "march to the north" 

\ was propagated and South Vietnam was gradually transformed 
.into en American military base. That. was the situation in which 
the first armed self-defenoetroops were formed by the South 
Vietnamese people until finally in 1960 the progressive and 
revolutionary foroes of the oountry united in the National 
Liberation Front (NLF) which set itself the task of consistent­
ly implementing the Geneva decisions also in the southern part 
of Vietnam. 

The union of the- patriotio forces of the National Libera­
tion Front of South Vietnam, the formation of regular liberation 
forces quiokly showed the isolation of the Diem regime and the 
fragility ot the American positions among the population of the 
South. It increasingly recognized in the NLF the legitimate 
representative _ of its interests~ In view of this development 
the USA had its tool Diem murdered and installed an open milita­
ry dictatorship whioh, howeve~, in 1963-64 under the blows of 
the powerfully grown people's movement in South Vietnam stag­
gered from putsch to putsch and in spring 1965 was on the verge 
of ~ total catastrophe. Now the so-called hawks of the military­
industrial complex of the USA oame on the soene and "punished", 
as they put it, the Democratic.Republic of Vietnam for the ~uc­
~esses of the South Vietnamese patriots. Finally the USA 
shifted over to the use of its own soldiers and a powerful 
military technology in South Vietnam in order to intervene 
directly in the war and thus launched one of the biggest genoci­
dal operations in history. 

Despite its mate.rial superiority it became ever clearer 
in the COUl'se Qf the aggression that the USA is not in a p.osition 
to force a military sol~tion in its sense. The heroio struggle 
of the Vietnamese people in the North and South, the suocesses 
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of the a.ir defenoe of the DRVand of the national liberation 
forces of the NLF of South Vietnam, imposed.heavy·lo~sea on 
the aggressor. !!he SOviet Union and the other Socialistcoun­
'tries including the GDR granted the Vietnamese people' varied 
and growing political, moral a)'ld material aid and considerably 
contributed to the fact that American imperialism did not at­
tain its goals. Not least important in this was the inter­
national sol~darity throughout the world, including the USA. 
~e isolation of the USA and the press~e of international 
public opinion for ending the Vietnam war steadily increas,ed. 
In this connection the main document of the International Con­
ference of Communist and Workers' Partie s aptly pointed out: 

lI~e war in Vietnam most convincingly proves the 
contradiction between the aggreSSive plans of imperialism 
and its ability to implement them. ~e mightiest in)­
perialist power, American imperialism, is suffering 1 
defeats in Vietnam. ~t is of historic importance. II 

It should be remembered that the USA was forced to declare 
its readiness to negotiate over a political solution of the 
Vietnam problem. On this question it was no longer in the of­
fensive; it had to yield to the pressure of events. At the same , 
time its position during these negotiations is also clear. It 
seeks in every way possible to make the talks difficult, to 
burden them, to drag them out and finally cause their failure 
by all kinds of unacceptable proposals and at the same time 
and parallel to the talks to further escalate the war in Viet­
nam. The patriots in Vietnam are therefore faced with the task 
in Paris of pushing through their just proposals, exposing the 
manoeuvres of the opponent and utilizing the talks as an inter­
national tribune for condemning the aggressor before the world. 

~e DRV - USA Preliminary Negotiations 

After ,long delay on the part of the USA2 tlle official 
talks between the DRV and the USA began on the Vietnam problem 
on 10 May 1968 in Paris. On 1 April 1968 Johnson had to order 
the limitation of the air war against the DRV to the "area near 
the frontier" between,North and South Vietnam, without which 
the preliminary negotiations1could not have begun. 

( , 

( 
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~ negotiations oent~ed. on the question o~completely , 
ending the bombing as a prerequisite for beginning the negotia-

/ ti0n.s, proper. file DRV quite rightlY demanded the unoonditional 
, " stoppage of the bombing. As the viotim Of the US aggression, 

it deoisively resisted letting the oonditions ~or negotiations 
be diotated by the aggressor. fIle,oomplete and unreserved 
ending of the bombing was a fundamental question for further 

,negotiations. Already in its four-point statement the govern­
ment of t4,e DRV had unequivoo,lly underlined ,this demand and 
was thus in full agreement with the ~ive-point program of the 
NLF of South Vietnam. ~se programs of the DRV and the NLF 
further oentained, as is known, the demand f,or the withdrawal 
of all foreign troops~rom the territory of South Vietnam, 
respeot for the basic national rights o~ the Vietnamese people 
to independenoe, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity. 

, In substanoe they were olearly based on the Geneva Agreements 
of 1954 and were suitable to help implement these.tegulations 
binding in international law. 

file positions of the DRV during the preliminary negotia­
tions were olearly outlined ~rom the very beginning and were 
designed to submit oonstruotive proposals. 

But the USA still bel:le.-ved at that time that it would be 
able to ooeroe the DRV. It blooked the talks with demands for 

, "bilateral de-escalation", for "respect for the demilitarized 
zone ", the "stoppage of attacks on the towns from the side o~ 
the Vietoong" and ~or the "reduotion of Vietoong attaoks" in , 
general. It submitted no proposals for the real main SUbject. 
of the preliminary negotiations, the unoonditional stoppage 
o~ the bombing. Instead it sought to impede and delay the 
debates with such provocative questions. ~ese delaying tactics 
in Paris were aooompanied by a growing aotivity on the part of 
the USA. in Vietnam itself. file USA sought to eatablish an 
example • .is it believes that the struggle in South Vietnam oan 
be oonducted only with the aid of the North it thought it would 
be able to seal off, the South ~rom the North by means of oon­
oentrated bombing of the area between the 17th and 19th paral-
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leIs and in this way finally be able to dictate the negotia­
tions in Paris through unequivocal military successes. 
Between May and October 1968 the USA covered the region between 
the two parallels, which amount to only one seventh of the 
entire territory of the DIlV, with almost three times as many 
bombs as beforehand on the whole of the DIlV. In addition this 
region was subjected to the uninterrupted attacks of the 
American battleship "New Jersey". Wilfred Burchett wrote: 

"While the American astronauts were preparing for 
their flight to the moon American air.craft and warships 
were transforming a region in which four million Viet~ 
namese live into a moon landscape. n3 

Eut the Americans did .not attain their real aims. On the 
battlegrounds they again saw for themselves that a no matter 
how enormous use of· material can enforce any decisions and in 
Paris they had to free themselves from the mistaken idea that 
the DRV could wish to negotiate about problems of South Vietnam 
without the NLF. 

Under the pressure of events in Vietnam and of internati­
onal public opinion the USA finally saw itself forced to stop 
the bombing. On 31 October 1968 Johnson announced the complete 
ending of the air attacks on the DIlV and further declared the 
USA.'s agreement to begin quadripartite negotiat.ions in Paris. 
fQe negotiations scheduled for 6 November had to be postponed, 
however, since the Saigon regime refused to take part in talks 
with the NLF of South Vietnam. It first required bilateral 
talks between the USA and Saigon before agreement on the 
modalities of participation could be reached. fQe US Department 
of State unilaterally declared that it was "a conference of two 
sides": on the one side the separated delegations from Saigon 
and the USA - on the other side the DRV and the NLF of South 
Vietnam, which would be regarded as one delegation. fhis 
further delay could only postpone the beginning of negotiations, 
but not prevent them., 

All' further attempts of the aggressor and his allies to 
" 

avoid talks about the political solution of the Vietnam problem 
failed as a result 01' the resistance of the Vietnamese people 
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and the worldwide solidarity of the foroes of ~eaoe, espeoially 
of the Socialist oountries. 

ftie Paris Quadripartite Negotiations 

the 
, With the beginning of the four-party oonferenceon 25 

January 1969, in which the Democratic Republio of Vietnam, 
National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, the USA and the 
Saigon administration took part, a new phase of· negotiations 
on the political solution of the Vietnam problem, the heart of 
which is the problem of South Vietnam, began. ~e delegation 
of the Republio of South Vietnam founded in June 1969 was 
formally aocepted by the USA and the Saigon administration as 
negotiation partner. 

At the opening session the representative of the DRY and 
the NLF of South Vietnam submitted their oonstructive proposals 
based on the well-known programs and declared the political 
settlement of the Vietnam problem to be the aim of the negotia­
tions. ~e1r main demands embraoed the ending of the aggression, 
the' oomplete und unoonditional withdrawal of the US ~nd satel­
lite troops and the formation of a coalition government. 

In view of the unsuocessful manoeuvre during the prelimina­
ry negotiations one might have assumed that the USA would it­
self be interested in a quick politioal solution of the ~ietnam 

problem.,But it soon became obvious that neither Johnson nor 
Nixon were paving the way for such negotiations, but on the 

'oontrary were again heating up the military conflict in Vietnam. 
Paris was to become the sign of the Americans' good will, ~hose 
"proposals" are not accepted by the DRV or the NLF, while at 
the same time in Vietnam, especially in South Vi~tnam, military 
decisions were to be brought about. 4 

~e plans of the USA were directed at bringing about a 
separation between the North and, Sout~ in every possible way so 
as to' retain South Vietnam under its influence. So they proposed, 
among other things, a "bilateral" retreat of foroes and linked 
~ , 

the retreat of American troops with the retreat of I~orth Viet-
namese forces" to the north. ~e "clarifioation" of this mil-

.. 
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itaryproblem was to be separa~ed from. the politioal problems. 
!!he Saigon administration was to be responsible for the "settle-

. msnt" of the political questions in order thereby to legitimize 
and revalue it and at the same time blur the entire problem of 
the Amerioan aggression against Vietnam. ~e VRV and the NLF 
rightly rejected all suoh proposals s·inoe the USA bears the 
main responsibility for the South Vietnamese problem and the 
Saigon regime is not legitimate. 

Parallel with its "proposals" in pariswhioh were un­
aooeptable from the very beginning, the USA intensified its 
warfare in South Vietnam. Its air foroe and warships which up 
to then had been operating against the DRV were now additional­
ly employed in South Vietnam. In partioular the ooncentrio air 
attaoks ~ere to oonsiderably weaken the liberation front, instil 
fear and anxiety in the rest of the population and separate it 
from the NLF. ~e "Phoenix" plan was to fulfil a spe.oial 
funotion within the framework of this new esoalation. Its oon­
tent was the physical annihilation of 86,000 NLF tunctionaries. 
~e USA sought with this plan to liquidate the organizing force . . 

of the people's resistance in the entire South. As. terrible and 
at the same time utopian as this plan was and is it can never-, 
the less also be assessed as a confession on the part of the USA 
that it cannot break the influence of the NLF with any other 
means than physical annihilation. 

But the NLF's spring offensive in 1969 showed that the 
USA and its South Vietnamese satellites had again reckoned 
without their host. !!he aggressors again had to acoept big 
losses, had to abandon broad regions to the NLF and instead 
of isolating the NLF from t~ people of South Vietnam brought 
about a still closer relationship between them. At the same 
time the delegation of the National Liberation Front of South 
Vietnam submitted at the Pa:hs negotiations a program for the 
regulation of peace in Vietnam and thus there, too, again took 
the offensive. ~is ten-point program oontained prinoiples of 
a global solution of the South Vietnam problem5 and for the 
delegations of the VRV, the NLF or the Republic of South V1et-., , , 
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nam the basis for negotiation in order to arrive at a quiCk 
stoppage of the US aggression, the complete and unconditional . , 

witl:l,<irawal of the troops of the USA and its~a.tell1te coun-
tries,for the formation of a Provisional ooalition government 
and the reestablishment of peace in Vietnam. 

lleoause of the stubborn refusal of the USA to aooept the 
just demands of the DRV and the NLF of South Vietnam, there has 
been no solution up to the present moment. ~e USA is still try­
ing to sidetrack the main problem and push through its line of 
separa.ting military and political problems. In this it is aiming 
at excluding the NLF from the political lite of South Vietnam 
and the disregard of the basic rights of the Vietnamese people. 
~ose who have up to now fruetrated the elections stipulated in 
the Geneva Agreement f,or 1956 now speak of elections and demand 
international supervision for them.' 

In. the course of the Paris Vietnam talks up to now two 
basic questions have increasingly come to the fore: the forma­
tion of a coalition government as an expression of the right of 
self-determination of the South Vietnamese population and the 
question of the withdrawal of troops as the central military 
problem. 

On the Formation of a Coalition Government 

~e formation of a coalition government has become of great 
importance for the courSe of the further negotiations in Paris 
and also above all for further developments in South Vietnam it­
self. ~e Saigon regime was never and will never be considered 
lis the legitimate representative of the interests of the SoU:th 
Vietnamese people. ~is regime can assert no rights either 
historically or in international law. ~e NLF which has long 
had the larger part of the people of South Vietnam on its side, 
people who exercise power directly with it in the liberated 
regions, therefore,in agreement with the DRV, considers it 
to be one of the'most urgent tasks to form a coalition govern­
ment embracing all strata and classes' of the South and rep-. 
resenting the entire South Vietnamese people. 

/" 



!I!I:le USA and the Saigon regime have refused from the very 
beginning to agree to the formation of a ooalition government. 
In view of the existing relation of forces the reactionary 
foroes ,of the Saigon administration were not prepared to perttlit 
the formation of a Saigon peaoe cabinet as a ooalition partner 
of the, NLF of South V:l.e,tnam. As they oould n()t permanently 
'rejeot all proposals of the DRVand the NLF without exposing' 
themselves they seized upon a new triok in this oonneotion. 
Puppet President Nguyen van !I!I:lieu proposed direot negotiations 
with the NLF. !I!I:lis so "reasonable" sounding proposal direotly 
aimed at misleading the publio. It was - and 'that was in faot 
oounted on - therefore unaooeptable to the NLF beoause the 
puppet regime would therefore offioially and subsequently be 
revaluated into a negotiating partner in faot. A further 
manoeuvre of the Saigon administration oonsisted of orienting 
on eleotions whioh were to be held under the present (or al­
tered) Saigon regime with the presenoe of US troops and under 
international control. Suoh a variant is not aooeptable to the 
NLF of South Vietnam tor eleotions are realistic only after the 
unoonditional withdrawal of all US and satellite troops under 
the oontrol of the provisionalooalition government. Also,here 
the experienoe proves true that the seoond step should not be , 
taken before the first. 

As so often, the reaotionary ,foroes were finally overtaken 
by events on this question, too. !I!I:le Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republio of South Vietnam was formed in June 
1969. !I!I:le basis of this republio is very broad as a oQnsequence 
of the long years of struggle of the NLFfor the inclusion of 
the broadest strata of the people and the development of oon­
structive programs for orienting these strata. A look at the 

" 
political oomposition of the ,Consultative Assembly formed to 
support the government shows these facts: It unites representa­
tives of the Communists, theNLF, offioers and soldiers of the 
Liberation Front, Buddhist and Oatholio dignitaries and rep-' 
resentativea of various seots including the Hoa Hao and the cao. 
Dai ·seots. !I!I:le Provislonal Revolutionary Government strives for 
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a coalition government in South Vietnam to which representatives 
of still broader strata and olasses should belong and has ) 
determ~ned the next steps and tasks in an aotion program. 6 

~e Saigon administration reacted to these deTelopments 
with a "six-point program" for holding "free elections", on 
which van~ieu openly declared: "We shall never agree to a 
ooalition government with the Oommunists. II 

He added that anyone who still spoke about such a govern­
ment will be punished as he would be acting oontrary to the 
"constLtution ". He demagogically declared himself willing to 
acoept a limited partioipation of Oommunists in government work 
if that should be decided by free elections in the country. 

~ spokesman of the DRV delegation in Paris showed in 
July 1969 what insidious aims these new "proposals" for "free. 
e·leotions", pursued in reality: 

- "A struggle against the formation of a proTisional 
coalitio~ government of national union and the broad 
assooiation of all strata of the people as was olearly 
set forth in the ten_point global solution. 

- "~e maintenanoe and 'legalization' of the ~ieu­
~-Huong olique and the struoture of the Saigon puppet 
administration with its so-oalled oonstitution • 

. - "~e patriotic forces of South Vietnam are to be 
.. foroed to lay down their weapons in order to surrender 

and aocept the structure of the puppet administration 
erected by the United States. II 7 

It is clear that theDRV and the NLF or the Revolutionary 
Government of South Vietnam w111 rejeot all suoh proposals.' 

On the Problem .of the Withdrawal of ~oops 

~e implementation of the demand for the oomplete and un­
conditional withdrawal· of the US and satellite troops from Sout~ 
,Vietnam is a key question for the solution of the South Vietnam 
problem. At present there are 542,500 US troops in South Viet­
nam. The USA is. the aggressor and it and its alli~s alone must 
withdraw their troops from the t,erritory of Vietnam. ~ere oan 
be absolutely no question .of a "bilateral" withdrawal of troops. 
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Such a demand means plaoing the viotim. of aggression on the 
equal footing as the aggressor and negating the saored right 
of the Vietnamese people to defend themselves. All proposals 
submitted in Paris must be examined from this angle as to their 
genuine character. US President Nixon had first announced in 

.July the withdrawal of 25,000 soldiers from Vietnam, whioh ~as 
to be oompleted qy the end of August, and he'indioated the pos­
sibility of ;ithdrawing further troops. In.deciding about 
further tr.oop reduotions the following "criteria" were to be 
decisive for the Nixon government, 

- ~e ability of the South Vietnamese to take over a larger 
part of the defence. 

, 
- Progress in the Paris Vietnam talks. 

- ~e extent of "Communist fighting activity" in Vietnam. 

- Bilateral troop withdrawal.8 

1'hese presumptuous demands were sharply re jected by Pre si­
dent Ho Chi Minh in his appeal of 20 July 1969 on the ocoasion 
of the 15th anniversary of the signi.l'lg of the 'Geneva Vietnam 
Agreement and he unambiguously deolared: 

"1'he Vietnamese people energetically demand the with­
drawal of all US soldiers and those of their satellites -
not the withdrawl of 25,000 or 250,000 or 500,000, but 
total, complete and unconditional withdrawal. 1'hat is ,the 
only possibility for the USA to regain its honour and be 
able to avoid the necessity of thousands of young Ameri­
cans dying uselessly in South Vietnam resulting in sut­
fering and

9
distress being brought to thousands of 

families. It . . 

1'hus, it depends entirely on the USA itself how this 
. question develops further. ~e realistic proposals of the DRV 
and the Republic of South Vietnam are on the table, o~ly serious 
negot:lations are required. US impe:r:lalism, however, wants to 
maintain its positions in South Vietnam with the smallest pos­

sible engagement on its own part. Nixon's present tactic on' 
questions of troop withdrawal and the so-oalled de-Americaniza­
tion of the war in South Vietnam ie subordinate to this aim not 
least for the purpose of gaining time. 10 
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On the Further COurse of the Paris !ral/:ts 

!!he USA alone bears the full responsibility. for the fact 
that the Paris Vietnam -talks are stagnat:l.ng. Although it talks 
a lot about "respect for the right of self-determination" of the 

, 

South Vietnamese population it in fact does everything pos-
sible against the formation of a coalition government, refuses 
the full and unconditional withdrawal of its troops and those 

. '. 
of its satellites and further supports the rotten Saigon regime. 

Even the New York Post had to admit that the US govern­
'mentls readiness for peace is l:lypocritical: 

.. "It is important for the country to know that the new 
attacks Qf the Vietcong (meaning the offensive opera­
tions of the NLF in 1969 - author) ••• are essent:1a.l4r 
rather a reply to our actions than a planned end arbitra­
ry attempt, ••• to torpe.do the negotiations. ,,11 

The progressive international public supports the just \ 
demands of the DRV, the NLF and the Revolutionary Government 
of the Republic of South Vietnam. !!he GDR also joins in their 
demands. !!hus, Willi Stoph, Chairman O·f the GDR Council of 
Ministers, declared: 

"It is necessary to recognize the basic national 
rights of the Vietnamese people. Progress at the Paris 
quadripartite conference depends solely on the govern­
ment of the USA seriously and realistical4r approaching 
the new proposals of the National Front for the Libera­
tion of South Vietnam ••• The Council of Ministers of 
the German Democratic Republio complete4r supports the 
ten-point proposal of the National Front for. the Libera­
tion of South Vietnam of 8 May 1969 and decisively 
demands respect for the right of the South Vietnamese 
people to self-determination. "12' . 

!!he non-slackening resistance struggle of the ,Vietnamese 
people, the aid of the Socialist countries and especially of 
the Soviet Union andthe'support of peace-loving mankind to 
this struggle will finally force the US imperialists to take 
realities into account. The just demands of the Vietnamese 
people will be met. 
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1 "file ~sks at the Struggle against Imperialism in the 
Pr.esentstage and Unity of Action of .the OOllllllUnist and 
Workers' Parties, All Anti-imperialist Forces",docu.ment 
of the Moscow Conference of 1969, in Neues,Deutschland, 
:Berlin, 18 June 1969 

2 fIlese delaying tactics from the American side also appeared, 
among others, in connection with the choice of the place for 
holding the negotiations and in the dispute about the form 
of the negotiating table. Of. Wilfred Burchett, "file Paris 
Negotiations and the Vietnam War,", in New Times, Moscow, 
1969, No. 16 

3 W. BIlrchett, loco cit. 

4 Of. I. ShchedrOv., "A New Phase. in the Struggle of the 
Vietnamese People", in Probleme des Friedens und des' 
Sozialismus, :Berlin, 1969, No. 1 

5 Of. "Principles and Content <:If a Global Solution of th(!j 
South Vietnam Problem for the Purpose of Reestablishing 
Peace in Vietnam", in New Times, Moscow, 1969, No. 27 

6 Of. Information of the Vietnam Commission of the Afro­
Asian Solidarity Committee of the GDR,1969, No. 12 

7 Of. Information of the Embassy of the DRV in the GDR for 
July 1969 

8 Of. Memorandum of the Ministry of Fore ign Affair s of the 
DRV on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the signing 
of the Geneva Agreement of 1954, in Bulletin of the Embassy 
of the DRV in the GDR, July 1969 

9 Appeal Of President Ho Chi Minh on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the signing of the Geneva Agreement of 
1954, in Bulletin, loco cit. 

, 
10 Of. I. Andronov, "On the :EBttles in South Vietnam", in 

New Times, Moscow, 1969, No. 33. This attitude on the 
part of the USA can be seen in all other questions of the 
Paris talks, for example, in the demand for the :Lmmediate 
stoppage of the aggressive actions by the USA, the problem 
of the demilitarized zone, questions of international 
supervision and the question of reparations and the ex­
change of prisoners. 

11 New York Post, 6 March 1969 

12 Neues Deutschland, :Berlin, 24 May 1969 
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Karl Heinz Hag e n 
the Vietnam Oommis-Member of tbe Investigating Commission of 

sion on the US Wai> Ol'imes in Vietnam . 

"1'o'was.te tbe enew" - IdeoloQ of Genocide (April 1971) 

![!he trial of US First Lieutenant William Calley.actually . 
is not a trial of the 'man, but rather an exposition of the "'­
imperialist s.ociety in one of its many revolting manifestations. 
In view of the bitter experiences of our own history, we are 
disturbed by the spirit tb?t has driven not only Calley, but 
also an entire people to orime. 

Calleya.cltnowledged that "I was sent to Vietnam with the 
absolute philosophy that the USA is in the right." 

What is, the nature of the right in which Calley sought 
justification? He stated in front, of the six military judgu 
in Fort Benning, Georgia: 

"We were under enormous pressure to improve our body 
cOunt, we wanted to match the other divisions, and the 
oompaniescompeted between themselves to attain the 
highest possible body counts." 

~ lieutenant had to account for each one of his own dead 
with at least ten dead Vietnamese. His order for Son MY was 
"\Vaste the enemy ". lI\'Iaste" is a euphemistic subst i tute for the 
harsh word "kill", whioh is prohibited by the fifth commandment 
of the Chl'istian oateohism. But the word ''waste'' is in faot 
~ore than just a mere paraphrase. It reflects the spirit in 
which imperialist America is conduoting this oampaign of ex­
termination against the oourageous Vietnamese people. 

Langensoheid's Pocket Dictionary published in 1951 gives 
the following equivalents for the adjeotive ''waste It: desolate, 

. desert, uninhabited, useless, superfluous; for the noun: 
refuse, sorap, useless remains, rejeots; for the verb: lay. 
waste, devastate, wane, throw away, etc. ~e word is also 
frequently used in oombinations suoh as waste-paper basket, 

\. 
waste-pipe, etc. 

We must recall the full spectrum of the wo~a in order to 
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oomp:t'ehend the meaning of the order that has to. be executed. 
by the US Army in.South Vietnam as a whole - andllOt ollly by 
First Lieutenant. calley. Accord~ng to the barbarous conception 
of the ruling class in the USA, it is not people who are being 
killed in violation of the fifth commandment,. but rather ttuse­
less i superfluous d.irt" is being thrown in the "waste-paper 
basket". ~is is the true meaning of the expression "to waste 
the enemy I ". , 

~1s inhuman attitude gives rise to other synonyms for 
the Vietnamese people such as "dinks", "gooks" or "slopes" 
which are not contained in Langenscheid's dictionary beoause 

\ . 
they come from the gutter and are unworthy of civilized people. 

~ere are startling parallels.~e older people among us 
remember a similar vocabulary, which include such expressions 
a.s "Jewish-Bolshevist sub-men" and used to poison the minds of 
people during the fascist era. Gus Hall, General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of the USA, recently referred to these 
parallels before the National Committee of the party. He said: 

\ 

"What anti-Oommunism was to German fascism, white 
chauvinism is to the fascist movement in the USA. It 
is adeci~ive element in all anti-democratic movements." 

Anti-Communism in fascist Germany and white chauvinism 
in the USA have different historical traditions, which were 
or are still used by the respective ruling claSS in a shrewd 
manner. We sAall not and cannot give a historical survey of 
the persecution of Jews in Germany in the present report. Ex­
.cellent scientific presentations are available on t.b..is topio. 
It will suffice to bear in mind that-the persecutions of Jews 
in the Middle Ages and at the beginning of the Renaissance has 
led to an isolation of the Jews, which helped to foment anti­
Semitic prejudices in Europe and espec~lly in Germany over 
the centuries. After the great minds of the Enlightenment, 
the Communist Party of Germany was the first energetically to 
aot against anti-Semitism. The speoial issue of the Rote Fahne' 

I ' 

published underground in 1938 is a good example of this. ~e 
issue appea.ring in November 1938 contained a long artiole 
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against the "Kristallnaoht II (crystal night) under the heading 
"Against the' Disgrace of the Jewish Pogroms ". !rhe soientifio 
proP'1sanda article of the German Oommunists is a oounterpart 
of the speech delivered by Gus Hall, referred to in the fore­
going, in which he elucidated the program of a.ction of the 
Oommunist Party of .the USA against white ohauvinism and against 
racist terror. 

, 
. Just as in Europe and Germany, where anti-Oommunism arose 

out of very real interests of the ruling olasses of the time, 
so white chauvinism arose out of the class interest in the ex­
ploitation of black workers in the USA. Racism is not a recent 
manifestation. It can be traced back several centuries; it 
is characterized by the extermination of the native population 
of America - the Indian tribes - and by the establishment of 

. the slave economy in the South, in the "black belt" of the 
United States. As early as the 17th century, ideologists of the 
colonizers introdUced the lie that the Indians were unable to 
assimilate into modern civilization and that Negroes were only 
fit to be slaves, as a result of their biological inferiority. 
!)his ,line is being oontinued. !)he archeologist Gliddon together 
with the anthropologist Nottom wrote a book entitled glpen del' 
Menschheit (~pes of Mankind), which was published in 1854. 
In this unscientific ooncoction, the authors classify Negroes . , '. .. . 

as an inferior race on the basis. of facial measurements - we 
all remember the craniometry practised by fascist race theo­
reticians - and other anthropometrical characteristics. 

After the condemnation of the' German fascist racism at 
the Nuremberg Oourt of the peoples, one would think that the' 
incorrigible ones in the USA, too, would be put in their place. 
Btlt only one year after Nuremberg, in 1947, Amer,ican Senator 
Bilbo wrote,a book ent.itled Choose :Between Segregation and 
:Becoming Half-castes. ~ fundamental thesis of the author is 

. that the theOrY of racial 4l\quality is false. bre is nothing , 
holier than racial purity. ~t is wlly he supports the ex­
patriation of all Negroes living in Amerioa to Africa. Another 
startling parallel:' Alfred Rosenberg demanded in the 1930s the 
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oreation of a Jewish reservation in Pale$tine whioh wu to be , 
unde~ British supervision. 

!!.he reaotionary Amerioan philosopher John Dewey who died 
in 1952. reasoned alont$ the same lines. He deolared o,ther 
peoples as "interio;, raoes II and, referred to the USA as the , 
"na tural leader of mankind". !!.his reaotionary philosopher ,was 
one of the leading brains of so-called pragmatism, atypioal 
Anglo-Saxon philosoph;v, many of who~e dootrines stem from the 
German philosopher FriedriC.b. Nietzsohe. !rO the pragmatists, 
the oriterion o~ truth is the usetulness, the utility, ,the suc­
oessrather than coni'ormity with objeo'tive reality. Applied to ' 
morals, there are not moral norms that are obligatory for all 
people. Reduoing truth and morals to the usetulness and success 
determined by the interests of the individ.,ual or a group was 
an ideologically made-to-me,as'ure suit for American imperialism. 
On the basis of this philosoph;v" every action by Amerioan im­
perialism oan be declared as true and moral. 

Let us return to the orime of Sort I4;r. The road from 
John Dewey to William Calley, who oame to Vietnam with the ab­
solute philosophy' of being in the right and of being justified 
in perpetrating any crime in the name of the USA, is a straight 
one. The servant oopies his master. !!.'he deoadent faoe of im­
pe~ialist sooiety is ref1eoted by Calley. 

!!.he prese of the Fede;r:al Republio does not want to face 
this plain truth. Die Welt, a newspaper published in Ha.lIiburg, 
wrote on 31 Maroh of this year: 

"~Lai (~ Lai is the synonym:!Dr Son My) :Ls not the 
fault of the system, but rather a result of human 
failure. " 

!!.his Obvious twisting of the truth is intended to mean , 
that the Calley oase has been a slip in an otherwise honest 
system of Amerioan sooiety. But in the meantime almost all 
West Europeans - partioularly the peoples of the' Sooialist 
oommunity of states,- have beoome oonvinoed that the whole 
of Vietnam is one big Son My, oaused by Amerioan imperialism" 
and charaoterizing its moral deoadenoe. 
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The Communist Gus Hall has challenged this system. !!he 
social democrat Willy Brandt puts up with it by declaring: 

, . "In politics as well as in the economy and else­
where, I shudder at t~e 'untinged fools', the succes- . 
sors of Parsifal, the bloodless reformers of the world, 
who believe that man could be fundamentally recast. " 
(Bulletin of the Press and Information Office of the 
Federal GOvernment, No. 92, 11 June 1969, page 7M) 

What does Brandt want, or better still: what does he not 
want? He certainly does not want to eliminate the social roots 
of violent politics; because this would mean the elimination of 
capitalist society. But he also shudders at the ideologists of 
capitalist society who want to reform politics with the aid of 
moz:ality, i.e., he clings to a society in whose moral abilities 
and values he no longer believes himself. !!his contradiction 
explains wily the social democrat Brandt is obstinately silent 
on Son My and on the genocide practised in Vietnam. 

\ 

can anti-Semitism and racism be uprooted? !!he citizens 
of the GDR can answer this question in the affirmative with 
an easy conscience. ~ changing the social relations the 
prerequisites for "fundamentally recasting It man were created, 
to use Herr Brandt's terminology in the positive s~nse. But 
this requires a social force that believes in the good in man. 
!!he party of the working class, the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, whose philosophy is based on freedom from exploita.tion 
and oppression, freedom from war and racism, friendship among 
all peoples of the earth, between peoples of all colours. 
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Dr. Renate W U n s c h e 
Institute of International Relations of the Walter Ulbricht 
Academy of Political Science and Law, Be.belsberg 

J " CUrrent Problems of the Development ,of the Resistance Struggle 
of the Peoples of Indochina Against American Aggression 
(April 1271) , 

!!he renewed escalation, of the Amer,ican aggre$Sion in 
Vietnam and in Indoch'ina as a whole in recent weeks ,fills us 

'with anger and indignation. 1he US Air Force is continuing 
its barbarous terror raids against the Democratic Republic of', 
Vietnam. 1he policy of genocide is being continued in South , 
Vietnam. Powerful format ions of Saigon's puppet troops, sup-
ported by, the USA, have invaded the peace-loving country of 
Cambodia in violation of international law, and finally 30,000 
invaders, supported by American bomber Bluadrons, military 
helicopters and artillery, began their aggression against Laos. 

We were happy and proud to hear about the new victories 
by our friends over the aggressors. Under fire from Laotian 
liberation foraes, which were supported by the People's 

'\ 
Liberation FOrces by operations against the enemy's central 
positions in South Vietnam and Cambodia itself, the aggressors 
were, forced to flee Laos in panic. 

The fleeing interventionists present~d, a sorry picture. 
, Even bourgeois newspapers carried eye-witness accounts such as: 

"Sa'igon's soldiers literally stuck to American heli­
copters, clinging even to the landing gear, many falling 
to the ground from great heights." ' 

!!hese results once again clearly demonst:rate to the entire 
world that imperialism is not in a position. to force a military 

, 

solution. American imperialism an.d its accomplices have once 
again exposed themsel"lfes as aggressors. !!he sympathy and active 

, solidarity of peace-loving humanity are on the side, of the 
courageously fighting peoples of Indochina. 

We are in full agreement 1'1 ith the assessment made at the 
" 

24th Congress of the CommUl'ljst Party of the Soviet Union: "All 
tho Be who are in a position to see things reaiistically must 
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realize that the determination of the Vietnamese people to be 
masters in .their own oountry oan be broken\neitherby direot 
military intervention, nor by torpedoing the negotiations or 

~" . '. 

by :!.noreasing the number of meroenaries. ~ere is only one way 
to solve the Vietnam problem. It has been olearly marked out 

~" 

by the proposals submitted by the government of the DRVand 
by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republio of 
South Vietnam - proposals whioh we wholeheartedly support." 

In view of the ohain of olear defeats sufferedpy im­
.perial1sm in Indoohina, trie question arises as to the immediate 
andunderlyingoauses for ,the rep~ated adventures in whioh im­
perialism keeps involving itself. ~ere are a number of politi­
oal, eoonomic, ideological and domestio and foreign policy 
~reasons for this. The- main cause is to be found in- thefaot that 

, 

imperialism has beoome weaker, but, and p~eoisely for this 
;reason, it has become more aggressive. ~e development of the 
American aggression against Vietnam is a partioularly clear 
proof of thecorre ctness of this Marxist-Leninist analysis of 
the nature of present-day imperialism. 

~e open military intervention of the USA in the conflict 
between progress and reaction taking place on Vietnamese soil 
is a flagrant violation of the 1954 Geneva Agreement which is 
binding in international law, and unmasks the full scope of the 
aggression, against both the Democratic Republic Qf Vietnam and 
against the population of South Vietnam. , 

The ~ropaganda claim of American imperialism that it is 
,acting in response to the request of a legitimate government 
in defence against aggression from "he north is absurd. It is 
not t~ Democratic Republic of .vietnam and the so-:-called 
"Republio of Vietnam" - that "state" of the Saigon puppets sup,:,," 
port~d'bY the USA - that are contronting eaoh other, but r~ther 
the Vietnamese people represented by the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and the National Front for the Liberation of South 
Vietnam - since June 1969 the Republic of South Vietnam - on 
the one hand, and American imperialism and a group of traitors 
to their country around !Ihieu, 'Ky and Khiem, who are exercising 
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administrative functions exclusively as a result :If. the military 
presenoeof the USA, on the other. 

We can also state that the strategic, military and politi­
. cal concep1;ion of US imperialism has failed in the north as well 
as in the south of Vietnam as a result of the heroic resistanc.e 
of the Vietnamese people who are being supported by the Social­
ist cOll1!llunity of states and by the democratic peoples throughout 
the world. ibe cessation of the criminal air war against the 
DRV in November 1968 and the initiation of negotiations in 
Paris in the year 1969 were a pUblicaQinission by the USA of 

'its defeat, which was at the same time a defeat for world im­
perialism. 

, And finally, we can state that the acceptance of the 
National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam and later on 
of the Republic of South Vietnam as negotiation partners by 
the USA was actually a confirmation that it is a subject under 
international law and consequently of the a'ggressive nature of 
the USA's own operations in Vietnam. Washington has been and 
still is faced by the task of drawing the military, political 
and moral consequences from this state of affairs and of ac~ 
cepting the Four-Point Program proposed by the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and the l'EIn-Point and Eight-Point Programs 
proposed by the Republic of South Vietnam as the only realistic 
way to find a political solution of the Vietnam problem. 

And this is the present situation: 

ibe strongest imperialist power, the USA, despite its 
superiority in numbers and in arms, is not in a position to 

. / 
decide the war waged for many years with methods of genocide 
and cynical unscrupulousness in its favour. American im­
peria,l1sm is faced by the greatest military,po11tical and 
moral defeat in its history, a defeat inflicted by a quanti­
tatively small people, which has been recorded in the conscious~ 
ness of the reactionary America as one of many colonial peoples 
and which is proving invincible as a result of it s c our age ,its 
determination and its friendship with the Socialist countries, 

\ 



especially with the Soviet Union. 

~ reactionary forces of Am~rica and the president of 
that oountry, Nixon, do not want to face this faot. Instead 
of faoing rea1'ityand taking advantage of the opportunity 
presented by this Vietnam Conferenoe to find a politioal !!.ettle­
ment of. the war, Amerioan imperialism is~ooking for a positive 
way out. It olings desperately to suoh pres-cige slogans as: 
A defeat of the. USA in Vietnam is out .of the question. Or: No , 
peace under humilitating conditions ... the immed:iate cessation 
of aggression and the complete withdrawal of all'troops from 
Vietnam demanded by peace-loving mankind is viewed as a 
"humiliation" of the United States -, and it clings to the 
narrow-minded thesis that the unfavourable geographic condi­
tions in Vietnam arJ'l the main cause of the failure of its ag­
gression. 

~se faotors plus the growing war weariness in the USA 
. and the increaSing aversion on the part of Washington's allies 
to oommitting themselves in the Vietnam question on behalf of 
the USA have oaused Nixon and his advisers to look for new 
military recipes. Nixon's Guam doctrine, which has emerged from 
the abortive American aggression in Vietnam, is a dangerous plan , 
to extend the aggression. After the failure of such var:iantsof 
warfare as the creation o-t "strategic hamlets ", the. helicopter 
tactics, the barbarous bombing raids against the DRV, the so­
called pacification operations, etc., the Guam doctrine is an­
other hopeless attempt to reach a pro-American turning-point in 
this war with new methods. This aggressive doctrine is the 
continuation of the As~an policy pursued by the USA in the past 
years on t~e basis of the Johnson doctrine. 

The thesis of the Vietnamization of the war is an essential 
oomponent of the Guam dootrine. Carefully prepared rightviing 
put~ches, the raiSing of the status of the regime in Saigon 
dependent on the USA and the intensification at ~ressure on 
the revolutionary forces of South Vietnam. 

The USA propagated a partial withdrawal of its troops from 
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South Vietnam in co.njunction with these endeavours, which have 
lled to a sharpening of theco.rttradic't1ons among t.he rightwing 

'. circles of these countries. American imperialism constantly 
clailns that the. Vietnamization is a "de-escalation" and "peace 
program". !!!Ilis is intended to paralyze the domestic p~litical 
and international opposition to the continued American aggres­
sion and to s~der the Demooratic Republic of Vietnam in 
the eyes of the world as aoountry opposed to peace. But behind 
the screen of Nixon's "peace measures", the Pentagon was pre­
paring a territorial escalation of the aggression by surprise 
offensive operations agail1St cambodia and Laos. 

'!I!Ile creation of a continuous ground front was intet].ded to 
destroy the democratic forces in Indochina, and above all to 
bring about a territorial and military isolation of the National 
Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam. The NLF was to be 
militarily destroyed, its political base among the South Viet-, . 

namese people liquidated anlithe DRV forced to accept an 
armistioe agreement whose ter,ms would be favourable to US im­
perialism. Parallel to thiS, the .US-oriented regimes in Asia 

,.were to be consolidated, elevated in their political statu.s 
and combined into a rightwing bloc. l'he final objective of the 
war in Indoohinais to alter the strategic situation in the 
whole of South-East Asia in favour of imperialism with t'he aid , , 

of "Vietnamization". 

~ attain these objectives, the USA intended to shift the 
main burden of the conflicts onto the shoulders of the puppets , 
under nscontrol. Vietnamese were to fight against Vi&tnamese,· 
against Laotians and cambodians, and finally Asians against 
ASians, and thus aafeguard American interests in this dirtY 
war. !!he oonfliot was to appear as a so-oalled inner-Asian 
aff.air in the eyes 'of the world. 

~ what extent has the US been able to realize this con­
oeption? 

In line with the propagated policy of "Vietnamization", 
the USA, has directed its efforts at constantly inoreasing the 
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l' participation of Saigo.n' units in direot· offensiveoper'e.t1ons . 
~ \ --

against the liberated areas of. the RSV. !l!his thesis .. of the 
"c~vil,war" had worn out and was to be strengthened by the 
withdr.awa1of some American units. A .to.ta1 of 115,000 Americans 
have been withdrawn from South Vietnam in the course of 16 
months up. to 1970. But there are still nearly 450,000American 
soldiers and off icers statione,d in Sou:t;h Vietnam, the US, 7th 
fleet is patrolling the ,Vietnamese coaet, there are s.till 
70,000 South KQrean, !lhai,Austra1ian and. New Zealandmerce­
naries in Vietnam and Saigon's army. strength has increased 
to 850,000. In addition, .the puppet regime has received an­
other ,350 million dollars and military. equipment from the USA. 
We can say with ce1'tainty that .Saigon's troops are still an 
,instrument of American imperialism and can operate only with 
its aid. 

It was soon seen,. however, that the relatively independent-" 
ly fighting Saigpn units suffered heavy losses at the handS of 
the National Liberation Forces. !l!b.eheavy fighting that has 

( taken place towards the end of 1969 and the beginning of 1970 
near the delta region and in other parts oJ' South Vietnam have 
ended with heavy defeats for the !l!hieu a.tid:Ky mercenaries. 
This was a shattering blow to. the policy of "Vietnamization" 
in South Vietnam itself and has forced the aggressor to adopt 
'new variants ot this policy. American bombers have once again 
intensified their terror raids' against the South Vietnamese 
popu),ation. The use of chemical and bacteriological agents 
has again been increased and rrsulted in further aggravations 
in the living conditions of the popula~ion in the liberated 
areas. 

At the same time, the policy of "Vietnamization" has been 
extende'd beyond the boundaries of South Vietnam. American 
imperialism directed its main thrust against the liberated 
areas of Laos in order to make an example of the development. 
planned by it in South Vietnam by the deVastation. 

In theaut1lJlUl of 1969, American.imperialism forced, its 
agent. in Laos to conduot wide-scale operations against the 
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Pathet-Iao armeq forces. '!!he I.e.otian'national movement led 
by the Neo I.e.o Haksatcontrolled about two-thirds 0:(' the ter­
rit'ory at t.hat time ,and the people 'e p'osition was firmlY: 

, entre'nched in the area round Sam Neua in Northern I.e.os. 
I' ' _ 

!!he US attack against the Pathet-Lao ,regions was not only' 
another 1'lagrantv101ationof the' agreements reached in Geneva 

, in 1962, but it also abolished themodus\ vivendi 'that had 
existed 1'01' s'9veral year,s, according: to which the Vientiane 
government troops stage(i only hesitant and spo~adic attacks' 
despite continuous American pressure, as a rule respected the 
territory under Pathet-Lao cOlltrol and the oi'ficial representa­
tion of the National Liberation' Forces in Vienj;iane continued 
its work. ~e military operations conducted in 1969 and ~970 
were directed primarily against the Pathet-Lao positions in the 
southern regions of the country, in the Plain of JarS and in 
Northern I.e.os. Assisted by massive American air support - more 
than 500 air attacks were carried out daily in December 01'1969 
against Laos alone ~ and by a large staff of US advisers, the 
forces of reaction were' able to sCO'I'e some initial successes and 
bring the Plain of Jars under their con:trol at the cost of the' 
destruction of numerous villages. But it bec~me apparent that 
both reaction at home and its masters in the USA completely 
un.derestimated the fighting s.trength of the Laotian na'~ional 
movement and of its armed forces. ' 

!!.'he ~o Lao Haksathas mobilized the population in the 
liberated terr.itories of the country, adjusted itself to. the 
new situation created bW the American bombing war and, making 
use of the experience . gathered by the national forces in 'the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, launched a general counter­
offensive in spring 1970 after having strengthened and re- . 

. organized the, national armed forcas. !!hanks to the excellent 
fighting achievements of the Pathet";Lao soldiers, the Plain 
Of Jars was liberated despite the terrorist US air war fo1l0W-) 
'ing heavy fighting and. spearheads of the Pathet-I.e.o troops/ 

. " 
llave additionally penetrated all .surrounding areas of the 
,country. 

, 
j " 
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Parallel, to its military successes, the leadership of 

the Neo Lao Haksat submitted a Five-Point ~rograminDecemqer 

1970 ,designed to end the war and to make pea.ceful development 

in Laos possible. 

~e Socialist states and democratic world public reacted . 

to the escalation of the American aggression with determina:" 

tion. A TASS decla;ration issued on 28 February 1970 statedl 

" 
. "!!he barbarous bombing raids 'by the American air force 

against Laotian territory and the other aggressive acts 
in Laos ,and the violation of the neutrality of this 
country by tns USA are condemned in the Soviet Union 
and the just demands of the Patriotic Front of Laos 
to put an immediate end to the armed intervention in 
the internal affairs of the Laotian people are sup:ported." 

!!his Laos adventure of the aggressors also proved a 

failure. Instead of the intended development of the "policy of 

Vietnamization ll, American imperialism was forced to engage it­

self completely in this country. Its covert aggression that has 

been COlllJllitted for years came out into the open and triggered a 

storm of protest among people throughout the wor~d and resulted 

in a further loss of prestige on the part of the aggressor. 

But far from drawing realistic conclusions, American im­

perialism s:pread its aggression to Cambodia with the absurd 

j~st1ficatiori that it wanted to destroy the headquarters of 

the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam, which 

was allegedly situated in. this country. But its'real intention 
, 

was to integrate Cambodia in its political and military sphere 

of. inf.luence in South-East Asia. !!hat is why A.mer1canimperia,l­

ism brazen~ interfered in the intern,al affairs of this country, 

whose sovereignty, neutrality and right o~ self-determination 

it trod underfoot. It threatened. Cambodia with military opera­

tions and encouraged the country's rightwing forces to ~eize 

power. 

!lhese forces.led by Lon Nol and Sirik Matak staged a 

coup d'Uat, took power arid requested military aid from t4eU~. 

!lhe'new regime immediately established close relations with the 

American puppets in Saigon ap.d the US armed forces in :Bang)tok 

\ 

( 
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and .at .the li/ame time staged a bloody oampa:l.gnof perseoution 
and extermination aga~st the 400,bOO~strong Vietnamese minori.,. 
ty in Cambodia by inciting centurieliJ-old nationalist or racist 
prejudices • .fA. West German jouxnalist reported from Cambodia 
on the evenU of that time: 

"A soene of horror presents itself to . a traveller 
orossing the Mekong river by ferry near the Cambodian 
town of Kompong Chain. Corpses are floating in the yellow 
water towards the sea. ~ hands of all of them are ~ied 
behind their baok, and some have ~een tied together in 
groups of ten. Some bodies show .bullet wounds, cut 
throats or severed heads." 

Nixon and his advisers took advantage of developments in 
. -~ -

Cambodia, whioh had been instigated by them, in order to la~ch , 
an aggression that had systematically been prepared in the 
pentagon over a period of many years against this South-East 
Asian oountry. Confident of an easy victory, the . American and 
Saigon 'troops moved into Cambodia in the early hours of 1 May 
1970, while US President Nixon declared in a televised state_ 
ment with unprecedented demagogy: 

"We are taking these measures not to spread the war 
to Cambodia, but to end the war in Vietnam and to aohieve 
a just peaoe, which we all want. I have promised to end 
the war. I shall keep this promise. I have promised to 
reaoh a just peaoe. I shall keep this promise. We shall 
prevent a spreading of the war, but we are also determined 
to end this war." 

:reday, one year later, 'these words arouse even greater 
hatred among the peoples of the world against these warmongers 
and the~ representative, the preSident of the United States of 
America, in view of the events that have taken place in the 
meantime. 

Supported by oontinuous air raids , the aggressors in early 
May 1970 ooncentrated in several, thrusts, moved into south­
western, western and north-western Cambodia. Just as in Vietnam, 
they left behind them devastated towns, burnt villages, fields 
and plantations, murder and rape, the abduction Of resident 
Vietnamese to South Vietnam and wholesale plunder. American 
imperialis~lIa.d to take a direct part in the aggress ion in order 
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to takeadvanta,&e of the element of su:rprise and thus score 
some temporary successes. But also in. this' case the relation 
of force.s was soOn altered follow:l.ng a regrouping of forces 
and vigorous organizational meas~es of· the. national re­
sistance by the· National. United Front of Cambodia. Tl:lI:~ Nation~l 
United Front 6f Cambodia controls the greater por.tion of, the 
country, ·,stages continuous attacks against strategioally im­

portant towns and communications and stabilizes its own ranks, 
while the contradictions in the camp of the rightwing forces -

'such as the recent resignation of Lon Nol .. are constantly­

gro~ving. 

We note that the conception Of· American imperialism is 
doomed to failu:re in cambodia, too. It is ~p to its neck in 
quagmire in' Indochina and. every attempt it makes to spread!l:'fis 
aggression brings it closer to its doom. Even a West· German 
newspaper admits ~ith regard to cambodia that "only the presence 
of South Vietnamese troops and the American air war can keep 
.the shaky bamboo fortress of cambodian defence from collapsing. " 

In its helpless rage over the unending train of defeats, 
American imperialism constantly resorts to new adventures~ ~e 
USA has resumed its bombing raids on the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam after these defeats, it had openly blocked the Paris 
talks on Vietnam and with relentless ferocity and considerable 
military and economic engagement done everything possible to 
destroy the liberated areas in South Vietnam. 

In principle, the' Americans are now trying physically to 
exterminate the population of South Vietnam. They fly up to 
300 missions a day dropping bombs and chemical agents. Ap­
prox1.mately 45,000 tons of'poison gas and nine times as much 

I 

bombs have been dropped in South Vietnam as in the cou:rse 'of 
all the'Pacific operations du:ring the Second Wor14 War. Despite 
this, the National Liberation Ar~ of tlie Republic of South 
Vietnam is continuing its attacks against the ene~bases at " 
Da Nang, Bien Hoa and Nam Ran, in the Mekong delta and at Hue. 

In connect.ion with the intensified operations of the 
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natiow.l struggle in South Vietnam, Cambodia and .the stabiliza­
tion o.fthe' positions of the liberation ·forces in Laos, the 
aggressors have ~de another attempt against the movement, 
which represents another modifioation of the Vietnam program 

! . • 

and which was to be implemented according to the principle . , . '~ . 

,IIAs~n soldiers plus American ail'. force ". Saigon's .mercenary 
troops that have been drilled by Americans penetrated into Laos 
at the beginning of this year. ~eir mission was to cut Laos in 
half by taking strategically decisive bases and to seal off 
the liberate.d areas. 1'o~ay, the aggresSors are frequehtly 
heard talking about the "Koreanization" 'of Indoohina, by which 
they refer to the attempt to divide the countries of Indoohina 
and to oreate firm areas of influence for the.mselves • 

. 'rn this connection it has been declared in Washington 
that the fate of the entire. American strategy in Indoohina ' 
dep.ends on the results of the invasion in Laos. ~at iswby 
the USA is concentrating so muoh of its ail' power against Laos. 
A total of 1,500 aeroplanes and 600 helicopters have flown 
mol'S than 3,000 missions over Laos from-the beginning of 
February to the middle of March 1971, the B 52s alone dropped 
some 900 tons of bombs a day on the southern part of the country, 
while helicopters have flown nearly 30,000 missions .in the same 
period. American aircraft brought mercenaries to Laos, trans­
ported military equipment and heavy guns to the scenes of 
battle, cleared the way for tanks and supported Saigon's troops 
in the fighting. 

Even if Adelbert Weinstein, the notorious milita~y com­
.mentator of the; ViestGerman Franldurter Allgemeine Zeitung, had 
to admit in view of these faots that "Naturally America is also 
taking part in the present invasion of Laos by South Vietnam ", 
that is still only a halt truth.' ~e USA is not only taking 
part, it is the actual initiator and perpetrator of this ·new 
aggression. The American air forc e plays the, main role in the 
intervention. And despite thie concentrat.ed ail' covel', Saigon's,' 
ground forces have not been able to conquer a single foot of 
Laotian territory~ ~ey have been thrown baok to theixbxiginal 
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positions. 

!!his8uooess of theIAotian liberationforoes in the south 
reoeived direot support from the National Liberation foroes~f 
South. Vietnamt who bave l';lounohed rooket and mortar' attaoks 
against KheSanh - the moet importe,nt US logistio baee - put 
3,000 e,nemy soldiere out of action, 2,000 of whom were Amerioane, 
ehot down 100 airoraft and blew up oil depote with thoueandsof 
tons 'of fuel. 

US imperialism and its puppets have experienoed the united 
forcee of the national resistanoe of the peoples of Indochina 
this spring and were foroed' to oonolude that they are powerless 
against tBeseforoes. 

Even from these few facts we see that the strategio ob­
jective of the escalation of the Vietnam aggression into an 
Indochina war actually has not attained anything. It did not 
precipitate the deteat of the democratic forces in Laos and 
Cambodia nor did, it bring about the isolation and operative 
paralysis of the NLF in South Vietnam. ~e grandiloquently 
announced formation of a rightwing bloc has not materialized 

, 

·and on top of this the political/and moral prestige of the ag-
gressor has suffered further setbacks in the eyes of the world, 
particularly in recent months. 

~e events of the past two years have shown that the 
polioy of "Vietnamizat10n" is nothing but a polioy of spreading 
the aggression. !!he thesis of Asians fighting Asians in Indo­
ohina is unrealist.io if for no other reason than the faot tbat 
the reaotionary oliques in. South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia ' 
,would not be able to withstand the national resistance with­
out American presenoe in these oountriss and would be swept 
away by'it. 

In Indoohina the peoples of these oountriee, the progree­
eive foroes of Vietnam, laos- and Cambodia are facing the ag­
gressive forces of these oountries supported by US imperialism. 
!!hese are the 'true fronts in this struggle. !!hese are also' 

. the class fronts in Indochina, which cannot be obscured by 
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suoh phrases as "Vj,etnamizat1on" or "Asians :l.'ighting Asians". 

For this reason we must unequivooally state that the 
Amerioan Vietnamization program .bas been aimed at esoalating 
the war. :l.'rom the, very beginning. All assuranoes 0:1.' the US im­
perialists.to the e:l.'feot that ,they will withdraw :l.'rom South 
Vietnam, that they will leave Oambodiansoil and - as stated 
by Nixon in June 1970 - that .the US has given no air support 
in Cambodia, that Laotian neutrality would 'be respeoted, eto., 

/ 

have proved to be lies. Now that the situation has been oreated, 
there is open talk in Washington about the signifioanoe of the 
Amerioan air force in the fighting in Laos and Cambodia, about 
reoonsidering the plans to withdraw troops :l.'rom Vietnam and 
threats to use Amerioan air squadrons wherever this might prove 

. neoessary in order "to protect US troops ". Most reoent reports 
indicate t.bat there is oynical talk of· a long-term American 

. military presence toproteot the Saigon regime. And finally, 
along these lines the Thieu clique is demanding that the ag­
gr~ssion be spread to North Vietnam. 

b peoples of Indoohina do nat stand alone in the ir 
oourageous struggle,. 1'hey are being supported by the Socialist 
oountries, espeoially by the Soviet Union, by the non-aligned 
oountries of Asia ~nd Afrioa and by millions 0:1.' peaoe-loving 
peop~e throughout the world. 1'he 24th Congress 0:1.' the CoIlllllUnist 
Party 0:1.' the Soviet Union has pledged the Soviet Union's oon­
tinUed oomprehensive support :l.'or the peoples 0:1.' Indoohina in 
their ,struggle. Weare proud that the GDR is part 0:1.' the world­
wide solidarity :l.'ront. 

Ag 231/52/72 
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