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Dtar Roaaer,

- The Vietnam Gommiaaion of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Come
 mithee of the GDR herewith presents you a collectlion of con~
~ tributions which expose the 1l1legal aggression of US imperialism
~in Indochine, particulerly in Vietnam. The authore are well=-
 known porsonalitiea, sclentiste and social organizationa of
our republic who have expressed an opinion in ihe course of
~ the shameful escalation of the Americen aggression on various
 aspects of the oriminel war, Out of their work - our selection
makes that clear = a picture without apy gaps has come into -
exlstence sbout this imperislist war, about ite backgrounds,
objectives and above all about its eruel inhuman methods,

_ It is proved over & period of seversl years that this war
consiste of an endless chain of frightful crimes against inter-
national law, against peace and against mankind, This testimony
and investigations gain in topilcality and significance just at
present for Y"exposures" about the preparation and unleashing of
the war in Vietnsm are also being published in the USA, But
what, for example, is "revealed" by the so-called Pentagon

' papers has long been known in the world and also in the GIR,

. The persons responsible for US policy have long been convicted

. of aggresalon, | |

| ' Tne problems of the US war in Indochina are diverse; not
"all of them could be taken into consideration to the same extent
in the selection presented here, We therefore refer you %o &
' ‘gseries of historic and chronological treatments avout the
:' development of Vietnam since 1945 which have appeared in the
~.  GDR, The most recent publication in this sphere is the book
. Yietnam - 1945-1970 by D.-¥eidemann and R, Witnsche, published
© i 1971 by the Verlag dex Wissenschaften,

L - To tell the truth about the war ln Indochina means at the
. ssme time to spesk ‘about the striking defeats of US imperialism
" and about the victories of the liberation fighters, the peoples,
' Tierefore, this collection imparts not only knowledge for in~-

- tenaifying the protest againet the crime but alsc in order




'mtmr to a‘kiumlato the -mrgotio aolidarity with tho figh'k:l.ng
. pooplea. ' _

. Por that is our task s8¢ 1ong &8 the US aggrésaion 1n Indo- -
! 'ohina has not been ended.

‘Vietnam Commission '
of the Afro-Asian Solidarity
 Committee of the GIR
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Statament of a Dalegation of the v1etnam commiasion of the _
~Afro=Agian Solidarity Gommittee of - the GDR after a visit to
'the Democratic Rggublic of Vietnam in Febr y 1968

égg;ggaion and Violation of the Geneva Indochina Agreemant :

Ancording to valid international law, aggression in the
- form of e o

the use or threat of force particularly warlike
acts to solve international conflicts |

is a violation of international law and forbidden.
e legal basis for this ave “the
' - Parie Treaty on Outlawing War
(Briand-Kellogg Pact) of 27 Avugust 1928
.~ United Natlons Charter of 25 June 1945
' (Article 11, paragraphs 3 and 4). | _
This principle of international law was also included in
the lLondon Four Power Agreement of 8 August 1945, which ac-
cording to Article 2 also includes the Statute of the Inter-
- national Military Tribunal (IMT) as_part of the Four Power
Agreement. Foxr our purposes 1t is not necessary to establish
1n‘more detail that the principles drawn up in the IMT Statute
are valid internationel law, all the more 80 88 the Firat N
Generel Assembly expressly confirmed ‘the principles of the
Statute 1A its Begolution No. 95 (I) of 11 December 1945, .

According t0o Axticle 6 of the. IMT Statute

' planning, prepering or carrying out an offensive is a
. erime against peace, o .

The USA ratified the. Briand-Kellogg Pact on 17 January 1929,
i+ helped found the United Nations, deposited the ratificaetion
‘document’ on 8 Auguat 1945 at the United Nations end is & per-

. manent member of its Security Council; it signed the London -
. Agreemqnt of 8 Auguat 1945. Thus, according to the rules of
international law, it is not only bound by thie ben on aggres-
sion like all other states, but bears a special responaibility "

%0 guarantee these norms of international law, .
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. The Geneva Indochina Agreement of 1954 (in particular the
\ 'Agreemont on the cessation of hostilities in Vietnam signed
- on 20 July 1954 and the final declaration at the Geneva Cone

" ference of 21 July 1954) served to enforoe ‘the ban on aggres—

~ sion and the renunciation of force and establish conorete obliga-
tlons to observe these norms in future in order to guarantee
peace in Indoehina. The Geneve Indochina Agreement provided

the legal basis for further peaceful dovelopmenta in Vietnam.

The USA participated in tho Indochina Conference, In 1ts
declaration on the Geneva Agreement of 20 and 21 July 1954 at
the closing session of the Geneva Indochina Conference on 21
July 1954 it committed itself '
in conformity with Article 2 (4) of the UN Uonstitution,
‘which deals with the obligation of the members of this
ocrganization, to abstain in their international rela-
tions from the threast or use of force, to abstain from :
the threat of force or ite use with the aim of yvlolating
these agreements and paragraphs,
' With this declaration, the USA agreed to decisive pointa

of the Geneva Agreement and thus took over obligations in

international law, The binding force of the Geneva Agreement

has never been doubted by ‘the Americana (compare Momorandum

of the US State Department of 4 Maroh 1966),

, The USK has committed the crime of aggression - in viols-
 tion of the Geneva Agroemont ~ both in Vietnam as a whole and
tne DRV in partioular. -

mhe Starting Position

_ As a result of the Second World war, “the Democratio Ropublic
- of Vietnam was estahliahod in the struggle against-French and-

A Japanose 1mper1alism. It axtendod from Cape Ca Mau in the . South o
to the Chinese border in the North and waited 30 million Viet-
 pemese in an independent and sovereign state., The first plections
took place on 6 Janusry 1946 in which 90 per cent .of those
-entitled to vote took part. ﬂﬁoy ended with an overwholming _

victory of the Viet Minh Ieague., On 2 March 1946 the first
-.meeting of the National &asembly elected Ho Chi Minh as Pmeaidont .
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of tha DRV and confirmed the g0vernmant under his chaimmanship._ -
On 6 Maroh 1946 en agreement was aigned in Hanol between the
hgovernment of the DRV and the French governmept, according to .
' which the hostilitles were to cease, France recognized the IRV -
a8 a free: state wlth its own government, parliament and. financi—
. al system. The road 0 & happy future seemsa secured. '

 The thsn French government broke this agreement. It atarted
a new war against the Vietnamese people to bring them completely
or in Yert under -the yoke of colonislism again, Frence - weaken-
ed by the Second Wbrld_War -~ was only able to wage this war with
the aid of the USA, In July 1950 US interference in the'inte:nal'
affairs of Vietnam were more or less unveiled, when former
President Harry,s. Truman sent a Milltary Assistance &dvisory -
‘Group to. Saigon with instructions to assist the French in the

- war ageinst the Viet Minh people's liberation.movemant and at

_the seme time to encourage ‘the vietnamese nationalists to~0ppoai-\
tion against France, '

Under the slogan of serving the "interesta of the free
worldt, the American mon0polies tried to take up the BTench |
colonial heritage in Indochina. General Henri Naverre, Supreme N
Commender of the French forces in Indochins in 1954, wrote
about this: "We were in the psradoxical situation that, by
accepting Americen aid, we would almost certainly lose Indo~
‘china, even if we had won the war as a result of this aid,"

o (Henri Navarre: Agonie de 1'Indochina, Paris, 1956, page 96)

The, At'back on South Vietnam

e USA invested 2 6 thousand million dollars in. the Freneh
war against the Vietnamese people between 1950 and 1954, US
' Secretary of State John Foster Dulles twice offered the use of
nuclear weapons: Once for the relief of thﬁ fortress of Dien
~ Bien Phu and the second time to bomb the Chinese-Vietnamese
- border area. Dulles himgself admitted 'these monstrous effers in

- - the Amerlcan periodical Life. The then Vice-President of the

ﬁ Uhited States, Richard M. Nixon - today President - did not play
Can unimportant part in this matter. After he had. inapected ‘the
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.South Vietnamese theatre of wex in 1954, two emerican aircraft '
" earriers with atomic bombs on board arrived in the Gulf of -
Tonkin, (Heinz Abosch: Der endlose Krieg (The Endless War),-
~ Stimme Verlag Freankfurt on Main, Speciel print from No. /2
- 1966 of the bi-monthly journal Stimme der Gemeinde, page 6)
In face of the worlddwide movement of protest, however, the
French shrank from thie and refrained from employing nuclear
wespons, (Hans Henle: Chinss Schatten iibexr Sﬁdoetaeien (china'e |
Shadow overy South-East Asia), Hamburg. 1964, page 100)

The military defeat of ithe Freach expedit:l.onary corps
' could not be halted. The then President of the United States,
Dwight D. Eisenhower, -described the situetion in his memoire
‘Mendate for Change as follows: "I was convinced that the French.
could not win the war because the internal political situation
‘in Vietnam, wesk and confused, badly weakened their military
position. I bave never talked or corresponded with a person
knowledgeable in Indochinese affairs who did not agree that a
had elections been held as of the time of the fighting, possibly
80 per cent of the populace would have voted for the Communiet
Ho Chi Minh a8 their leader rather than Chief of State Bao Dai.
Ae one Frenchman said to me, 'What Vietnam needs is another
Syngmen Rhee, regardless of all the difficulties the presence
of such & personality would entail'," (Robert Scheer: How the
‘United States Got Involved in Vietnsm -~ A report to the Center
for the Study of Democratic Institutions, Senta Barbara, celie
. fornie, page 11) The Syngman Rhee sought after was found in
- the person of Ngo Dinh Diem, 2 Catholic Vietnamese who had -

- ohly an imperfect command over hie mother tongue, g

- The plane pureued bw the ruling mon0poly group of the USK «
in South-Bast Asia can be taken from a speech which Senator : <
John P, Kennedy held in the US Senate on & April 1954, He eaid:
"o send money, meterisl and manpower into_the Jjungle without _

‘any prospect of victory would be dangercus, ueseless and fatal...
No American aid, as immense as it might be, can defeat an
enemy who is everywhere énd nowhere at the same time,‘who
enjoye the eupport and sympathy of the pe0ple." _
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Lo Bwight D.. Eisenhﬂwer haa also realized this - ag hia ,
_memoirs prove, However, John F. Kennedy drew aifferent cop-
',eluaiona from ‘thie realizetion than his opponent. Dwight De
Eisenhower did not believe that & governmant excluding the

National Front of Vietnam (Viet Minh) could ever galn the con—
fidence and support of the Vietnemese p30ple. Therefore), he
'pleaded for a coalition government. John F. Kennedy opposed _

this plan, because -~ as he explained in his speech - the. popula~-
rity of Ho Chl Minh and his followers in the whole of Indochina
‘was 80 great that they would have -immediately gained the leader—
ship. Jobn F. Kennedy set on Ngo Dinh Dﬁsm:who_ha& been re-
commended to him by Prancie Cardinal Spellmann., He hoped that

Diem would succeed in enticing the people away from the Viet

Minh, He was for gaining time, pumping American goods into the
country and carrying out anti-Communist propaganda, Mis was

tc be dore by Diem, That is why John F. Kennedy advocated &
goveinment'under Ngo Dinhk Diem,help for this government to set
‘up an army and ip necessary, commit onraelvea with manpower.ﬂ
(Robert ‘Scheer, rage 15)

- The principles laid down in John P. Kennedy's gpeech became_
‘the guiding line of American policy in Vietnam under Dwight
D. Eisenhower, It is interesting to note that these principleé-"
were'in'cbnfOrmity with the views of John Foster Dulles, then
- US Secretary of State, who had pointed out the great economic '
 eignificance and immense strategic value of Indochina in &
lecture on 29 March 1954, (Student World 1966, page .322)

Accordingly, the USA torpedoed all atbemptsato establlqh

a coalition governmsnt with the participation of the Viet NMinh

fand restore peace in Vietnam, Contrary to the principle of

_ national sovereignty of the UN Charter, 1% waa its aim to exe ' _
olude the most influential people's organizatlon, the Vlet Miﬂha g
) and pravent a democratic development. -

"_ mhe Geneva gg;pement

The agreemant concluded in Geneva on 20 and 21 July 1954
5__and the final declaratioﬁ of the Conference on Indochina were
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a good'baais to secure peace in this part of the world and to

make it possible fox the Vietnamese peopls to take their future _ff

Anto their own hands. The main poinie of the Geneve Agreement
were:

Le Ehs-phrtioipants of‘the.conrerenoe pledged=to respect the
sovereignty, territorial unity and integrity of Cambodia,
Iaos and Vietnam and to refrain from any interference in
their internal affairs,

-

- 2. Provisional zones north and south of the 17th perallel were
established in Vietnam to regroup the military foreea. It
was stressed that this military demarcation line wes only
provisional and wes definitely not to be considered a2
political or territorial border. Elections were to be held
in Vietnam by July 1956, at the latest, to settle the
political problems on the basils of respect for the country's
independence, territorial unity and integrity.

3. It was forbidden to erect foreign military baees, send
foreign troops and military personnel and supply foreign
arms and ammunition to both zones of Vietnam,

4, Neither of the two zones were %o be integrated into & mili-
tery alliance or employed for an aggressive policy.

™e USA did not sign the Geneva Agreement, but declared
iteelf prepared to refrain from any violation, mhe declaration
sayes "The CGovernment of the Unlted States has taken note of

 the Agreement concluded in Geneva on 20 and 21 July 1954 between -

a) the French-Ioatian Commend and the Command of the PFeople's
Republic of Vietnam; b) the Command of the Royal Army of Khmer
- and the Command of the Feople'm Army of Vietnam; o) the French-
 Vietnamese Command and the Command of the People's Army of |
Vietnam as well as raragraphs 1 to 12 of the Declaration pre-
sented 1o the Conference on 21 July 1954 and declares with
regard to the above agreements and paragraphs that firstly, in
conformity with Article 2, paragraph 4 of the United Hations

~ Cherter... it will refrain from & threat of force or ita use
for the purpose of violating thege agreements and paragrapha,
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and that aecondly, any renswal of the aggreasion 1n'violation
af the above agreementa +++ WOuld be considered hy it as & _
‘serious threat to dnternational peace and security." (The com-
' plete text of the US declaration is contained in Archiv- der Ge-
genwar » (Archives of our Time). Easen, Vienns, Zurich, VOlume
24, 1954, page 4636)

_ In the years that followed the US governmen‘l: showed that
it was not willing to observe its declaration given in Geneva
which was binding in international law, On the contrary, its
interference and aggression in Vietnsm became ever more obvicus,
US imperialiem replaced the French colonialists in . South Vietnem
and attempted to turn it into a colony and mililtary base to use
it for ite global strategic plans in South-Bast Asia,

AL the same time the USA 't:r.'ied to integra‘t:e South Vietnam
- :lnto its global encirclement system of the Socialist countries,
- For this purpose South Vietnam, lace and Cambodia were in-
‘corporated (according to the supplementary protocol) as a
"Security Zone" in the SEATO Pact founded in Manila on 8 Sep-
tember 1954 - South Vietnam and Iaos without being asked, and
Cambodie sgainat its express protest,(Text of the SEATO Pact,
published in Dokumentation der Zeit, No. 289, pages 37 and 38).
. Mat mesns the USA intensified its intervention in South Viet-
'pam by forcing the population into an enti-Communist alliance,

: The supplementary protocol mentioned is a vioclation of
the sovereign rights of a state, in general, and of the ban on
military alliances for Vietnam es stipulated in the Geneva
Agreement (Article 19), in particulsr. The incorporation 62
South Vietnam into the SEATO Pect is on & par with Eitler's and
Muasqlin:l."e' Munich poldicy which turrned Ozechoslovakia ::l.n-to_ e
German protectorate ‘and was a gross violation of internat:l.o'nal
law, So the international Control Commission's protest against
this aupplomentary protoool was uilte justifisd. : :

e :Bloog-S'l:amed Regime of Ngo Dinh Diem

- Two monthe after Kennedy'a Senate spaech and Quring ‘the
- Genevs, negotiations, in June 1954, the US&_ installed its

-~




__14 -

[

puppet Ngo Dinh Dien as 'Prima~Minister" of tha Bao-nai govern—
-ment in Saigon.. Undar the banner of antiscommuniam, Diem une
leashed. a wave of terror against all patriotie forces. in South
' Vietnam, “The t0ll of his terror regime from July 1954 to June
1963 was 156,000 dead, 370,000 prisoners in more. than 1,000
- Jeils, 8,000 children arrested and naltreated, more than three
million peoplé rounded up in concentration cafips - camouflaged
. undexr various nemes like "agro cities", "welfare zones",
"strategic villages". (Dakumentation der Zeit, No. 302, page 33)

Tbgethar with the system of police and informers the USA
organized -~ &8 Senator J.F, Kennedy had demanded ~ & mercenary

" army for Diem, whose officers were trained dm or by the USA.

The International Control Commission also proteated against this
violation of the Geneva Agreement.,

Commanded by American officers and advisers, the ermy sup=
preesed all resistance to US colonislization and prepared it-
self, as Diem announced, for the "march to the North", (Dr.
Renate Wilnache and Ir. Diethelm Weidemann: Vietnam - Iand im
Suden (Vietnam - Iend in the South), Berlin, 19679 page 51)

With this apparatus of power, Diem was able, on instructions

from the USA, to sabotage the elections provided by the Geneva:
Agreement for 1956. Some years later the American journalist . -
Walter Lippmapn commented as follows: "As to the United States, |
it originally accepted the Geneva Agreement and particularly

the regulations about the free elections, but opposed free

electiona as soon as it was realized that Ho Chi Minh would win _
- them, General Bisenhower quite frankly admits this in ‘hig memoira."
(Walter Lippmann, New York-Herald mribune, 21 April. 1965, Yem |
translated from the German) Iippmenn is mietaken only in so far
a8 the Americans ¢id not realize they would suffer certain
electoral defeat only in 1956, They knew thet already in 1954 -

as can be seen from Eisenhower's memoirs ~ and intended from. the

- outset to - -guppress the people by force._mhoae are the historical

faots. If the ‘agreements concluded in Gereva ‘had been fulfilled
without. intervention by the U84, then Vietnam would be a united,
peace-loving state, ‘a factox for peace 1n South—Eaat Asia,



mhe “alternative" to Ho Ghi Minh, 80 highly praiaed by the!f.'

- Americane, tottered. Ngo Dinh Diem was ‘replaced by General
'Eguyen_Khanh on 1 November 1963, But he, like -all the: puppeta
‘up to Xy and Thieu that followed proved completely incapable of

- setting up & proper edninistration, let alone gaining the con-
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fidence of the South Vietnamese people. Wheress the Netional
 Front for the Liberetion of South Vietnam. (NFL), founded on 20
‘December 1960, enjoys the confidence of the South Vietnsmese
population. Whoever still had any doubte whateoever about the
. legitimacy of the NFL becane convinced at the end of January

1968, All western obaervers of the Tet Cffensive agreed that the

-complete secrecy of this large-scale 0peration was a clear deci-
sion of the people in favour of: the NFL.

| €the Attack on the DRY

mhe siltuation of the Saigon regime was steadily deterio-_

. rating et the end of 1964. The French journalist Max Clos, wit-
- nesa of the - decline, described the situation ag follows: "All in-

fluential observers agreed on one point in December 1964 :
The collapse of South Vietnam under the blows of a powerful

- .politicel and nilitary Vietcong offensive will take place in
'spring 1965". (Mex Clos in Ie Figaro of 30 April 1965) And +the
. big American periodioal Newsweek headlined its report on Viet-
~ nam "Never grimmer". The auhhead gtateds fChaos in Saigon,
-1naecurity_in Washington", The reporter wrote that the then .
~ ambassador in Saigon, General Maxwell Taylor, was of the opinion
‘a8t the end of 1964 "that escalation is the only means to raise

the morale of tha war-weary South Vietnamsae population to euch |

.. & degree that the complete collapse of all gOVBrnment authority

(meaning the Saigon regime -~ suthor) will be prevented,"
‘This was the situation in which President Johnson, on.

- the advice of Maxwell Taylor end supported by Sacretary of

‘Defence Robert S. McNamara, decided as from February 1965, to

bomb the DRV from the air and powerfully increase the ground
operations of American trooPa in the South. - '

. In order to ¢loak 1tg naked aggreesion. theﬁﬁs gbwernment-
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":;alleged that the. DRV had begun with the "1nfiltration" of a .

. regular division to the Scuth at the end of 1964, 'This allega~
“tion was soon unmaeked as a lie by the so~called "Mansfield
report“

It was Senator Nichael Mensfield, durlng a tour of South
Vietnam together with other US Senators of the Foreign Af-- :
fairs Gommittee, who discovered the true reason for the escala—
~ tion, He wrote: "When the sharp escalation of the military ef-
forts began at the beginning of 1965, it wae estimated that
only about 400 soldiers from North Vietnam were in the enemy
‘forces which were at that time estimated at 140,000." But the"
situation of the Saigon puppet regime had been much more . :
precarious, "To put it briefly" - the Mansfield report states - .
“a total collapse of the Saigon government authority seemed to
" be¢ immanent in the first months of 1965", (quoted from Aussen-
politik, Freiburg im Breisgau, No. 5/1967, page 277)

In 1966 an opinion was submitted to President Johnson
by 15 leading experts on international law which ascertains:
"Ihere is no doudbt that South Vietnam ist ... only a temporary
zone according to. the Geneva Agreement, Moreover, the conflict
in Vietnam is & civil war, since the Geneva Agreements reCOgnized
the whole of Vietnam as a single state (however, it 1s not &
civil war in re4lity, but aggression by the USA — author), and
forelgn intervention is forhidden." (COQg;essional Record,
Washington, 9 PFebruary 1966, page 2552; here quoted from
~ Deutsche Aussenpolitik, No. 3/1968, page 283)

~ The alleged North Vietnamese "inflltratlon" with which

. the US government wanted to substantiate its aggression against

. the IRV has, therefore, according to the verdict of ita own
experts on internstional law and Senatoxa, proven t0 be a

: pretext and thus 1egally 1ndefensible. But the reason which .

- the USA gave.to begin the bombings proved to be & still more
obvious sham. What happened 1in August 1964 hag its hiatorical*

 perallel in the feigned attack on the Gleiwitz radio station.

- by the nazis, which the fascists used to attack Poland on 1 Sep-?f;;
-tember 1939 and thus begin the Segond Wbrld War.,* R
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The fTonkin Incidemy - . . o
| According to the official Americen version, the Amexican

;_.destroyer "Maddox" is suppoaed to hive been attacked while

“on patrol in the South China Sea (Gulf of Tonkin) by North
Vietnamese torpedo boats, incidentally, without any viaible
" effects. Washington spoke of an "aggression", of "a challenge",
‘which could "have serious results", and announced ite determina-
tion "iot to tolerate provocations of thie kind anymore®, |

" In the early morning of 5 August the State Department -
' apnounced that the "Maddox" and the destroyer "Turner Joy"
. which had rTushed to its assistence, had again been attacked
- with North Vietnamese torpedcs = again without showing any-
effecte, Thereupon, Johnson declared the petience of the US
government ‘to be exhausted, the "aggreseor" hed to be punished,
Congress granted Johnson full powers "to take all pecessary
 measures". {(Ie Monde, Paris, 28-29% January 1968) Already ten
hours later, US planes bombed the town of Dong Hoi and the coal
- mines of Hongai. In order to meke the deception complete the
CWoxld Secumity Council waa convened at the urgent request of
 the USA. -
. These first American bombings aroused protests from broad.
cireles throughout the world. They were cousidered a flagrant
' breach of international law and & erime against peace,

The USA as founder nation of the- United Nations, a8 o=
author of the UN Charter and as a permanent membexr of the
- Becurity Council is particﬁiarly obliged to observe the prin-
ciples of this Charter. It has the duty to defend the basie
' principle stipulated in Article 2, clauae 3, that all nations
are legally bound to solve all arising conflicts. peacefully. o
Above all, international law does not permit any such retalia- .
tory measures. When the Security Council discussed retalia- ‘

. tory messures on 9 April 1964 it leid down as a principla that

retaliatory messures (réprisals by force of arms) are con-
‘tradictory to the aims and principles of the United Natiohs.
- (Year Book of the United Nations 1964, page 185 f£f) =~
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‘But by no means. was. the elleged attack on the WMaddox"
«- which left the ship undamaged - sufficient legal ground for
. the air raids on North Vietnamese localitiea. '

Neither the alleged need for self-defence nor for "emsrgen—f'
cy aid" for the Seigon regime are able to give the US attacks
on the DRV even the semblance of 1egality.'1n addition, there -
was no proportion of "denger" to "reprisal, Bven anti-Com~
- munlst juriste cennot but describe the US attaoks on the DRV
. as a breach of international law (compare e.g. Welter Rudolf,

- Voliterrechtliche Aspakte des Vietnam-Konflikts (International
law Aspects of the Vietnam Conflict), Verlag Gehlen, 1967, .
pages 29-34), Thus the USA took the next step to violating the .
Geneve Agreements,. a8 was 2lso proved by facts in the Special
Report of the International Control Commission for Indochina
of 13 thruary 1965,

However, the attack on the BBV’waa eeen in & new light
when three and a half years 1ater, the truth. about the Tbnkin
incident came out, The effair was once more investigated in
detail in the middle of 1967 on the initiative of Senator
Pulbright on ingtructions of the US Senate 's Foreign Polioy
Committee, AfTter montha of careful investigation the special
commission headed by William Bader came to the following |
reaults (IB MOnde, 28-29 January 1968):

1, The kmarioan destroyers covered an operation by warahips
~ of the Saigbn puppet regime against the islands of Hon ¥e
- and Hon Mieu which ere part of the DRV,

- 2., The destroyers were espionage ghips., They cruiled in ter-
- ritorial waters of the DRV with instructione to 8py on and
raralyze the air warning system of the DRV,

3. The torpedo attack did not take place at all, Commender
John Harrick has sdmitted that observations were not pos-
gible because of the dsrkness, Te noiee registered by “the
sound detectors of the "Maddox", which allegedly originated
from the sound of North Vietnamese warahipa firing torpadoea,_
was in’ truth. ths noise of the shipse own acrewa._v.-
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4, The motion to grant'him.full_powers, which*Jéhpabn‘hgd Bube
mitted to the Semate seemingly epontaneously on 6 August:
1964, was - 11ke the plan to homh the DBV -prepared long
beIOrehand. :

_ ~ When Rohert McNamara, the Secretary of Defence, gince
reaigned,,deglared in March 1964 that the United States would
not exclude the possibility of the war also being extended to
the térritory of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, he was.
‘only admitting an escelation which the US had prepared long 2go
and wae already carrying out. |

The facts submitted on- the long prepared US attack on
South and North Vietnam prove that the USA has violated Article
2, clause 3 of the UN Charter, Article 6 of the IMT Statute and
the Geneva Indochina Agreemente and is thue guilty of planning,
' preparing and carrying out an aggressive war and therehy1com-
mitted a crime agalnst pesace.

II. Violation of the BRules of Warfare — A War crime

War crimes, according to Article 6b of the IMT Statute,
are: Violations of the Rules and Customs of War, like murder,
assault and battery or deportation of slave lahour or some
other purpose of oivilians from or in-occupied territories,
murder or aasault and ba%teryuo: prisoners-of-war or persons
‘on the high seas, killing hostages, plundering public or
private property, wilful destruction of towns, market places
or villages, devastations not justified by military neces-
aity.

Mbreover, erticle 6b explicitly stresses that this enumaram
tion is nof exheustible, but only gives illustrative examples.
 Any violation of internationally accepted rules of warfare
’ represents & wer crime and establishes.the responsibility of

| the oriminal.

-~ The war crimes and crimes against human ity defined in
. Article 6 of the INT Statute are bases particularly on the _
-S_following documents of internationsl law as rules of warfare,
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which the Usa has also aocaded to or signed: ;

" &) the 4th Hague Convention on the laws and custonms of 1and -

- warfare of 18 October 1907 including ite annexes -
convention on laws and custons of land warfare -
Convention of the Hague on terrestial war; |

U p) the Geneva Protocol on the bem of asphyxiating, poisonous
or simllar gases as well as bacteriological means in war,
- of 17 June 1925; . .

c)'the 9th Hague Uonvention on shelling by naval forcea in
time of war, of 18 October 1907;

d) the 1st, 3rd and Ath Geneva Agreemont on the Protection
of War Victims of 12 &ugust 1949; (Articles ;/19 and 24 b
and IV/13 £f and 18 f£?) |

e) the Hague Declaration on the ben on projectiles which eagily
expand or flatten in human bodies, or 29 July 1899; - -

~£) the Comvention of the protection of cultural objects during
armed conflicts, of 14 May 1954 and the

g) Reaolution of the General Assombly of the Iesague of Nations
of 30 September 1938 on the protection of the civilian
population againat air raigs.

In conformity with these legal regulations, on the basis
of . the expexrience of the militery conflicts after 1945 end with
the aim of augmonting the protection, especially of the civilian'-“
population, i :
the 20th International Red Groas conferenco in Vienna 1n
October 1965 solemnly . declared

- n its Resolutlon 28 _Protection of the Civilian P opulation
against the Dangers of Indiseriminately Waged War - that all

governmenta must observe at’ laast the following principles in
cagse of armed conflict: -

the partias dnvolved in a conflicet hava no unlimited right
in selecting the means of hamming the enemy;

= 1% is forbidden to direct atbtacks against the civilian -
popnlation as suchj



-8 difference must he made at all timas between the persons
_ participating in the hostilities ‘and the civilian population,
.. and in guokh & manner that the latter are apared as far as
poasihle; : :

'_ the general rules of the law of war are also ‘applied to
nuclear and similar arms." -

| The towns 2nd villages viaited-hy'ué could in no way-he-'-
called military targets, Neither was war material produced
‘there, nor were military objects close by.

™e anti-aircraft emplacements were situated outaida the
localities., Since the beginning of the open ageression against
* the DRV one can observe from the objects attacked that theme
crimes and their escalation wexe ayatematically planned.

. During the first stage (beginning of February until the
middle of June 1965) both the air attacks and the systematic
artlllery bvombardments by ships of the US 7th Fleet were main-

ly ddirected against targets between the 17th and 20th parallels,
 and not only against berracks, lines of commnication, ferriea
and bridges, but aleo against schoole and hoepitale.

During the second stage (middle of June until the middle
of September 1965) the targets were the same with additionmal
bombing of industrial installations, reservoire and water

- regulating gystems and entire villages south and west of Hanoi.

" In the ooursa of the thirad stage (from mid-September 1965

- until late in June 1966), the US aggressore concentreted their
air strikes on the regiona north and east of Hanoi, bombihg
‘densely populated areas, power stations and communication lines,

During the fourth etage, Hanol and Haiphong and the Red
River delta weré included into the area of operations, The main
targets dquring this stage were warehouses, dams ‘and other water
supply installations es well as - particularly from 1967 onward -
schools, hospitals, power atationa, templee, churchea and
- pagodas. . P

The following is & 1ist of the destruction of towns,



’market placea or villages which could not be Juatified by
Wmilitary necessity"s

o 1e Attacks by the American air force on the eapital of the DRV,- |
Hanoi,

Total ares of the city: ' 567 square kilometres
" Number of inhabitan‘ba. : 1,100,000 )
. HNote: The highly populated centre of the city is approximate- !
‘ ly 100 square kilometres with 600,000 inhavitents,
‘The first ettack by tactical aiveraft of the U5 Adr
Force with bombings took.place on 29 June 1966 on Hanoi~Gia
lam, It wes not on the civilian airport, but on the residenti-

.8l areas in the outer suburba. The airport is. still intact to- - |

‘day, but not a house is standing in Gia Iam. Since then, the.
. capital of the- DRV was attacked more frequently every year
with bombs or air-to-ground missiles with Amarican tectical
alrcraft, According to the report by the Investigating Com-
mission to Expose American Wer Crimes of the IRV given to
the study team on 10 February 1968 the following turvey wae

made s ' . : “~
Tity of Hemol 1966 1967  Total from 20 Jume
- - : 1966 to 31 December
. : 1967
Alr raigs 19 times 64 times 83 times
with , - (of these (of these - .
-bombing = twlce on - meveral
' . the eity = times on
centre) the city
cenxre,
e.gs in
April, Mazr,
Aug.’ Qv.,
| _ . ~ and Dec.) )
Rumber of : . S -
tactical alr~ o - . B
craft employed 200 - 1,197 1,307

/the’ US Alr

P g;r the attacka_
' orce
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 *.£692
;-_exploaivaw~
_bmms
- 29
cluster
bomhe

_ .895
exploaive
bombs '
411
eluster

bombe -
artly

$ime-~fuse

bomha

4 557 explom

~ 8ive homba

. 440 cluster
~ bombs

In spite of the partial svacuation of the pOpulation

"L:and timely precautlonary measures for the inhabitante of the

" city, the American air raide killed and injured the civilian
population and destroyed or heavily damaged housing,

1;_ churches, pagodas, sachools and hospitals, According to de~

 tails given to ‘the study team on 10 Februsry 1968 by the
" Investigating Commisaion to Expose American War Crimes on
the capital of Hanodi the following total survay up to 31 '

- December 1967 wes mades _'

_bearing the . 1
Red Cross . SRR

Mage to e . 'gogtﬁnfrggﬁs .
_persons _ . o ' ¢ o
~ and_property 1966 - 1967 . 3} December 1967
- in Henol ' | :
| Ciyiitens g e —
© killed .289: lf602 1,891
-_Giviliahh' a PTOX, approx. . . approx. ’
- wounded . - »000 . 4,200 - 5,200
| DeStro ed or :  “ B _ o
“gd | '11.31.0._'_ 3,640 4,950
dwelling houses R | |
'Daatroyed or L 3 o 5 8'
. demaged churches L - |
_ Destroyed or- ' . R o
dansged pagodas L 7 ™
' f.Dastroyed or o .
damaged hoepitels 1 2
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On 10 February 1968, the etudy team of ‘the v1etnam cem-, -
-_ m1es1on convinced itself on the ‘spot of the. following e '
"destructlon and devaetetion in the city centre of Hanois

. Quan Thanh St;eet:"cprner“building_deetroyed by & heevy_bemh.'.

Bguyen Tiep Stzeets Several buildings demaged, pagoda com- -
pletely. destroyed. The attack took place on 13 December 1966;
aix peoPIe were killed, among them three children.

| Hosgital of the Borough of Hoan Kiems mieeile attack on
21 August 1967; a physicimn and a purse were killed. 4 further
' phyeician and eeveral patients were injured.

Hue Streets Attack “took place on 22 August 1967 with aeriasl
mines and miseiles. An educational inetitution, a chemiet 8
shop and meveral other lhope were destroyed. TWenty peeple
were killed and thirty injured.

Mead Hagh De Street: Several dwelling houses in which about

100 people lived were destroyed on 22 August 1957. wo kil-
~ led (children) and eight wounded, :

Attacks by the Ameriean Air Force dn the dietrict capital
. Thanh Hoa, - .

- Total area of the dietrict town: 32 square kilometres |
- Kumber of inhabitents: 60,000

‘Notet No miiitary tafgete were situated in the'town.

The. firet attack and bombing by tactical planee of the
US Alr Force took place on 3 and 4 April 1965. From then on
the district town of Thanh Hoa was increaeingly attacked.
from year to year by American plenee ‘with bombs and air~ -
to-ground missiles and shelling from ehips of the US 7th -
Plest. Accerding to the report given to the etudy team by
the Inveetigating Commission of the Dietriet of ‘Manh Hoa
to Expose American Wer Crimes on 15 Ebhruary 1968 the fol-
lowing table was compiled. o



. Mfotal number of American aerial T
Bttecks on the urban area from - -including 186 daylight
"3 April 1965 to 31 January 1968 . - . attacks
e A , - and 131 night
o . - attacks
- ] .
The total number of bombs, missiles _ 11,828 high ex=
and artillery grenades fixed on p .plosive bombs
the urban aree | . 3,823 missiles 1
- S 280 air-to-ground
. missiles

8PpProxX. 200 naval artil-
' : lery grenades

37 cluster bombs
6 depth charges _

Total | 16 174

Notes Tiis means 508 bombs, grenades or missilea per square
- kilometre of the town area. :

Seventy-five pexr cent of the total urban area is destroyed
or completely devastated; the remainder severely damaged.
Te Lo Chum area is particularly badly affected. B
All schools are destroyed. A1l hoapitals are destroyed in
spite of the red cross insignia. :

'All churches and pagodas are deatroyed. |

Almost all industrial enterprises and craft establishmenta
are destroyed or severely damaged. S : :

On 14 E%bruary 1968 “the study team vigited the follow-
ing deatroyed buildings and residential quarters:

- Latholic conven _hit by four high explosive bomba during

- & night raid on 15 Jamuary 1968, Because of timely aire
-reid warning no people were hurt. One building was complete-_
ly deatroyed, several damaged. - S

- District hoePital No. 23 Deatroyed on 1l July 1966. &gain
attacked on 21, 22, and 23 September 1966 and on 29 January
1967 and on 4 Fabruary 1967, presumably used as target ' |
praotice for the training of young pilots. There is no other
explanation for the fact that ruins are bombed over and over -
again. The hospital had 600 beds and seven departments, 16




-:phySiciahs'anﬂiloo hurééa.lscienfific'iesearch'was'carriad
- out, but no 1nstitute -hed yet been founded. The individual

]-departments were evacuated to the surrounding villages._.*

.agxgggg Than An Attack on 15 January 1968 on two schools

) with hostels for 2 000 pupils, Complete destruction of the

'buildinga, po harm to human life, Pupils were evacuated.

:'rag da1 Destroyed on 4 and 5 Pebruary 1967,

- ggg Lo Chum: COmpletely destroyed by 100 high explosive
;bombs on 15 Jhnuary 1968. Mwenty—two people killed and 10

- wounded.

- Cemetery: Attacked and ploughed up on 4 and 5 February 1967.

The three gates deatroyed, the graves burst open, As. the
attacks on the pagoda and ‘the cemetary took place during o

‘the Tet Pegtivel, it can only be assumsd that it was intended
- to offend the religious feelings of the population.

Attacka'hw'the Americéh air force on the bther ferritdriea

of the. Province of Thanh Hoa which had no military targets,
Besidee the urban district of Thanh Hoa +the following districts
in the province were attacked again and again from 1965 to

-1968:
" Distriet © 'Beconnaissance = Aerial
R Flighte ittacks
Quang Zusng R T
‘HBa Gung - 25 . 22
Uga S . 26 - 25
-Han Dong 8on . 24 o a

Notes The village of Ten Hoa, 40 km mouth o:f manh Hoa.,

was attackad 254 times._:_.




_}:  o 1   ..1;.\ _ _. ; g 27 “ﬁ._
4. Axtacks by the Amarioan air foxce on villages of the IRV

_ a) The village of Khanh Phu in the District of Ninh Binh

Ares: : : 7.5 square kilometrea SR

Number of inhabitante: 3,819 (half of them Catholics
: - : : and half of then
Buddhista) ’

_\Agricultural area, mainly rice cultivation

The village 1s situated 7 kn frOm the neareqt road.
According to the statements of Mayor Le Van Phu , the

village was bombed on five days .during 1967 and 1968 in
g totel of . 16 waves of attack,

18t attack with high explosive homha July 1967 -
2nd attack with high explosive bombs 19 November 1967
3rd attack with high explosive bombs 17 January 1968
\4th'attack\withqh;gh explosive bombs

and cluster bombs S _ 18'January.1968'
5th attack with high explosive bombs - |
and cluster bombs o 19 Januamy 1968

Heavy loas of life, buildings and other objects. Tbtal
lossea caused from direct hits, bomb aplinters or
cluater bombes ' ,
99 dead
- 104 wounded,
- Most of the houses and atables were -destyoyed.

On 19 January 1968 American planes attacked the.
locality of Yen Ve and the fields immediately surrounding
it with cluster bombs, The result was minor damage to |
buildings; however, due 40 the surface affect of the
cluster bhombs

L, 16 people were killed and
47 seriously wounded

while at work in the rice fields.
The study team visited the village on 16 February 1968.

h) The village of Gla Thien in thse Province of Ninh Binh
Agricultural area for rice and vegetable.cultiyation.
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 me village bas ‘5751 houses and 1,785 inhabitants.
It wes attecked on 19 January 1968 by foux ﬁmerican tactical

planes of type AD 6 with 12 high explosive bombs of 2,000 .
pounds each.

The bombs dropped cauaed great damage to property (ac~ |
cording to the mayor's information, the damage to proPerty

amounted o 296,000 Dong). Of the 375 houses, 145 were
completely destroyed, eome sank into the bomb craters,

11 peOple were killed
(including 1- child)
23 were seriously wounded.

The loss of life was relatively low because most of the
inhabitants wére at work outside the village at the time
of the raid. The locality was visited by the study team

 on 16 February 1968. Up to that - time the village had been

attacked eight times,

The village of Hal Thing in the province of Nam Ha,
Agricultural area, malnly rice cultivation, Number of
inhabitants:s 7,683

The village has been attacked most often in the province

' of Nam Ha

1965 -« & attacks
1966 -~ 71 attacks
. 1967 - Bl attecks

The totel number of bombs, missiles and artillery grenadea.-
fired on ths village ares ' :

high explqaive‘bombs 903 |

gerial mines =~ s 8
 time bombs .8
clusber bomb wnits - 14
/ _miseiles - 2,987
 gdepth charges 180

artillery grenades 93
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The village is for the most part deatroyed.

- When we visited 4t all that was left of the provincial -

~ oapital of Ninh Binh wae & signpoat showing the name of .
‘the town. The provincial cepital Nam Dinh was 60 per. cent
destroyed, There is herdly a town or village in the DEV
which was not heavily demaged. The southern provinces,
“between the 19th and 17th parallels have suffered the .
most damage.

But it ds not just a question of violating individual
‘rules of war, of'isplated war crimes, These are a mani-
festation of complex, systematic crimes against the Viet-
nemese people - crimeés against humanitj ~ genocide,

I11. Crimes against Humanity - Genocide

According to Article 60 of the IMT Statute, crimes against
hamanity are defined as: lMurder, extermination,fenalavement,
~ deportation or other inhumen acte committed against sny civilian
population before or during & war, persecution for political,
recial or religious reasons.

In concretlzation and eontinuatidn'of this, the 1948 Con-
vention on Genocide,'hana'- after the éxperience of fescisnm
before and during the Second World War - the killing, physical
-~ injury end impeirment of the conditions of existence, in order
to completely or partly exterminate a national, ethnical, racial
ox religioua'gfoup of people (Article II of the Qonveniion on
+the Frevention and Punishment of Genocilde). The Convention
* demands the punishment ¢f such actions. ' |

I% is important to know the motives for the Us crimas

| against hnmanity or of genocide if one wants to pass legal and

moral judgement. Here is a statement by Bernhard Full, professor
of international relations at Harvard University, made in 1965:
*The experience gained to date showa that the support by the

- people in & revolutionary war is e first-rate factor. However,



-. 30 _, )

o

this dooo not exclude the possibility of developing completely

. new oounter-revolutionary methods where new technical or. tacti-

cal developments could make up for the support of the people, In
any cause, these idems are taken widely into conslderation for
the experiment in South Vietnam,.." (quoted from Isvestia of .
4 November 1965) This simply mesns: If a peoyle do not voluntari~
ly desist from revolution it must be exterminated so that they
dile together with the revolution. Genocide as praotiaed by the
USA in Vietnam is marked by the use of poison gas, napalm and
weapons of mass extermination;’ by the deportation and murder of
women and children, atrocities sgainst captured fighters of the

Liveration Front end their mess murder. Te director of the

Children's Institute of Meroy College, New York, William Pepper,

- estimated that about 250,000 children in South Vietnam had been

killed and _about 750,000 wounded (compare Revue Ramperts,
Januery edition 1967). In fact, most of the victims are women

- and children (according to estimates from several provinces
. covering the period from March 1965 to August 1966, they made

up. 67 per cent of those killed and 84 per cent of the wounded)..

Since 1961 poiaonous chemicals have been employed on &

-large scale. They are partly directed against the health and life

_of the people and paritly against the vegetation. Against the
p90ple, the Americans employ €S, CN, INOC, 2.4-D and adamsite,
Iately, the use of "Bz" (belongs %o the hallucinogenics) was
also observed. Herbicides are also employed for so-called
defoliation, Millions of tons of these herbicides have been
ocatterod or oprayed.\

The empIOyment of poisonoua chemicals against living orea-'
tures (hnman beings and animals) and the vogotation, led to los=-
ses in human beings and domestic animals in South Vietnam. The
Pertility of the soil was destroyed, Unfavourable effects on the’

“climate have to be expected. Through the combined use of

horbicides and napelm areas north of Saigon, near De Nang and
other places in South Vietnam are 1aid waste. : ﬁ'f

The areas contaminated with.poison inoreaoed from year to ;

yesr: | ' 5 ~
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. 1962 11,000 hectares - . = -
1963 - 300,000 hectares "
1964 . . 500, 000 hectares
1965 '.-700,000 hootarea J

In 1965 150 000 people suifered from poisoning 5ymptom3 ooo_

;V_ of various dagroeo.

_ A,furthaf and particularly disguoting aopeot of thio
ohomioal warfere 1is the uwese of poison gas.

Nguyen Khanh, one of the innumerable chiefs of tho Saigon o
puppet regime boasted that Saigon already possessed poison gases |
‘at the beginning of 1964 (Heuter, 22 March 1965). The first

i

. eignificent use of gs was on 25 January 1965 in the village of

Phu lao, province of Phu Yen. The village was attacked with high
" explosive and napelm bombs, and then gas bombs were used to '
. force inhabitants to leave their underground shelters, Thus no
~ inhabitent was spaved. The combination of poison gases and high
explosive grenades for the extermination of tge;oivilion popula-
tion is practised in South Vietnam up to the present day,
Te member of the Commission to Investigate American War
 Crimes of the DRV, Mr. Truong Ten Phat, reported to ocur delega- -
$ion on 11 February 1968 sbout the attempte by the USA to 'aestroy -
 'the basis of life and existence of the South Vietnamese popula—
“tion, io extinguieh the ethicel and morsl basis of the people,

. in order to break their will for liberty., It can be taken from

:fhio report thet the Americane use modieval mothods of torture,_

 perfected by "modern® technical refinements, on the population,

In those areas of. South ?ietnam. where they still exercise power
together with their puppets, they have divided the population
into three classes. According to their classification, peroonal
'liberties are limited or completely withdrawn. Preedom of. the
pressa and of epeech do not exist, Use of words like independence
_and neutrality is punished. Woekly anti—communist courses are -

~fcarr1ed out with the population in areas controlled by the puppet.-'

o_ government. ‘fhose who do not partioipate are puniahod. In order
to be informed’ about tho opinion, +the thinking and foeling of
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the individual citizen, an informex syﬁﬁem through so~called .
~ family stewarda was organized. If someone mekes derogatory
remarka about the puppet regime or even about the Americana, he
is to be denounced end is punished. If his remerks are not
reported and become known just the same, the family steward is

puniahed. Any member of the family may be aeleated a8 family )
ateward. _ . s : 7

For @ time, the Americans and their accomplices had certain
guccesses with such methods 1n the towns, In the countryaide, _
‘however, in the villages and settlements, they were unable %o '
break the resistance of thé people. Merefore, they began using
- naked force., The people were forced to evacuate the villages,
Villages and fields were devastated and the inhabitants resettled
. in so-called "strategic villagea" later also called . "refugee
 villages" or "villages of new 1ife", :

Mena of thousands of people became the vietims of/cruel
tortures, Cut-off breasts, mutilated genitals, cut-off ears and
noses, torn-out tongues, gquartered babies were the customary

' methods of torture, On 11 February 1968 our study team gaw &
£411m in Hanoi, made by western cameremen about tortures pexr-
petrated on fighters of the NFL. This film is a shocking docu-
ment about the crimes against humanity oommitted by the Amarican'_'
army in South Vietnam.

1. Attacka on Settlements and Livggg guarters in the DRV

_ The USA inxentionally bombed resldential areas,..It system-
atically destroyed the homes of the population and their worke—
-shopa..Mbst of them had been constructed or reconstructed afier -
~ the liberation from French colonial rule, Proof for these e
crimes exlsts everywhere in the countxy. Waether it wee in the
coalfielda at Cem Pha or the textile factories at Yam Dinh,
the US pilote applied the mame methods on order of the Pentagon:
New factories and stone-built residentiel aréas btuilt by Viet~:
© namese wcrkers under the workera' and peesants! power in the '
DRV were turnad into rubble, The policy of extermination. direct-
,ed egainst the poPulation of the DRV 1s proved bJ ths factthat

. - . . . o . ) .
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‘the most important towne of the country were time and: time o
again subjected to most severe attacks from the air; the towns
of. Phu Ly, Nam Dinh, Thanh Hoa, Ninh Binh, Bao Giang,.Yen Bai
and Son e are completely ox almost completely destroyed, Of

-~ the 30 pravmncial capitals 25 were atiacked, the majority

~ . geverely damaged and 9ix completely destroyed. Seventy smaller
;~  towns were the target of terror attacks, 39 of these were com~
"._ pletely or elmost oompletely destroyed, There are/provinces
where every community has been raided several timea.

| ~. These raids differ in the way they were carried out. On .
 the one hand the ralds were highly intensive (s large mumber of
‘planes and many different weapons emplqyed), on the other they
~were carried out over a long period. The attacks were stesdlly
_escalated from 1965 to 1967. Neither churches nor schools,
pagodas or educational institutions were spared, Up to the end
of 1966, bombs were dropped on 391 schools, 149 churches, 3
 seminaries and 80 pegodas. They caused the death of 398 pupils,
417 were wounded. Among the barbarous methods used against the
civilian population are minutely planned attacks on completely
.defenceless ‘people. In séveral places we heard from eyewitness
 accounts that American pilots attacked groups of people working
in the rice Pields (women and youth without exception) after. pre~
~ viously having carried out air reconnaissance for days and ceused
heavy losses in dead and wounded,

2, Attacks on the Economic Poundations of the IRY

On viaiting destroyed 1ocalitiea, we noted that the -
vombing was not only directed against the residential quarters ~
but . also against puhlie utilities, in oxder to make recopn_
struction more difficult for the population.

, On ths outskirts of Haiphong, which was viaited by ths .
delegation, the foodstuff factory, which solely produoe- the
fish eauvce Nuoo Nam, a metel enamelling factory for consumer
goods, a paddy mill, a vegetable oil faotory, a furniture

:-factory, shipyards for fishing vessels, & sawnill and meny I

| aimilar enterprisea aerving to Bupply the civilian p0pu1ation,
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 were attacked and dentrqyed.

Medium and 1arge size bombs turned the central market- S
lhhalls of Haiphong 1into a crater landacape._ |

The lighthouae of. Long Ghan, which ie indﬁapensable for
coastal ahi@ping and fiehing, was attacked more than 200 tines
by bombs and rocketa from the end of 1966 up to April 1967. The
1ighthouﬂa in the port of Cua Ong was also often the target of
raids, By fire with Aircraft cannons and missiles, damaged
fishing boats and eéven individual fishermen catching crabs on.
the shore were. attacked innumerable times and 80 fishing vorts
were damaged or destroyed in the Haiphong area alone, Sixty
fishermen were killed or wounded while fishing

: In the coastal area of Quang Ninh Province seven fiahing
boats were attacked Trom May 1966 to July 1967, causing the °
death of 15 fiahermen. Persants working on the fields and women -
shoyping were attacked in the aame manner with aircraft cannons
_and small miasiles. ' '

.~ The o;pen-cast coal mines in Hang Gal and Campha , which
mainly work for export, were repeatedly atitacked with high
explosive and cluster bombs, particularly during the changing
of shifte when very many workera were in the pita._

3. Attacks on Dikes and Irrigat-ion Eys-bems in- the DBV

_ Contrary to ail denlals by official American authorities,
dikes and irrigation ‘systems were deliberately attacked: 78 _
times in 1965, 314 times in 1966 and 250 times in the first half
of 1967. High explosive bombs on dikes, cluster bombs on human
' beings who tried to Prevent more extensive damage by quick
- repair - that is an obvious crime against the civilian pOpula-
| tion, against their phyaical exiatence.j ' '

: Ths delegation was shown conclusive evidence of the damage
esused hy Us bomhers on dams, dikes and irrigation systems, and

,examined photographs. documente and detailed Teports of raids‘

- In the urban and. rural district of Haiphong and the province
ot Quang Hinh numeroua flood protection inatallations were
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bombed, for inatance the dang near He, Dong, chien mhang, ‘Bien -
-GOmg, Ha Nam and Yen Hung, the pumping station at. Dai Ban and

' the dam near An Son. Some- of these dems hold back the ocean

during high tide for if cultivated land is flooded by salt watex

it 1ay5 the fields barren for seversl years. It is eharacteristic'  :

of the intentional destruction of the US that these dams were
attacked during high tide and also most of the dikes on the

‘rivers La, Me, Iam, Day and the Song gai (Red River) during

~ high water level in the rainy season. The dike which protects .

- Hanoi from the north apgainagt the flood waters of the Song Cal

- was attacked and demaged on 13 August 1966 when the water level
was at ita highest, ' ‘

- "American planes raided the Den Ihach dam on the river Ghu :
in the province of Thanh Hoa 14 times on 21, 22, and 23 August
1965, They dropped 236 high explosive hombs,

. The . river Chu is used 0 transport timber. The sluice in
the Dan Thach dam is important for water regulation both to

 drrigate the fields and also to transport timber, By destroying
‘this sluice 250 hectares of land were flooded. The fields of

three dietricts to the south of the dem could not be dirrigeted

- sufficiently anymore, Two districts situated to the north were -
“also affected as the power atation in the slulce was also
destroyed. ’ '

. According to details given by the head of the water in-

| “_atallations in the province of Thanh Hoa, Nguyen van Khang,

333 US air raide were carried out on water. installations such as
dams, dikes and sluices in the province, from 3 &pril 1965 to
31 January 1968.,_- : - -

A few days before tha arrival of our atudy team in the
provinne of Ninh Binh, dikes and irrigation systema were again
- bombed in this province, $00. Thus on 19 January 1968 the

- dikes near the village of Han Nam were attacked by American

bombers, - Sixteen 2 Ooo-pound bombs were dropped. Four direct
- hits on the dike rippea 1t open, 1eaving & gap of 60 metrea.
- _Ihe remaining 12 bomba devastated the surrounding fielda.
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4. Attaoke on . Ghurches and Pagodaa in thse DBV

Schoola, churches and pagodaa in the DRV were systematical-
-1y attacked and destroyed from the beginning of the aggression.
When the church of Ha Thach wes destroyed on 4 March 1966
"sixtyuthree people were killed.

- During the attack on the church of Hongai which is _
: gonspicuous on & hill above the town, seventeen people were kil-
- led and 30 injured. Most of them were on their way home from
ohurch or in smell houses in the vicinity of the church, We saw
the church ruins and spoke with the churca-warden, Phan Van {Juy.
. Hie two grandchildren were killed near the churoh by the air =

' pressure of detonating aerial mines and his wife lost her left

‘arm from bomb splinters in front of the underground shelter,

-Wb_were able to convince ourselves of the almost complete

- destruction of the big psgode at the harbour of Campha, We also

. sew the destroyed small pagode in Nguyen.&hiep Street at Hanoi
- which was raided on 13 December 1966,

O The intentional destruction of churches and cloisters wes
:q particularly obvious in Phat Dism, which was attacked some 200
- times., All chuxches are destroyed. The cathedral built in pagoda

style in 1888 was damaged on 10 July end 1 November 1967,
~ cemetery at FPhat Diem was. ploughed up by bombs, We saw the
' latest example of such barbarism on 18 Pebruary 1968 in Phu
" Och, province of Nam Ha. During the first hour of 14 January
. 1968, & Sunday, an Americaen plane aimed at the local church. It
dropped & number of 2 Ooo-pound ‘bombs. One of them was a direct
hit. It completely ripped off the nave, It is gquite impossible
4o speak of a "mistake" in this case as there is no military
objective in the vicinity. '

+ Attacks on Educational Institutions in tha DRV

After lihqration from French oolonialism, Soclalist cone
struction begen in' the North. The government started to organize
and set up a Socialist educational and health system in a coun-
try whioh had known neither compuleory education nor & "ociel
service aystem. The pe0ple atarted to learn to read and write,
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and many aoctors, engineera, teaoher-, pducetionalista and

. sclentists were trained in all branches of: acience with the

?'-_Paaeiatance of the Socialist countries. Many new schools end

v training colleges for teachers were wuilt., All these new educa-
+tional institutions were hnmbed from the firat.day of the US h
-aggression. _ ‘

| Our study team had the opportunity to vielt several scenes
~.of the crimes and Bpeak with teachers and pupils.-The school
. hours in the DRV are from 6.30 to 11 a.m., A systematic investiga-
© tion of air raids on schools show that they are mainly carried .
" out during instruction. '

Examgle No, 1 _ o

27 September 1967, 7.30 a.m. US planes drop cluster bomba
‘on the school in Ha Phu (Thaph Hoa Province). On 28 September
'1967 the same school was raided at the same hour with 18 high
explosive bombs of 750 pounds each and completely destroyed.
Thirty~three pupiles were killed during the iwo reids. Twenty—
two pupils and two teachers were wounded.

Examgle Nos 2

Chenistry teacher Nguyen Van Long of class 9 b in the
' third grade school (800 pupila) in Yen Hong, district of Yen,
Nam Ha Province, reported to the study team.: '

"On 10 October 1967 class 9 b had pnyeical training during .
-~ the first hour. As it rained, physical training could not be
carried out because our school had been evacuated from the
provincial capital to the village of Yen Hong. The clasa rooms
ere distrivuted in 18 houses of the village. We no longer have
a gymnasium., S0 the children and sports' teacher stayed in the
class-room, At about 7.30 a.m. we heard the nolse of engines and
murried into the undexground shelters; immediately afterwards &
geries of explosions took place in the immediate vicinity. We
hurried out of the shelder and ran t0 the house of class 9 by
The house and the underground hed received direct hits., A1l
pupils and the phyaloal training teacher, Nguyen Van Ke were _
buried under the debris. We dug them out and found the teach&r '
and 32 pupils to be dead, 18 pupils were seriously injured..
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iOne'girI’ia st1ill undex mcdiccl treatment. It was a terrible.
- pleture. An hour later, at about 8.30 z,.m., an American T€w
_ connaissance plane flew over the village, ®

PcNumber of bombs drppped: 10 of 2,000 pounds each

Emamglc No, 3
The school in Cud Bac Street in Hanoi was destroyed during
lessons on 26 Octobder 1967. -

Purther, we wers able to see the destroyed schoola, kinder-'w
gartens and créches in the miners® ‘settlement at Ho Tu (Quang
Ninh Province)

_ In this completely destroyed locality we saw the rubble
of the former library and the palace of'culture.-

We met many children who had been injured by time—fuse
"cluster bombe., According to the reports of varilous teachers and
educationalists, the US pilots dropped the time ‘bonmbs: during
the night at places through which the children had to pass on
‘their way to school. The bombs were set %o explode at the time
when thc children were gcing to school.

6, Attacka on the Regd Gross and the .‘Public Health Service of
- the DRV | : .

. Since the beginning of bombing raids on North V&etnam, _
the US plenes systematically attacked public health institue .
tions like hcspitals, first-aid ataticns, sanatoria, scientific
- inatitutes ang. pharmaceutical factories 4n obvious escalation

. of these railds could be hoted from February 1965 (in February
- 1965 fcur hsalth institutlons were attacked, 7 in March, ll in '
April and May, and from June to August 72). Thc syatem of " the
attacks can be noted from'the fact that they were concentrated
o deatrcy the central prcvincial hospitals and’ 1arge speci«-\w

- alized hospitals,

| The whole public health system of the mw which is a model’
. for the whole of SOuth East Asia, had suffered aeverely under
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. the bombings - banned bw international eonventiona. among the
;deetroyed public health inetitutione are two world—renowned
- medlcal research and treatment centress the Leproey Research
Institute with rehabilitation ward in Quinh Iap and Hoepital ]
and TB-Research Institute ‘in Thanh Hoa, It is a proven fact
that the Red Croee gigns were completely ignored during the
raide on the large tuberculosis hospital in Tanh Hoa with 1te
600 beds and the leprosy eettlemen'b of Quinh Iap with 2,600
places. Both inetitutione are gituated at a dietanee from large
traffic reutee or military objecti?es. The - 1eprony settlement
of Quinh Iap was attacked 39 times altogether from 12 June 1965
to 30 July 1966 and completely destroyed, Even the new emergency
centre, near the village of Quinh Lap, for the 1eprosy patients
who had been eaved, wag repeatedly attacked. In the couree of _
.'the raide, 172 of the patients and membere of the medieal eteff
were killed and 156 1njured. ‘ : :

- Another example of intentional raide on puhlic health

' inetitutions is the destruction of the provincial hospital of

Yen Bai. On ite premisee are a medical school, & hygiene centre,
.'diepeneeriee for the protection of mother and ehild, fer QO
bating tubereuloeie, for combating trachome and ekin dieeaees.
_.Thie health centre, which covers an area of half a equare kilo=
. metrey is aleo situated four kilometres from the town of Yen Bai.
© Thirty tuildings were hit, 58 people, mainly doctors, nurses,
‘medical students. and. atudent nurges, were killed and 10 injured.
The raide took place on three lucceasive daye, on 9, 10, and

1 July 1965, le8ey 'I:hey started on the dey after the destruetion
- of the tuberculosis centre of Thanh Hoa and hardly three weeks

after the hombing 0f the leprosy centre of Quinh,lap and the
provineial heepital of Bae Thai in the mountain region. From
this alone it cen be coneluded that the attacks on the publie
'health centres were deliberate and systematic,

The raide aleo oontinued efter the DRV‘hinietry of Health
Uand numerous eye-witneeeee and medical and acientific pexr-
eenagee from all over tee world had. sharply protested: ageinet

o thiﬁ crime, mhe US hombera deetroyed 127 public health. in— -
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o atitutione in 248 raide from Anguat 1964 to- Auguet 1967. TWenty—5
four of the 30 provincial hoepitale, with 300 to 500 beds each, -
‘Were deotroyed. About one £ifth of all distriot hospitala (39
T dn number), with-50 to 70 beds each, are destroyed. Nine epeci—_
alized hoepitaln and eanatoriuma and a Scientific institute -
‘were bombed.

We saw the deatroyed tuherouloeie centre in Thanh Hoa,
- the deetroyed hoapitala dn Hong Gai, the destroyed tubercular
- hospital inlhd@hong, the destroyed children's hogpital in Hai-'
: phong, besides numeroue deatroyed speller first-aid and out- '
patient stations as in Hau Thu  (Quang Ninh Provinee), in Yen
Bai near Hanoi. We also visiteq the hoapital of CGdmpha, which.
f.wae gituated in caves after having ‘been degtroyed, After the
American air reconnaissance had determined that the building
was a hospital it was immediately attaoked with high explOeive
" and cluster bombs. P
The delegation saw the traoee of the raid and heard Y-
witness acoounte. : :

Dooentralization of medioal servioea, underground eheltera
and. the highest personal dedication of the medical staff have
no doubt, prevented the breskdowinof the public health system
and the outbreak of epidemice. But that does not ohange the

'.oharacter of the ¢r ime,

hY

The study team drews the following eonclueione from the
violatione of the Red Cross. Convention, which it has seen:
- The USA not only aimed to kill the population with bombe,
rockets and air cannons, but, moreover, they tried to prevent
any aid for the wounded. They thus brought about the danger of
epidemioe, with the aim of undermining puhlic health. Thig
method of warfere differs only in form from the eoatterlng of .
_ hacteria and other meane of bacteriological warfare. '



:tion Gharacter. Used agginat the Oivilian ngulation of the:

Ever since the beginning of ite aggresaion, tha USA has
employed completely banned weapons in the DRV - particularly
against the clvillian populstion. The main types are cluater

 bomba and to & lesser extent napalm, In South Vietnam, toxic
""gases were uﬂed ageinst the population and the forces of the
NLF., &t thé. same time warfare agents were used which laid

- waste whole regions, The use of newly developed or. improved
weepons geve the war against the Vietnamese people not only

" the features of an exerciee, hut also the character of an ex—
periment. . |

.

a) MMM o

3 nel bombs) sgainst the DRV, The constructional principle and
o the effects of these new types of arms violate international
' law and in particular the Hague Declaxation of 29 July 1899.
This declaration bans projectiles which expand or flatten
in_the humen hody.. .

The USA has ateadily increased the maaa destructive
effect of the cluster bomb, e.g., by time fuses, by in-
creasing the number of'individual bombs and by meking the
 pellets of plastic instead of steel. The plastic pellets can
hardly be recognized on the X;ray photograph. ‘This greatly ‘
' _hampers medical assist&nae. “ -

The delegation was able to. convince itself of' the
dangerousness of this weapon and 1ts violation of interna--'
~tiona1 law by means of photographa, eye-witnesa testlmony, _
_the inspection of the organs of killed ‘personsy, an” examinan _‘3'
ftion of medical report aheeta and Xpray £ilms, '

RICHEE ‘e’ cluster bomb unit containa 500 to 650 cluster bombs .

similar 4n shape to a medium sizeq orange. Bach of them con- -
bains approxinately 300 steel or plastic pellets with a dla-

_ meter of 6.5 mm., The plastic pellets are filled with poison.

Since 1966 the US Air Force is using cluster bombs (anti—personn__\
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- The area whieh can be covered hy a. elueter bomb unit drepped
" from medium height is 250 x 1,000 metres, mherefore, a plane

ean kill a2ll unsheltered people on a square kilometre by four
¢luster bomb unite. mhe deetruetive effect was increased

':etill further by the combined use of high explosive and

elueter bombs._.

. The inguriee by the hlunt pellete ~ deformed on strlking

, bones - cerreepond to injuries caused by dum-dum bullete.

The traek of the ‘pellet is three to four times as wide a8

‘the diameter of the. ‘pellet, Eones are smashed, blood vessels

torn and several pellet tracks are produced by the rebound
in bony eavitiee “(skull, %herax, epinal cord}. The moet o
numeroue vietims of this deadly weapon were peeeant wemen

'on the fielde, .people shopping in the markete, workers in

~ the open air (open~cast mining, road building, horticulture,.

fishing, ealt-mining) and childven on the way. to schools -
Raids with cluster. bombs took place usually during ehange

of ‘shifte, at the ‘beginning of school hours, during chureh

e_eervicee, when fishermen came aehore and at merket timee,,

_:1 G alwayB_ when. a- g_amerlﬂb of people could be expecteds .,

; b)_Ineendiery ﬂeepene

VErieue incendlary hembs (and gren des) were used eince

i*1965. &ecording to the press, the USA spent. 40 million dol="""

‘lars for the . further development of napalm in 1967 alone.\

'_aﬁhe following were ueed from 1965 to 1967:

. = phosphorous bombs (known elnce the Second World War),
7 = napalm bomhe (kncwn since the Second World War); -
© = metallic napelm eemhinetiona (new US development, now be- -

ing tested in Vietnam),

new develoPment or fuxther development of magneeium in-;
eendiery bomhe._ o -

Sinee 1965, nepalm hasg mainly been ueed in South Viet- ;f o
-nem ~ but in several caeee also in the north of fthe country.

On 15 July 1966, for inatance, American planee poured napalm o




. over the village of Ngulﬁﬁuy in Quang Bink Province. A% the
- aame time they shot at the peasants fleeing from the village
. .end dropped cluster bombs on ‘them, - S

~ The injuries by incendiary weapons like napalm, phos-
'phoroua, thermite and magnesium bombs are particularly serlous.
Examinatlons of p90ple who had been killed by napalm showed
thet death had mostly been caused not by the burns alone but
above all the carbor monoxide gases which arige from the ex-
plosion, The carbon monoxide gases paralyze the humen being
and make it impossible for him to flee from the: fire zone and :
bring himself to safety.

« The type of weapons and the way they are used;

- = the ralds on institutiona of publio health, housing areas,
churchea, pagodas and irrigation syltems;

= the systematic development and purposeful use of cluster
and nepalm bombs - weapons which ere completely banned -

do not permit the slightest doubt of the intention and
determination of the US government to exterminate the Viet- j
'_ nemese people, L : - :

The proof that the USA oonaoiously perpetratea genocide
can also be taken from & number of statementa by prominent
rePreaentatives of the ruling class in the United Statos.~._
The world wag shocked most hy Gene ral LeMay's statement , :

~that the USA should "bomb (North Vietnam) beck into the stone .

~age" (quoted from Aussenpolitik, Freiburg im Breisgau. Noa o
~ 5/1967, pege 273). Tais expression ie. no individual_example.

The former supreme commander of the US armw of intervention '
dn Saigon, Genexral wostmoreland, nade & very similar state-.

‘ment to the British journalist Donald Wise, when he saids.

. "We have written off this generation of Vietnamese..; Ve
shall force the enemy, with eomplioated arms which he oannot
.afford t0 plead for mercy." (Dailx Mirror, 24 Maroh 1965,
retranelated from the. Genman) : :
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_ ™wo years later Generel Westmoreland said in a presa
interview, that the Americans would exert & "maximom pres-—
sure® for so long end by-all available means, "antil Hanoi .
recognizes that its country is bled white to the brink of
catastrophe®, (&ssociated Freee, Saigon 14 April 1967, re-
translated from the German) A little later, officers of his
ataff who act as advisers to dictator Thieu, told American
journaliate: "Every useful taerget should be destroyed. Hanol
should feel every bit of the capebility of the Americans to
bomb Norih Vietnam out of existence," US News & World Repozt,

118 September 1967. page 39) - |



- 45 -

o
e N

tive committee of the Union of Jumists of

¢ 'mhé”US éggression in Vietnam ) crime agaigst Peac
January 1970 . _ _

o The fundamentel fact to be considered in an analysis, of
~the Vietnam war from an espect of internationsl law is that the
United States of America as one of the greatest military powers
* of our time is conducting a war againet the Vietnameee people
and their state, political and military establishments (em~
"~ bodied by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam end the Provisio-
~ nal Government of South Vietnam,) and thereby is intervening in
~ an unparalleled way in the life of this nation of 30 million
~ people and preventing them from exercising their due right of
self-determination as derived from international law. Since
modern international law has as ite subject the regulation of
interstate relations and with regard to the right of self-
. determination of the peoples even the basie orgenization of their
relatione, the war conducted by the USA .
. in Vietmam raises the question of principle ae -to what at all
. gives the United States of America the yight to carry out mili-
tary actions in that country from which it is separated by a
mighty oceen? Present-day international law allows states out-
side the organization of the United Nations only two possibil-.
ities to employ military force: dindividual or collective’ self-
defence, which muat be preceded by an armed attack against a
- state or a group of states, the combaiing of which, however,
is not assumed by the Security Councdl,t '

o e questlion of whether the USA is involved in a case of

. Aindividual self~defence has been brought forward neither in the
. literature nor by the USA itself, since it is quite absurd éven
. to consider the question of a Pearl Harbor ceused by Vietnam.,

. fhe political end ideological resourse on the part of the USA
%0 a case of individual self-defence towerde the Vietnamese

. . peoples is thus simply excluded with regard to the persons .

- responsible foi this US aggression.
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In view of the above established bvagic situation of inter-
_ national law there remains for the USA - since the case of
- individuel self-defence is out of consideration from the vgry
outset - theoretically only' one way out to Justify its military
presence and activity in Vietnam Juridically. 1t must nolens
 volens bring into play the right to gollective self-defanbe if
it does not want to appear - a priori and obvious for. every-.
body - an & power which has subscribed 4o a policy of force
which is just es inconaiderate as it is open. Since the ruling
circles of the USA do not want to charge themselvea with a viola-
tion of 1nternational law they in fact go this road by appealing
to the right of collective aelf—defence which they are allegedly

© making use of in Vietnam,?

But this argument is coupled with & quite decisive weak—
' ness. ‘The picture of the USA given in the memorandum of the
Department of State, of the United States grantlng unselfish

'-'aid t0 a militarily threatened stats in its &ruggle to preserie

its own independence dbes not agree at all with the realitiea.

In simple fact the material and legal prerequisites do not exist _
in Vietnam which could be referred to by the USA to justify

8 resultlng right to collective aelf—defence.

The prerequiaites demanded hy present-day international
law for the application of this right - in agreement with what
has been presented ahove - are clear and simpla: '

First: There mus be a state which could be the object of
- an armed attack and which could be granted to aid by other |
‘statesy ' :

secona: There must: in fact be a military (armed) attack .
against this existing atate. Neither condition is to ‘be found
. in Vietnemese reslity (this will be gone into in the following
' .expoaition), 80 that there is no legal bdbasis for the United
States being able to make use of military force 1n Vietnam in
_accordance with interneticonal law, Nox do the nacessary prereq-- =
uisites for this come into being by the fact that thedr ,
_ ”“exiatenqe is repeatedly alleged by the USA, as is+done 1n the
- quoted memorandum ‘of the us Secretary of State and 4n other-“
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atatementa 1n thﬁ American preaS.

- If ths historical facts are examined with their irreversible- .

_,melevance in international law the following haaic state of af—-
ffairs emsrges. - - '

- In 1954 -~ when the USA began 1ts direct 1ntervention in
“the internal affairs of the Vietnamese nation - - there was only -
- one v1etnamese state. the Democratic Republic of Vietnan, which.
came into existence in September 1954 as a result of the entire

- Vietnamese pe0ple exerclsing their right of self—determination._-

= In the agreements arrived at in Geneva in 1954 the DRV
was legally assured*that with the all-Vietnameae electiona to
bs held two yeaxs 1ater, that is in 1956, the estahliahment of
 the state unity of the Vietnamese people would be definitively :

completed and that for thie reason no new = second - Vietnamese.ﬁ"'

state wes to be established for this short period 1n the south— -
ern zZone of the country. - - .

: Thewe two basic facts cause the juridical conatruction
‘developed by the United States - that it was granting ald to &
- militerily attacked state within the framework of the right to
collective aelf—defence - to collapae like & pack of cards and
'the polltlcul events 1n South Vietnam to appear as what they
_actualxy are: a conaequence of the intervention or. aggression -
‘by the USA in Vietnam in violation of international law, declered
- to be contrary both to general international law and the Geneva
Agreement of 20 July 1954. For it wag ‘the USA.which established
& puppet regime subject to it since 1954 by mesns of continued
intervention in the internal affairs ol the Vietnamese people., e

The “cry for help™ for military assistance against. the Ngge
greasive" noxth on the part of this puppet regime was to veil

ita own intervention and aggresaion. In‘the following sections
' we shall go 1nto the abova—mantionsd state of affairs more.
_;closely. - :

-~ The year 1945 wes not only a time when a number of Euro-
pean nations threw off the yoke of foreign oppreasion, it was \
- for the Vietnamese people, too, 8 year of great nationnl deci— |



eions. In August of thet year the people of v&etnam rose after L
decades of’atruggle again-t the colonial_aomination establish-
od in the country in the 19th century> - exploiting the defeat
of . 1mperialist Japan and the militery weakness of the old
colonial power France for national liberation = in a revolution
whose most -important national result wag the foundation of the
D&mocratic Republic of Vietnam on 2 September 1945.4

This significant event was the congeguence of the seizure
of poldtical power in the whole of Vietnam by the national
liberation.movement, by the Viet Minh. The seizure of political
. power by’ the Viet Minh had its. beginning in the noxrth of Viet-
nam, in Tonking (Bac Ky); on 19 August 1945 the provisional
_government ariaing out of the Viet Minh took over power in Hanoi.
The people's power then spread quickly via. Annam (Trung Xy) to
the south, to Cochin China (Nam Ky). Already on 25 August 1945
the people of Saigon united in & mighty demonstration in fronmt
of the_buildings of the 01d colonial power under the banner of
the new politicel power (the red flag with the yellow star),
in order to greet the seizure of péwer on behalf of the new.

- provisional government by a. commities of the Viet Minh, The new.
power hed only to fight some skirmishes with the Japanesa
troops still in the eountry, afterwards the liberation movement
-had power ‘throughout the whole country, in the north a8 well as
the south of Vietnam.’ -

The shift in power-which'had come about in the country
“wan for instance: expreeaed by the abdiocation of the Emperor of -

-‘_Annam Bao Dai on - 23 hugust 1945; two deys Iater he - under the

*_fpressure of the masses - even handed over the aymbol of the 016 _
imperial power at & mass politlcal rally ‘the -erown jewela -
to the chairman of the Viet Minh, Tran Huy Lieu.6 That 8F il

' bolically freed the road 6 the foundation of & new democratic

state in Vietnam, The Central Oommittee of the- Viet Minh gave

expression in those days to this internal consequerce of the

__'national liheration struggle of the Vietrnamese people undexr the
- leadership of the Viet Min.h hy mﬂking the hiatorically :lm- EE
-portant deolaration: - L
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"The Democratic Republic of Vietnam is founded. Our
chaine have been broken. At long last, we are ex- ST
periencing days of joy throughout the country, days of - .

_~ happiness and liberty: after the long years of FTeneh A

fnolonial domination."7

\

. The Vietnamese people, after e etruggle with meny pPrivew
tiona, finglly succeesfully exercised their right to self-
_determination and established their national, independent etateqf
From the standpoint of international lew this sovereign act of
. +the Vietnamese nation was of the greatest importance- as bearers ;'
~-of the right of self-determlnation they created an indepeﬂdent
atate out of the organs of the national liberation movement.
From[the point of view of international law this state wag from
the very moment of its establishment the orgen competent for the
sovereignty over the entire territory of Vietnam - also over
that part of Vietnam which de facto was not yet under its. power
or which was again torn out of its power.. )

_' The founding of the state in September 1945 in Vietnem wae-

borne by the will of the entire Vietnamese nation; therefore, "
" _since that moment the eovereignty of the Democratic Repuhlie of

- Vietnam extended ae ‘jure over the entire territory inhebited by

. the Vietnamese nation. The presence of British and Chinese troops

for the purpose of dlsarming and transporting” Jepanese militery

- units etlll An V‘:l.etnam8 can thus never be assessed as 2 cir-
cumstance which .could call into question the sovereigaty of the B
- DRV arising out of the self-determination of the. Vietnamese peoyle _-;f
'over the whole of Vietnam, nor could the la ter intrueion of the C
French legally change thie situation.

. With the recognition of the right of tne‘peoPlee to selfw
”determination in the Charter of the United Netions (Articles 1
- and’'55) the principle .of self-determinetion of the peoples was
‘given -the.character of a generally recognized norm of inter- *
national. lawg, which confers legality in international law from. -
;thi& time on to the -truggle of all peoplee - end therefore aleo

" to the national struggle of the. Vietnamese peOple ~ for the

h establishment of their own,y independent gtate. This norm, Mnorem
g over, legally protected the Vietnamese people and their state



fergene-againet any new. attempt hy.imperieliet;powereftq eall .
-theuexiateeee:ef_the_netional_etate:1nte_queetiQn.onee’it.hee-
_been established, After the right of the peoples to self- -

”i-ﬂ determinetien having been established as a generally recognized

. norm of preeent-dey internetionel law any attempt to torpedo

'ei Vietnameee eelf—determination, once this stage of development

hed been attained, represents a striking breach of interw
national law - irreepective of the form of Such an ettempt._t-

. The old eolonial power in Indochina -~ France - was but

1itt1e impressed in. 1945-46 Yy thie new situation in interna-
tional law, Already in eutumn 1945 it mede the illegal ettempt
- to etrengle the young Vietnemeee etete and reetore the old

_colon:al exploitation in that country. The Vietnamele p90p1e
~brought about the failure of thie £irst offence against the
'-eovereignty and territorial integrlty of the DRV'hy energetic
reeietance to the French troope. In addition they went to the _
'polle on 6 Januery 1946 to elect a national eesembly and thereby
'additionally strengthened the political power of the republic |
founded in Septemher 1945._' '

" On the baeie of this military and politicel success of the -
~ young Vietnamese republic France. finally had t0 agree to- negoti-'
_ations which the DRV could usé to consolidate the position of -

thie young Vietnamese state in international lew, The Paris
government had to atteet t0 the independence of the Democretie
Republic of Vietnam in the agreement concluded en 6 MErch 1946
 between France and the IRV: ' _ - .
'"The Prench government recognizee the Republic of Viet—-_
nam a8 a free state which possesses its own government, -
ita own parliament, its own army and its own financea and

which is & part of the Indochineee Federation and of the
French Union." 10 ,

mhe internationel etatue of the Demoeratic Republic of -
Vzetnem wag thereby uneguivocally and irrevereibly fixed (a0
. far as the Vietnamese people did not. themselves determine & new f
?'_etetue in internetionel law)s ' :

- Ehe BRV‘wee now eleo recognized ae an independent etate,_
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as. a luhject of international law, by the old colonial power
France, but joined et £irst the French Repuhlic in‘a relation—
_ ahip similar to a confederation.ll

In Article 1 of the.treaty of 6 March 1946 the French gov-
ernment undertook the obligation to respeot the will of the
Vietnameae peOple concerning the ir declsion on the uniflcation
of the three Ky (Nam Ky or Cochin Ghina, Trung Ky or Annam,

" Bae Ky or Tonking) into a territorial and state entity.

kY

The corresponding will of. the Vietnamese pe0ple Just
recognized by France was then proclaimed in Article 2 of the
'constitution of the IRV adopted in Novembetr 1946: The three -
regions were in future t0 be: indlvisible. The people of Vietnem
haed thus created in implementation of their right to self-
datenmination an externally and internally democratic and
united Vietnamese state - against the resistance of imperialist
and coloniel forces - a state which could elaim for itself the
protection of present-day international law like any other state.

The leading imperialist cireles of France, however, did not
stop at the first offence (autunmn 194)) against the DRV. Yhen
they felt themselves to be stronger militarily and believed they
had more chance of success with a second attempt to strangle the
new state, they began an open war against the Democratic Republie |
~of Vietnam in December 1946, The Vietnamese people unflinching-
ly took up the .fight againet the 0ld colonial power France under
the leadership of the Viet Minh and in the course of long and
hard battles could retaln 90 per cent of the country under their
own control and soveréignty. Finally in summer 1954 France “had
to emccept its decisive militery defeat-at Dien Bien Phu and
declare its readiness to cease military operations. On 20 July
1954 the commander-in-chief of the vrmed forces of the Preach
Union &nd the commander-in—chief of the People's Army of Viet-
nam, who was at the same time Deputy Ninister of Defence of the
Democratic Republic. of Yietnam,_sibned the agreement oh the ces-
sation of hostilities between the two parties.'? The cease-fire
agreement - & legal treaty in international leaw Dbetween the
suhjacta in interndtional law France and the Democratlc Bepublic




© of Vietnam ~ bad the sole function of confirming the cessation
- of Oparations'and establiahing regulationa'for the practleal.
implementation of this intention of the two. partiaa._It _

‘“brought about - that unambiguously emerges from the entire
content of the treaty - no new legsl effects concerning the

='basie position of the IRY in international law, That could _
not take place becaume the treaty: was signed hy a representa—
tive of -the DRV governmenm with full powers, With its aignature
on the eease-fire agreement France again. recognized the ex-
istence of the DRV as an independent state.

. we recall the following regulations as tha moséfimportant
. provisions of this agreement:

l. 4 military demarcation line was to be drawn at the 17th
parallel, behind which to. the south the French and’ t6. the
north the Vietnamese troops were to be withdrawn;

24 8 demilitarized zone was to be established extending Pive
kilometree north and five kilometrea south of the 17th
parallel"

- 34 ‘the regrouping of the trOOpe of the two paxties ‘had to take
' place in precisely fixed. stages.'

b neither of the parties was permitted to introduce new and
additional troops into the regrouping zonea; the shift in
- exlsting troops wes exactly atipulated and was to be con—
trolled; ' . .
5. the regrouping zones could ndt'be'affiliatad.to any of thﬂ;
then existing military alliances,-_ o e

6. the regrouping zones could not be expanded into_foreign
military bages; . '

T during the period from the coming into force of the agree~
ment until the conclusion of the regrouping of troops clivil-
ians could shift from one zone to the other; = -

' 8. neither of the parties could threaten civilians with repris~
- @ale Juat because they had taken part in. the. hostilitiea;
thay ‘were to be granted all demooratic"civil liberties;
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9. the withd:re.wal of all French troops should be completed by
‘the termination of the transitional ‘period from- 1954 to 1956 .

i These apd ell other supplementary measuree bore & primeri-
1y military and organizational character. This becomes especiala

- ly eclear from the fact that the southern and northern zones on

both sides of the 17th parallel were not designated and con-
sidered &8s parte of newly arisen states but Solely and alone
iz the sense of the cease-fire agreement as regrouplng zones. .

- That the partiee 4id not have the intention to £ix the
frontlera of two Vietnameee states is ehown further by Artlcle' |
14 of the agreement; it clearly expresses the intention of the
pertiee of not intending to destroy the unity of the Vietna~
‘mese state with tae enforcement of the. cease~fire; rather it
.was emphasized that in the near future elections were to be
held fwhich will implement the uaity of Vietnam", 13

Moreover, this agreement between France and the DRV*wae
connected with Amtiole 7 of the concluding declaration of the
Geneva Conference of 21 July 1954.14 It assured the Vieinamese
people and the state orgens existing at thet time, that is,

‘the government of the DBV, that the elections will be held for
the definitive establishment of the unity of the repuhlic in
1956 under the supervision of an international commission,

from July 1955, finally, relevagt negotiations for the prepara~
tion of these elections were to be undertaken between the
representatives of the two zones - that is, in fact between the
representatives of tle DRV and France or poeeible eucceeeore15

In order from the very beginning to remove the heeie for
any attempt to make a false judgment of the line between the
two regrouping zonss, which might be made after 1954 (and in
. fact was), the participating states in the Geneva Conference
determined in Article 6 of their concluding declaration that
the military demaroation line is only temporary end is undex ho .
ciroumetancee to- be interpreted as a political or territorial
frontier" '

It ie induhitably cleer on the baeie of theee provieions
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. that the militery demarcetienlline on the 17th parallel*wae
solely a previeienel separation line erected ‘between the troops
‘of Prance and the Pecplets Army of Vietnam, but would be and was
.50 be automatically annulled by the intended political measures

~ the e¢lections of the Vietnamese people for a national eelembly
representing the whole of Vietnam. -

‘When the right of the Vietnemese people to eelf-determina-
tion is compared with the agreements of the Geneva negotiastions
it is obvious that the government of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam made a compromise with Frence in the cease-fire agree-~
ment. The recognition of the unity of Vietnam as the state
representation of the Vietnamese netion at the time and of ite
state created on 2 September 1945, which from 1956 was to o
effectively exereiee power over the entire territory inhebited
by tae Vietnamese people was an inalienable element of thie o
 compromise; without the recognition of thie basic demend the
conclusion of the Geneva Agreement would be ecarcely_conceiveble.'
At 8 session of the Central Committee of the Party of Working
People of Vietnem on 15 July 1954 Ho Chi Minh formulated the at-
titude of the party on the gquestion of the establishment of
regroupment zones and the militery demereetion line connected
with it as follows: '

‘" marking of the regroupment zones for the armed forces
does not mean the divisilon of our country, it is only a
provisional meaeure for completing the reunifieatien of -
the country." 16
The bee;e demands of the Vietnemeee aide outlined here
finally had to be eeeepted at the- conecluding sesegion of the
Geneva Conference on 21 July 1954, and the states approving
~ the concluding declaration pledged nto reepeet the eevereignty -
end independence, the unity and territorial integrity of Cambo- -
dis, laos and Vietnam and to refrain from any interference in
their internsl affairs”.'? .

In eummary the follewing eituation in Vietnem emergee for
the yeere 1954 to 1956 a8 stipulated in internetienal egree- _
mente. , ol | S R 3



- France and the. states participating in the Geneva con- o
- ‘ference respect the- right to self-determination of the Viet-. -~
'rﬁ,nameae‘p90ple and assure them that thoy will 1live in 2 united,
independent and sovereign Viethamese stata es from 1956.

: o The regulatlons agreed upon between France and tne
\Democratic Republic of Vietnam in the ceaoeufire agreement of

' 20 July 1954 create no basically new relations in international
law but refer aolely to the prectical enforcement of the ‘cease~
fire, after the enforcement of which the Vietnamese people can .

. prepare themsalves for the holding of free elections, as a

| ~vesult of which all parte or Vietnam will- he under & united andif
independent Vietnameae state power. '

T France concludes the cease-fire agreemenﬁ w1th the
Ibmocratic Repuhlic of Vietnam and thereby neceasarily
recognizes the IRV as the only Vietnamese state, which up to
1956 is in & position to exercise its factual sovereignty only "
oover part of Vietnam but in whick from 1956 all ‘parte of the
Tcountry are to be united in one state.- \

_ - Until the.final unification of the country in 1956 - |
_that isy for a period of only two. years - no _new: second Viet- o
- namese state is to come into existence in. the soutnern zone of -

Vietnan, ' — '

mhat is &’ compelling and extremely 1mportant concluaion
which primarily erises out of the fact that the. ‘line on the-
17th parallel was only a provisional demaroation line oerving

- militery purposes and that from 1955 the preparatlona for all- .
. Vietnamese eleotions ware to be hegun, a8 & result of which the;

unification of all perts of Vietnam in the Demooratic Republic |
_ of Viotnam was to be. completed. ' :

: The last two atatementa are of apecial aignificance for
_the asseaSmont in international law of developmenta in Vietnam
- since 20 July 1954; thsrefore, a. few 1mportant oonsiderations o
- from the point of view of international law ahould ba added to

o After fhs heginning of tte militamy actions in 1946 Franoe'



4—3ﬂhad eought to establish & Vietnameae counter-governmant under

- the leadership of former Buperor Bao Dai in parts of the IRV
. ocoupiled by ite troops as a result of an aggression;la it even
 ‘signed & treaty with the representative of this "government" on

4 June 1954 on the "“independence" of Vietnem.'? But this treaty -
never became reality in Anternational law, becsuse it - a treaty
requiring ratification ~ was never ratifigd by the partiea._
'Finally Trance had to abandon its plans on the international
law level, for it concluded on 20 July 1954 the cease-fire .

* agreement with the government of the DRV without involving ite

puppet regime in this treaty. In this agreement the twe cone -
tracting parties nmade themselves responsible inm international

law for its enfOrcement - the DRV for the . northern part and

France forx the southern part of Vietnam. Linked with the provi- -
sions of the concludmng Geneva declaration on the preservation

of +the unity of Vietnam, the recognitlon of 1te sovereignty,

- independence angd territorial integrity this act indicates that
 the French Bepuhlic declared ite renunciation in international
law -of setting up a second Vietnamese state alonuside the |
. Democratic Republic of Vietnam and to obiain international and
natlonal recognition for 1ﬁ;

There is no doubt that this concrete behaviour of the
'_French Republic had a positive significance politically and
from the point of view of international law, On the other hang -
it nmust be recalled. in this cannection that concerning. Vietnam -
an international law situation had developed. irrespective of
that, a situation which hever offered a platform for France
.juridiéally td~éreate e second "Vietnamese" state, As. élready
_ _stated, wnen France unleashed its nec~colonialist predatary
- war in Vietnam in 1946 the Democratic Republic of Vietnan.
‘existed. It existed an All. Vietnamess state which the Viete =
namese people had created for themaelvg; in free self-determing~
tion = in the nationel liberation revolution of the summer of .

"0 1945, As & result the territory inhabited by tue. Vietnamese

~ people was glearly subject de Jure to the sovereign territory .
" -of the DBN;?Q after the rQQOgnition of the pe@ples' right of

P
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self-detemmin&tion and ‘the prohibition of the use of force in . -

the United Nations Charter the military attack by France on =

'
|

the DRV can be considevsd only ms an offensive war in violabion

of international law, as’'an aggreaaion. But this could not

".create for the aggressor state Francé any rights in. internatio-

nal law concerning the illegitimate — but de facto - occupled

weglon of the DRV. Insofar as it is assumed that France may

have had rights in Vietnam in international law before the -

August revolution, they were quite certainly extinguished with

the foundation of the DRV in September 1945 in agreement with

the right of self-determination of the peoples. The French
- Republic was entitled on these grounds neliher Yo a new an- .
-nexation-of.the-Vietnam&ge.territory occupied by it, nor 4id it

have the right to establish a "government" dependent on it to

- whioch France could grant the quality of being an independent

n"gtate ",

Since a war of aggression ig forbidden by international
1aw, all other measurea of the aggressor state ~ and this is an
unavoidable conaequence of this prohibvition - directed et the de
facto securing of the territory. "acquired" by aggression, exert

- no ceonstitutive effect in international lew, The evidence of

this juridical connectlon requires no further explanation, Thes
state practice, which was introduced into international law

-under the term "Stimson Doctrine", and had bheen developed after

the ImiandAKeIlOg Pact had comeé into force, was based not least

on this concept. When Japan occupied parte of China in 1931 -
and there "established" the puppet Mendchukuo state, the majori- '

ty of_the then existing states and the league of Netions re-
fused to recognize'this regime - precisely on the'grounds that

. the establiahment of this regime .as & "state" wae the- direct
':result of Japanese aggression and 1nterventlon.

22
this event the states of the anti-Hitler coallfion -in the

period of the Second Vorld War denied the fascist aggressions .
“and theirwdirect consequences any constitutive effect in dinter-
 national law, Through the recognition of the peoples’. right to
self-determination and the prohfbition of the use of force in

AnalOgous to
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L the United Natione Gherter the abeve-descrihed juxidieal con—
nection between ‘the illegality of aggreeeive aetione and the .

. Juzidical nullity ¢f the de facto measures to eecure them on

- the part of the aggressoxr has undoubtedly wen importance frOm
the etendpeint of 1nternetional law, It is 1mpeeeib1e to paee,
‘over this connection in establishing aggressive acts; there~!
- fore, it must aleo be applied to the war of aggreeeion wi-

i 1eaehed by France in 1946 and ‘the attempt to create & French
epuppet regime - declared a8 a second "Vietnamese" goverument.,
That means that even it Franee with its. cellaborator Bao Dai

had concluded the above~named treaty with a formally neces-

o eary ratification the illegitimaey of such & regime in terme .
o of international law would not have been doubted. These con-

- eideratione are indiepeneable in view of the - as already,

'-explained - miscarried attempte of France to create a second

“government" in Vietnam up to 1954; but they gain in gignifi.
~cance when it is taken  into- eeneideretion that after 1954 |
~the US& openly aeeumed the pesitien of- Franee and went tne roed
of creeting ite own puppet regime (the Diem regime).

_After investigating the. concrete eonduet of the French
. Repuhlic and-outlining. the general situation from the point of _
| - view of - international law concerning Vietnam the following state -
of affairs erises: The Democretic Republic of Vietnam is in -
1954: the only state legally existing on the texritory of the .
~ Vietnamese people; the government of this state . is the govern—-" 
. ment whose represemtatives concluded the cease~fire agreement

- -o0f 20 July 1954 with the French Bepuhlic; France therewith:

‘recognizes that this government represents the Democratic '
- Republic of v1etnem in international law, - :

. Along with France the other states epproving the coneluding _

'ﬂ-deelaratien of the Geneva Conference almo approved this situation

© in Vietnam,?? Homever, the United States of America 18 not one -
of them..  The. rerueal of the USA to accept the view. of the other :
eenference partieipante is to be attributed to a decisien of the:

. then Us Seeretary of State John Fbeter :I)udl.lee,z-3 he did not went

' -lto giwe progreaeive foreee 1n Southeaet Asgia anw elear argument



-'59:;':-' |
for aubatantiating the approval of the USA.z4

This attitude of the USA has certainly been of great
political consequence because the future behaviour of the
United Staetes in the-Squtheast Asian region can be inferred
from 1t; but it néver had the juridical significance which the
US memorandum of April 1966 would like to attribute to it: name-
1y, not being bound by the Geneva concluding declaration and the
regulations recognized in it., Lven under these concrete condi-
tions the US& is pledged to respect the results of the Geneva
‘Conference = just like those powers which epproved the
-ooncluding declaration. It must be fully clear that all states
exiating at that time were pledged in accordesnce with the
general liabllity in intexnational law to respect the right of
the peoples to self—determination, to accept the results of the
struggle of the Vietnamese nation for ixs selfndetermination in
order to create an independent Vietnamese state. Even when the -
Vietnamese p80ple and the state representing them in this pro—

' cess entered into & political compromise, neither PFrance nor any
other of the then existing states have the right to frustrate
the_implementation of this compromise ~ or other forms of the
implementetion of the Vietnamese people's right of self-determ—
ination, Taus there is not the slightest foundation for third
states to intervene in the process of the dissolution of the
" ecolonial regimé - a process which takes place be%weeh_thelnation
. atriﬁing~£or'independence and the one~time opprégging colonial
power. Third states must respect the results of this brocess
Just es the former colonial power iteelf, since they all ere.
subject to the dbligations axising out of the right of the
peocples to self-determination. : =

=

. To want to agsume that the individual states were bound to
the reaults of this national libveration atruggle only on the
basia of a concrete ad ho¢ approval means wanting to negate the
extraordinarily significant circumetence that the right of the -
‘peoples to self-determination already obligates the stetes;in
‘any case, After the United Nations Chexrter came into force it
- was eimply no longer possible, in connection with the solution
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" of the Vietnam conflict, to sdopt the point of view that the
- Tecognltion of the peoples! right to self-determination in the
' _United Nations Charter had no relevence for this case.

But even teking into consideratlon the fact that the gov~
ernment of the USA doés not proceed from the above-characterized
legal aituation it has no grounds to draw the concluaicn from
the circumstance that it did not accede to the Geneva concluding
declaration that 1t need not respect the results of the Geneva
Conference, In international law as in constitutional law there
is the basic principle that a 1egal subject O is not entitled .
to torpedo an agreemant concluded between the legal subjects
-4, By D and E under +the excuse that C is not =& party to the |
agreement cancerned.25

. From whatever angle the matter ia considered one thing is
indisputable: The United States of America is obligated to
reapect the solution agreed upon at the Geneva Conference and
to undertake no action directed against it, Every attempt by
_ non»Viatnamese powexrs to alter bie internal political relation ,
-1of forces in Vietnam and to establish 8 second Vietnemese state
alongside the DemOQratie Republic of Vietnam for the protection
- of the interests of reaction at hume and ahroad meant at that _
tine as well as today 8 hreach of international law and & die-
regard of the right of the people to determine ‘the fr own
_ destiny. The Vietnamese people made thelr decision in August
'and September 1945, which France 1ntended to brush agide in
nisjudging the new historioal constallation of forces.

Developments have proved that France was not guccessful in
creatlng a counter-"government" rooted in the people; Bao Dai
rem&ined & puppet alienated from the bpeople during the entire
edght years of war by France ageinst the DRV, a Vietnamess
~ ‘Quisling manipulated by the 0ld colonial power. In July 1954

. France finally offlcially renounced in Geneve the continuatlon
of these efforts. It is obvious that & few months after the end
‘of the Geneva, Conference neither the internal political constel-
lation of forces. nor. the situation of Vietnam in “intezrnetional |
law had changed; there was thus neithex internal political nor

¥
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“international and legal grounds for the establianment of & .]
second state or a second government in Vietnam, If the USA _
wanted to change this situation -~ and thie was indicated In, the
attitude of the US& gt the Ganeva Conference - it would have %o
intervens in the internal affairs of the Vietnamese natzon, as. -
there were no Vietnsmese forces which were to be tdken serious-
ly which were in a position to represent the interests of the
USA independently.

1 ¢f. Article 51 of the Charter of the United ‘Nations.

. "Wothing 1n the present Charter shell impair the inberent

- right of individuel or collective self-defence if an: : .
armed atteack occurs against a Member of the United Nations,
until the Security Oouncil hes taken measures necessary 1o
meintain international peace and security." The case of
‘gelf~defence -~ individual or collective « is in fact not
repealed by the provision of Article 2, paragraph 4 of the

~ Charter, but this article envisages that primerily "all

- Members shall refrein in thelr international relations from
the threat or use of force ageinst the territorial integrity
or politieal independence of any siate, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.,"
Recourse to the right of self-defence is envisaged only
~when the obligetions asrising out of Article 2, paragreph 4
in the form of an armed attack are not observed, cf, on this
G, J. Tuankin, Dae Vblkerrecht der Ge enwart ‘(Present~day

- International law), Berlin, s Do ccording to. the
UN Charter.a state canp use force against ancother state in

- only two caseg..."; that can "ocour in accordance with the
Charter only in the case of individual or collective self-
defence !, under the prerequisites fixed in Article 51 of the
Cherter; these are; 1, an armed attack must occur or have
occurred; 2. the Security Council of the United Nations has
taken no measures which 1t considers necessary for the

- maintenance of world peace and international security. Cfs
aleo Manual of International law, published by M, Sorensen,
New York, 1968, ppe. 1590 If and G. W. Scharmasanaschwill,
"Dex Begriff der Selbsthilfe im Volkerrecht" (The Term Se1z-
defence in nternatiocnal law) in enwarbteprobleme des =
Vilke {Present—~day FProblens of rnatlonal law),

r ’ s FPe 252""53 ' .

2 Of, Memorandum from the Ikgartment of State, Office of the
Legal Adviser, 4 March 1966, published in Congressional _
Record, Vol. 112, No. 43, of 10 March 1966, pr. 5214~5279; - -
- 8Xl60 reprinted in publication Vietnem and Inter ticnal law
issued in 1967 by \the COnsulta%Ive Council of Eﬁ Tewyexrsy
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‘Committee on American Foreign Policy towerds Vietnam, pp.
- 113 f£f; e¢f. mlso F. B, ' Schick, "Some Reflections on the

- Iegel Controvereies Concerning America's Involvement in

Vietnam" in Internationel and Comparatlve Iaw Quarterly,
Yol. 173_Oct0 er 3 Do ' ]

Cf. Vieinam Histor . Documents ahd'o inions on & Major
Wbrrg“E%I3Iéj‘iﬁﬁizﬁﬁaﬁ‘ﬁf‘ﬁT'ﬁtfﬁett_eman, Greenwich,

Connecticut, 1965, Fawcett Publications, pp. 1725

Cf. Ch, Fournlau, "La révolution dtaofit 1945 au Vietnam"
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Profeasor Dr. Erich Buch B olz.

- Professor of Criminal Iaw at the Humboldt University in Berlin
- On the War Grimes of the USA dn Vietnan (February 1969)

E The profoundly eriminal neture of all 1mperialist QERTE B
-8ion -~ such as the US aggression in Vietnam - logically ex-

"”Qf_pressea itself in the no less criminal ways in which it is car- .
o, ried out. Thus,. in accordance with Article 6 and Article 5,

xjfl[raspeetively, of ' the ‘statutes of the Internaticnal Military N
13.5?ﬂribunals, proof is once again given of their applicability '

" in Vietnam - especially after the crimes committed by the

O Pageist aggressors which were justly condemned in Nuremberg: and -
h}“a“mbkyo.'kaﬁ-ﬂ ?u_r_ - . - -

“ o tmimes of aggreaeion, war orimes and crimes againat humani-.
‘_"lty are most ¢losely linked tOgether, and the latter are only a
l'lpartlcularly obvioua and visible conaequence of eriminal ag-

k gression in 5eneral. The aims: 0f imperialist aggression, which
- are hostmle 0 numanity and- international law ~ wherever they

"are Ieallzed by force and terror-against the justified resis-

- tance of sovereign peoplea ~ can make theilr appearance in no -

- other foxm than by further crimes, ‘especially erimes againet
".the rules of warfare, crimes against humenity‘and genocide
(Whlch, incidentally was . aleo ‘evident in the Israell aggression).

o There is. hardly any 1egal evidence evailable which does not'_
shnw that the USA has: committed every. concelvable crime in Viet-'

T nam within the meaninb of internatlunal law.

As 8 member of a study group belonging to the Vietnam

'{*f'commlssion of the GDR, which - conaiats of medical apecialists,.

;' jurists aid other experts (the findlnge of which are presented
" in conference documents), I bhad the moving opportunity in

% 7{,February last year = and once again on another viait 40 tha |

: < 'DRV.& few, weeks agO-— to get 1 personal impression of these
crimes, - '_ : N o -

| ‘e sew villagea that had been razed to. the ground,lwiped

- off the map,_ and “pulverized" towns. Wo aaw innumerable schools,

_churches, pagodas, temples, h09p1tals and other establishmﬁnts

1. .

i



of culture and civilization, which, withowt any military eignif- -

icance whataoever, had. repeatedly been the targets of US air
raids. We apoke with meny people who were eye—witnasses 1o these_

'crimes, who had been the victims or whose relatives had been
- vietins, o whose prOperty and1posaeasions had been devastated

by them. We. saw the victims of such inhuman and. absolutely |
prohiibited weapons, used entirely against peoPle and in partic-

‘ular against women and children, as cluster bombs and nepelm

pombs and chemical and polson gas warfare agents., We studied
their diabolical mechenism and their terrible, inhuman eéffects.
We sew destroyed dikes, irrigation installations, rice fields
and fishing vessels, We spoke wilth the victims of horrid and

bestial torture carried out in South Vietnam, with people who

‘had th@maelvel gona through the modern concentration camps in

the South, the so-called-strategic’villages,*or_"new life vil-
lages", who had experienced the forced deortations-and'tha. '
“pacificdtion” of South Vietnam, We saw in the Americans' own
films the scarcely 0 be intensified sadism end barbarism of

US and puppet mercenaries used against defenceless people.

’ ﬁbcordiﬂg to tha'USA's own statistics, 22 per cent of the

 wooded area of South Vietnam and 76 per cent of the area under o

the control of the FNL, have been sprayed with ftoxic agents,
and increasingly large sums have been spent on the. produetion
of poiaonoua agenta for Vietnamx

1966 12, 5 million dcllams¥
1967 38.8 million dollars
1968 70,8 million dollars

By tha end of 1968 some 100, 000 tons of napalm homhs had

'heen dropped over Vietnam, 1.6, more than three times the
quantity aropped in the Korean War. In this context, account
'must also be teken of the further development of napalm bombs.

‘ However, tbeae orimes were not reduced while contacts and

_ negotiations were. underway in- Paris. On the contraryl In the
\_pariod ‘of limited bombing (from 1l April ﬁo 30° October 1968. i.e.;;_
. for seven monthg), the.period presented.by the USA ap that of -



de-escalation and & token of gbod_will,'the~intepsity of air .
railds increased and the number of crimes went up. The. number

" of monthly flighte over the restricted target avea - practically

 1/15th of the entire territory of the DRV - increased from .
3,500 in April t0 7,200 in October 1968, while the monthly
average during the first quarter of 1368 s%ood at 2,200, The :
nunber of highnexplosive bombs dropped pex month.roae during

'5thsse seven months from 10,000 to 96,000,time~fuse bombs from

2,000 to 18,000 and cluster bomb unite from 300 to 4.000. In

| additicn to this, 28 000 tons of bombs were drOpped by ;3 52

" bombers in carpet bomhing, and heavy artillery fire from the
7th fleet muat allo be included. _*\'“- :

| Towns, such as the provineial capitel Vinh with ita
72, 000 1nhabitanta, Than Hoa, Ha Tinh end Dong Hoi, which‘had

"'fheen hard hit before, were completely wiped off the map during

g the period of limited hombing.,mhe number of attacks on’ dikes
‘and irrigation inatallations, which amounted to more than 600
at that time, are increasing._

But even after the bombing 8t0p, the acts of war against

 the IRV were continued and its sovereign territory was. regarded

more or lees as an ‘area which could be spiead upon and bombed
fat one'a own discretion without one belng bound. by the norms of

international law and then one could decide to stop the attacks

~for a period. In Hbvember and December 1968, 1,200 manned .and

unmanned reconnaissance planea penetrated DRV territory, end in .

January this year the nuaber was 700, Earatroops were droPped
and comuendo 0perations carried out, In several cases heavy
ship artillery pounded DRV coastal areas and aircraft gtrafed
;Vietnamase territory with aircraft cannons. And, despite the

pause in the bombing, there were repeated air railds, In Decemher 
_.1968 alone “there were 48 such raida, especially in the southern -

provinces of the DRV ‘Nghe Anh, Ha Tinh, Quang Binh and. in the
Vinh Linh region; in which cluster bombs and shrike rOckets

-_were used. Thus, on 2. December 1968 two phantom eiroraft dropped"
four cluster bombe on an agricultural production coeperative at

2 p.m. 1njuring 20 people; other phantom air raids of this kind -
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- were regiefered'in'fhia“region.on 7 December 1968 and 10 Janué:yi}
1969 at 1 p.m. On 28 and 29 Januery 1969 air raids were carried

out-on the Nghe Anh and Ha Tinh provinces, and on 27 ‘and 29
January 1969 the Vinh Linh region.was under artillery fire.-

Te unilateral declaraticn of a stop to the bombing by the_
US government has, therefore, not proved to be reliable protec— -
tion and securiiy for the DRV, For this rveason-the absolute ces-
sation of every aggressive act. of war ageinst the DRV and every
violation of ite sovereignty must be emphatically demanded and
put into practice. - :

ﬂhese crimes,-whnch can only be sketched in outline hcrc,
but are dealt with in detail in the documentation submitted, do
not appear to he isolated, if frequent, more or lessg accidental
deviations by individual US goldiers who, S0 as to speak, have .

. lost their nerve, These crimes are only possible because govern-

- ment initiative and-government protection.back,them up. They
are part of the system mnd are inkerent in it, and indeed, -

~ inherent in the system of US aggreasion as well as in the dme
perialist syetem of rule in the USA as a whole, A country like
the USA - closely followed by the West German Pederal Republic -

which has to take note of the sorry record of having the highest .

ocriminelity and the 1argest ‘number of criminels in the world,
whose social life - carried out undex the motto of maximum
. profits and bueiness - takes account of millions, but which 1= -
. infested with millions and millions of "legitimate“ crﬁmes, must,
~wherever it brings its imperialist influence into effect and '
wherever it exports its. "American way of life", also exports
c:ihe A country like the USA, whose repreésentative upper
strata hold up.crime a&s an example - without punishment, in
which political murder is on the agenda (e.g. of Pregident Ken-
nedy end his brother ‘and of Martin Iuther King), in which murder
organizations such as the Klu Klux Klan enjoy official respect,
and whose mass media prcpagate gangeterish'at every level, can
do nothing else than’ expcce itself ae criminal wherever its
murder-drilled soldiers set foot in ! dirty war, “In the USA
_aggression againet v1etnam, thia gencral connection between
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aggreeaion and war crimes end crimes against humenity, between
oriminality and the imperialist eystem of rule, hecomee eepeoial-
1y apparent.

In the firet place the point in question. then, 1s not

~ ‘whether this or that officey deliberatly gave orders in breach

of international law for the execution of such a c¢rime, or
whether this or that soldiler consciously committed such a crime., -
The GDR's: dooumentary f£ilm study by Scheumann and Heynoweki haa
given an optieal 1llustration of the naive and criminal phyai-
ognommy of those products of the criminal imperialist systen

of rule who are cepable of committing the worst erimee without
the slightest ‘scruple,

The oriminal quallty of these offencee ageinet 1nternetionel
'1aw, especially war crimes and crimes againet humenity, which
have been gilven form by the. conscience of the peoples, do not
derive and cennot be derived from the subjective consciousness
of guilt on the part of those creaturee‘in human form who are
deprived of every moral coneept, but cen ‘only be anelyzed on .
- the basis of the criminal quality of a eyetem of smociety which
‘brings about such aggression and the tools of aggression as a
matter of course, imperialism, This expleine the systemetic ap-
'pearance_of such . crimes, They are conducted with such plenning,
perfection, technical ingenuity and with the systematic missue
of mecientific findixgs thet the intention to commit such
criminal undertekings on the part of their initiators cannot be
in doubt. To have personally seen the relevant evidence is a
shattering experienoe.

But precisely because, as hee been explained above, the
advance of democracy, of the national 1iberation etruggle of the
oppresaed peoples and of Socisliem in Emst and South Fast Aeia
. has caused the US globval strategistes to engage themmelves fully

in Vietnam in order to meintain their anachronistic positicns,
- the US aggreeeore in Vietnam have been carrying out ruthless
warfare in Vietnam, i.e., one without regard for the norms of
international law. Ehe Us government is fully reeponeible for
this, ' :
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| | Me unshaksbility, the determination and the love of free~.
dom ef the Vietnamese people, as well ae the aid of the Soviet

”~_.Unien and of the ether Socialist countries, have thwarted the

rlans of the aggressors, and this. in turn hae increasingly led

to the aggressors. being caused to atep up the escalation of
their crimes, Thue . the growing negation of podern international
law in principle by the US aggressors 3peeificelly expreeeee )

the fact that they are not prepared to accept the vicboriee of
democrecy and of Socialiem, the growing eelf~1iberetion of the
peoPIee, end the dwindling of their spheres of influence, and _
that, following Hitler's scorched earth policy, they ave destroy~‘ -
ing everything eround them in order to tuxn back the wheel of '
history. In this way, the war crimes and crimes ageznet humen ity
committed by the US aggreseore are an expreasion of their help-
lessness, of their lack of prospects and of thelr ineviteble "
defeat. '

Ihle unecrupulousneee and injuetiee in principle egainet
the Vietnamese pe0ple is expressed by the fact that the peeple
a8 euch and as & whole have becorme victims of the aggression.
The eeoalation of US-crines hms reached the point where it is no
longer e/queetion of the eubjugation_of a country and its popule-
$ion, but of their destruction, of their exterminstion, The .
military actions of the USA and its henchmen in the eouth,

" and also the bombing of the north of the country, have dong

become a campaign of destruction which no longer Las anythln&

to do with the conduct of war, The flattening- of whole sreas,
'eoorched earth, mags murdexr and mass mutilations are feeturee
of the crime of genocide eommitted by the US 1mperla11ete. Thege,
orimes bear a fascist character. and call to mind the crimes of
 the Hitler faeciete, the cryetal night, Auschw itz and Lidice,
and the plenned large-ecale action for the exterminetion of
whole p90ples. '

' The - terrorietic eruel military actione of the USA and ite
henchmen against the Vietnamese peoPIe are not only directed at -
the destruction of 1arge eections of the populetion by murder,
mutilation, making invalids of people end damaging their heelth
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(in its own worda, the USA, hae written off the preaent genergs -
tion of Vietnamese), By the ayatematic destruction of whole

' arees of the country (following the motto: kill everything,

" . burn everything, destroy everything), and the destruction of

the basis of life (rice cultivation, fishing, forests), the USA

ig" systematically creating the conditions directed-at thg Physi_ _l#

cal destruction of at. leaat large aections of the Vietnamese
people. '

Thus USA heas. thus fulfilled the provisions of Article II
a=¢ 0f the Genocide COnvention by making itself guilty of the
- erime of genoclde - as the World Conference of dJurists in
 Grenoble pointed out. This is not altered by the - noteworthy -

-~

- Tfaet that thﬁ USA did not acceds to the Genocide Convention,

_The crimea of genocide are, to be sure, already fortidden and ;'
punishable as crimes againat humanity, and in so far present
'_simply a concretization or speciality, To. qualify thise specific
point of crimes against humanity clearly as genocide in ac=
cordance with general terminology and the terms of the Genocide
_Cbnvention is not. only judicialxy admiaaible, but is called for
,in'order to appropriately counter this most sériocus of all |
crimea.. . . -
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Profesaor re H. W insche
- Preaident of the International Law Society of the GDB

The US Aggression against Vietmem - Crimes against International- X5
lew (Fabruarx 19611 ‘ .

. Peace-loving forces throughout tho whole world are 1n-
creasingly. intenaifying the struggle against the Amarican ag= \
gression in Vietnam. This so-ocalled local conflict conceals the
. mopstrous danger of a third world oonflagration. Indignation is
growing throughout the world at the appalling brutality with

'-which the Amorioan imperialists destroy peaoeful cities and vil-"

1agee and impoae tremendous suffering on the people of Vietnam,

‘The scars caused by German fascism in the Socond World War
- on. millions of people in many countries are not yet ‘healed, but .
war crimes and crimos against humanity are already again being

~ committed in an almost hitherto unknown extent. But the deolared o
- goal of the anti-Hitlor coalition, to whioh the United Statoa

of America &8lso belonged, waa to prevent such crimes from ever
'being committed again, It correaponded to the legel oonscious- o
 ness of the peOplea that the main war criminals of fasclst
Germany were punished at the International Military Emibunal -
~in Nuromberg for all those misdeeds which they inflicted upon
German people on other nations. 4% the same time that wes a _'__~
N warning to all. potential aggreasoxa. It was precisely the
" American chief prosecutor Jackson who declared in his pleading
- on thise problem: : _
. "But the last step, of preventininperiodicall re~
peating wars, which are inevitable cese of International
- Jawlessness, 1is to meke statesmen responslible. before the
- law. And let me put it quite plainly., This law is bei
© applied here at first only to Gerxman aggressore, but i
. does and must include, if it is to be of use, condemning
the aggression of every other natlon, nit excluding those
- who are now sitting in judgoment herg. " (Retranslated
from German)
Jackson hit the nail on the head. The principles of Huremp
berg were nat just created ad hoc %o punish the mein fasoist
war criminala but legal principles were eatabliahod through the |

struggle of ‘the peoples of the antipﬂitler ooalition, principlea



”=jwhieh today are’ generally recognized iﬂternational 1aw. Aew 0
o _cordingly the wer criminals of today must be’ convicted gust as
'J;. those’ of yesterday. -

o

o Violation of the Geneva égreementa of 1954 and the ' anstitu—h

: tion

‘When after nearly ten - years of heroic liberdtion struégle
by the Vietnamese people the. concluding declardtion of the
‘Geneva Bast Asias Conference was eigned on 21 July 1954 the op-
-'portunity seemed to be given to the entire Vietnamese people,
~ in accordance with the United Nations Charter, to implement
: ftheir right to self-determination through the free organization
- of their socinl order, The participants in the agreement 0bli-
- gated themselves to réspect the sovereignty and integrity of.
ICamhodia, 1208 and Vietnam and to refrain ‘from eny 1nterference

in their internal affaires. At the same time they geve assurance
thet when the agreement An question came into effect they would
_bring no . troop reinforcements and aupplementary military per-
sonnel to Vietnam, would introduee no weapons, ammunition or .
. other war material in Vietnam and would establiah ho new nilitas
¥y beses on the territory of Vietnam and tolerate no reﬁumption '
-~ of military action313 Characteristically the government of the
USA refised to sign this agreement, Howevery in order not to
lose face before world publie Opinion it declared itself pre-—
- pared to refraln from any impairment of the agreement.,_ o

4

.

The following years showed that the American government
did not intend te observe the declaration binding in inter-
-fnational law given in Geneva. It sought in every. way ‘possible,
- Pirsf, to get its hands on South Vietnam, It chenged heads of
. government at will, oppressed -the . populat;on of South. Vietnam
- by the most brutal means ang - finally began the attack on the
* . Democratic Republic of Vietnam itself._ﬁ | -

Thua, the US4 has violated the Geneva Agreement of July

- --.1954, Moraovsr, the American aggressidn representa -a gerious
* ‘breach of. the United Nations. uharter. Article 2y paragraph 4 of
tha Gharter expresaly provides that the threat or the use of o

-
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force directed against the political independence,of -another
staté is forbidden. Article 2y paragreph 7 of the conatitution
prohibita the interference in the internal affairs of other -

'ltates. The government of the United States of dmericae 1s guilly

- of most meriovs hmeachea of international law with its\aggres—'-

sive actions, - |

Zervor against the Givilian Populatio o

But that is not alll With the conduct 0f the war with.which-
the ruling circles of the USA seek to. suppress the Vietnamese
people, and which is comperadble in brutality to the crimes of
German nazism, the USA is violating ell decisive agreements
concerning the law of war as valid in international law in our
days.. . _ '

In the meantime the orimes which the American srmed forces
and their allies are committing agéinét_the'civil-population
have exparienoed an immense expansion, It is nofprioua that the
US armed forces in South Vietnam are mercilessly spplying the
practice of scorched earth developed by the German fascisis,

In this wey dozens of villages have been destroyed in South
.Vieﬁnam.4 These orimes were committed either directly by the

| ground forces or by the alr Lforce. According to the report of
American’ Secretary of ‘Defence MNeNamera the US Air PForce flew an
~ average of 13, 000 air raids per month (1) against targets in
South Vietnam in 1965.5 Thus, on 25 ‘January 1966 alone 525 mis-
sions and on 9 March 648 miesions were flown by the American Air

' Force egainet targets.in-SouthJVEétnam.G MeNemere announced that™ .-

& total of 638,000 tons of bombs had been dropped ‘in 1966. That
is some 91 per cent of the entire neterial amPIOyed by the USA

in ite war of mggression againat the Korean 290ple's Demooratic.t-"

Republic in three years.7

The aystematic destruction of South Vietnemese coaatal -
. places by heavy batteries of the US Tth fleet began on 20 May .
- 1965. On 30 November 1965 alone 300 S=inch shells were shot at
- the village of Thoi Tuan. According to the survey of the. Com-
mission to Investigate the War Crimes of the American Imperiale— -

-
/s



_.'iiete the ‘numbex of. people who have . been victime of the ferror
" of the American imperialiete and their elliee from 1954 to 1965

©rums o

- 170,000 killed

= 800,000 injured

- 400,000 imprisoned .y : . S
-5 million people held. in concentretion camps.9
Mbreover, the Democratic Repuhlic of Vietnam itself hae
 been the target for &merioan bomhing attecke for move . than a 10

. year. Thnwe, nearly all towns andglarger placee have been bembed,

the capital Henoi and the port of Haiphong have been eub;ected
- to the bombing terror of American eircraft since August 1965,

- These crimes are & basic vlolation-of the agreement valid

o din international law, It is clearly etipulated in Article 22 of

~ the Hague Gonvention on land Warfare of 18 October 1907 that the
- countries conducting war have no unlimited right in the eelection'

- of means for injuring the enemy.ll Article 231 expresely pro-.
. hibite the treacherous killing or wounding of members of the

~ enemy people or army. Article 25 of the same agreement ex-
rplioitxy forbids: ettaeking ox ehelling undefended towne, vil-

. 1agee, residential placee or buildinge with any meane whatever."‘
- According to &rticle 1 of the Ninth Hague Agreement concerning -
'ehelling in timee of war by naval f0rcee of 18 October 1907 it

is ‘forbidden to shell undefendea po:r‘be, towns, v:l.llagee, |
- greeidential placee ox buildings by naval forcee.lg_s

' On ths. baeie of experience which tne peOplee hed with .
. Germen fascism the COnvention on tne Prevention and. Punishment .
of (rimes of Genocide wes concluded on 9 Becember 1948, Article

2 of this egxeement conslders as crimes of genocide thoee _
actions which are cemmitted with the 1ntention of deetroying in
 whole or in part a national, ethnic, racial or religious group
a8 such. According to - Article 1 of this agreement such actione,
'_1rreapeetive of whether they ere c0mmitted in - timee of peece or
1o£ war, are erimee within the meaeing of internationel law,. -3

Pinally. eiviliana are expreeely proteeted by tne Fourfh



- T

Agreement on the. Protection of Civilians in Time of ‘War of 12
August 1949. According to Article 3 of the Fourth Geneva Agree-'
ment concerning civilians the following are prohibited every—;
where and at all timess

a) attacks on the life and person, namely, killing of every
kind, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture,

b) the taking of hoetagee;

c) impairment of personal dign*ty, namely, humiliating and
degrading trea‘bment.l4

- The USA constantly violatee the agreement with its entire
conduct 017 the war,

Disregarg of of the Red Cross

s

Sick and wounded pereone underetandably enjoy special .
proteetion in battle operations. Special protection algns 1n
the form of the red cross and the 1ikel5 have long been
reoognized.l5 But what is the practice of the American aggree-_
80rs in Vietram?

last year in the Ibmocratic Republic of Vietnem elone all
provincial and district hospitals in the provincee of Vinh ILinh,
Quang Binh, He Tinh, Nghe An, Thanh Hoa were destroyed. The |
leperx station of Quynh Lep, in which 2,600 1epere were houeed
and cared for was bombed for ten eoneecutiwe days in June 1965,
T™e US Air Force has destroyed 74 hoepitale in the Democratio
Republic of ?1etnam516

But what is said in Article 18 of the Fourth Geneva Con--
vention on the Protection of Civilians of 19497 =

-"Civilian hospitals established for the care of .
wounded, sick and feeble persons and women in childe
birth mey under ne circumstances be the object of an
attaeck; they are preserved and protected at all timee
by the" partioipante in the confliot,

Ithe civilian hospitala must, so der as they are
authorived by the state to do s0, be marked with the
: %zotection gign as is provided by Article 38 of the
neva Agreement of 12 August 1949 for improving the lgt
. of wounded and sick pereone of the ermed forces in the
/ .field. “17 . ' ' :



Tbrturggg and Killing_Prisoners of Waxr - |

' According to an announcement of the Committee to Oondemn
. War Crimes of the American Imperialists and Thelxr Accomplicea
in’ South Vietnam practieally no prisoners are taken by -the
American armed forces and their allies, Tn general the captured

: _membera of the Natilopal Liberation Front of South Vietnam are
~ tortured and killed.la -

- The imperialist armed forcea in South Vietnam thereby .
violate the Third Geneva Agreement on the Treatmant 0f Prisoners
of War of 12 August 1949. &ccording 0 Article 3 of this agree-
ment prisoners of war may not be killed, mutilated or tortured,

! Article 4 of this agreement clearly describes who is to be.

- treated as a priaoner of war, Paragraph 2 of this agreement
statea:'

_ "Mbmbers of other militia and volunteer QOrpe, in— :
cluding those of orgenized resistance movements who helong
to a party teking part in the conflict and who ave active
outeide of.and wgthin their own region, even when it is
occupied, so far es these militie or volunteer corps.
ineluding the organized resistance movement

" 8) have a person at Thedir head who is responsible fOr
theilr subordinates; i

b) beer a permanent distinctive sign recognizable from
afor;

- ¢) carry weapons openly and :
d) observe the laws and usages of war in their battle
actions. s
I+ 48 known that the armed forces 0f the Nationzl Liberaw
" tion Pront of South Vietnam exaatly fulfil these coﬂditions,
that they are strictly organized and are aubordinate to a_;.
-ecentral high command.;.

e Tllegal Use of Chemicel War Agents

. Not even the Ganman fascists dared to employ chemical and
| hacteriological weapons in ‘the - Second World War. It remeined to
iiha Americana in Vietnam to make use of such inhuman weapons

on & large soale, The American air force has been spraying
; chamicala over broad regions of South Vietnam from aircraft o
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~since 1961 with the perfidious intention of destroying.the crops
and the population. Aooording to the news agency AFP. the United
- Btates 1is continuing t0 use chemioal substanoes in order %0 _
 bring about the arfificial . defoliation of the jungle and rice_
f£ields, Primarily ¢ 123 planaa aye employed for this purpoae.lg
And primarily diohlorphenoxy aoetic acid, trichlorphenoxy acetic
acid, arsenic trioxide, arsenite of alkali metal, arseniate of

. 8odium, calcium, lead and manganese, dinitrophenol, dinitro-

orthocresol and calclum cyanamide, Up to now more than one mil-
1ion hectares of arable land (1 hectare = 2.47 acres) have been _f
poisoned. In 1965 alone 150, 000 porsons suffered from varioua
degrees of poiaoning as a result of the spraying.?o_

These crimes are not even conoealed by the Americap im~
perialiota. Thus the American expert in gas warfare, retired
General Rothschild, deolared in an interview with the American
news agency UPI: _ o .

U1t leaves me quite cold when paople me intain that gas
warfare is inhuman, But since gas has become a dirty word
we chase them (the opponent) out of their poaitions with

- phosphorous grenades and then shoot them down, "2

The USA unscrupulously brushes aside decisive agroementa.
on the law of war with unparalleled cynicism. Taus already in
the Hegue Declaration concerning the prohibition of the use of

- projectiles with suffocating and poisonous gases of. 29 July
1899, stipuletes that it ia.forhidden'to'use pro jectiles whose
only purpose is to spread suffooating or poisonous gases.c?
Article 23a of the Hague land warfare regulation of 18 October
1907 expreooly forbids the use of poison or poisoned weapona.23
The USA is in any ceae bound by these two agreements. But in
particular_the Geneva protocol on the prohibition of suffoceting,

) poiBOnous and.similar gases and of baoteiiological means in waxr
of 17 June 1925 is valid for the use of chemical and baoteri-
ologlcal weapons, Aceording to it not only chemical weapons but
also bacteriologioal we&apons are prohibited.24_-'

Todey the USA relies on the fact that it 4id not acoede to
this agreement. But this argument ia not oound. In any cage the_

.y
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‘USA is bound by the asraement of 1899 and the Haguo land warfare
_ regulation. On the other hand the provisions of the 1925 agree—
ment today undoubtedly correspond to general legal conceptions.-
This has also been expressed in the fact that the United Na-
tions General Assembly on 5 December 1966 unanimously called
upon all states to observe the provisiona of the Geneva protocol
of 17 June 1925 and, insofar as states-have not yet signed.this
protocol, to do so, The USA is today undoubtedly bound by the
prohibition of the use of chemical and bactariologieal agents
in warfare.

Agreements on the Law of War Are Valid

It cannot be dlsputed that the agreements cited here have
full validity for the war operations in Vietnam. The USA c¢csn
not rely on the fact that it had not officially declared war on
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The act of aggression is o=
day fulfilled according to Article 2, paragraph 4 of the United
Nations Charter when in fact an. aggression is being carried

out, irrespective of whether there Mas been an officlal declara-
~tion of war or not. ' -

1

On the other hand-ArtiCle 1 of the Convention of the
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes of Genocide of 9 December
1948, Articles 2 and 3 of the First Geneva Agreement of 12
August 1949g Articles 2 and 3 of the Second Geneva Agreement
on Improving the Lot of Wounded and Sick Persons and Ship-
wrecked Persons of the Naval Forces of 12 August 1949, Articles
2 and 3 of the Third Geneva Agreement of 12 August 1949,
Articles 2 and 3 of the Fourth Geneva Agreement of 12 August
1949 expresaly provide that these agreements apply in all cases
of a declared war or another armed conflict, even when a state
of war is not recognized hy one of the parties.

War Criminals Are ReSponsible in Penal Taw

. Since the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials!of'the main war
criminals of fascist Germany and Japen it has been juridically
undisputed before the world that war criminals are personally
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'-r98ponsible for their action in penal. law. That is expressly
- stipulated - in the "Gensva Agreement of 1949, Thus Article 49 of
--the First Geneva Agreement of 1949 statas- ' o
e high contracting Eartiea pledgo themselvea to
. adopt all necessary legislative measures for the fiwing
of sultable penal regulations £ér persons who commit any
" of the serious crimes described in the following articles

. of this agreement or who issue ‘the order ior such & -

violation.ﬁju o . _

Ag serious violations of the agreement Article 50 lists -
Lntontional killing,/torturing or inhuman treatment, including '
' biologioal experiments, the deliherate'cauSing of great suf-
fering or the. serious injuryin phy51cal ability or to health ag
" well as the dostruction and acquisition of property which are
not Jjustified by military necessity and. whioh are undertaken |

illogally and arbitrarily on a large scale,

Article 51, expressly states that a party +0-the treaty can‘

. free neither himself nor another from the responsibility devol-
'ving on hix or another party -$o tho treaty on the basis of

" yiolations within tho meaning of this artlcle.25 Anslogous -
provisions are contained in Articles 50, 51 end 52 of the _
~ Second Geneva Agreemont, Articles 129, 130 and 131 of the Third
~ Geneva Agroomont and Articles 146, 147 and 148 of the Fourth -

'Genova Agreement of 1949. - : : =

Article IV of ‘the Convontion on the Prevontion and Punish- { o
-ment of the Crimes of Genocide of 9 Decomber 1948 also explicit—~

: "Persona who commit tho crime of genocide or ome of o
the other actions listed in Article 3 are to be punishod,] -
irrespective of whether bthey are govérning persons, ' o
‘public officials or private individuals.“

, artzcle VI of this agraement stipulatos that persons who
‘are charged with the crimo of ganocide or one of the other

actions listed in Artiole 111 are to be brought before, the -
?competent court in the region in which the action was committed.

b
" Undex. these circumstances it seams simply grotoaqne when
tha chier Amerioan delegato at the Un _1ted Hationa, Ambaasador
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- Goldberg, represented the view in a message to the International
- Committes of the Red Cross thatl the.Geneva-anventions of 1949
exnludeﬁgny legal proceedings against captured American sol-~-

diers, 2° Characteristically Goldberg used the same arguments
‘with which the defenders of the main fasciet war criminals in
- Nuremberg sought to prevent their punishment. The Nuremberg
Military Tribunal rightly pointed out that prisoners of war who
‘have committed wer crimes can as & matter of course be punished
because otherwise the state.of_prisoner_of’war would be a pro-
tection against punishmqnt.27 In its judgement of 11 October
1946 the International Military Tribunal of Nuremberg unegqui-
vocally pointed out for all time: ' o
|  “Crimes against international law are committed by

pecple and not by -abstract beings, and oanly by punishing
-every individual who commits such crimes can the 28

- provisions of international law become effective."

_ Theré'can be'no doubt that the warfcriminals of today wi113_,_f
" receive their just punishment sooner or later just as the war
criminals of yesterday. | |

~ The Vietnamese people are not alone in their struggle
for the right of self-determination and sovereignty against the
. illegel aggression of the American imperialists and their allies.
+ In their declaration on the aggression of the USA in Vietnam the |

states of the Warsaw Treaty pointed out in all clarity in July ]

1966 that they will do everything possible to sugport the_Viét-
namase peOplas_in.their struggle for liberation. ° .

In his speech to the aétive-mgmbars of the Socialist Unity

Party of Germany in Halle county Walter Ulbricht answered the
, ?question-of how the US aggression against Vietnam can be ended.
- He pointed out that the US aggressors can be defeated neither:
: -withﬁpoliticallmgans alone nor with military means alone.
. "They will be defeated by the interplay of the defence

force of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the military
-and polliticel struggle of the South Vietnamese Libeération -
. Front and the political struggle of the peoples against

the US interventionists and ‘their accomplices. It is C
especlally important that in West Germany all peace-loving .




-8l -~

people force the Bonn government and the Bundestag to

end their support for the USA's dirty war in Vietnam,.,.

It is necessary that a political smolution of the questions
be decisively found, on the basis of the Geneva treaties
'ag was alsc sald in the resolutions of the conference of
the member-states of the Warsaw Treaty in Bucharest.™30

- Today, the Socialist states, together with the peace-

loving forces of the world, are sble to force the USA to end

its aggression_against-Vietnam and@ to punish all those who havé |
nade themselves gullty of the most serious crimes against peace
and humanity and of war erimes. | ' -

1

.

Cf, P,A., Steiniger, Der Niirnberger Proze8 (The Nurembarg
Trial), Riitten und LoenIﬁg,\EErggn, 1982, Vol. I, p. 90

The UN General Assembly confirmed the principles of the
Statute of the International Military Tridunal of 8 August
1945 as generally recognized principles of internabtional law
in its Resoluticn 95 (I) of 1l Deécember 1946, Especially im-
portant is Article S5 of. the Statubte of the court which lisgts
the following punishable actions: : o

a) Crimes against peace: Namely, bthe planning, preparation,
Antroduction ox carrying out of a war of sggression or
a war in violation of international treaties, agreements
or the promise or participation in a joint plan or in a
- conspiracy to carry out the above-named actions;

b) W%r crimess Namely, the violation of the rules or usages
of war, ,

Such violations include murder, mistreatment or deporta-
tion for slave labour or for any other purpose of members
0f the civilian populdtion from or in ¢ccupied regions;
purder or mistreatment of war prisoners or persons on the
high seas; the killing of hostages; the plundering of:
public or private property; the wilful destmetion of
towns, market places or viilages or any devastation not
Justiiied by military necessity, without, however, being
. confined to them. ' - . ‘ o

= é) Crimes agasinst hﬁmanityi Namely, murdqi,.extermination,

enslaveéement, deportation or other inhumen treatment com-
~ mitted on any clvilian population before or during war,
persecution for political, racial or religious grounds,

committed in carrying out a c¢rime or in connection with a
' crime for which the court is competent, irrespective of

whether the action violates the law of the country in

which it is committed or mot, .

-



;'-vaa_é'

[

. Cf,. Artioles 12, 16, 17, 18 and l9" the Goncluding

Declaration K
Treatiea), art.
1959 .

grenzen und Vertrige (Conferences and- -
1, Vol, y Ver ag A, G. Plootz, Wurzburg,

 Cf. in detail the documentations: Die griften Krie gverbre= -
- chen unsorer Zeiten (The Greatest War E Tmeés of Our Time),

pu e Cormittee to Condeun the American Imperia1~ :
ists and Their Accomplices in South Vietnam, June 1966;

- DRV Commission to Investigate the War Crimes of the American

O B~ W

_—
11
12

3

.1
'~ persons was concluded as early as 22 August 1864
cL, Doouments of October 1966, P, 14 .

1l6a ,
(Cf, Standke/Krumbiegel, ops cit., p. 410

17
.18
‘19

Imporialists in Vietnam, Ootober 1966
. ATP of_EO January 1966.'3.
£ '-m of 10 March 1966
AFP of 20 April 1966 - |
Cf Documents of Juno 1966, p. 13

'Report of Ootober 1966, Do ? n -
;Cf._Report of the Investigating Commission for October 1966,

Po 13

a7

_Cf Standke/Krumbiegol, Dex. Krle im Vélkerrecht (War in
International Law), Deutucﬁer ﬁI%i%ﬁrverIag, Eerlin, 1961,

p. 185"

Ib:ld., pe 227
Toid., p. 159
Ibid., p. 403

'According to Artiole 38 of the First Geneva. Agreement on
Improving the Lot of Wounded and Sick Persons of the Armed

FPorces in the Field of 12 August 1949 in addition to the .
Red Cross, the Red Crescent, the Red Lion with Red Sun and
the Réd Star of David on a white fiold a1e recognized as
proteotivo signs ol B ”

The first agreement on the protection of woundod and sick

Ccf, Documonts of June 1966, pp. 1L, 24, 25

AFP of 20 October 1966 - -
Cf.Documents. of June 1966, PP - 15 ff, apd of October 1966,

~

PP 7 £ -



. ) o “ -

21 UPI of 28 August 1966 . -
- 22 Cf. Standkn/Krumbiesal, op. cit., p. 173
23 ~Loc. cit, B

24 qtandke/Krumbiegel, Op. cit., p. 193
25 Ibid., pp. 280-281

26 ¢ Archév der Gegenwart (Archive of our Time), Bonn,
*_ Ser es » De 6, point 12 -

27 Cf. Steiniger, loc., cit, - | |
28 Cf, 8teiniger, op. ‘edt. , p._l?S

29  Cf. Neues Deutschland, 8 July 1966
30 _Cf.'Neuea Deutschland, 14 Nbvamher 1966




ggotest Declaration of GDR Scientista againlt the Uge. of
Chemicel Warfare Agents in Vietnam (ngrua_y 1966)

we are observing the systematio extenaion of the inhuman
warfare in violation of international law by the USA in v1etnam
with great concern and abhorrence, '

| We must essume from the declaration of the Netional Front
for the Liberation of South Vietnam of 13 March 1966 that this
"chemical werfare " has entered a new stage. I

Piret there were herbieide_2.4 dichlorphenoxy acetic acid
(2.4 D) and 2,4.5 trichlorphenoxy acetic acld (2,4.5-T), which
were employed from August 1961 within the framework of a '"weed
destruction plan' for the destruction of useful plant cultures
and was to bring starvation to the pBOple-

: The next step was the use of the caustic herbicide calcinm '
cyanamide (lime nitrogen) which injures the skin snd mucous
membranes of humen belngs and animals and the use of 2.4
dinitrophenol (INP) end 4.6 dinitroorthocresol (DNOC) s The
dinitro substances DNP and DNOC interfere with the energy
metabolism, Their use for combatting pests demands the wearing
of protective clothing and breathing masks as weil as continu-
ous medical supervision, The loss of efficiency among 50 to 60
per cent of the draught animale in the regions concerned should
be attributed to the dinitro substances, It was to be expected
from the very outset that calcium cyanamide, DNP and DNOC,
would therefore have destructive effaeta at tha unprotected
Vietnamese’ population.

.~ The use of araeniu QOmpounda nust be considered as a
further atep._ﬁrsanic trioxide, grseniﬁe and arsenate have been
employed. Arsenic trioxide O,1 has a fatal effect, The likewise
alleged pesticide lead arsenate used in Vietnem was forbidden
 4n wine growing in. Ganmany already in. 1928, The use of arsenic .
. preparations in combatting pests also requires protective oye and
breathing devices.

The use of poison substances for the alleged combating of
weeds in urban areas, for example, on can Tho on 28 Degember
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-1965, olaarly proves that direct injury “to the population was
" the intention of the US aggressors. We learn from the declara-
tion of the NLF of South Vietnam thot the substances GN, ¢S and
'IM have al8o been employed by Americen troops.

In this way the US imperieliste have again.unmaaked themp
selves and their dairty intentions.

The denngnation ON oonoeals the tear irritant chloraoe—-
tophonon, 0S designates a newly developed nose, mouth and aye

irritant, presumably the o-chlorbenzylidenmadonitril and the code

dooignation D the phenaxaazinohloride also known as adamsite.

These three substances of which adamsite can cause fatal
ingurioo to the lungs clearly belong to the chemical warfare
agents,

Deeply moved we take note of the crusl ‘balance sheet of
this unscrupulous chemical warfare mentloned by the declaration
‘of the NLP of South Vietnam. In 1965 700,000 hectares of use-
ful plent cultures were destroyed in 26 South Vietnamese pro-
vinces, thousands of people were killed and hundrede of thousends
suffered from skin, inteotinal and respiratory inaurieo.

Thus the offence mase: extermination as a method of attack,
declared to be & crime by the UN General ‘Assembly on 9 November
| 11948, has again been committed by the USA,

- These offoncea also olearly violate the . Geneva COnvention
of 17 June 1925, ‘mecording. to which "tho use of suffooating,
poisonous and similay gases, liquids and solid bodiea ag well
‘as bacteriological meens" is prohibitod in future wars. '

o We most sharply condemn ohemioal warfare, the entire dirty
. war of the USA, ite aids. and accomplicea againet the brave
Vietnameoa pecple fighting for their libexty.

L

But a8 Germano we algo direct our protost against those
circles in West Gormany whioh continue with operations begun in

" the Flrst World War and cerried on with the msss extermination

of millions of innocent people in the faaoist ooncentration
. cempd and tho perfeotion of chomical warfare in the Seoond

-
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.'Wbrld War through the development of organophnaphates,'ﬁy-

' granting licences thay ere teday not only indirectly involved
in the mass murder but.also directly by the construction of

- ,produetion centres for chemical poisons in Vietnam,

We recall that the organpphosphatea, name;y Msbun, Sarin
and Soman, which up to date are considered toxic chemical war-
- fare agents and which have not lost their significance were
produced by the IG-Farben trust, camouflaged as inaecticide.

_ We demand the cessation of the operations in violation of
international law, we- demand End the dirty war of the USA in
.v1etnam!“ .

Ma jor General Obermedizinalrat Profaaaor Dxe med. habil.
Hans=-Rudolf GESTEWITZ, Merited Physician of the P@oPle

. Colonel Medizinelrat Dr. med.Gerhard REHWALD
- Colonel Medizinalrat Dr. med.Hbrbert-Peter LIPHARDT

~ Colonel Obermedizinelrat Dr.. med. Karl-Heinz KELGH, Merited
Physician of ‘the People _ _

Lieutenant Colonel Pharmezierat Dr. rer. nat, Kurt KON 16
Lieutenant Colonel Medizinalrai Dr. med. Rainer.RUTHIG
Major Dr. med. Gnter JASCHRE |

| ILieutenant Golonel Medizinalrat Dr. med. Horet KRENZ' '

~ Colonel Professor Dr. med. habil, Heinz-Werner HACKENBERG
Ma;;o:a Dre med. Kla.us SOHUMA.GH?ER :

_ Major Ir. med, Gerhard SCHNIDT
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Professor Dr. He=Re GO 8 t e W i 't z

lMajor Generel of the National Peop}e's ixmy of the GDR
- A Ghain of Imnerialist Crines against Humanity (_JY 1968)

In the course of the intarvention in the internal affairs

—of South Vietnam, since the armed attack on the Democratic

Republic of Vietnam monstrous crimes have been committed by the
USA and its allies, The question 1novitably arises to easch

person -who sees the deatruction caused by Amarican bomhs and

shells in the towns and villages of North Vietnam, who speaks

\with the aorely-trled brave pe0p1e. Why is ‘the United States of -

America conducting a war in Southeast Aaia Paxr from its own
country? Many ordinary penple in Vietnam with whom ve spoke

~ 'said: "What have we done to the Americens?" We shall never

forget the eleven—year~old boy in the hospital in Haiphong who
did not want to talk any more. Both eyes had been put out by

cluster bombs. He was blinded. "Why muat I be blind, why can't
‘I see any more? Wuy did the Americans do-that? I could already

 pead and write." He was not ready to say anything nore, and the

doztors and nurees said to us tnat he. alwaya asks only that one

question.

I'll frankly admit that I, too, oould not clearly answer o
thet question at the begznning of our trip._Only when at. tho end_” B
of the trip I began to arrange my notes, only now, back home

again, after I have. examined all the ‘material, do I know the

- answere. It 1s the 1mperialiat "roll back“ polioy.

. We stayed in Hanoi during the flrst days of oux trip. Ve |
were informed by our Vietnameae frienda about the various sidés o

‘of the Americén crimes, The deputy of . the National Agsemhly of

the DRV, Tran Kim Ly, reported about the moat execrable- orimos
which I have ever heard sbout. He reported about the 1ong years.
of the attempt of the USA to destroy the foundatlons for the

life and exigtence of the “Sowth Vietnamese poyulation, to destroy

_'the ethical and moral foundations of the people in order to
-;broak their will for liherty. o : . .

He prefaced his xeport with a word by Ho Chi Minh, who



' aaid "The American crimes can be excused neither in heaven nor ..
on earth, Not only people far and near are shocked, even nature -
must be moved and embittered with hatred, "

The Americans proceed agsinsi the Souwth Vietnamese people
with medieval methods of torture perfected with technical re-
finements, In those regiona of South Vietnam in which they still
exercise power with their puppets they have divided the popula-

. tlon into three classes, and bersonal liberty is limited depend-
ing on the classification. .

Citizens of the first clase are citizens ofSouth Vietnam
whom the Americans assume are adherents of the puppet government.

Citizens of the second class are those who must be counted
as edherents of the Vietcong, as the Americans say. If hands are
laid on them compulsory measures are introduced - torture,
magsacre, imprisonment, punitive camps, etc, The NLF fighter-u
are not considered as soldiers and acdeordingly there are slso
no prisoner-of-war camps but freedom fighters are placed in.
prisons and forced labour camps or subjected tO‘frightful
torture.J

. Citizens of the third class are the so-called semi-legal
-citizens, They must report at given intervals at fixed ad-
ministrative offices of the puppet regima. o

Tran Kim Ly f@ported further: Tremendous sums are pumped
into -the country to shatter the ethical and moral foundations -
up to 20 million dollars every day. The dance around the
"golden calf" is to become the living idol., The consequencea
are the rise in criminality and prostitution in the towns, In
Salgon alone there are at present an estimated 29,000 prosti-
tutes of whom 40 per cent are beliaved o have vsnereal disea-
ses,

I the’ Americans, aupported by their accomplices, hava hag
& certain success with these measures in the urban areas they
have been unable to break the patriotic spirit of the _people in
the villagea and aettlementa with these. methoda. There they
employ naknd fozce. The people are forcibly evacuated from the“

N



villagea, villages and fields are destroyed and the inhabitanta_'
requartered in the so~called "strategle. villeges"; later

“refugee villages" or ew life villages'. According $0 the in-
formation given by Tran Kim Ly a total of 737,463 South Viet-
nemese citizens have been moved into such villages. o

" Ever more cruel methods of torture have been developed for
punishmant. Women's . breasts were cut off or the genitals
mutileted with heavy stekes, It has occasionally been observed
that Americen soldiers run crying through 1ocalitiess "Today
 1is my murder day, no one will egscape me,"

_ Pran Kim Ly reported further that in South Vietnam some
70,000 children were killed from 1961 till now., To punish parentl
little children were beatially murdered by American soldiers in
front of their eyes., One statistic showa that from March 1965
+411 August 1966 67 per eent of those killed were women and-
children.

But that is also not enough of the American barbariam.
Large quantities of poisonous chemicals have been employed in
South Vietnam since 1961. In part théy are directed mccording -
to their effect against the health and life of the people, and
in part against the vegetation. The Amsricana use OS5, CN, DNOC,
' 2.4 D and adamsite against the people. Recently the use of "BZ"
has been observed ("BZ" is one of the hallucinogens - bromo- _
henzylcyanide). According to an announcement by the American
periodical Newsweek herbicides are used for the so-called -
defoliage operationa. They seek to cut off tha supply from the
reax for the NLP fighters. Millions of tons of theae herbicides
ha.ve already been spread or tprayed.

The use of poisonous chamicals against Living beings -
human beings and animels - and against the vegetation has led
t0 enormous losses. of people and domestie animals in South
Vietngm. The fertility of the soil has been destroyed to a great
extent and the use of poieons will not remain without conse-
quences on the climete. With the comhinsd use of herbicides and
napalm there are places north of Saigon. neaxr Da Nang, and:
ather places in Sauth,v1atnam.wh1ch have been 1iterally devas—



- out success and will remain without- eucoeaa. The faets prove

' tactics of the sttack and the firepower employed by the American

N S : -90 =
tated anﬁ 1aid waete. |

o | oertainly the frightfulnese and euffaring caused by the

-, Americans is greats but etill greater are the courage and the

S detenmination of the vietnameee peOple to’ fight. The political
- and militaxy defeat of the USA during the great NLF offenaive

- in January and Pebruary of this year wag proved 6 the'whole _
- world. Here it was ehown that all American aotions againet the

Vietnamese people fighting for their righte and dignity are with— |

~ that Vietnam today is fighting for the enforcement of inter-'l
-nationel 1ew whioh the USA ie violating every day.

‘ The warfare of the Americana againet the Vietnameae people :
snd especially against the Demooratio Republic of, Vietnam hes -
 the character of a war of extermination. If one ooneidere the

. eir force the aims are cleer. They- avre aimed at the destruction. of
8ll new;Socialist oonstruction in the IRV 80 as to extinguieh the

- example of humen Socialiet 1ife in Vietnem.

et us consider in detail the weapone and firepower eme-.

’3f_ployed. &t present all modern hombere ‘are. employed against the o

Democratio Republic of Vistnam. Fifteen different types heve |
" been observed, ‘They are the F 100 C D employed as & ‘fighter -
bomber, the F 105 D, the F 4 c, the P 111 - you have read in _
the newspaper that thie maonine hae also baen ahot down - the - .
P 104 is employed a8 an eecort fighter, eleo the fighter bomber o

- F 4, a8 bombdng planes, the B 52 and ¢ 130, in faet a transport

. 'aircraft that is employed for dropping depth chargee, as. re- .
'-_connaiasance aircraft the P 101, T 147, R o 136. 4nd the Ri-
’-Marine CDIPB which elso participated. in the ettack uges as rf"
fighter bombere the A 44y A 64, F 4, and as reoonnaieeance
aircraft the R F 8 and the R A 5« These nost modern fighting
aircraft’ are 1oaded w1th the moet varying typee of homba and .

:"ahelle.

. - The Amerieans are currently teeting a whole .series of . new- -
'typee of projectiles which in.part have undoubtedly been |
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developed in violation of international law. Bomha weighing from
250 1o 3,000 pounda have been dropped. Up to the Second World
Wax only bombs of up t0 1,000 pounds were known; the 2,000 and

3,0oo-pound homba are new developments which today are being
employed in Vietnam. & 3,000—pqund bomb causes, for example, &

“bomb crater of nine to ten metres deep with a dismeter of 24 to
28 metres. A building,.evnn a large one, completely disappeara

in such & crater. If nowy as we have heard, up to 500 bombe are
dropped on a square kilometre then this area is ploughad;up,

,completely'devéstated.-mhen there is no longer asny militery
“necesslily for proceeding against the civilian population of the

Democratic Republic of Vietnam with such density of firepower.
That is direct evidence of the attempt by the Americen air .
gangaters to commit genocide.

You have certainly heard of the cluster bomba. Their

: mechaniam has become generally known, Nevertheless, I want to .
) describe again how the cluster bombs are employed and what _
. their effect is, The Americens have been working on the develop~

ment of this weapon since 1962. Pirst they develoPBd the so=cal~

- led pineapple bombe. They are about the sige of & man's fist.

They have a wall of 8,0 millimetree. About 300 individual little
pellets with aﬁcalibre of from 5.0 to 6.0 millimetres are em-

bedded in this housing, just as with the cluster bombs, The

pineapple bomb is £illed with an explosive, has a percussiVe

~ fuse and extrudeble rods devised for keeping the depth of soil
‘penetration as slight as poasible, The range of effectiveness
‘of the pellets contalned in the casing is about 20 metres. The

pineapple bombs are fired from platforms secured on the sircraft.
The firing platform is tubewshaped with each platform. having

19 holes with a clear width of 75.0 millimetres each, The plat-
form is about 1.50 metres long so that in each of the 19 holes
six pineapple bombs can be stored, Tus, with one platforn

1(19 x 6) = 114 pineapple bombs can be fired. The F 105 carries

four such platforms. As,alfurther development the Amer icans have

~ produced the so-~cailed cluster bomb, Tese little bombs are
spherically shaped and sbout the gize of a tennis ball, The

*
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. '.fclueter bOmh eoneiete of a gpherical ehaped metallic hollew
v body filled with oxplogive, Like the pineapple bomb 1% hes

ebout 300 little aspheres or pellete enbedded in. the some 8,0
millimetre thiek,metal housing. Eaeh of the pellets is from

o B0 t0 6.0 millimetres in size. The cluster bombs are. trene-

ported in a sheet metal oapeule shaped like a bomh. From 560

- to 640 oluster . pomgs are contained in this sheet metal capsule .

(the mother clustex bomb), in each of which in turn are 300
pellets in their housing. They have a . refined sensitive per-
‘cussive fuse. With ‘the. dieintegretion of the mother bomb the
cluster bombs -are given a strong twist and weighte are forced
downwards by the centrifugal force, This presses & pin against
the fuse which makes the bomb explode at the slightest eontaet
~ with any object. If about 600 such cluster bombs fall on an

- area of 200 x 800 metres, ‘which have an explosive effect of
from 5 to 10 metres that means that the 180,000 pellets released
with one shot are Spread through the area and that at the same
time every square mekre of thie region (200 x 800 metres) is
struck by seven pellete. The - destruction thus caused is @ X~
ceptlonally great, L '

_ But it is also clear that thie weapqp can be employed _
',exclueively agalnst living objeete fo* the ix penetration force
cen scarcely be effective agalast armoured vehicles or cover,
So the Americans use these clueter bembe agelingst workers in the
rice filelds, against grOUpe 0f people on market equaree, ageinst
'working people on the way to work. But they not only do that,.
‘We hed. the Opportunity to talk to teachers: and children on our
. Yrip and they reported that the Americans alm the ir expleelve
. end clueter bombe eepecially againet sehoole and do not drop
-them hephezardly but give careful consideration to the fact
that in Vietnam school begins in the morning at 7,30 a.m. and

ends. 2t 11.5C a.m. 4nd an analysis of elueter bomb attecks ehowe

~ that the ‘schools are bombed with cluster and explosive bombs
7a1moet exelueively at timee when the children are being ife
 structed. | o e

e .

" In view ef,theee»syetemetieeliy[cbmmitted erimes egainetje 3
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‘ohildren and adolescents the words of the President of the

Democoratic Repuhlio of Vietnam moved us profoundly. They
penetrated deeply into our hearts. Ho Chi Minh ssid: "When a

‘soldier falls we mourn for him, but we also know that he gave

his life in vattle for our homeland, But when a child is - .
murdered then our mourning for it is ondlesa and the flemes of
hatred and anger against the US aggressors flare up hrighter,
higher and more . terribly."

But- napalm is atill.more odioue than pineapple gand cluster

- bombs, Napalm is the further development of the already known
phosphorous bomb which the Amerioans_used on Dreaden and later

in Korea, In burning napalm develops a témperature of up to -
3,000 degrees. It is & viscous, easily splashable burning mass,

- eticking very firmly to objects and 1t cannot be wiped off. The

attempt to remove napalm with the hands 1eads to the severest

" burns,

But much worse is tno fact that in burning poioonouo gub-
stances are released a4 the same tlme. Heavy gases dovelop which

flow into cavities in the ooil, that 13, in shelter holes, com~
- munication trenches, shelters, etc. And the people who seek
- gover against the attack have the terrible cholce of either

suffocating from the. gas or being burned in the flames of the
napalm. Nepalm burns with black, ooal-like residues; 1t floats

- on water =@nd can bhe extinguishod only by the withdrewal of 055

that is by amothering the flame, It must therefore be aubmerged
in water or covered with mud or similar substances. '

Nepalm wounds are frightful. Thoro are desp burns, Even
the slightest aquiert causes terrible wounds., You known the
pletures of Vietnamgoe_oitizono ‘who bave been horriblymutilated
by napalm. Some 35 per cent of those affected die'immodiately;
they suffocate in the maddening heat, By ilnhaling toxic games
the mucous memhranes of the nose and mouth are burned, The °
larynx is geized by cramp and_people_die_as a result,

The imericans use this: napalm especially where people

- think they hawve found cover, Ang to make the mattor 8till more

oriminal they oombino ‘the dropping of napalm with the dropping
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"fof explosive and cluster ‘bomba, They want every shot of napalm :
"o pay for itself" : o .

A little drop of nap&lm burns for st least thirty minutes,'_-'
assuming that thé burning process is not interfered with, -

But even:thié'ia not enough to make the full extent of the
~erime clear, In burning napalm develops toxic substances which
lead to the loss of one kilogrem of weight per day by persons
gffected, After some 30 days such an injured person has logt at
least,20 per cent of his bodily welight, This open up the possi-
bility of all kinds of complications. Those people with extensive
8cars who aurvice may find that cancerous tumoure are forming
after some 14 to 16 months, That means that the Americans are

not only saeking to overwhelm the population of Vietnam_with_ _
fire and explosive charges but they are glso spreading - if you
chooae - the seourge of cancer, And the Americans know that,
Jthey lnow 1t very well. - '

mhis report may shock some people, but}also‘perhapa_haje.
caused them to reflect about the horrible imperjalist crimes
which are being committed wherever the US aggressora appear,

- Our task was and is to gathér factual material in order 0
make known as widely as possible the monstrous crimaa of the Us
- imperialists and their allies,

There is no doubt that the Us imperialists and their 8CCom-
plzces are making thamselves guilty before the whole of mankindg
of the crime of aggression, the crime against humanity, That .
‘corresponds to the nature of imperinlism of today with which we
are.directly confronted in the shape of West German' imperielism.
The report is to be added to the already available extensive
- material about imperialist crimes againat humanity a8 further
' documentary evidence,

But we were not only. eye~witnesses of the cfimes of aggres~
gion of the USA against the Vietnamese people. We experianced _

"~ the unforgettable meeting with an unyielding, invincible ?1et-
nam confident of victory. That moved us most strongly in com-
'.pariaon with .all other experiencea. ' '

“‘,_. -



.- The.privationg and frightfulnesa’which the- Americen war has

tnposed on the people of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam have

led to the formation of & determined and powerful fighting al-

Iience of all strata of the peoPIe under the leaderahip of the

. Party of Wbrking Psople of Vietnam. Bold and life—affirming,

. the pGOple are fighting for their homeland and for further
Socialist conatruction. - .

: _ mhe Amsrican multimillionairea and their agenta An the
White House and Pentagon stand with & mixture of rage and.

“perplexity before the fact that such a small, heroic people are _

_ bringihg thair entire global atrategy into confusion.(
It is the aoldiara and officers of the Vietnamesé People's :

5-,fomy, the people's militia, the entire Vietnamese people, and it

~ ia the. fraternal 8id of the Socialist camp and all peace-loving
forces, it is the proletarian internationalism of" the. working
clags throughput the world, proclaimed Wy Karl Marx, it is

' this powerful supplemental international anti-imperialist

action which s wrecking the us aggresaora' concept of their
-;genooidal policy and condemning it to failure. Ouz constant
and growing solidarity s to help drive the aggressors out of
. Vietnam a9 quickly as possible. h :
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" Professor Dr. Go Griummex ,

" professor at the University of Rostook -

_Genocide with Herbicidea {(June 1971)

_ Viotnam, one of the three brave countries of Indochina,
has known no peace for decades beoause imperialist powers
~ have tried time and again to. suhjugate this 1and by force.
Japanese occupation forces succeeded the French colonial au-
thorities and, in their turn,-wero replaced by French- oolonial
troops. The United States of America has heen trying to 1nolude
this small but stxategically important country in its sphere of
power since 1954, They subjected the gouth of the country %o
their global strategy interests in breach of the Genevé Agree—
‘ments on Indochina which provided gvery possibility for peace-
ful and democratic developments throughout Vietnam., The U3
engagement contradicts international law and the means and
methods being employed within 1te framework range from neo-
colonialist preasure through political and eoonomic inter-
ference to open.warfare against the pOpulation wnich, 8 hangw
ful of traitors aside, fought the American intruders from the
first day onward and, with the foundation of the National Liber- -
ation Front in 1960, found the force that mobilizes, organizes
and leads them.

US dmperialism has now expanded its Vietnam war into an
Indochina war, Shaken by the milltary and political blows
. gtruck by the peoples of Vietnam, Iaos and Cambodia, it is
taking refuge in one new eriminal adventure alterx another iNne
stead of agreeing to a reasonable political gettlement on the
bagis of the proposals of the liberation movements in Indo-.
- china, US imperialism 1a still hoping to keep at least part
of Infochina in its sphere of influence: as an. anti—ﬂommunist
" parrier, o military base and, not least, as & testing ground
for the American military and the arms industry.

washington, and the: Pentagon generals in particular, )
shrink from no means ox methods to reach at least this ob-
jective. And so ‘this war that is being wagbd in oontravention
of internstional law consists of a ghastly sum of individual

______
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crimea which are being cummitted day in and day out, hour after :
hpur . ' )

One"bf\iisymOSt:horrihle chepters is the use OI“hEIbiofaesg‘_
My main Job. during my journey was investigating the ef- |
fects these orinmes were having, and helping the Vietnamese

“people to organize effective and Buitable counter-measurea.

‘ clear which the United Btates wants to reach with its herhicide

miasions. This is what I can report -on the grounds of the 1m-
pressions I gained during my tour: :

Tn essence, the US armed forcee and the Saigon mercenaries
are in control of the towns and the so-called stretegic villages

_whioh were bullt throughout +the eountly as concentration campa

for the population.

They are a kind of a fortress and as. such are encompassad
by several barbed-wire fences, MNinefields have been laid ouf-
side these fences as have other kinds of protective girdles,’

'Herbicides have been put out to destroy the entire'vegetati0n'*

in the surroundings. These belts are several hundred metres

~broad. Those fhdt encircle the towns are frequently even

geveral kilometres wide, making the area "Ve"etation free',

:"Obt“ining a full field of fire" is the object of this exercise.
‘People who want to enter_a hanlet are subjected to strict check-
ups and watch towers are manned round the clock to keep the

1nhabitants under strict control. Only a few roads lead to
these: coneentration camp villages and so the Amsrican and Saigon -
armed forces are severely restricted as regards mobility._They
are trying to overcome this immobilization with ¢ruel terror -
ettacks against the 1iberated areas, These atitacks are chiefly
almed agalnst the civilzan population and entail the use of
every available means of warfare.

mhese are;th@ weapong in use:

.. Bombe gf?all"kinds and gizes, amoné;tham"many\nswptypes 

‘thet were especislly develofd for terror raide on the popula-
| tionr-They include the ‘notorious cluster bomhs whieh, when



- dfopped,-explode,_ejoot.hundfods of emall steel pellets in
every .direction and so wound people dengerously, The spider
bomb is & more recent. develoPment. Thie bomb does not explode,
- It falls to the- -ground and then eaeots a metal anchor which |
is attached to eight lengtha of nylon twine, The anchor lands
several metres away from this dangerous bomb which only @X~
plodes after someone or something touches one of the longths .
of twine, o '

apalg (product of naphthalene and coconut oil and a
| basic substance of gellied petrol). Human gkin that comes into-
contaot with napalm is burned severely, and these burns are
hard to heal., Napalm is also used on an extensive scale to
~ reduce villagoa in liberated areas to ashes. Napalm has lately
been used ag oupernapalm, i.e., a nopalm and white phosphorous
compound.. Its viotims have doop burns that are hard to heal and,
frequently, aleo auffor from phosphorous poisoning as well,

| chemical warfare agent " including herbioidoa, which in—
flict disastrous damage on human beings, animals and plants as

we shall now-prove..

Herbicides are used in many oountries today as’ chemioal
-woed killers, Their application can inerease labour productivity
substantiolly. In Indochine, and partlcularly in South Vietnam,]
gome of the same substances are being misuaed to destroy orops
and woodland aress over large rarts of the oountryside. Not only
fox military reasono, €+&ey Obtaining full fields of fire, but
also to subjget the population to starvation, 1o harm tne people
- in every p0831ble way, o

Lessening the damage that ie being done to plants, animala _
and human beings requires research into, and tao organlzation of,
| ‘appropriato counter-measures, Agricultural offiolals, physicians,

medical ordorlieo and army officers will have to be taught
verious mothods that they will be able to use on the fields.
This will enable ‘them to combat — ‘right down to the tiniest
village in their ‘®phere of operations - tho sorious consequences

of theme criminal operations.
. | v
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One cannot yet reporf fully about the technical and organm”'

i izational details that are connected with thia Jjobe These

counter-measumes are a problem which cut aqrosa -every single
group of qpaations, and this book can only give an outlinﬂ
of the chapter on thie subject. -

" Nost of the scientific work required ia being performed :

:_in_Hanoi. A,comprehena;va reaearch progrem has bheen drawn up

on the basis of a host of ideas which were obtained in the
course of many long diacusaiona. But some of the investigations

~ have t0 be carried out directly in the affected areas ag well,
- In oertain cases, at least materizsl has to be taken t0 Hanol

where it oan then be further examined.

- The GDR can cooperate in this research work in two
respectss We can on the one hand train Vietnamese students and
young scien%ifi¢ workers as sPecialists-for ceitain tasks, They
will be able to start tackling some of the meny jobs that face
their country a@s soon &8 they srrive back home, On the other
hand, we in the GDR can investigate material sent from Hanei

- in suitsble laboretories and send back &ll our findings to

Hanoi in'order‘that they may then bé evaeluated there. That would
be a new form of solidarity with our brothers in Vietnem.

Chemical Warfare égenta in Use in South Vietnem
AGENT ORANGE |

Active ingredientss 50 % each of the npbutyl ester

. of 2.4~D and. 2.4-5-

Solvant: kerosane ' N
Rate of applicationa 24 lbs/hcre (approx. 27 kg/ha) |
Maximum rate of application allowed in the USA&: 3 1bs/ﬁcre
Uses principally to destroy forests
Principal manufactuxers in the USA: Dow Chemical corpcration _

. Diamond Alkali corporation"'

Mbnsanto corporation o

AGENT'WHI%E ’

. Active ingredients: 39.6 % of the triisoproPanolamine salt

' o: 2. 4~D -
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10 2 % of 4-amino-3 5 G-trichloro picolinic
' . acid, 'ioeo’ picloram

. Solvent: keroaane

‘Use: Chiefly in forest destruction. Exercises a stronger and
more protracted effect on plants than Agent Orange.
Picloram s protracted goil persiateney does. not make its
use on arable Jand practicable. '

: Manufacturer. Dow chemical corporation

'DESICCANT.&GENE BLUE R o |
Active ingredients: 3.9 % of sacodylic acld =:dimethylarsinic
| ' acid '
22 6 % of the Fa salt of eacodylic acid
Solvents: water - : ) _
Uses Prlmarily to destroy rice cr0ps. Not adnitted for use on .
edible crops in the USA because of its possible_conversion
into highly toxic compounds. _ -
Manufacturer. Ansul Compery ., Marinette, Wisconsin.

e Tropicel Rain Forest Is Q.f ing
A large part of the herbicide missions are flown over
dense forest areas, Tﬁe tropical rain forest, the distinctive
nmark and, at the same tnme, the greatest wealth of many of the
moist and waim tropical countries, and that of Vietnam, tooy .
. is disappearing to an evernlarger extent.

_ Tropical rein forests are veluable not only becauge of
their compositior and on the grounds of the products that can

be won from the forest flora, They are the most highly developed
of all plant communities and as such also provide researxch '

workera with a much favoured subgect for the ir studies. Gigantic

“trees a8 well as smeller ones in the half shade grow there .

along with & host pf.creepers, ‘ferns and orchide which grow in

' the forke of their branches, and mosees that flourish on their .

'trunka'and even on their leaves. To this must be added a multia

tude of sn.ubs and herbacecus plants. '
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A trOpioal rain. forest contains at 1east seven times as

- much organic suhstance as. doea an equally large acreaga of IR
'the beet woodlands in Central Burope, Numerous plelts ‘whose - i.-: }.Ej

roots ‘do -not reach down to the: g:ound have various contrivances |

with which they can store watex after it has stopped raining.

Ve slhiall return. to this water retaining power later on, and

will just mention the fact now that it ls this great pOWer o

which makes these forests particularly valuable for ‘the entixe

water economy.

- The United States is currently engaged in the systematic
destruction of all of South Vietnam's valuable woodland regions, |
. There i1s a dangex of only negligible remnanta of Vietham's o
'primordial tropical rain forest. aurviving this War,

o

‘There are examples to show that the forests which afe -
being destroyed now in this menner are lost beyond recall:'

A volcano on a small island between Sumatre and Jave -
erupted in 1883. It is very probable that the island's entire .
vegetation was destroyed at that time. New plants started grow-

_ ing on the island as soon as ‘the lava had been decomposed into
fresh 3011. Several expeditions have been sent out to observe
all the 1mportant plant resetilement stages in detail. But even
now, nearly 90 years after the event, the forest community has ;
not heen restored to dts original state by far. ' )

_ Cembodia's historic temple city of Angkor provides a aeoond
example. Angkoxr was the capital of the Khmer Kingdom from . the
12th to the l4th century. The city was destrOyed some time
later and deserted by its inhabitanta. ‘The forest has had _
“about 600 } years o cover the once cleared aree with replaoemenf_:
- vegetation. -True, a forast has grown up again over this period,:L
but not the valuable primary rain forest community. A secondary_
fqrest of leaser value is what stands there now._

L Conditiona are ‘far lees favourable for the £oreat areas,-
ﬂparticularly the mountainous onesy that are now: being deatroyad;'
with herbicidea. An. area'a nutritive subetsnces are practieal— o
1y all stored in the vagetable matbar_undan,tns‘cOnd}tiqns ‘that -

1




oy

:3’: a lerge-scale mission destroys all the vepetable matter in the

'1 The tropical rains will wash out the nutritive substances in a

shortage of mineral substances in the soil will prevent a re-

- centuries for meny reasons, Clearing the mountain regilons, the
itaking of wood by tae peasants, tornadoes, and the nismenagement
 _of the colonial era, But even in their entirety, these factors

© @id not do so much damage as the United States 18 now doing - in
 this war with its heﬁmmldalldestruction of the woodland regions,

' have already fallen prey to tne US Air Force which has frequent-

agents.

~ war, So research will already have to evolve suitable measures
_today in order that reafforestation nay o ahead smoothly,

 swiftly and, above all, et a low cost in the future. However,
ftpe point is not going to be restoring what has been destrqyed

~ rubber and kapok, colophony and terpentine, tanbark, curetives
and meny other products as well, In addition, Vietnam is a

:7’4“162r#,f
prevail in moiat and tropioal regions. Elants will soon be able
to ahsordb through their roots the suhstances that are released
through the decompoaition of dying plants, or parts of plants.
The nutritive substances will be released in their entirvety if
area. There are nd root’ systems left to absorb the free minerals,.

short time end. wash them eway into the watervays, S0 an extreme

placement of a valusble cover of plants in the affected area,

~ The forests of Vietnam have suffered demage over the past

Nearly half of the forest lands in the south of the country

ly flown large-scale missions to spray the chemi&al warfare

Wholly new tasks will face Vietnam's forestry after the

to its original state, but rather planting the most valuable
forests and plantations.possible which will then Supply the
country not only with hardwood timber and soft wood, but with

mining country and 80 requires pit props in large quantltles.
PineXly, it will have to ‘be ensured that enough woodland is 1eft
for the peasants, 1.8., woods from which the . villagers‘will
obtain their fusl. - -

Poatwar Vietnam will not be the. country it waa hefore the '

war. And that doea not only apply to its foreats.
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The -ystematic use of herbicides in forvest destruction -
_has become the prinocipal - reason for the enhanced danger of Ti .
floods, This danger becomes the greater the pmore one moves .
southwards into tke . deforeated arcas,

The danger of a flcod oceurring outside the normal rainy
season is something completely new for Vietnam. The well~ _
stocked troyical rain forests were well able to store the”
~ rain water in the soil end ite upper stratum, and both on
~and in the plants, and then graduelly to release it again., The
peaaants planted their erops in auch a way that they could
harvest them -~ by no means accidentally - during the months of
November and December when there 1s but 1ittle rain, Formally,
there was never any danger ‘of a £lood at that time of the year,

This is no longer . the case. I, for ipstance,_saw how a
relatively small amount of precipitation, approximately 30 mm
of rain, managed to turn a small, 50-metre wide river into a .
broad, l.5-km broad river wzthin a short space of time in late
 Hovember, i. N right in the middle of the rice harvest. The
result was that a fertile plain, wiaich had practically been sown
_ entirely to rice, was covered by flood water which reached &

‘depth of ona-and—a-half metres.' ' -

The reason was easily found: herbicidea had destroyed two |
thirds of tus woodldnds in the river's catchmsnt area. '

. The extent of which forests nave been destroyed, and tﬂe'
greatness of the danger of flood occurrence ¢iffer and depend
on the type of active ingredients applied. Agent White is the
most ‘dangerous of all for the forests and above all-the- water;-
| €COLOMmY y - Whereas. Agent Orange exercises the most haxmful effecta,
“on human beings. ' G

Agent Orange slashes the aignificance woodland areas have
for the water economy by about 75 per cent, Agent White, on the
other hand, reduces a forest's flood-protection value to one
-'tenth and, in the long run, to an even lower level, For the
801l can be subgected to. powerful 8solar 1rrudiation after com=
plete.deforestatiqn_wi#h the_;eau;t_that microopganisms:will

o
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'“Fdry up and be. greatly damaged. Rainfall will waah away K- con—

rf_siderable proportion of the surface soil when the nicrom

;organiama have been go affected. As soon as the above deatruction

“"_;haa reached completion most of the rain water flows off along

 the aurface, and into the rivers & little later where it will
'_lead to. floods. :

- A% least four-fifths of all V&etnam'a woodland areas muet
.f-be clasaified as protective forests, i.e.y forests that _PrO=
tect the water economy. The exemple I quoted shows that the
destruction of toese fo“ests results in severe £100d8 =~ e&- B |

" pecielly in the plains: the principal settlement areas andy

- their hones, and US pllots just shoot them down like game during

. above all, the main rice -¢ropping centres, The aggressora are
;deliherately bringing about -catastrophic floods and u51ng them
for their own purposes. kany people are being forced to leave

]

open season wilen they take to flight.

The - harvest campalgn-is & matter of life and Qdeath under
these difficult conditions. I have seen peasants, and women
peasants, too, standing up to their hips in tiae water that had
flooded the fields et harvest time, and gathering the panicles.

.'_ off the completely submerged rice plants, I wée able fo satisfy

myaelf that the entire crop bad beén harvested by tae ‘time the
water level had dropped a few days 1ater. The fleg of the
Republic of South Vietnam flew over the fields - dn defzance of

. uthe Amerlcan interventionlsts.

_ : The NLF fighters have to cOpe with even more arduous living,
working and combat conditions, I vieited a pertisan ugit - ‘
young people for the most part who are living in self-made
'sheltera. They ‘have to apend more ‘time below ground’than in the'
"light of. day. There are hardly any roads in their fighting ZOhe §
_ only trenches ) i ‘ :

The partisans do & lot of farm work wien they are not in
- action in spite of 'all the iy privations, mhey grow moat of .
their food themselvea and supply their uanit with it.-mhey even
grow rice althpugh they do not have any draught anzmala. They

oA
-
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work the’ land with Hoes.- _.'!;;'*”;»3;11a__* |
In the evening tae commander told me .about “the battles _

* the unit bad won. Afterwards, the political officer spoke- _
about the unit's successful farming recdrds food production is

a politiecal task over and above everything else in these parts.:'
e fact that ‘this unit has asked its command-fOr neither pro~

visions nor ammunition for & number of months now is not only

due to unit-based production. ‘These partisans are living in the a
neigbbourhood of a go-called ltrategic hamlet, The ponulation S
of this entire ares has been forced to reside there. Some

partisans spent their childhood in the hamlet and goined the

unit as soon as they were old enough to.cerry.a rifle, In many

- cases their parents and relatives are still living in-the

. hamlet, And communications with the strategic villawe are

_ quiie obviously. adequate ~ in spite of minefields- and eleetric
" fences, Just one more bit of evidence of the 1iberatlon forces'
close connectiones with the poPulation.

y@larié - Scoﬁrge'of-tﬂe'ir opics.

The systematic herbleide missions of the Amer ican aggxes-

- soTs over large areag of the country are alege having a pro-
__foundly detrimental effect on the public health syetem. lalaria

control ig problem No. 1 in 21l moist and tropical countries,
Cnce the gravest of all epidemics, malaria was in many ways

dnatrumental in checking the eeonomic and social rise of these'

peoples.

~ The Democratic Republic of Vietn&m carried out an extensive
anti-malaris campaign which resulted in an exceptionally large

. drop in the incidence of this disease, The public health system

rno longer needs to treat malar i as‘a”priority'problem in
Socialist Vietnem. Ite retroactive effects on public\health
are relatively small, g

o Malarila contzol was alao 1aunched succesafully in the _
liberated areaa of the south, but th@re have veen considerahle
setbacka tnere in reﬁént years.. In the first placexa Hew form
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- of malaria haa appeared there es a result of the medicines “the
'US Army gilves all servicemen within the scope of the pro-
phylactic measures 1t is carrying out against this disease, The’

‘new strein is resistant to the remedials that are generally

used in Vietnanm, - Seoondly, the many flooda have increaeed the

danger of malaria.

There are in the main three meaaures one can take to0
organize malaria control.

Qreatmsnt of the sick with medicamenta; b

Isolating the sick from the healthy in order to lessen
the dangex of thelr catching the disease;

Mosquito control (mosgquitoes are the carrier of tne'
malarial excitant).

e aggressors are disrupting all three measures with 8
view to increasing the danger of malaria, '

_ The destruction of the well-knawn Quyn Iap leprosy sang-—
torium supplied an analogous case, Many leprous patients lived
there, far from any other human habitation. US aircraft bombed
this leprosarium to the ground. The patients had to be evacuated.
Redisseminating this dangerous .and contagilous disease among the
population was tie obvious object of this exercise.

The aggressoxs are trying to reach the same goal with - _
malaria today. Floods serve this purpose above 21l other things.
Bveryone knows. that mosguito larvae live in water. There are |
three especies of malarial psrasites in Vietnam, as well as over
2 dozen insect species, all of which can transmit this disease,

- Plant and animal life hae' at £irst largely been killed off
after each forest destruction. The inseet species are the
first to xetu;n.-Mass_prbpagation is alréady taking place
~fourteen days after the forest hes been destroyed, They mul-
' tiply in numbers that far exceed their normal density, the . .
'reason being that meny other animal species, as well as some
birds and reptiles, which feed on insects have been killed off
{00, and they only return and start multiplying after a very
~much longer time. '
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_ pondo, puddlee and . water—logged bombk craters in any destroyed

. aontent of these waters. Whter that is poor in nutrient content

| ;-Stagnantlﬂatéiﬁp;ov;deoiextromoly.favouréhie.oondifioha'
for mosquito propagafion -.and there are & host of stagnant

B

forest. But the decleglve factor is furnished by the nutrient

offers moaquito larvae unsuitable conditions, but water that is.'

. rich in nutrient content can supply food for any number of

mosguito larvao. Stagnant wa+or amasses a vast amount of organic ’
matter in consequence of defoliation and forest. dastruction, and
it furnishos the mosquito 1axvae with an excellent nutrient

*suhstratum : : : ; o7

mbo following obaervation also bears witnesa to the faot
that the US aggressors are deliberately bringing about this
plague of mosquitoea. Bombs are frequently dropped on woodland
areas shortly after herbicides have bheen puj out over them.
Ihese bombinge even ccouxr when the reglon is spaxsoly populatod.
They axe evidently aimed at oreoting extra bomb craters wherve
water and nutrient substances will be gradually collected.
This measure 1s ingtrumental in substantially increasing the

- danger of mosquitoes and thereby the spreading of malarie.

~ Counter-measures will have to be teken consisbently in

_order to prevent a redissemination of .malarie. Combatting the- \

mosqulto with thse help of inseotlcides ia toe most important
measure, - o

The knapﬂaok sprayer and duster (t}pe S 100) which thﬁ GDR

hag been delivering in large quantities to the IRV and the RSV

is playing a highly significant .part in this oampaign. Several

© people assured me that this implement is doing & very good job

and that, of course, it is slso being used for noxmol pest
oontrol, Bven though it is _rathér heavy I saw women who worked
with our knapaack sprayer for quite lengthy porioda. The friend-

'ly states alsg supply most of the insecticides thet are. ﬁaed _
- there for malaria control, These supplies constitute still an-

othor’kind of solidarity aotion.,- s S
But the US crimea I have desoribed not only affect malario -
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& eontrol dangerously. There has heen an 1ncreasing ocourrence _
-of other contagious dieeases whiah are transmitted by insects._

ey inelude a form of dengue that is hard to cure. by thera—-
peutic means. . . : .

Another grave consequence of the herbicide missions is

e gt gl

the way they are endangerlng the country’s traditional’ pharmacy.,:

Tt menufactures numerous medicaments from indigenous plants ox
enimals which are very 1mportant for the country since a modern

' pharmacy finde it very difficult to develoP under war-time.

k.

conditions, Woodland planta are the principal material from o
- which medicements are made, The flors of ‘a tropical rain forest .
is farx richex and more manifold than ours is, This mesans that

1% naturally offers a host of different pogsibilities for the

- manufacture of medicamenta, possibilities that have been used

for centuries, Nearly every village has a "apeciallst" who
makes these remedies.

Extensive forest destruction has made a large number of
woodland plant species comparatively rare, Amone tiem are
species that used to grow in ahundanc@.lmhe hospitals in the
“gouth have to send out regular expeditions now to gather the
important madicinal planta. ' :

Some qg the Vﬂetnamese plant@ used to_groduce medicamenta .

Dichroa fehrifuga LOUR., leaves; against malaria

Alstonia acholaris R. BR., ‘bark; against malaria

' Kinospora crispa (?), stalks; against malaria

Ginnemomum camphora NLSS et EBERM,,. bark; tonic _
Caesalpinia sappan L., (To moc), leaves; against ‘diarrhen | |
- Ieonurus heterophyllus SWEET, (Ich men); against dyamenorrhea
Reuwolfia vertlcillata L., (Ba gac), relezative

Lactuca indice L., (Bo vong anh) leaves; against furunculoais _f:

Lonicara Japanica THUNB., (Kim ngan Hoa), flowers; against

inflammations i
Xanthium strumarium L., (Ke dan Ngua), ;ruit, agalnst furueus-

losis

Quisqualis 1ndica L., (Su quan Tu), frgit, abainst worms



\H . S .- - 10_9‘_._'“

Stemona tﬁbérosafLOUB.; (Babh-hd},'rootsj'cough\remedy

Plantago asiatica L., (Me De), leaves; diuretie

Orthosiphon stamineus BENTH,, (Reu NMeo), leaves; diuretic'
Oassia tora L., {Thao Quyet. Minh), grains; laxative =
Ardaisia apec.,(cay Khoi), 1eaves; agqinst stomech Wledrs:
Slegesbecklse orientalis L,, (Hy‘thien), against rheumatism

'Fibraurea tinctoria EDUH., (Hoang Dang), etelks and roots;

: against dysentery.
Eoliyta alba HAS&K., (Nho noi); haemostatic,. also checke

: inflammationa
Penax pseudo-ginseng WALL., (Tem That); tonie '

- AcanthIOpanax SpecCes (Ngu gia Bi)s tonie

Holarrhens antidysenterica WALL., (Muc hoa Trang)j against
- | - dysentexy

4 Btart is now being aystematically made to make botanicel -
meps of the plaoes where these plants are still growing to
protect what remains of them, and to keep them available for
medicament menufaeture, It is alao intended to taks suitable
measures to prevent people from making excessive use of stocks,
and to achleve a state of equilibrium bhetween stock increment
and utllization, In some cases a start has even been made to

© cultivate formexly common plant specles, The Vietnzmese have
~taken this step in order to ensure that backwood regions are
in no danger of not receiving their supplies of some of the im-
- portant medicamenta. A call has dbeen issued to all the villages

to jodn in thia e&mpaign.

Priority attention is being paid to the mannfactura of
many of these medicaments = many. of whioh are used to fight
malaria, Some of these remedies are used to control the
malarial peragites while others are administered to combat
malaria indirectly. One has to try to get a malaria patientts

". temperature down, boost and stimulate his circulatory system,

and do a lot of othex. thinga to make him well agein, Mhdicaments

;-that serve these purposes are alao made from woodland plants

whioh used to grow in abundance but have now becoma rare.



o | ;fliov; |

Haking medicament production more difficult is another
thing the high command of the ﬁs armed forces in Saigon is
- doing. deliherately. Keeping 1n.mind the link ‘thet existe he— .
 tween malaria control and the social and economic rise of a
nation, one ecannot but drew a eingle conclusion from this
- practice: He who makes malaria control more difficult in a
country, wants to meke iaolation meaaurea ineffeotive, creates -
~ opportunities for an increased multiplication of malaria car-
xiers, and demages the medicament industry, wants to exclude
the peoyle concerned from an economic and social upswing fox a

1ong time 0 eome and push then. back to the position from‘which

1% started along its arduous road many years ago.

 Poisoniggs and Hefeditarz Lesion

"The herbicide missions that arg being “£lown in Vietnam
affect the state of health of the p60ple involved direectly -
and most detrimentally. These effecte are caused exclusively
- by the excessive ratee at which the herbicides are put out.,

_ They are generally used as formulations which exceed By tonw
fold and, in part, even by 50—fold the rate of applicetion

- pemmitted in the United States, or in our own counﬁry.

. . derlal spraying covers vast strétches of land with the .
result that people who live in the mission area have no chance
of escaping the herb@cides.

. Asthenis (mlysioal debility)

" The skin, eyes, nasal and pharyngeal organs of & person
 whose hody surface has absorbed large quantities of 2,4-D,-
2e4,5=T and other substances will suffer extensive damage.
There are people who were Surprised by a herbicide miasion
while working in the fields or the woods, Their health is im=
‘paired for weeks and months, and they are unahle tc work in. the
fields quite 2 time, o - o v

_ ‘The name- glven by—doctors to this clinical picture is
asthenia or general physioal debility_,&ts most striking aymp-
tome are: musaular atony, physical atony, and extrems fatigue-_




~after doing\anything for a short tima that entails making an
effort. . . _

. . dn other caaes, a8’ person's eyes will react most sensitive—

_ly, particularly the cornea, It is not yet certain wlhether the -

‘active ingredients of- +the applied compounds cause the damage,

or the solvents, Some people suffer so badly that impaireﬂ-
vigion makes them 1ncapacitabed for work for some time.

There are a few cases of peraons whose skin reacts very

sensitively to the oil-ester formulations. They break out in
a yash which is bard to hesl, The peripherous nerve endinge

.. are frequently affected a8 well. There is, for inatance, the'

soldieyr who is now lying in one of the NLF hoapitals after
having been caught up in one of these missions when he wae
with ‘his unit. That happened one-and-s-helf years ago. He .
lost all sense of touch in the skin of his head, his hands,
his tongue and in his pharynx, i.e., everywhere where either

- his skin or mucous membranes were directly exposed fo the
_compounda that had been sprayed., His greatest soorow is that
the doctors have been unable to restore his fighting cepability
in spite of all they have done.

I met a peasant woman in Vinh Linh who had been sprayed
with a8 compound herbicide (probably Agent Orange) last 4ugust
while on her way %o the'fielas. She fainted, vomited blecd and
had to be sent to hospltal. She still has fits of repeated
faintlng today, and has stowach.pains all the time, General
physical debility forced her to gtay at home for monthe on end.
She bad to be nurssd, and was unable to work in the fields.

It must be uwnderstood that all these symptoms are caused .
by substances that are not aimed directly against human beings,
but are primarily used to kill off plants, The American aggres-
soxrs arve trying to destroy the'foreats,;but they‘are fully awsare

. of the fact that they are at the same time demolishing the fdun-i'f”

dations upon which the people have built up their life, and
impairing their health.. : : :
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B&rth Deformities o

_ What is probebly the worst effect US hexbicide mieeions
_are ‘having on the population may be observed. among the new-
born, In the spring of 1969 the Pentagon and the US President .
received = report to the effect that laboratory animals had
besn experimented on with Agent Orange, and that 1t causes birth
deformities in mother animels who are exposed to this active y
' 'ingredient during gestation. The report wae et first kept eecret. '

In July 1969 a Saigon paper published the first report
about the large number of birth deformities that had beeh ob-
served in newborn babiee An the vicinity of the city. Attempts ‘
~were made later to suppress similar reporta in the Saigon press, .
but fresh reporta about the increasing incidence of birth
deformities have continue to leak out,

- Te Americen report on birth deformities in newborn anjmale
was finally released in the US press, It could well be that
opponents of this criminal policy used a securlty gap to raise
the alarm with the public.

We shall now have to outline the fundamentals of this
_phenomenon.

Agent Orange contains two active ingreaiente which have
become well~known under their abbrevisted des1gnations. 2¢4=D"
and 2,4.5.~T During ‘the manufacture of 2,4,5-T tetrachloro-- B
dibenzo-dioxin (which will hereafter be referred t¢ a8 dioxin-
%o simplify metters) . is produced in more or less 1arge quantitiee
ag a hy-produet. ; o _ _ o b

_ The - epiepastic effects of dioxin were diaeevered several
'yeara ago, Serious skin injuries had already occurred during
- the 19503 among Dow Chemical Corporation workera who oPerated

the 2.4,5~1 plant. :

ke above-menﬁlened hy-product wag discovered and inveetm
igated in greater detaill in consequence of  these in;uriee. It
‘hes a powerful effect even though it only obtains in small
quan‘bi'hies. : o




. 27+ 8 ppR.

. B . A PO - . B

: ![he Forma.tion o:r Qiox:ln and ite Effao'!:s

1, 2.4, 5-tetrachlorobenzene 13 the atarting material for
the - oynthesis of 2, 4.5-triohloro-phenoxy acetic acid, The
Process entails the saponifioation of one chlorine atom. by
NeOH in & me thanol solution, Irichloro—phenylato is thna o
' produoed gnd subsequently decomposed douhly with monochloraootio.=

aoid. ' .
a ., a ONa @

| Naof GLOH,COOH
@ a il ¢l

" The filrst-mentioned reaotion takeo rlace under pressure and |
at a temperature of approximately 160°, It is here that small
" quantities of 2,3.6. T-tetraohloro—dibenzo—dioxin are produced
ags a by-producte Ite formation takes place as followsz :

\O- CEL, COOH

/ OJ;‘J'

a1 ) A |
| R + 2 NaCl
Gl ol Na0

_ The quantities in which the by-product is produced depend
upon . the temperature at which the reaction takes place, Hle-
vated temperatures have a favourable effect on its formation.

_ The Dow Chemicel Gorporation improved its produection plants
in 1965 after -many of its workers started suffering from severe
acne, an ailment that hed been caused by plant leakage, The |
result was a drop in the dioxin content of 2, 4.5-T t0 below 0,5
po (0,5 mg/kg). But the apeoified dioxin content of Dismond
" Alkali Corporation produota is over 50 timoa as high, nemely,

-~

Acooraing o Cettel (Mod. Uhfallverh. 8, 1963-64. 19)

= _dioxin causes “aevero, fatal hepatio neoroses" in rahbits and

.
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_ Wabove all aeridua, hardly reversihle changes in the skin of. ;'
hnman heings" : '

Tbrategenic effects: The normal percentage of deformed
progeny of laboratory animala that have been experimented Pn
renges from seven to thirteend A dose of 4.6 mg 2. 4. 5-T'with
its impuritiea let this percentage rise to 39, and 1% reached
100 after the application. of'a dose of 46.4 mg/kg. |

Iaboratory animals were experimented on with purifiad di—
oxin (eontent 51 %) Ninety-eight per cent of their progeny
were still-born after the application of dosages of only .
0.0091 mg/kg. Thet both qioxin end 2.4, 5—T exercise 8 syn-
ergistic effect cannot he ruled out,

The Pentagon started out by trying to play down the report
by saying thet 1t had not been verified and that it was unsound.
Howe#er, geveral acientific insfitutiona have in the meantime
explicitly confirmed that the deformities do result from the
causes auspected.

Observetions made in the Salgon area have made it highly
‘probable that dioxin has the same dangerous effects on human
‘beings. Absolute certainty cannot be obtained because ex-~
| perimenting with such a dangerous suhstance on human baings is
~4n itself prohibitive. But current ohservationa indicate that
expeotant mofhers will in many ceses give'birth to deformed
babies if they come into contact with Agent Orange during. the
second to fourth month of pregnancy - either by breathing it
in, or by absorbing it through the skin, -or by eating or drinlk-
ing contaminated food or drinking watex,

 Several of these children have now been thoroughly examined
at the Viet Duc Hospital in Hanol which is currently being re-
conatructed with the help of the GDR. Seversal cases of’Down'l
-syndroma have been confirited. Down's syndrome is the moat
serious hsreditary disaase known to men.

_ The disease is ceused by & surglus chromOSOme «~ the outcome
of an anomalaus miosis, Children with Down's ‘syndrome have 47
chromosnmea and not 46 1ike narmal people, They have three
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ShrOmOBOMES 21 inetead of the nermal tWoe Henee the term bris
lomia 21, | - | -
\ mhe elinical picture was eetabliehed over, a century 8g0,
- but only = little more than ten yeara ‘have paeeed since its
. lcytolﬁgieal foundations were. investigated. Iselated cases. occur
in every nation. Thie‘deformity afflicts every 2,500th - ehild
that. ie born to younger mother-, ie6.y 0.04 per cent, butb fhis.
"percentage risee appreciehly in the case of older mothers.,

Children who have such a eurplus chromosome will at beet
haﬁe attained_the:phyaical constitution of a ten—year-old chilg o
when they are adult. They remain small in stature, their limbs |
are short and stunted, and their bodies are elumaily structured,
The neurocranium is not infrequently smaller than normel. Theref
is, in addition, an ocourrence of various, frequently highly._
typlcal, physieal deformities, We shall expound these deform-

- itdies with the ~help of examples later chl, '

_ Ghildren who suffer from Down's syndrome will at best have .
acquired the mental status of a normel seven—year-old when they
are grown Upe This means thet as adults they will at beast be
able to do the work of the first year of school. So the harm
done to theilr minda ie,even'grever than the damage euffeied‘by
“their bodies. Development and growth'are so severely reterded i
with meny of theee children that they cannot even reach the
above values.

Over one. quarter of all babies that are born during certain
- months in regions thet have been ®prayed extensively with Agent .
- Orange, and at the rates.of application that are generally uged, - .
... over South Vietnam, are born with either such or other serious
deformitiea, Oxr they. are stillborn since these chromoeomatic
_melformatione also 1ncreaee the number of etillbirths substanti-~
. ally. e normal ocourrence of Down's eyndrome hag. been in- ‘
- creased by 500-fold at least in this part of tie werld.

Tiis 1s what Walter Sulliven had to say about this aubgect'
in the Internationai Hereld ﬁmihune of 31 December 1970: -

o . .
e . : .




e "In the 1959-1968 period nore than 4y ooo doformed |
.. . children were born 4in the children's hoepital in- Salgon.-;
After the rapld inerease in tho extent of forest devaataw'
tion‘with chomicals in 1966 = suddsn increase in de-
formities was noted. Split palates and a deformation of
s the spine, the so-called spina vifida, occurred especial-'“

1y frequently..._ .

- "In the Tay Ninh provincial hoapital, in the center of
& favourite operational area of the ranch hends, there
'wero'64'oases of deformity among 1,000 new-born vabies.
In Salgon the figure is 26 out of 1 000.”'(retranslated
from German)

Exaot nunbers oannot be quoted posztivoly et preaent, hut
their magnitude can be assessed. We know how large the sprayed
areas are and the percentage that were sprayed with Agent Orange.
'Accurate data on the size of the population of these sreay has
_ been recorded. Thls means that one lnows how many people the

-missions affected, Other known factors are the birth rate in

- these regions, and the peroentage of thne ﬁefective newly~born. - _
So cne can give an approximate estimation of the numbexr of birthﬁ_

'deformities. : :

Provided that it he understood that this estimate oannot
be anything but a- cautious one, it may be assumed that there
are at lemst 25,000 children with hereditary defects in South
Vietnam. This figure does not include all the as yot unborn
1babies whose mothers were sprayed during the missions that were
£lown iIn reoent menths, But it does ineclude all those who were
stillborn, or died soon after birth, on account of their gerious
' chromooomatic defects. Even after. the war, it will pmobably be
possible to arrive at. only an approximation of the entire ocalo
- of this orimo since one Wlll only be able to examino the
lurvivors when the time comsa.- e

 JYe_ ahall now look into the case histories of two South B
Vietnamese children who were born with Town's ayndrome-

1. oagg thi thu mhqx. The 1ittle girl was born on 7 neoem--’
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 ber 1967. Her mother, Le thi nha Mei, is 40 yeare old, wes born
in Quang Nam - just aouth of the 17th parallel, From 1964 0
- 1969 the mother lived - in areas that were polluted several times -

' with herbieidee. After the miesiens,'ehe ate food and Arank
_':water that had been contaminated hw hgent Orange.

She euffered from neithex oomplainte nor lllness during
-her pregnancy, 8he took no medicines, nox was she X~rayed.
‘Delivery wes uncomplicated, She nursed her child for 12 monthe, =

‘Hoang thi thu Thuy was 21 months old before she could sit

- and 32 months ¢1d before she was able to etand, dut even now she
“has to be eupported. Her condition is caused by hypotonia. Now,
at the age of three, this little girl cannot say a eingle word
and is ususlly abeolutely apathetioc. '

Other symptoms The wrist-jointe are sasily bent back., The
eyellds are drawn very far back and form an "epicanthus fold"
in the greater canthue. The eyes are spaced far apert (hyper-

‘ teloriem), and the ¢hild has = pronounced squint. The position

of her legs is unnatural: a factor thet made learning to stand

and walk harder, She was born without one of the lines of her
hands.

2, Nguyen thi Thuy, This little girl was born on 9 December
1969. Her mother, Thran thi Cuo, 23, comes from Quang Tri
Province. This province borders on the 17th parellel. She lived
in a mountain village for three yeare. Agent Orange was eprayed
- over this village several timee, and ehe was caught up in one.
~ such mission while working in ‘the woods during her second montn'

of pregnancy.

The mother enjoys the beat or health. She euffered from:
_no complainte during pregnancy, took no medicines, ahd was
not X-rayed, She wee brought to North  Vietnam ong-and-a«half -
months after the last herbicide mission. She hed her baby 1in -
Hanoi. It welghed 2.5 ke (5 1bs .8 0z) 8t birth.

_ _ The deformities were: 1mmed1ately apparent. The child -
.suffers nearly continuously from respiratory dieerde:a.and she
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5ﬁhae alwaye got her head ‘bent far back in order to be able to
breathe at all, & hollow appears between her collax- bonee with
- every breath she takes. ' -

_ There is an abnormal cavity in the roef of the mouth. The-"
'7'greatly reduced size of the neurocranium (a so-called micro=

“cephelism) i8 the most sbriking symphom’ of 8ll, The child's
ears are enlarged end her- eyebrowe are very pronounced. -

Her phyeical development at the age of ten months was

. highly subnormel: Weight - 5 kg; length - 41 em; - circumferenee
- of the cranium -~ 31 cm,

‘The child ie entirely without reflexes. She can neither
-crawl nox furn from one side to the other -when she is lying
down. Nor cen she stand or walk, She reacts only to food,
cannot epeak, and givee no sign of eny apprecieble mental deve
Ielopmen‘b. . '

There are very'alight preapecte for her'further phéeical
and mental growth, and the proapeota for her life expectancy
Bxreg very slight as well,

Iheee two 1little girle have to be nureed all the time =

: aa do other, eimilarly afflicted children. Even if the condi—l

tions under which they will grow up are favourable, end even
if they receive the best of care, they will never be able to-.
- earn theilr living or lead a life of thedir own,

Axtempts are being made to improve the health of children
who have Down's syndrome with the help of medicaments, But

' these efforts have not proceeded beyond the very initial stage.

' Me only thing one might possibly be able to improve is their
 muscular teneion. This would ensble them %o learn to stand -
'end walk., But any kind of a cure, anything even approaching
& restoration of their normal mental or physical development
-and funetions lies quite outside the realm of posseibility,

Apaft frem'Dewn'e eyndrome,_there'haveibeen e'certain_
number of cases of so-called multiple abexrations, Several

ohromosomes have been’ damaged in some way in +this event. & piecs

of a chromoeome can, for 1natanee, breek awey and hecome loet,
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4\or attaoh itself to another ohromosome where ita 1noorrect ,
plaaing w111 prevent it from being able to exercise its normal
'funct;ons in oollahoratinn'with the othér genes (position factor)
Nom will the genes be able to do the Job they are meant to in _
the procesa Qf the organism'a further davelopmant if- chromosomes
break apart and ‘then grow togethar again in a wrong position.

The following case, which was- examined thoroqgg_y in '
.Hanoi. 8erves as g peztinent examgle _ - .- _

_ Hoang thi Hien. This little girl was born on 19 May 1959._-
A cytological analysis disclosed that she is suffering from
multiple chromosomatic aberrations. Her mother, Hoeng thi Ian,
38, comes from Quang Tri Province. She has two older,. healthy
'childrenf A 1l7-year-old daughter, and a son who 18 15, The .
mother wes caught in three herbicide missious at home « the -
last one when she was in the second month of pregnancy. She
wasg brought to the north of Vietnam later on, and had her bahy
in Hanoi. The child Weighed 343 kg at birth,

_ The child suffers from general muscular debility. One foot:
_ has six toes - the resnlt of chromosomatic malformations, The
£ifth and the sixth toe of this foot have grown together. A
roentgenogram showed that the bones of both of these joined
toes (syndactylism) grew separetely. The position of several

- other toes is ahnormal while others are stunted.

In additlon, there are nany other kinds of aberrations,
-includlng aberratlons of the internal’ organs. The girl's head
haa an extremely 0dd. shape, The back of her head ls flattensd

. in a vexy pronounced degree - a aymptom whileh indicates that her

mental processes are in all probability disturbed in 2 very
'aubstantial meagure,

The child was born with chronic purulent opthalmia.;_
Doctors have made every effort to cure tnis malady, but to no
: avail.

The poaition of tne thumb ia atriking, too. Ite terminal

- phalanx is 80 thickened that it looks . lige a drumatick. It hes _&'-'

LGot grown in opposition to the fingers, but on one and the same
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: mnscular debility, and she ia‘unahle to crawl forwarda when: Bhﬂ-_ii?
is laid face down, o
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level with +hem, mhs.s position of" the 'bh'u.mb haa largely mduceﬂ
the hand's graaping Qapacity. _ |

~

The child can neither it nor stand on account of her

Down's gyndrome or multiple aherrations occur in. over one'ya”--*

quarter of all the new-born in certain age-groupa in. several

: regzona of South Vietnem that bave been sprayed with chemiespl

warfare agents. mhere have also been 1aolated cages of even

- graver deformitiea. Saigon papers printed a photcgraph of a
four~legged stillborn bvaby, The su@ernnmerary linbe were some—
what shorter than the normal lege. The supernumerary left limb
had grown tOgethar with the normal left leg - as had the super-
PUReTEXY and normal right legs. Ihere have also been several
cases of spinal defozmations and palatoschiszs.

-When chromosomatic defects or Supernunerary cuaromosomes oc-
cur in such large numbers one can safely assume that thorough
cytological and clinical analyses wouwld also discloseé- genetic
leslons in other children of the same age, These investigations
will have to be carried out after the war - despite the major
expense they entail - in order to obtain a more detailed pictuxre

“of the degree in which US chemical warfare hag afflicted the

peOple with hereditary defects. Ihis is one of the difficult
tagks facing the Viethamese health service in the future.

. The following observatlon is also indicatlve,nf the fact :
that ‘substantial sections of the population may well hgve in-
‘curred serioua inauries. Leukemia, a patnoloblcal 1ncreaae in
white blood corpuscles, is very widespread among"adulta and
the new-born in those areas that have been syrayed with Agent :
Orange, Leukemia is frequently coupled with Down's syndrome

| and other genetic lesions, Hence, 1t is not out of the question

that, in -addition to those children who have obvious deformities-
which the doctors ean easily diagnose, there are large parts '

”_of the poPulation whe have been gravely harmed by tne chemical

warfare agenta.




mEks for the Scien'bist

- ' We lnow as yet very little abaut this group of prohlems.
)umhat 1s why science needs to investigate 1t in great detail,
We shall’ now 1ist = ‘number of questions to which there ie no
reliable answer at preaent in ordexr- to meke tha whole problem
understandable:

a) How high is the dioxin eoptent of ‘the products of the

. individuel £1rme? Do the charges of one and the same production
~ plant differ in coptent? Upon what does the dioxin content

' depend? Ave all the 2.4.5-T preperations that are currently
being used in ‘pest control really innocuaus? Only some of them
.have been proved to be harmless._ - ‘

~b) How 1is dioxin absorbed? In what quantities is it abeorbed.
by - the skin? How can one protect oneself against the abaorption
‘of dioxin? ‘In what quantities is dioxin detectable in drinking
“water? How does the content ‘change in the course of time? Is
weshing oneself with stagnent water dangerous afier a mission
has been flown, and for how long would this danger obtein? What
xinds of food could contein the pozaon? For how long does dioxin
remain detectable?

_ ¢) Can the humen body store~ﬂioxin? For how long would it
" be stored? Is it decomposed or is it excreted, and how? Are
there means which could be used to prOtéct the body against
the noxious effects of dioxin?

_ d) Are the hereditary defects reatricted to unhorn babiea?
‘During which months of pregnancy is the danger the greatest?
How can one protect mother and ehild against these effects?
Have defects also occurred in other parts of the p0pulation?
_What is the reason for the frequent incidence of leukemia in
' the mission areas? | - | \ | o

Science must tackle, and will have to aolve all thaae '
prohlems. Many a scientific worker in the United States has
joined in on their investigation becauae he is in disagree-
‘ment with the US administration's policy of aggression or be-
cause he ib at least in disagreement with these oriminal



e 'herbio:l.dal misaions.

Ihere are many reasons as to - why thia is particularly imp

ﬁhlporfant: Fbr instance, certain inveatigations have to be per-

iiformed in the mission areas in order o oollate oomprehensive
' evidence which will, in particular, remqve g1l doubt about _
" the link prevailing between herbicidael ﬁissions and “the occur-r 7
“rence of birth deformitias. Another reason is that proteative
- measures can only be put into effect in the flghting Zones.
_-On-the-apot investigaetione would also make the dimensilons of the
“crimes that are being committed in South Vietnanm. even nore -
-obvious. N .

Senator Nelson told the US Congresa in August 1970.

'wm. Piesident, in 1962, with no idsa of What the conse--
quence would he, the United- States began 8. new form of waxfare
on the ervironment of Vietnsm that is ‘1likely to have future _
~ disastrous reactions on all forms of life in that small Sowthe
east Asian nation. In & Llittle more than emght.years, the
United States has sprayed mdre than 1oo'mi1110n pounds of
assorted herbicide chemicals over more than 5 1/2 million acres -
of Vietnam to defoliate forests and kill food crops alleﬂedly

f_.grown to supply enemy forces, The United States has spreyed

_ enough chemleals to amount to six pounds for every man, women,
and ch:le in 'lm.a‘b country. '

"Never in history has_anyhnation ever declared wey on the .
environment of & nation... | o

nmhis"hation may well have set &n ecologic time fuse in
 Vietnam ‘that will reverberate down the life chain causing wide-_
-spread deatructimn by wiping out forms of plant, animal - and '
aquatic life that can never be repldced, with implications
for the people who live there that cannot be evaluated untll
aome time in the future v _ -

West Germany *e Gontergan (a thalidomide preparation)
scandal comes to mind in thia connection. This scandal got
. quite e measure of public;ty only reﬁently when the legal

"'.proceedings that hed been inatituted agalnat “the manufaoturers o




(if ene wants to give tnem this name) petered out withcut muchffffl

ado. There dre at 1east 2,500 chilaren with deformed limbs

- ang defecbive nexvous aystems in the PFederal Republic of

Gexmany beeause thair mothers todk contergan during pregnancy.
' The menufacturers = ghem;e-brunenthal - had advertised the -
30porific widely for four-andua-half yeaﬁa, and eold it at a8
vast profit for the sam& length of time,

It muat be clear that /the- cruelty of the herhioidal crimes :
Codp South Vietnam surpasses by far both in scope and ' in effecta
the already horrible. sufferings\Contergan children angd tnelr
parents have to hear.

“In the first place the numher of deformed children ie mich
larger - probably ten times as large. And this number is
steadily inﬁreasing_sincp,criminal missiéns.are;still being
£lown with Agent Orange even though evidence of its barbsarie
effects has been presenteds All the Pentagon's attempts to
diverst attentioﬁ from this fact have been unmasked;

. Secondly, and with the exception of s few very serious'
- cases, Contergan cnildxen were mostly afflicted with vodily
deformltles. Down's syndrome crlpples.most people mentalxy.

Mhirdly, Contergan 4id not give rise to hereditary de-
_fects. The deformities it causes are by neture only modicative.
Dioxin, however, damages the chromOSOmes, and these defects
axe hereditary. Medical literature already contains 1mportant )
references to this effect. There are seven women with Downls o
‘syndrome who had eight chiildren in all, Four of these children,
‘i.e.y exactly 50 per cent, suffer from the same serious mental
and physicel defects, Where multiple aberretions are concerned,
' we must even count on the entire progeny having physical and
mentel defects. And we have no idea at 211 of the number of
" cases of new-born babies who have slight, not immediately
obvious chromosomatic defects which may perhaps only become
“apparent in their future pIOgeny.

An International Gonference of Seientlfic Wbrkars on the
CQnduot of the Ghemical Wﬁr in Vietnam adopted the . following



{o_fresolution (from which we shall present oxoorpts) in Paris ‘oh’”

12 December 19705

"mhere\is today proof that aefoliants and herbioidos ex-.j

!'7*eroise a. direct effeot on - the population and - tho fauna. Ihere

;“-are well—founded reasona for aosuming that expooure to de-
| foliants oan oause viaual dieorders and hereditary defoots.

-"Irrefutable is the evidence of the direct effeots theae
."dofoliants have on food crOpe, foresta and tLe ontire planb 3
 world. They bring about general femine and. immeasurable. suffer- -
Cing among the oivilian population whose life is disrupted
. profoundly. Their long-term effeots include- grave and possibly
© irreparable disturbances of the ecology, the soil and the -

B  cl1mate of vast regions of Vietnam.l

, "The megnitude of the loss of human life, and the various
) '_kinds of damage that have been done to nature, allow for the
- conelusion that we are faced here by genocide and an over-

':flapping biccide, "

(12 exiate aujourd'hui des preuves que 1es défoliants et .
herbicides ont des effets directs sur la population et sur la
; faune. On est fondé 4 penser que ltexposition aux défoliants )
~ pewt entralner notamment des troubles do la vision et des

"1ésions généthues. o . v

_ "Ia preuve ‘des. effeot direots de oes défoliants gur les
'plants vivriéres, les forets et sur toube la végétation, est

'?..incontestablo. Ils entralnent une famine généraliaée et dtim=

‘menses souffrances parmi 1es vopulations. civiles dont le mode
Qe vie est profondément perturbé. Leurs effeto &long terme
. entrainent des bouleversements profonds, pouvant &tve irré-
fao_versibles,de 1'6cologie, du sol ot du olimat 3o vastes régions

du Vietnam )

) "L'ampleur des pertes hnmaines, 1es atteintea de toutes h
'_;sortes contre la Nature, permettent de conclure que l'on se
[Ttrouve eén face d'un génocide double. d'un biooide. ')

The following neoda to be said after all tois hag been

1



_ ;&scertained' This intentional use of chemicala o destroy the
' foundatlons of = people's 1ife, to polson ity end o afflict_
it with hereditary defects is 3 misqpe of science and at the

seme time the b;ggest wax crlme since atomic _bombs were drOpg__
‘gn.Hiroahima and Nagaaaki,

_ - The worldwide protest againat this. systematieally pursued
murder of the people of Vietham -~ the extension of the way
threatens Iaos and Oambodie with the same fate - has not yet
succesded in forcing the aggressor to sbandon his dirty work.
‘e Pentagon has ordered the production of 700,000 gallons of
&gent Blue {(over 2 640 tons) and 600,000 gallons of Agent White
(over 2,250 tons) for use in South~East Asia during the 1970-71
fiacal year salone. No data ‘were | published about Agent Orange,.

_ _ Informing the world public about the monstrous dimen-
. slons of these crimes must therefore be our objective, We must
force US imperialism in worldwide, common struggie to stop

- ite sggression, which is in violation of international law, in

Vietnam and the whole of South-East Asim, and bo withdraw its
troops -at once and unconditionally. The peoples who have
suffered so terribly over the past yéars will then be able to
solve theix probiegp themselves, and to heal the wounds of war,
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M. X l amar /R WiHnsche
Hembera of the stafr of the Vietnam Oommiaaion

Jme Payis Vietnam negotiationa (Decsmber 1962}

Ehe brave Vietnameae people, aupported by the Sooialiat
countries and in the first place by the Soviet Union, the
international working class and the whole of prOgrésaive nan- ,
kind, are conducting & heroiec struggle againat the American ag-
gressor and his satellites, foxr .the withdrawal of all foreign
troops and the reunification of Vietnam, The organized livera-
_tion struggle of the Vietbamese patriots is comprehensive and
oompriaea the politinal, military, aconomic and ideological gs .
well as the diplomatio field., Only on account of this com-
prehensive struggle could the important successes up to now be
obtained, Especilally the struggle on the diplomatic level, _
which is today primarily menifested in the Paris negotiations,-
is inéeparahly linked with the entird-courae of evente.,

How Qi d the Negofiationa in Paris Come about?

Firat, ths most important historioal faots should be re-
called, US imperialism considered and still coneiders Indochina
and especially Vietnam an important link in the chain of ita
aggressive strategy on Asia directed against the Socialist coun-
tries and the national liveration movement, Immedistely after
-, the adoption of the Géheva Agreements it set course on an open

breach of the agreements, One of its decisive eteps in thie
‘direction was the formation of & puppet regime in South Vietnam.
~ The US found willing tools in the political adventurer Diem
and among reactionaries of all shades, not least the big - . -
landowners. In open violation of the Geneva Agreements Diem
 proclaimed the "Republic of Vietnan" which was immediately
included in the zone of jroteqtion_of the aggressive SEATO pact.
The USA thereby erected & puppet regime in south Vietnam in '
sunion with South Vietnamese reaction and in violation of the
Geneva kgroomants and ‘international law, After its installation
N campaign of terror began against all democratic forces in the
gouth which rangod from discrimination against the minorities,
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the suppression of the Buddhists, the foroible abolition of the
results of the land reform, the prohibition of all demooratiec
organizationa to the mass physioal extermination of former

*resiatanoe fighters,

. Instead of fulfilling ths Geneva provisions everything was

‘done to undermine then, the nscessity of a "march to the north"

was propagated and South Vietnam was gradually transformed

.4nto an Ameriocan military base. That was the situation in which

the firét armed self-defence troops were formsd by the South
Vietnamese people until f£inally in 1960 the progressive and

_revolutionary forcea of the eountxy united in the National

Liberation Front (NIF) which set 1tself the task of consistent-'

1y implementing the Genova decisiona also in the asouthern part '
; of Vietnan. : '

The union of the patriotic foreea of the National Libera~ -
tion Front of South Vietnam, the formation of regular 1iberation

forces guickly showed the 1aolation of the Diem regime and the

fragility of thd American positions among the populstion of the
South., It increagingly recognized in the NLF the legitimate
representative of its interests, In view of ‘this developnent

the USA bad its tool Diem murgdered and installed.an open milita-
Ty dictatorehip which, however, in 1963~64 under the blows of
the powerfully grown- peOplo'B movement in South Vietnam stag-
gered from putsch to putsch and in spring 1965 waa on the verge
of & total catastrophe., Now the so-called hawks of the mil itary-
industrial complex of the USA came on the scens and "punished”,
ag they put it, the namocratic Republic of Vietnam for ths guc-

cesses of the South Vietnameae patriots. Pinally the USA

shifted over to the use of its own soldiers and a powerful
military tochnology in South Vietnam in order to intervene
directly in the war and thua launched one of the biggeat genoci—
dal Operations in history.

Despite its material superiority it became ever cleaxer
in the course of the aggresaion that the USA is not in & poeition
to force a military aolution in its sense. The herolo struggle
of the Vietnamese people in the North and South, the succoaaos
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or the air defenoe or the DRV and of the. national liberation
forces of the NLF of South Vietnam imposed heavy 1osaes on

the aggressor. The Soviet Union and the other Soclalist coune

. 'tries including the GDR granted the Vietnamese people ‘varied

and growing political, moral and material aid and considerably
contributed o the fact that American imperielism did not at-
“tain its goale, Not least important in this was the inter-
national eoljdarity throughout the world, including the USA,
The isolation of the USA and the pressure of 1nternational
public opinion for ending the Vietnam war steadily increased.
In this connection the main document of the International Con~
' ference of Communist and Workers' Partles aptly pointed out:

. "Mhe war in Vietnam most convincingly proves the

contradiction between the aggressive plans of imperialism

and its ability to implement them, The mightiest im-

perialist power, American imperislism, is suffering 1

defeats in Vietnam. Thet is of historic importance, "

It should be remembered that the USA was forced to declare
ite readiness to negotiate over a political soluticn of the
- Vietnam problem. On this question it was no 1onger in the of-
fensive; it had to yield to the pressure of events. At the same
time its position during these negotiations is also clear, It
seeks in every way possible to make the talke difficult, to.
burden them, to drag them out and finally cause their failure
by all kinds of unaoceptable'pfoposala and at the same time
and parallel to the talke to further escalate the wer in Viet-

- nam, The petriote in Vietnam are therefore faced with the task

in Paris of pushing through thelr just proposdls, exposing the
_manoeuvrea of the opponent and utilizing the talks as an inter-

- national tribune for condemning the sggressor before the world.

P

Jhe DRV - USA Preliminary megotiationn
After long delay on the part of the USL the official

| talks between the DRV and the USA began on the Vietnam problem

on 10 May 1968 in Paris, On 1 April 1968 Johnson had to ordexr
the limitation of the air war againat the DRV to the "area near
the frontier" between North and South Vietnam, without which .
the preliminery negotiations. could not have begui.
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| The negotiations centred on the question of completely .
ending the bombing as & prerequisite for beginning the negotia-
tions proper, The DRV quite rightly demanded the unconditional
stoppaéo.of_ﬁhp bombing. A5 the vietim of the US aggrqaaion,"
it decisively resisted letting the conditions for negotistions
. be dictated by the aggressor., The .complete and unreserved
~ ending of the bombing was a fundemental question for further
 negotiatione, Already in ite four-point statement the govern-
. ment of the DRV bad unequivocglly underlined this demand and
* was thue in full agreement with the five~point progrem of the
NLF of South Vietnam. These progrems of the DRV and the NLP
further oontained, as is known, the demand for the withdrawal
of all foreign troops from the territory of South Vietnam,
‘respect for the basic national righte of the Vie tnamese people
to independence, sovereignty, unity and territorisl integrity,
. In substance they were clearly based on the Geneva Agreements
~of 1954 and were suitable to help implement these regulations
binding in international law. | |

The positions of the DRV during the preliminary negotia-
tions were clearly outlined from the very beginning and were
. deaigned to submit constructive proposals.

But the USA still believed at that time that it would be
able to coerce the DRV, It blocked the talks with demande for
‘"pilateral de-escalation”, for "respect for the demilitarized

- zohne™, the "atoppage of attacks on the towne from the side of
the Vietoong" and for the “reduction of Vieteong attacks” in
general, It submitted no proposals for the real main subject.
of the preliminary negotiations, the unconditional stoppage
of the bombing., Instead it sought to impede and delay the
debates with such provocative questions. Tuese delaying tactics
in Paris were accompanied by a-growing'activity on the part of
the USA in Vietnam itself, The USA sought to establish an .

" example. As it believes that the struggle in South v1etnam can
be conducted: only with the aid of the North it thought 1t would
be able to seal off the South from the North by means of con~
centrated bombing of the area between the 17th and 19th paral-
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lels and in this way finally be able to dictate the negotia-
. %lons in Paris through unequivocal militery successes. B
Between Nay and October 1968 the USA covered the region between
the two parallels, which amount to only one seventh of the
entire territory of the DRV, with almoet three timas a8 many
‘bombs aa beforehand on the whole of the IRV, In addition this
region was subjecied to the uninterrupted attacks of the
American battleship "New Jersey". Wilfred Burchett wrote:
"Fhile the American asironauts wers prsparing for
their flight to the moon American aircrsft and warships
were transforming & region in which four million Viet-
‘namese live into a moon landscape."

But ths Amsricana did not attain their real aims. On the
battlogrounda they again saw for themselves that a no matter
 how enormous use of material can enforce any decisions and in
Paris they bad to free themselves from the nistaken idea that
the DRV could wish to negotiate about prohlems of South Vietnam
without the NLF.

Uhder the pressure. of events in v1etnam and of internati-,
onsl public opinion the USA £inally saw itself forced to stop
the bombing., On 31 October 1968 Johnson announced the complete
ending of the air attacks on the DRV and further declered the
USA'e agreement to bhegin Quadripartite negotiations in Paris,
e negotiamtione scheduled for 6 November had to be postponed,

' however, since the Salgon regime refused to take part in talks
with the NLF of South Vietnam, It first required bilateral

talks between the USA and Saigon before agreement on the _
modalities of participation could be reached. The US Department
of State unilaterally declared that it was "a conference of two
sides": on the one side the separated delegations from Saigon
and the USA - on the other side the DRV and the NLF of South
Vietnam, which would be regarded a&s one delegation. Mis
further delay could only poatpons the beginning of negotiations,-
but not prevent them,,

411 further atiempts of the aggressor and his allies to
avoid talks about the politicel eolution of the Vietnam problem
failed as a result of the resistance of the Vietnamese people
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"anad the worldwide solidarity of the foreces of peace, espeoially .
of tha Socialiat countries.

-

R The raria Qgggrigartige Negotiagiona

 With the beginning of the four-party conference on 25
-January 1969, in whieh the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the
National Liheration Pront of South Vietnam, the USA and the
Saigon administration took. part. & new phese of nsgotiations
on the politicel solution of the Vietnanm problem, the heart of
which is the problem of South Vietnam, began. The delegation
- of the Republle of South Vietnam founded in June 1969 was
formally accepted by the USA and the Baigon administration as
negotiation partner.

At the opening session the representative of the DRY and
the NLF of South Vietnam submitted their constructive proposals
based on the well-known programs and declared the political
 mettlement of the Vietnam problem to be the aim of the nsgotiaQ"
tions. Their main demands embraced the ending of the aggression,
the complete und unconditional withdrawal of the US and aatel—
lite troops and the formation of & coalition government.

In view of the unsuccessful manoeuvre during the prelimina-

ry negotiations one night have assumed that the USA would it-
' self be interested in a quick political solution of the Vietnam
problem,. But it soon beceme obvious that neither Johnson nor
Nixon were paving the way for such negotisiions, but on the .
- contrary were again heating up the military conflict in Vietnam,

Paris was to become the sign of the Americans' good will, whose
~ “proposals" are not accepted by the DRV or the NLF, while at
the same time ‘in Vietnam, especially in South V:I.etnam, military
'~deciaions were to be brought abou.'t.4

The plans of the TUSA were directed at bringing ahout a
'aeparation between the North and, South in every poasible way 8o
as to retain South Vietnam under its influence., So they proposed,
among other things, & "bilateral® retreat of forcea and linked
'%ha'rotreat of American troops with the retreat of "North Viet- )
namess forces" to the north, The ®clarificeation” of this mil-

“
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itary .problem was to be separated from the. politioal provleme.
‘The Saigon administration was to be reaponsible for the "settle-
_‘mant" of the political queations in order thereby to legitimize
and revelue it and at the same time blur the entire problem of
the Americen aggression sgainst Vietnam, The DRV and the NIF
Tightly rejected all such prOposals since the USA ‘bears the

mein responsibility for the South Vietnamese problem and the
_Saigon regime is not lagitimate. o

Parallel with ite "proposals® in Paria which were. un»
 acceptable from the very beginning, the USA 1ntenaified its
warfere in South Vietnam. Ite air force and warships which up
t0 then had been operating against the IRV were now additionel-
ly employed in South Vietnam., In particular the concentric air
attacke were to considerably weaken the liheration front, 1nst11
fear and anxiety in the rest of the population and separate it
from the NLF, The "Phoenix" plan was to fulfil a special
function within the fremework of this new escalation, Its con-
tent was the phyelcal annihilation of 80,000 KLF functionaries.
The USA sought with this plan to liquidate ths'oxganizing force
of the people's resistance in the entire South, As terrible and
at the same time utopisn as this plan wae and 1s it can never-
 theless also be assessed as a confession on the part of the UdA
that it camnot break the influence of the NLP with any other
means than physical annihilation. '

But the NLF's spring offensive in 1969 showed that the
USA and ite South Vietnamese satellites bad again reckoned
without their host. The aggressors again had to accept big
losees, had to abandon broad regions to the NLF and lnstead
‘of isolating the NLF from the people of South Vietnam brought
about & still closer relationship between them., At the same
time the delegation of the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam submitted et the Patis negotiations s program for the
regulation of peace lIn Vietnam and thus there, too, again took
the offensive. This ten-point program contained principles of
- & global solution of the South Vietnam problem5 and for the
_ delegationa cf the DRV, tha NLB or the Repuhlic of South v1et—_



- pam the basis for negotiation in order 1o arrive at a quick

- atoppage of: the US aggression, the complete and unconditional

withdrawal of the troops of the USk and ite satellite couli-
tries, for the formetion of & provisional eoalition governmant o
and the reeatahliahmsnt of peace in. v1etnam. ‘

Because of the stuhborn refusal of the USA “to accept the
Just ‘demande of the DRV‘and the NILF of South Vietnam there hae

been no solution up to the preaent moment. The USA is still trym_'-

ing to sidetreck the main prodlem and push through its line of
separating military and political probleme. In this it ie aiming
~at ‘excluding the NLF from the politicel life of South Vietnam

" and the disregard of the ‘basic rights of the Viatnameae people. -

Those who have up to now Prustrated the elections stipulated in
the Geneva Agreementy for 1956 now speak of elactions and demand
international supervision for them,

" In the course of the Paris Vietnsm talks up to now two
 pasie questions have increasingly come to the fores the forma— _
tion of & soalition government as an expression of the right of
aelf-determination of the Soutk Vietnamese population and the
question of the withdrawal of trooys a8 the central military
problem. :

il

i
" On the Pormation of & coalition Government

mhe formation of & coalition government haes become of gmeat
importance for the course of the further negotiations in Paris
and also above all for further developmente in South Vietnam 1t-
‘self. The Saigon regime was never end will never be considered
a8 the legitimete representative of the interests of the South
Vie tnanese people. This regime can assexrt no rights either
hiatorically or in international law, The NLF which has long
had the larger pert of the people of South Vietnam on its side,
-people who exerclse power directly with it in the liberated .
-reglone, therefore, in agreement qith the DRV, considers it
0 be one of the most urgent tasks to form a coelltion govern-
- ment embracing all strata and classes of the South and rep— '
_resenting the entire South v1etnamese peoyle. '

i . /-
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_ Ihe USA and the Saigon regime have refused rrom the very
‘baginning to agree to the formetion of & coalition government,

." In view of the existing relation of forces the reactionary

-'forcas of the Saigon administration were not prepared to permit
toe formation of a Saigon peace cabinet as a coslition partner
of the NLF of South Vietnam. As they could not permanently
‘rejeot a8ll proposals of the DRV and the NLF without exposing
themeelves they seized upon & new trick in thie connection.:
Puppet Fresident Nguyen van Thieu proposed direct negotiations .
with the NLF, This so "reasonable" aounaing proposal directly
aimed at misleading the publioc. It was - and that wae in fact
counted on - therefore unacceptable to the NIP because the
puppet regime would therefore officilelly and subsequently be
reveluated into a negotiating partner in fact. A further
manceuvre of the Seigon adminietration consisted of orienting
on elections which were to be keld under tha'preaent {or al-
tered) Saigon regime with the presence of US troopa and under
international control. Such a variant is not acceptable %o the
KIF of South Vietnam for elections are realistic only after the
unconditional withdrawal of all US and satellite troops under
the control of the proviaional coalition government. Also_ here
the experience proves true that the second step should not be
taken before the first.

As 80 often, the reacticnary forces were finally overtaken
- by events on this question, too, The Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam wag formed in June
1969, ‘The basis of this republic ie very broad as a eonsequence
of the long years of struggle of the NLF for the inclusion of.
the broadest strata of the people and the dev910pment of con~ -
structive programs for orienting theae strata, A look at the
political composition of the Consultative Assenmbly formed to
support the government shows these fmets: It unites repreaenta-
tivea of the Communists, the NILF, officers and goldiers of the

* Liberation Front, Buddhist and Catholis dignitaries and rep~ - -
resentativea of various sects including the Hoa Hao and the Cao
Dai sects, The Provieional Revolutionary Government strives for

4
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8 coelition governmant_in Saqth_Vietnam'tofwhiéh rgpreaentatires
of still broader strata and classes should belong and hes )
determined tha next Btaps and tasks in an aotion program._

e Saigon administration rescted to these aeveIOpmanta
with & ngix-point program® for holding "“free electione“, on
whioh van mhieu oPanly declared: "We shall never agree to 8
coalition governmenx with the Oommunista.“

He added thet anyone who still spoke about such a ‘govern~

‘ment will be punished as he would be acting contramy to the

"conaﬁtution" He demagogically declared himself willing to

accept a limited participation of Communists in government work_
if that should be ‘decided by free elections in the country.

The spokasman of the DRV delegetion in Paris showed in

July 1969 what insidious aims these new "proposals" for MPree.

elections®, pursued in reality:

- "3 struggle against the formation of & provisional
coalition government of national union and the broad
~ agsocietion of all strata of the people as was clearly
set forth in the ten-point glohal solution.

- "Ehe maintenance and 'legalization' of the Thieup
EKy-Huong clique and the structure of the Saigon puppet
. administration with ite so-called. conatitution..

: "he patriotic forcea of South Vietnam ars %o be

»forced to lay down their weapons in order to surrender

and accept the structure of he puppet adminiatration
erected by the United States."

It is clear that the DRV’and the NLF or the Bevolutionary
GOVernment of Souﬁh Vietnam will reject all such proposala. '

On_the Problem of the Withdrawal of Troops

&he'iﬁélementation of the demand for the complete and un-

 conditional withdrawal of the US and satellite troops from South

. Vietnam is a key question for the solution of the South Vietnam
problem..&t present there are 542, 500 US troops in South Viet-
nam. The USA iﬂ the aggressor and. it and ita alliqp alone must

='withdraw thelr troops from the territory of Vietnam, There can
be ahsolumaly no queation of a "bilateral" withdrawal of troopa.
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- Suoh a demand neans placing the viotim of aggresaion on the
equal tooting as the aggressor and. negating the sacred right :
~of the Vietnamese people to ‘defend themselves, All propoaals
" gubtmitted in Paris must be examined from this angle a8 %o thsir
genuine oharacter, US President Nixon had first announeed in
-July the withdrawal of 25,000 soldiers from Vietnsam, which was
%0 be oompleted hy the end of Auvgust, end he- 1ndicated tha OB~
sibility of wiﬁhdrawing further troops, In.deciding about
further troop reductions the following "eriteria® were to be
decisive for the XNixon government:

-~ The ability of the South v1etnamese to take over a 1arger
- part of the defence. : .

~ Progress in the Paris Vietn&m_talké. h

- The extent of "Communist fighting ectivity"” in Vietnan,
= Bilateral troop withdrawal.s

. These presumptuous demands were aharply rejected by Pregie
dent Ho Chi Minh in his appeal of 20 July 1969 on the occasion
of the 15th anniversary of the signing of the Geneva Vietnam
'kgreement end he unambiguously declared:

"fhe Vietnamese {e0ple energetically demand ths with-
drawal of all US acldiers and those of their satellites -
not the withdrawl of 25,000 or 250,000 or 500 +000, but
total, complete and unconditional withdrawal That 1is the
only poesibility for the USA to regain its honour and be
able %o avold the necessity of thousands of young Ameri-

cans dying uselesaly in South Vietnam result auf-
fering and distreaa being brought to thousands of
families."g

Thus, it depends entirely on the USA itself how this

'question develops further. The realistic proposals of the DRV
and the Republic of South Vietnam are on the table, only serious
negotiantions are required. US imperialism, however, wante to
maintain ite positions in South Vietnam with the smallest pog=
#ible engagement on its own part, Nixon's present tactic on
questions of troop withdrawal and the mo-called de-Americaniza-
~ tion of the war in South Vietnsm is subordinate to thie aim not

. least for the purpose of gaining time.l
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3AIQEh3£g_!ygjgg; Gaurae of the Paria Ehlks

mhe US4 alons beara ths rull r93ponaibility for ths oot
thet the Paris Vietnam‘talks are stagnating, Although 1t talks

a lot about “reapect for the right of aelf-detenmination" of the

South Vietnamese population it in fact does evarything pos~

aible against the formation of a coalition government, refuaes

“the full and unconditional withdranal of its troops and those
of its aatellitea and further supports the rotten Saigon regime.

Bven the New Ibrk Post had to admit that the U3 govern- :
ment's readinesa for peace is. hypooritical.

nIt is important for the country to know that the new
- attacke of the Vietcong (meaning the offeneive aperaw
- tions of the NLP in 1969 - author) ... are essentially.
rather a reply to our actions then a planned i&d arbitra-
ry attempt, ... to torpedo the negotiations, "t

| The progressive international public supports the just!
demende of the DRV, the NLF and the Revolutionary Government

 of the Republic of South Vietnam., The GDR also joins in their

demands, Thus, Willil Stoph,7ChBirman o2 the GDR Council of
_Miniaters, declared: '

"It 18 necessary to recognize the basic national
rights of the Vietnamese people. Progress at the Paris
~quadripartite conference depende solely on the govern-
ment of the USA serlously and realistically approaching
the new proposals of the Natlonal Front for the Libera
tion of South Vietnam... The Council of Minieters of )
the German Democratic Republio completely supports the
ten~point proposal of the Netional Front for the Libers-
- tion of South Vietnam of 8 May 1969 and decisively :
demands respect for the right of the South Vietnameae
peoyle to aelf—determination."12

The non—alackening reaiatance struggle of the vietnamese
people, the aid of the Socialist countries and especially of

.. the Soviet Union and the support of pesce-loving menkind to-

this atruggle will f£inelly force the US imperislists to take
_realities into aocount. The juat demands of the Vietnamese
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 nfhe Tasks of the 'S,truggle aga-inét Imperialism in the - -

Prosent Stage and Unity of Aetion of the Communist end

Vorners' Pasties, 411 Anti-imperislist Forces®, document

- of the Moscow Conference of 1969, ianeuea<peutachland,

Berlin, 18 June 1969 ‘

These delaying tactics from the American side also appeared,
among others, in connection with the cholce of the place for
holding the negotiations and in the dispute abvout the form -
of the negotiating table, Of. Wilfred Burchett, *The Faris
otiations and the Vietnam War®, in New Times, Moscow,

- Ne )
19 9y No. 16

10

11
12

1954, in Bulletin, loc. clt.

W. Burchett, loc. oit. o __
of. I. Shchedrov, "A New Phase in the Struggle of the

Vietnamese People", in Probleme des Friedens und des
Sozialismus, Berlin, 1969, No. 1 ) _ .
0f. "Principles and Content of & Global Solution of the
South Vietnam Problem for the Purpose of Reestablishing
Poace in Vietnam", in New Tiwes, Mozcow, 1969, No. 27

Ct, Ihrormation of the Vietnam Commission of the Afro-

‘Asian Solidarity Committee of the GDB, 1969,1No. 12

of. Information of the Embassy of the DRV in the GDR for
July 1969 S | T |

' Gf. Memorandum of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

DRY on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the signing
of the Geneva Agreement of 1954, in Bulletin of the Embassy
of the DRV in the GDR, July 1969 - ' o

Appeel of President Ho Chi Minh on the occasion of the

anniversary of the signing of the Geneve Agreement of

¢f, I. Andronov, "On the Pattles in South Vietnam", in

New Times, Moscow, 1969, No. 33. This attitude on the
part of the USA can be seen in all other questions of the
Paris talks, for example, in the demand for the inmediste
stoppage of the aggressive actions by the USA, the problem
of the demilitarized zone, questions of international '
supervision and the question of reparations and the eXx-.

- change of prisoners. '

New York Post, 6_m§:ch 1963 | 3 L

Heuea_ﬁeutschland,_Bérlin. 24 May 1969
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slon on the U3 war Or 1e8 Vietnam

"1'0 waate the enemy " = Ideolo of Genocide April 19 1
N &Y

o The trial of US F:Lrst I.ieutenant William mlley aotually
" is not & trial of the man, but rether an exposition of the ~
mperialist scciety in one of ite many revolting manifeatations. :
In viéew of the bitter experiencea of our own hiatory, we are
distu.rbed by ‘the eplrit thet hes driven not only c‘alley, but
8180 an entive people to orime.

calley a.cknowledged that "I wae . sent to V1etnam with the
absolute philosophy that the USA is in the r:l.gh'l;. '

. What is. the nature of the right in which Calley aough‘!:
Justification? He stated in front of the aix military judgee
in Fort Benning, Georgia: ' : .

e were under enormous ﬁressure to improve our body
count, we wanted to match the other divisions, and the
‘companies competed betwesn themselves to attain the
higheat passihle body counts.® : _ _

 The liéutensnt had to account for each one of his mm dead
with at lemst ten dead Vietnamese, His order for Son My was

- "Waste the enemy". "Waste" is a eupliemistic substitute for the

~ harsh word "kill", which is prohibited by the f£ifth commandment

of -the Christian catechism. But the word "waste" is in fact
more than just & mere paraphrase. It re_fle'cts the spirit in
which imperialist Americe 1s conducting this campaign of ex~
termination against the courageous Vietnamsse people.

Iangenscheid's Pocket Dictionary pubiishe.d in 1951 gives
‘the following equivalents for the adjective "waste®: desclate,
Gesert, uninhabite'd, ugeless, superfliuous; for the noun:
_'-re:uaé, scrap, useless remaing, rejects; for the verb: lay
waste, devestate, wane, throw away, etc. The word 1s also .
rrequantly used in combinations such as waste-—paper basket, .
;waste-pipe, etc. -

. We pmst recall the :full spectrwn of 'bhe wora in order to
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' oomprehend the mesning of the order that has to b executed
by the US Army in South Vietnam es a Whole - and not only by

. . Piret Lieutenant Calley. According to the barbarous conception |

- of ‘the. ruling class. in the UBSLk, it is nﬂt pe0ple who are heing“

killed in violation of the fifth commandment, but rather Huse—

less,. superfluous dirt" is being thrown in the "waste-paper

~ basket". This is the true meaning of the expression "to waste"
ths enemy! ", -,". L N

. Tis inhuman attitude glves rige to other synonyms for '

. the Vietnamese people such as "dinks“ "gooks" or "slopes"
 which are not contained in Langenacheid's dilctionary because
they come from the gutter and are unworthy of elvilized people.

_ There are startling parallels. -The older people among us
' remember & similar voeabulary, which ineclude such expressions .
as "Jewish-Bolsheviat sub-men” and uwsed to poison the minds of .
'p&Ople during the fascist era. Gus Hsll, General Secretary of
“the Communist Party of the USA, recently referred to these
parallels before the National Committee of the party. He said:
“What anti-ﬁommnniam was t0 German fascism, white
chauvinism is to the fascist movement in the USA. It
is a decisive slement in all anti~democratic movements.,"

: Anti~communiam_in fageist Germeny and white chauvinism

in the USA have different historical traditions, which were
or are still used by the respective ruling cless in a shrewd
manner. We shall not and cannot give a historicel survey of
the persecution of Jewe in Germany in the present report., Ex-
cellent scientific presentations are available on this topic.
Tt will suffice to bear in mind thet " the persecutions of Jews
~ in the Niddle Ages and at the beginning of the Renaissance has
‘led to an isolation of the Jewa, whioh helped to foment anti— '
. Semitie. prejudices in Europe and eapecially in Germany over

© the centuries., After the graat minds of the Enlightenment,_
the Communist Party of Germeny wae the firet energetically o -

 act against anti-Semitism. The speciel iasuﬁ of the Rote Fahne' = =

-publiahed underground in 1938 1g a good example ot this._mbe '
‘issue appearing ih November 1938 contained a lohg article
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against the 'Kristallnaoht" (cryatal night) under the heading B
~ "Against the ‘Disgrace of the Jewish Pogrome ", The scientiric I
- propaganda article of the Germen Oommuniats is a. counterpart

of the speech delivered by Gue Ball,. referred to in. the fore-
going, in which he elucidated the program of ection of the: R
Communist Party of the USA againat‘white chauvinism and againatﬁ'

. raciat terror.__ '

Just ae in EMrOPe and Germany, where antimcommnniam arose
out of verxy real interests of the Fuling classes of the time,
80 white chauvinism arose out of the clase interest in the exXw
ploitation of black workers in the USA. Bacism is not a recent
- menifestation. It cen be traced back several centuries; it
1 characterized by the ‘extermination of the native population
of America - the Indian tribes - and by the establishment of

" the slave: ‘economy in the South, in the "plack belt" of the

United Stetes, As early as the 17th century, ideologiata of the
colonizers introdiced the lie that the Indians were unabtle to-
aspimilate into modern civilization and that Negroea were only
£it to be slaves, as a result of their biologilcal inferiority.
Muis 1ine is being continued. The archeologist Gliddon together
with the anthropologlst Nottom wrote 2 book entitled Zypen dex
Menschheit (Iypes of Menkind), which was published in 1854.

In this unscientific concoction, the authors classity Negroaa
as an inferior race on the basis of facial measurements ~ we
all remember the craniometry practised vy fasclst race theo~
peticians - and other anthropometrical characteristics.

After the condemnation of the German fagcist racism &t
the Nuremberg Court of the peOplea, one would think that the’
- dncorrigible ones in the USA, too, would be put in their placa.
. Bat only one yeax after Nuremberg, in 1947, American Senator
 Bilbo wrote_ a hook entitled ghoose Between Segrvegation and
. Becoming Helf-cagtes. Tae fundemental thesis of the eauthor is
- 4hat the theory of racial équality is false, There is nothing .
. holier than raciel purity. Toat 1s why he supporis the ex- .
-patriation of all Negroea living in Amerioa to Africa, Another
startling parallel Alfred Boaenberg demanded in the. 19305 the
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.“oreation or a Jewish reservation in Paleatine which waa to be
'-;unﬂor British aupervision. : ' - - L

L. . The reaotionary Anerican philoaopher John Dewey who died .
in 1952, reasoned along the same’ lines, He declared other

peoples es “inferior races" and referred to the- USA as the
'Matural leader of mankind™, This reactionary philosopher was -

. one of the leading brains of so-called pragmatiam, a typioal :

'E;Anglo-Saxon philooophy, many of whose dootrines atem from the
 German philosoPher Friedrieh Nietzsche, To the pragmatista,_ N
‘the criterion of truth 1s the userulnoas, the utility, the suc=-
cess rather than oonrormity with objeobive reality., Appliod o -
-'morals, there are not moral norms that are obligatory for all
people. Reducing truth and morals to the usefulness and auccess_

determined by the intereets of the individual or & group was ;
) an ideologically made~to~-measure suit for American imperialism.\
On the bvasie of this philosophy,. every action by American it
-perialiom ¢an be declared as true and morsl,

Iet us return to the crime of Son Iy, The road from
John Bewey to Willien Celley, who ocame to Vietnam with the Bh=
- 8olute philosophy of being in the right and of being justified :
in perpetrating any crime in the name of the USA, is a straight
one, The servant copies his mester. The decadent face of im-

~ periallst society is reflected by Calley.

' e press of the Fedexal Republic does not want to face
this plain truth., Die Welt, a newspaper puhliahed in Hamhurg,
wrote on %1 March of this yoar.

' My lai (w Iai 8 the oynonym Hr Son Mv) is not the
fault of the aystem, but rather a reault of human
- failure," S _ :
This obvious twisting of the truth is intended to mean |
"that the Calley cese bas been a slip in an otherwise honest
system of American society. But in the meantime almost all
West Europeans - particularly the peoples of the Socielist
community of states - have become convinced that the whole
of Vietnam 1s one big Son My, caused by American imperialism . .
- and characterizing its moral decadence. | N B
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. The Oommuniat Gue Hell has challenged this syatem. The
social democrat Willy Brandt puts up with it by deelaringz o

‘ "In gélitics as waell -as in the economy and else-
- where, shudder at the 'untinged foolst!, the. succes~
sors of Parsifal, the bloodless rerormers of the world,

who believe that man could be fundamentally recast.® -

Bulletin of the Press snd Information Office. of the
ederel Government, No. 92, une y page

- What does Brandt want, or better stills what does he not
want? He certalnly does not want to eliminate the . soecial roots
of violent politics; because this would. meen ‘the elimination. of
eapitalist society. But he also shudders at the ideologiats of
eapitalist soclety who want to reform politics with_the_aid of
morality, i.e., he olings to a society in whose moral abilities
and values he no longer believes himself. This contradiction
explains why the social democrat Brandt is obstinately ailent
on Son My and on the genocide practised in Vietnam.

Can anti—S&miti&m and racism be uprooted? The citixena .

‘ of the GDR can answer this question in the affirmative with

an eaay consclence. By changing the social relations the
prerequiaitea for "fundementally recasting" man were craated,
to use Herr Erandt's terminology in the poaitive sense. But _
this requires e social force that belisves in the good in man.
The party of the working class, the Socialist Unity Pariy of
Germany whose philosophy is hased on freedom fron exploitation'
and Oppression, freedom from war and racism, Iriendship amnong
. all peoPles of the earth, between p90ples of 8ll colours.'
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Ir. Benate  WHnsche
Institute of International Relationa of the Walter Ulbricht
Academy of Political Science and Law, Babelaberg o

‘.of tha Peonles of Indochina Against American égg;easion o

{gpr:ll 12_'{11 _

 The renewed escalation of the Amenicansaggresaion in :
Vietnem and in Indochina as a whole in recent weeks fills us . -
" -with anger and indignation, The. US Air. Force is continuing
- 1%8 barbarous terror raids against the Democratic Repuhlic of ™.
Vietnam. The policy of genaeide is being continued in South
Vietnam, Powerful formations of Seigon's puppet troops, sup-
ported by the USA, bave invaded the. peace~loving country of _
Cembodia in violation of international law, and finally 3Q,000
':lnvadera, supported by American bomber sguadrons, military .
helicoptera and artillery, began their aggression against Lao-.

. We were happy and proud ito hear about the new victoriea
by our friends over the aggressors, Under fire from laotdan
liberation forces, which were supported by the Peoplets
- Libveration Forces by operations against the enemy's central
positions in South Vietnam and Cambodia itself, the aggressors
 were forced to flse Leos in penic. \

The fleeing interventioniste presen@ad,é sorry picture.
. Even bourgeoils newspapers carxied eye-witness accounts éuch-as:
© ' "Saigon's soldiexs literallg stuck to American heli~
copters, clinging even to the anding gear, meny falling
to the ground trom great heights,."

_ These results once again clearly demonatrate to the entire
world that imperialism is not in & poeition to force a military
aolution. American imperialism and its accomplices have onceé
agalin exposed themselves as aggressors, - The aympathy and activé
- solldarity of peace-loving humanity are on the sida of the
courageously fighting peoples ot Indochina,

2 We are in full agreement with the aaaelsment made at the
24th congreas of- the Communigt Pa.r'by of the Soviet Union: "All
those who are in & position to see things realistically must

-t
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reslize that the determination of the Vietnamese people 1o be
4 maotora in thedir own oountry oan be broken. neither by direct |
| . military intervention, nor by torpedoing the negotiations or
by increasing the nuuber of mercensries. There is only one way
to soOlve ‘the Vietnam problem. It haa been claarly marked out

by the proyoaals submittod Yy the govornmont of the DRV and

by the Provieional Revolutionary Goverpment of the Republic of

Bouth Vietnam - proposalo which we wholeheartedly support. "

- In view of the chedin of clear doreaxs ouffered by ine o
perialism in Indochina, tie qpoation arises as to the immediste
3 and underlying causes for the repeated advontures in which im~
- . perialism keeps involving itself. There are & number of politi-

cal, economic, ideological and domestic and foreign polioy _-

reasons for this, The main oause is to be found in-the faot that
'imporialiom-haa become weaker, but, and precisely for’ this

' ‘reason, 1t hes become more aggressive. The development of the -

_ American aggression against Vietnam is a particularly clear
proof of the correctness of this Marxist-Lonlnist analysis of
the nature of presentuday imperislism, -

The open military lntervention of the USA in the conflict
between progress and reaction taking plaoe on Vietnsmese soil
is a flagrant vieclation of the 1954 Geneva Agreement which is.
binding iu international law, and unmesks the full scope of the
ag@ression, against both the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and
against the population of South Vietnem, -

' The propaganda claim of American imperialism that 1t is
zacting in response to the request of a legitimato'government
in defence against aggression from the north is absurd., It is
not th\ Democratic Republic of Vietnem and the so~called _
"Republic of Vietnam" ~ that “state“ of the. Saigon puppets sup-
poxted by the. USA - that are oonironting each other, but rather
the Vietnamese people represented by the Democratic Republio of
Vietnem and the National Front for the Liveration of Sou'th |
'Vietnam - since June 1969 the Bapublio of South Vietnam =~ on _
the one hand, and Americen imperialism &nd a group of traitors
to their country around Thieu, Ky end Khiem, who are exercising
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: adminiatrative tunctions excluaively as & result of the militaryx
- Presehoe of the USA, on the other. : : _

We cen also state that the strategic, military and’ politi-.'

-cal conception of US imperialism has failed in the north =8 well

a8 in the south of Vietnem as & result of the heroic reaistance -

‘of the Vietnamese pecple who are being supported by the Social~

ist community of states and by the damocratic peoples throughout

‘the world, The. ceasation of the criminal air war againet the

DRV in November 1968 and the initiation of negotiations in.

Paris in the year 1969 were & public admission by the USA of

. ' 1te defeat, which wag at the seme time a defeat for world im—
perialiam. '

And finelly, we can state that the acceptance of the

Nationel Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam and later on |

_ ‘of the Republic of South Vietnam as negotiation partners by
the USA.was-actually a confirmation that it is a subject under

internstional lew and consequently of the aggressive nature of

the USA's own operations in Vietnam, Washington has been and
still is faced by the tesk of drawing the military, political .
and moral consequences. from this state of affairs and of ac-

' cepting the Pour-Point Program proposed by the Democretic
Republic of Vietnam and the Ten-Point and Eight-Point Programs
propossd by the Republic of South Vietnam as the only realistic
- way to find a political solution of the Vietnam problem. |

And this 18 the present eltuation:

- The strongest 1mperialist power, the USA, despite 1ts
. superiority in numbers and in arms, is not in a position to
decide the war waged for many years with methods of. genocide
and cynieal unacrupulousneaa in its favour. Americen ime
perialism ie faced by the greatest military, political and
- moral defeat in its history, a defeat inflicted by a quanti-

tatively smgll people, which has been recordad in the bonacioﬁaq

ness of the resctionary America as one of many colonial peoples

. and which is proving invincible as a result of its courage, its

~ deterninstion and its friendship with the Socialist countries,
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| especially with tie Boviet Union.

- The reactionary forces of Amarica and the president of
that country, Nixon, do not want to face this fact,. Instead

of facing reality and: taklng advantage of the opportunity _ _
preaented by this ‘Vietnam Conference to find a politicsl settle-

ment of the war, Americen imperialiem iawlooking for & positive

- way outs It clings deaperately 1o such prestige slogana ags

_A defeat of the USA in Vietnsm is.out of the question., Or: No

peace under humilitating conditions - the immediate cessation

. of aggression and the complete withdrawal of all troops from
- Vietram demanded by peace-loving manking is viewed &8s a

spumiliation" of the United Statee -, and it clings to the

'narrow-minded thesls that the unfavourable geographic condi- -
“tions in Vietnam arg the main cause of the failure of 1ts ag-

greasion,

- These factors plus the growing war wearinege in the US&

.and the increasing aversion on the part of washington'a allies
to committing themselvee in the Vietnam question on behalf of

the U3A have caugsed Nixon and his advisers to look for new
military recipes. Nizon's Guam doctrine, which has emerged from

- the abortive Amexican aggreaaion in v1etnam, is a dangerous plan

to extend the aggxeasion. After the Pailure of such variants of

'-warfare.as the creation of "stretegic hamlets", the. helicopter

‘tactics, the barbarous bombing raids againet the DRV, the so-

called pacification operations, eitc., the Guam doctrine is an-

- other hopeless attempt to reach a pro-American turning-point in
" this war with new methods. This aggressive doctrine is the

continuation of the Aeian policy pursued by the USA in the past

years on the basls of the Johnson doctrine,

The theaia of the Vietnamization of the war is an eaaential

K component of the Guam doctrine, Carefully prepared righiwing

puteches, the raising of the status of the regime in Saigon
dependent on the USA and the intensification of pressure on
the revolutionary forces of South Vieinem,

mhe.USA propagated & partial withdrawel of its troopa rrom
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 South Vietham in conjunction with these endeavoﬁrs, wailch have

led to & sharpening of the contradictions among the rightwing
.A&_circles of these. countries. American imperialism constantly
- elaims that the Vietnamizetion is & “de-escalation" and "peace

--program“. Thais ie intended to paralyze the domestic political

. and international opposition to the continued American aggres- -
8ion and o slander the Demoorstic Repuhlic of Viethem in

© the eyes of the world as & country opposed to pesce, But behind
the screen of Nixon's “peace measures", the Pentagon was pre-

- paring a territorial escalatlon of the aggression by surprise--

. offensive operations against Cambodia and laos, '

‘The oreation of & continuous ground front was. intended to
~destroy the: democratic forces in Indochine, and above all to =
. bring about a territorial and military isolation of the National
~ Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam,. The NLF was to be
¢ militarily destroyed, its political base among the South Vietw
~ namese people liquidated and the DRV forced to accept an
- armistice sgreement whose terms would be favourable to US im-
perialism, Parallel to this, the US-oriented regimes in Asin
L.were to be conaolidated, elevated in their politicsl status
‘and combined into & rightwing bloc, The final objective of the.
‘war in Indochine is to alter the strategic situation in the
whole of- South-East Agia in favour of ilmperialism with the aid
o.f "Vietnamization®.

| To attein these objectives, the USA intended to shift the
" main dburden of the conflicte onto the shouldera of the puppets
~ under ita control. Vietnemese were to fight against v1etnamese,

. against Isotians and Cambodiens, end finally Asians against

- Asiane, and thus safeguard Americdn interests in this dirty
war, The conflict was 1o appear &= a so-called 1nner-Aaian
-affair 1n the eyes of the world,

mo what . extent has. the US been alhle t0 realize this conw.
' ception? - s

| In line with the propagated policy of “Vietnamization" 3
. the USA has directed its efrorts at ~constantly increasing ths 3



3J-partic1petion ef Seigon unite in direet effeneive~operetiene

- against the 1ibereted areas of the RSV. T™is thesis of the

wo Medvidl ) wer“ had wori out and was to ‘be strengthened by the
withdrewel of some American\unite. A total of 115,000 ﬁmericane

- bave been withdrewn from South Vietnem in the course. ef 16 -
_months up. %o 1970. But there are s511l nearly 450 000 American
-poldiers and officere etetioned in South Vietnam, the US. Tth

- fleet is patrolling the Vietnamese cosst, there are e$111 _
'_I70 Q00 South Korean, Ehai, Australian and - New Zealand meree— S
naries in Vietnem and. Saigen'e army. etrength hae increeeed

“to 850,000. In addition, the puppet regime hasg received an~ .

v_ether 350 million dollare and military equipment from the USA.

. We can say with eertainty that Salgon's troopa are etill an:
':inetrument of American imperieliem and can eperafe only with

ite aid. ' : :

- It was soon seeny however, that the relatively 1ndependent~

1y fighting Saigon units suffered ‘heavy losses at the hands of

 the National Liberation Forces. Ihe heavy fighting that has

; taken place towards the end of 1069 and the beginning of 1970

near the delta region end in other parts of Souwth Vietnem have i

| ended with heavy defeats for the Thieu and Ky mercenaries, .

© Ihis was & ehattering blow to. the policy of “Vietnmmization" .

in South Vietnam itself and nas forced the aggressor to adopt f'

‘mew variants of this policy. American bombere have once again

einteneified their terror relds againet the South Vietnemeee

.population. The uee of chemical end bacteriolegicel agents

- hes agein been increased and resulted in further aggravations

in the 1iving conditione of th& population in the 1ibereted

. areas, ‘

. At the same time, the policy of “v1etnamizetion" haa been

_ extended beyond .the boundaries of South Vietnam..&merieen
imperlaliem directed ite main thrust against the liberated
aresas of Iaos in order to make an example of the develepment
.Lplanned by it in South Vietnam by the devaetation.

_ - In the. autunn of 1969, Americen imperialiam forced ite
| “agente in Laoe to- eonduet wide—eeale opexatione againet the
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u'-_Eethet—mec armed fcrcee. The Leotien national mbvemcnt 1cd

by the Neo Iao Hakeat ccnt:olled about two~thirde of the ter- .
.,\ritory et that time and the peeple'e poeition vas firmly
'_entrenched in the area round Sem Neuas in Northern Laos, .

. The Us attack againet thc Pathetnlao xegione was not cnly

" another flagrant violation of the agreemente reached in. Geneve'
, in 1962, but it also abolished the modus vivendi -that had

'_ existed for eeveral yeare, according~to whiich the Vientiane
;;governmenﬁ troops etagea only hesitant and eporedic attacke

-despite continuoue Amezican preeeure, a8 a rule reepected the

"territory under Pathet-lao control end the official representa-

| tion of the National Liberation Forces in Vientlane continued
 its work. The military operations conducted in 1969 end 1970
were directed primarily ageinst the Pathet—Lao positicne in the
southern regions. of the country, in the Plain of. Jers and in

- Northern leos. Assistied by messive American ailr. support - more -

- than 500 air attacks were carried out daily in December of 1969_?

 againet laos alone - and by & large staff of US edvisers, the -
forces of reaction were able to score some initial successes and'
bring the Flain of Jers under their control at the cost .of the -
destruction of numeroue villages, But it becgme apperent that
both reacticn at home and ite masters in the USA completely:
underestimated the fighting strength of the Iactian naticnal
movement and of 1ts armed forces. -

T e Ngo Iao Haksat has mobilized the population in the'“
-~ 1liberated territories of the country, ‘adjusted itself to the - -
new situation created by the American bombing war and, making -
use of the experience gathered by the national forces in the
 Democratic Republic of Vietnam, launched a general counter=
---offeneive in spring 1970 after having strengthened and re- .

. organized the natlonal armed forces. Thanks to the excellent

- fighting achievements of the Pathet~lac soldiers, the Plain .

' -of’Jars wap liberated despite the terrorist US air war follow~,

_ ing heavy fighting and epearheade of the Pathet-Lac trcops, ' ) |

- have additionally penstrated all surrounding avees of the o
,country. L - o
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| Parallel to its military aucceasea, the leadership of -
‘the Neo lao Haksat suhmitted a FPive-Puint Program in Dacember
+ 1970 designed to end the war anﬁ to make peaceful development

~ in Imos possible.

- The Socialiat etates and demoeratic world puhlic reacted
to the escalation of the American aggresaion with detenminan
tion. A TASS declaration issued on 28 February 1970 stateds

*The barbaroua bombing raids hy tha American air force
against laotian territory and the other aggresaive acts
in Iaos and the vioclation of the neutrality of this
country by the USA are condemned in the Soviet Union .
and the just demands of the Patriotic Front of Iaos
to put en immedlate end to the armed intervention in . -
the internal affairs of the Iaotian people are aupported.“

This Iaoe adventure of the aggressors also proved 8.
failure., Instead of the intended development of the "poliloy of
Vietnamization", Americen imperialiem was forced t0 engage it-
" @self completely in this country. Its covert aggression that hase
been comumitted for years came out into. the open and triggered &
atorm of protest among people throughout the world and resulted

in & further loss of prestige on the part of the aggreasor.

But far from drawing realistic conclusions, American ime -

. perialism spread 1ts aggression to Cambodia with the abeurd

juatification thet 1t wanted to destroy the headquarters of

' the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnan, which
wae allegedly gituated in this country. But its real intention

" was to integrate Cambodia in its political and military ‘sphere -
of influence in South-East Asie. That is why American imperial-
- ism brazenly interfered in the internal affaira of this country,
' whose sovereignty, neutrality and right of self-determination -
it trod underfoot, It threatened Cambodis with military opera-
tions. and encouraged the country's rightwing forces to eeize
- power.

_ These ‘forces led by Lon Nol and S8irik Matek -taged 8 :
coup d'btat, took power and requested militery aid from the UB&;L

'imhe new regime immediately establishad ‘elose relations with tha

- American puppeta in Saigon and the US armad forces in Bangkok
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": and at the eame time staged a bloody oampeign of- pereeeution
- and exterminetion agalpnat the 400, Oco-etrong Vietnamese. minori-
oty in cambodia by inciting centuriee-old pationaliet ox raclst
prejudieee. A Went German journaliet reported from Gambodia
. on the events of that time: ]
. %a gcens of horror presents itself to & traveller
orossing the Mekong river by fexry near. the cambodian S
‘town of Kompong Cham. Corpses are floating in the yellow
water towards the sea, The hands of &1 of them are tied °
behind their back, and some have been tied together in
roups of ten. Some bodiea show wmllet wounde, cut
~ throats oxr eevered heagds."
_ Nizon and hie edvisers took advantage of developmente in
Cambodia, which bhad been instigated by them, in order to launch
~an aggreeeion that hed eyetematically been prepared in the
Pentagon over & period of many years againet this South-Bast
- 4sian country. Confldent of an easy victory, the ‘American and
Saigon -troops moved into Cambodia in the eaxly hours of 1 Mey
1970, while US President Nixon - declered in a televised state-
ment with unprecedented demagogys :

_ "We are taking these meaauree not to . epread the wax
to Cambodia, but to end the war in Vietnam and to achieve
e just pesce, which we all want. I have promised to end >
+Le war. 1 shall keep this promise, I have promised to

 yeach a just peace. I shall keep this promise, Ve shall
“prevent a epreading of the war, but we are aleo determined _
to end this wax.

Today, One year later, these words srouse even greater'
' hatred among ‘the peoples of the world againet these warmongers
and their representative, the president of the United Statee of

Americe, in visw of the events that have taken plaoe in the
meantlme.

y

. Supported by oontinuoue air ralds, the aggreeeore in early X
May 1970 concentrated in seversal thruete, moved into southe
western, western and north-weetern Cambodia, Just as in Vietnam,-._
" they left behind them devastated towns, burnt villages, fielde -
and plantatione, murder and rape, the abduction of resident . o
_Vietnameee to South Vietnam and wholeeale ‘plunder. Americah
imperialiem had 1o take a direct part in the aggreeaion in order.

S
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 to take ngBntéggldflthe elenent of surprise and'thquEbOré_~.
‘some temporary successes, But also in this’ case the relation'_""

of forces waa soon altered following & regrouping of forces

‘and vigorous organizational measures of - the national Te-

sistance by the National United Eront of Cambodia.. Ehe Hational

‘United Front of Gambodia controls the greater portion of the
'country, stages continuoua attacks againat atrategiaally i

portant towns and communicationa and atabilizea its own manka,
while the contradictions in the camp of the rightwing forces -

‘such &g the recent resignation of Ion Nol - are constantly.

growing. _
We note that—the conception of- Anericen imperialism 13

‘doomed to failure in Cambodia, toa. It is up o its neck in

quagnire in Indochina and every attempt 1t mekes to spread tfe.
aggression brings 1t closer to its doom. Even & West: German L
newspaper admits with regard ‘to Cembodia that "only the presence
of South.Vietnamese troops and the Americen air war can keep

the shaky bamboo foriress of Cambodian defenae from collapsing."

In its helpless rage over the unending train of defeats,'

-American imperialism constantly resorts to new adventuraa. The
 USA has reaumed its bombing raids on the Democratic Republic

of Vietnam after these defeata, it had openly blocked the Paris '
t8lks on Vietnam and with relentless fbrooity and considerable'
nil itexy and economic engagement done everything possible to
deatroy the liverated areas in South 71etnam. '

In principle, the’ Americans are now trying physically to_

~exterminate bhe population of South Vietnam. They fly up to . -
300 missions a day dropping bombe and chemical sgents. Ap-

proximatelx 45,000 tons of poison gaa and nine-times_aa'much
bombs have been dropped in South Vietnam as in the course of =
a1l the Pacific operations during the Second World War. Despite

‘this, théZNational Liberation Army of tlie Republic of South.
Vietnam is continuing its attacks againet the enemy beses at

Da Nang, Blen Hoa and Ham Ran, in the Mbkong delta and at Hue.
In connectiﬁn*with the intensified Operations of the



'- national atmggle in South Vietnam, oamboaia and the stamliza-_?‘
tion of the' positions of the 1iberation forces in Iaoa, the o

'ﬂ.-aggresaors ‘have made ancther attempt against the movement,

which represents another modification of the Vietnam progmam

. angd, which was to be implemsntod according 10 the prlnoiple
““isian soldiers plus American air force™. Saigon's nmercensry
troops that havo been drilled by Amerioans penetrated into Laoa,' .

“at the beginning of this year, Their mission wes to cut lsos in
half by teking strategically decisive basee and to seal off

the liberated areas, Today, thn eggressors. ere frequently

- heard talking about the "Koreanization® of Indochine, by which _

~ they refer to the attempt to divide the countries of Indochina
and to create firm areas of influence for themselves.'”

. - ™n this connoction it has been declared in Washlngton

that the fate of the entire American strategy in Indochina -
depends on the results of the invasion in Iaos, That 1s why
. the USA is concentrating so much of its air power against Iaos.
4 total of 1,500 aeroplanes and 600 helicopters have flown |
‘more than 3,000 missions over Laos from-the beginning of

. February to the milddle of March 1971, the B 52s alcone dropped
some 900 tons of bonbs &a. day on the southern part of the country,
- ‘while helicopters have flown nearly 30, 000 missions in the same
pericd. Amerilcan aircraft brought mercenaries to lacs, trans-
ported military equipment and heavy uns to the scenes of o
battle, cleared the way for tanks and supported Saigon'a trocps'
in' the fighting. ' :

- Even if Adelbert Weinatein, the notorioue military com-'
nmentator of the.Weat German Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitunz, had .
“to admit in view of these facts thet "Neturally America is also
,taking part in the prooent invasion of Iaos by South vietnam“
that is still only a half truth, The USA ig not only taking
part, it is the actual initiator and perpetrator of this .new
.aggression. The American air force plays the main role in the =
intervention. Angd desPite thie concentrated air cover, Saigon's -
~ ground forces have not been able 4o conquer & aingle foot of -
'nLaotian territory. mhey have boen thrown back to thedir origina1=
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 Mis uucceaa of tha Iaotian liberation forces 1n the acuth
~ received direct support from the National Liberation forces -of
South Vietnam, who have launchad rocket and morter attacks
againet Khe Sanh - the most importent US logistic base - . put
3,000 ensmy ‘8oldiers out of action, 2,000 of whom were Americans,
shot down 100 aircraft and blew up oil depota with thousan& of
_tons of fuel, ‘

Us imperialism and its puppeta have experienced the united

" forces of the national resiatanee of the peoples of Indochina
this spring end were forced to conclude that they are powerlesa_u
againat these fOIcea. :

Even from these few facts we see that the strategie 0b-
jective of the escalation of the Vietnen eggression into an .
Indochina war actwally has not attained anything, It did not .
precipitate the defeat of the democratic foxces in laos and
Cambodia nor did it bring about the isolation and opersative
paralysis of the NLF in South Vietpan, The grandiloguently
‘announced :ormation of a rightwing bloc has not materialized
and on top of this the political- and moral prestige of the ag-
gresgor bas suffered further setbacks in the eyes of the world,
. particularly in recent months.

The events of the past two years have shown that the

. policy of "Vietnamization" is nothing but a policy of. spreading
 the aggression, The thesis of . dslans fighting Asiane in Indo-

china is unrealistic if for no other reason then the fact that

the reactionary cliques in South Vietnam; laocs and Cambodia

7,would not be able to withetend the nationsl resistance with-

- out Amerioan presence in these countries and would ‘be swept _

away by it.-

In Indoehina the peoplee of these countriaa, the progres-
-8ive forces of Vietnam, Isog and Oambodia are facing the AL
grssaive fozces of these countries supported by US imperialism. .
~ These are the true fronts in this struggle, These are also |
’“the claas fronts in Ihdochina, which cannot be obscurad by
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| For this reason we must unequivocally state that the

' -:American Vietnamization program bas been aimed at eacalating

the war from ths very beginning. All aaaurancea of the US im-
perialiata to the effect that they will withdrew from South
-Vietnam, that they will leave Cambodisn soil and - as stated
by Nixon in June 1970 - that the US has glven no air support
S in Cambodia, that Laotian neutrality would 'be respected, etce,
have proved to be lies, Now that the situation hes been created,
there is open_talk in Washington ebout the significance of the
American air force ‘in the fighting in Iaos end Cambodia, about
yeconsidering the plans to withdraw troops from Vietnam and
threats to use American air squadrons wherever this might prove
5nédeasary'in'order "o protect'US troops", Most recent reports
- indicate that there is oynical talk of a long~-term American
- military presence to protect the Saigon regime, And finally,
along these lines the Thieu cligue is demanding that the ag-
gression be spread to North V&etnam.

The peoples of Indochina do not atand alone in the ir o
COUTBZEOUR struggle. They are being supported by the Socialist

- countries, especially by the Soviet Union, by the non-aligned

' eountriss of Asis and Africe and by millions of peace-loving |
people throughout the world, The 24th Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union hes pledged the Soviet Union's cone
tinued comprehensive support for the peoples of Indochine in

* - their struggle., We are proua that the GDR ia part of ‘the world~
- wide aolidarity front. -

' Ag 231/52/72
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